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Silapathikaram is considered the best epic in Tamil literature. This epic is about the

Received: 02-09-2022 three kings who has been called Moovaendars and the three modes of entertainment
ii;’;et‘id2171212%3 ) such as literature, music and drama. The ancient people’s life style, social structure,
Published: 10-12-2022 standard of living of the people, caste discrimination, and folk song system have been
highlighted in this text. Varuna (division of people based on caste) plays a major role in

] people's lives. Author Ilangovadigal points out that this situation came from

m Silapathikaram period. The people are divided into four categories as priests, kings,

merchants and servants. Though the text speaks well about merchants, it gave

Check for importance to priests. The protagonist Kovalan is highlighted in the text through the

updates priests. Through this, we can feel their primacy in the society. Even though the kings
and servants have material possessions, they are next to the Antananars (priests). In
Silapathikaram, you can see a society where caste discrimination is established. It is not
known whether this was the case at that time or whether the [langovadigal was trying
to record such racial discrimination. Thus, the purpose of this article is to highlight the
caste discrimination in Silapathikaram
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(LP6OTB)| 6™

SOPSSTUNLIKIGANED  (LPSHETEDDILITEIGTS  Senohlerer STUNWID  HeoluFHemyn.  HLHID
QuUEBRISTUINLRISENED 6RETMTS HMDHGIETEE. PCAUHSTHERSGSD 2 fliug, Quied, Qeng, BHITLSHLD
61601 CLPGTMID Q&L LUN6ITMI QUBGIETENG|. SHBHMTL LD&HSHENGT QUMDEHEMS (LPEMDM, FUPSHMUI SI6MLOLIL,
LD 55 erfl6aT QUMDEMEHSSLD, eU(hevTLLmGUIT(D, BT (HLUymLIUTL 6D SIEMLOLILY, S} SliLiest
d(BSHSSTL LU (Rermerenl. &SN  eUMpeIled eU@hewd QUG UREG IHsHaImE. Qbheneo
SeoLusaeny HMLHSHL QBHGH UHSHME QMRCHETUGEET THSHHSHTLHHIDMN]. FUPSHTLISHSH6L
QGhH& eUbhG BTELAIMS UHBILILTGUTH. NHSHE, ATEF]), euensy, Geuermeny eerm @UUTGSUT(H
&b BeTOTe dRSHSSTLL LU (ReTeng). aUaEIsEps@ (WH6mm Q&ThHG 6T(PSLILIL L MeIDd
SFleL  (PFHETMDAIFILG HSHEWTECET half. UTECT HMGS HeMeLemIDL LTGSJLONG 2 66
Gameuevenlstt AMLLGHMeT 1(HHGIS FamieusnTsd QeMhCHTOIGEHET  EDDSGIETENT). @QFH6ST  CLHEVLD
FP&HHHL  Sl6UTSHeM6IT  (LDSHEITEMDENUI 2 GTITEVMD. JTFFHEHLD, EUMISTHEHD CUT(HET  M6US G
QGHSTYID  SHSWTEEES AGSHS Heneoulled 2 erarer). BTLMD QIHENSSHED 2 6TEaTEUTSHET
SOLWMIGGD  HMLUIEITS 2 6Teneol]  6leoilend  QemmGaTalsHem  udle  CQFWSK6TOTI.
SeolLFEMISHH UBEILILUTGUTER  HlamevQumMIETeT &(pSHTUSSen6TTSHSTEI(LPIGHTEH.  QbHsney
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SESHTLELLGSL QBHSHST SLLG QaTHICHTAIGSHET  SUHEIILILTGUTL DL LS CIF I
PUISTOMIT  6TeTLg  SIMWpigeaNevsnen.  @euaumm  HeLUTHSTIHSHL  SHIEIILTEGLD
QUHBEILLTGUTL L. (hFHH&FaMaICH @Q&ETL(Henguller  GChré&sd PG, @&sL(Hanruiled
HeolILFEMIHEHL  STEWLTGD LS, HJF), euewNsy, Geuenmeny uUMOWIF  QEFUWISS6N
RHHGHSHTLL LI LI (heiTerenr.

