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The Sangam literature is the foundation for the early life of the Tamils. Food, shelter

Received: 05-04-2024 and clothing play a very important role in the building up of the culture of a race.
ii;’fi‘iiﬁgﬁgf_%; Accordingly, paddy, samai, varagu and millet were the four most important food grains
Pub]ipsheci: 30-07-2024 in the life of Tamils during the Sangam Age as can be seen from Sangam literature like

Narrinai, Akananuru, Purananooru, Ainkurunuru, Perumpanaruppadai, Mullaipattu and

Madurai Kanchi. At the same time, they discuss in detail the cultivation of varagu, the
m time of cultivation, the soil, the origin and nature of the plant, the method of roasting it
and the manner in which it is presented to the guests. Accordingly, this article compiles

Check for and analyses the information about Varagu in the above Sangam literature.

updates
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(LP6IT )| 6D

FhS QeSAWMSMTL  UPHSLOPFET  eumpeuiesd  &HemehSd  6Teorm) GO TELMLD.
@neLmuigld  YEnHSErsHE GMHULL QeusSw Qeussau s QHTLIFHMUILID U T 2@1L_M5
QamLy&FSwmest UeoUTL(h  euememDsL|D Q&mem(herer SHLOPTHONET 6UTLDEMEUUD  6UFOMMHEMMU|LD
sLLenUUSHD Serenwne| QLS FhsG QeoSHWRSsT LO& @QeMilmbTg QL &
QAGHTDET. BI&HS euenfFAIITID, QFTHOHIL L (LPATGCIMHMSSHTEID BTD Q6T CeuGSHNLD
QaeoTmIL_LMeYID &al, HLOG LIGTITEHL U eUTLPEILIED QIATEMLIDGET BHLD EUTLPEII6L 6TETeNMEBEGLD 26Tl Mg
BLD6MD UAIBL HHHID 6T6OTLSMS SIS HMLMIGaNeL UMIOUFW 2 66| HTENmSHT GMSHSI
w&sefenL Gl goul(®  eu@pd  alfliyaujGar FTLHWMGSLD. Seualimauiied  @neormuign
SENHEHEHGD Ceurs FLOLDTHT6T @QeTMIUIMDIITG 2 60T6)|&HerMled 66TDTS Q(HHSHIUBD “QUTES”
CT6OTEMILD  HrefllDd  Fhms QeusSHnseNed eTeueuTOmeveLMDd U&ley QEFUWILILL (RO  6T6TLENSE
&(HSHLOMS gYlle] QFLIEMS).

ULpHSLOLPT eumLpailéy & 6ol g e
LLEHSLOIPT HlevHend SIFH6T H6TeDSHEFHG JOU GMIEHS, (LPeLMEL, W(HSLD, CBHUIGED, LITen6eD

aans IfigsHyd G QUDHGEESET. @AATG HLSHNED. SbHLsHD  Hoay
srevhlemev, LOGToT6U6NLD, Bieuend oy &WeUMMIET G6TMDSGE FMHU SRS 2 606 (LPOMSaNED ST,
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el QaMieml, HPhG, @Qemev, Gerild, QeomEH, SLeoU( 2. 6WI6| 616N CUMSBUIEL 2 66|
o2 MUSH CFLLD LG CEFHHGHGLD HeiTmenlsd SLODTSHET Q&I (HHSH6]. “QBHeL”  6T6TLS)
DS HeLGSHET (PH6IEMD 