911 S 650 1]

SHSETHET  FCPHHHL (PH6TEOD  QUDM QBHSH6EU]. AMESHGH HHPENEID  SEUTHET
werrhleatm  BLSS eubGleTeneng HUUSHSMID  BEG 2 THHHETMG.  FH(HLOENFFLMISHTSH
QGHSTYID, SHLUCUTEGTSHSTE QHHSTID, eUENsGTHeT 20 NG 201  LWl6uTLILICUTSH6T
SUTEGeT HlgHLUCUTEGUTHHMNEG SAHGHOTHmeT LWweTLUBHSEH QHSHMTIEHET 61637160  iHG 6UTIT&6IT
Slujsener el 9&s LD GCLMOSTEL Henevsnill 2 63u] (LDl H6TmE).

SeolLamsHed CameUevs -  SHeolewid  S(HLOTIGHSHL  SHGHEI] @BHSHEUT  6TEILIENS
QaMRICHTEUG.&6T 6T(HHHISHTL (HHGTMMTT. S6UTSH6NT (LD6iTerNemneuuNed mesT S(HLOGWID HewL CLIMME).

B\ &emer,

‘oo elgnengs HoHeotyld LUbsTs S

eUmeoT2an] LOGIID &85(hSIMETUTLL 6UITETIS G

&me0l (L6 Hemswimenetsd Gameue st

DTG UMFLILITEN DemMeILN SMLlglL &

Saueold Q&I STEILIMISH6EN GHT6ITLISTETEn6?” (HEVIDL. LOMIGED QUTLDSS 49-53)

61601 QUL 2 ewrgeormd. @&HeL UMFUUMEHT WM Ul &ML S@HOEWID HenL QUDMS 6T6oTm)
AemrICETeUg ST GMIUNH&E6HTMMI] (Natarajan, 2015).

Cogd  SHGWITEHET Coudld FHHOVID GCeouatall  QFISID SRS eumLpelleneo
B6n6uu1S 515G STEH(H6iTerTenT] 6T6oTLIENG QEMMRIGCHTEUIG&6IT 61(hSGISSHTL (hH6TMITI).

@sma,

“WOCITT W&EHU 6 H HMILDLMS

@éemoujwiy LD hSEYID CUTTSHS! (HleoLdL]. BTHSTEOSHTENG 144-145)

T6OTLIHTEL SIMILIGOMLD (Gurunathan, 2004).

ShGwGeT Calaall QFilame (PEHEWITSE & &([hS CFIUIG eubhSleTerTs]. Q&eneu,

“BIT6TT LD6MM LO(HMIG6oT GeusTaLl LImFLLImesT

SI(BLOMM RIS AUTFTHG cRMISI

Qu@pmeL Geuetel BAFWIEL Cou6ior(hLb” (Hleod. BHSOHSTENG. 176-178)

6T6OTLISH L SIMIUIEVITLD (Panchangam, 1993).

Gugh seguernd), Gameueus getleneil Nflhg QmHS QUTPS HEUTEUITEL b e6wTTEHemanL|LD
SIDCUTISHMETULD &TH & (LPIGUIONELMEL 6T60TM U(BHHS FamIKeTMT6T. @\ 606,

*2MCAINTEE SMSSHID UBSETN] ERDLIGYILD
SVCANMES 61HTHHVID QHTLGeLM] AWMU (HlevibL. QBTMEVS HeNs SHMenG. 71-72)
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6160 QUL 2 emoTyeuMLD. GLOgYID LoGlemTenwl MLl B QUT(pS),

‘umguumy mGeury ugl ugSHeflLeog

psGCHMy Gal ¢@id Qealmrsd masall (b

E5HMHHMIL LSSCL C&J&E” (HleVLDL. 6UEhSEILOME6D. 53-55)

6T60TLIHIT6L 2 6UTTELMD@ 6T CLPCVLD F(HMUSHEL SihG6uT&Ha N6 Lhi@ 2 &Sl L& TmE.

Ay 0:4y)

SHSOTHEEEG AGHS Heneouled QHHUTSHET ST&FTHeT. GC&y, Camp, umetngul BHT(HSemen
QYL SIJF  GQHMET  STFJ 6T  UMSBUND  UMSLUBRSHHOMD. HHSHOTEHEHES ABHSHS
HemeouNed TEFTHET Q(HHSHEO] 6TEILIMSGL LITEHUIGUI SJF6HT 6([H6U6T 6UTTSHSHSH60T 6TEMID  LIMFLILITET
&medled aN(Phgl CUTRIGAISTS QeMRGCSHTaIG ST GMILLSTEL SAMIUICVTD. Qg emeT,

“SITJHHEOETT SHEVIT6U60T 6UMTSHSHGH6TT (LP6OT60T[T

QOHOLLLHMGHESS SHBLOMIL HEOE Sieuer

Sl Gaulemsu|b SMG &eNsgerGen (HleubL.SL (Hen&H&HTams 12-122)

6TEOTLIGHITEDL 2 6UUNT6VMMLD (Gurunathan, 2004).

SeodNeL QU@BLD SITFT&HeT Ceodetall QFIILI bHSETHETTEL MNQMISSLILIL (H6TErT6sliy. Limesorig. il
etteoild @mhg LNt WHITYF QFleud SeoewoHenwil LNHTASTLIHS euh& LITEOTGUI  LOEDT6T60T
WeMGWITGHID BTN 6RMEFUILEG PIMUFH WU penFemild CoHLL G HemL WG eT6om)
T(G581680DIHTDS).

Qsema,

‘B UhG aNene &Hrled

LDEMMBT 626MEFIELEVF] WITEUGILD

OeuNBTepeng CHLL GID QevCerr (HlevldL. SL(BEOISHSHTENS 30-32)

6160Tm  6ULfl 2 ewIgeLND. SIFFJHeT GCeug QpMlemWLNGIUHN  QUTDHE IHS6T]. ASHS
SIHSCTT&H6T HI606uuT Hl6STMIETENTEI] 6T60TLIS| LIeV6STT&R6TMG|. DML 66T GCEF6tT (FMIGL (heushd Geauere
B Qe Geusini(hLd 616TM FaMISETMTEH (Panchangam, 1993).

@,

“HITEITLO6MM LO(HMIl6tT GoveTaTILILIMTLILIT6T

SI(HLOEMM O(HRIKET AUTFTHEG RIS

QupmeL Geueall f Qewied Geussor(hLb (HevdY. BHSMSTENG 176-178)
T6OTLIHTEL  SMILIGVITLD

QFRIGL (BeueT Seueumm CHL&a D UMD SieN&HTmTe. @\ emenT,
“BIesTOemM LOFLN6T BHUIbOSHH Hreeot

Gaeall (1p135HG Ceustall LDMSSH6mern

LML 60LemMGILTET Q&FTELENW! (L emMenLDUT 60T

Geueta& gnhHulest eupTSHOSTeTeIO” (&eodL. HEHSHSMTENS 191-194)
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ET6EOTLIHTEL SIMILIGOMLD (Natarajan, 2015).

eu6cuofl &1y

STFIHESGL Nt  QULUUTSHET  eUENEIHeT.  @eufshen  oeotest)  LNeoTGeurmy  6TeoTM)
QehCaTalg ST GOUNGH TN, eUmN&) HHLOEID HOITHELSGCaGI HenL QUMD ML 66T
BeL QUDTE]. Cameueustt glemguiled @QmEHeTnm QUTpS QUBHEITTNSTSHET SMD 2 EUEYILD CUT(LDS
Qe Geustrgul QFwWeL&meT Sl WeOM&aNeL FaMuieurm QFWIG (PGS UG LT 2 66
O 6OTL_IT60T.

@omer,

‘9II&] N6tTGC6OMISHEG H(HLOEMM LO(H RIS 6T

2_FlLICeUeLEVMD 6R(IH(LPMM HLAS G (HlevldL. QBTENELSHEHETESHTENG 44-45)

6TEOTLIHTEL 2 6UBITEVITLD.

UEN&] Hh&ST Qedseu] Coaum safleryre QUEHBSTVID HUTHEHL 6T eetTmILL(h CFIHSHIS
Qamenall] eT60TM) H6hH Sg&HEHLD LML OmOCUITEID CHTINLLD FamiFleTmen]. Q&eneu,

‘9IMHGHI2_ MDDTESL & L6V QbGLI

Um&EReOD Q(H&HmS QUTHHSTE 248601601

SIDJFT NTCETT SISHSI LO(HRIS6 [Hl6dT

2_empuilm Qamenal] Qm@G & Heor @@L

&M560 HETQIT(H ST CFeLEUSEI (LD 6T

LOMLLOGI6M] MBS LGS (HleVDL DL S&H605H&MenG 107-112)

6T6OTLISHITEL SIDIUIGVMLD (Natarajan, 2015).

HITGTSITLD 6L(TH 6T0TLD

SeoluHHMIHHL  BIHTIHMD  UHEWID  6TeoTLG UMD GSOILIUSET 6D  @eLemev.
Geuenmenysementl UMM Hev QL MseNeL WL HGCL GMSSLILL (RN HSH6wI, NTE], eUms) @I
cpeumIS Sl TGN  JIEMEITQIHLD  BIETSHTD  QUIHEISST  6T60TM  H(HSLILIL 1. (h&SHEVMLD.
Geuenmenjgemeniumm

‘ugliy B5s srelifli umeneu &6TLGe06UT

@ruGumy &mHmUPL YruGumy Q&TmHMLALD

2 palleml allemariCury Upelimed 2anj&@pd” (Flevlbl BHT(HSTE HTem& 147-150)

6T6OTLIHTEL SIMILIGVITLD. Y6016V HTETTSHITLD 6U(HEBILDTE QUTHMeTS GMILLIL 01606516V,

GLQID UGB UghismeTUUDNIS GSOIUNEL  QUTPS  eUGHEILLUTGUTL g6 LH&S50%eMeurs
6115 816FMIHTOMT QeThIGHTEIQ H6IT. LMILETLLSHLD QeusmaNmd, SFFUsD CQFHHMD eurenisL, &L
Qumenelimd,  CeuenmevuiyHd  HHBHMWD  6teoim  GOUNEGEeTOMF.  Cogoitd  umjluer L GLD
Gauemallsasmall QamauGd JATFUSHD (PJ&H, CQeauan@mL, &aifl, QpGRCSMT, RGEFD, 6lgGealed
SpEWUMMIL IO eUTNS LLSHLD BITEhFlL FHeomd C&Te(H STalLB&6Tmgl eTerml ellens@alermmiy
QeMrGaHTal &HeT.  opemmed Geouenmedl UHHHMGS Hod GOIILLULRCH sely Geauml e1He|D
GMSSLIUL N6LEM6L.
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I

SIbhH6wT, UTEFJ, euewNS&y, Ceuenmeny 6160  eU@GHEUILILTGUTEH  QFHTELSTUNWT  Famiwl
QUMSLILIML Iq60T  SliglienLuled  HeoLUHEMIHSHL  STEILLGRME.  AHSHEUTHT  FCLHSHHH6L
WETemAUDHM  aNeMhi& 2 eTeme). eMepGHleugId GCeustall CQFWIUGID SuTHTG CHTLHOTES
2 ¢Tengl. CLYID HHRSEMaTE QsTEN(E GGG  (PSAWLLNMUIIFQFUILIITHETTS  J6UTSH6IT
allemhd o dtenesy.  (WHHW UTHHTLOTSE 2 6Ten  Cameuevetilesr  CLHEMGHmET  61(hHHIHFaM
S G W SMMLILILIGTLG S HIUMSHS ST HGTDMG.  TFTHemeT  Geouetel  QFUILl  SiHS6wTTSH6IT
2a1GGeNSHG HEMEOLDMILIS SHTEWI(LPIGHETME. TFFHT Coug (WeormemWfeiumm 6uhg HeneveniLl
STEUIPLHETME). UTMSETEHT FePSHHHD 2 WNHH QLD QUOMBHSTVID ATEFTEHEHSHGSLINCT &T6sT
EMEUSHLILIL (BETET  H6T6MLD  LIQOEITTHEITMG|. UG IHeT  HhiGeT QengHeuy GCeum  oafleiyns
QBGHSTYID JQUTEEFHES 2-FH6U (P6TaU(HalmS CHTEUEET 6UTeLTN) 2 WITHHHOTDSH. CUGTNSHTSH6T
2_UIU(BHHIQUSDES (P6IT SHSHWIHEHES aNHH GHeT L6oT  SUTHET 2 UL 6o @G eme6s
Ga&meu6V60T DGO TS ST & Sl6L QEWIeUHTS B eTRICSTEIG 86T &ML (K &lesTmIY.
GeuenmenjgemeniLmml@GmILIL 2 61enGH gy 6)(I5 6B0TLILIM(G LITL_Lg 6D SI6UITSH6m6IT GCes gl
QeTRICHTEIG ST  STLLONCLEMED.  SHGHEWI),  STEF],  6UWN&HT 6161  cLpsorlemest  LOL(HLD
UGS HIHOHTEIH MM SMETEUMTUD HTEISTD QUIHEWISHSH6D MEUSHISTONT 6T60TM)| 6TevvT600T Ge6vuTlg.
2_6IT6NG).
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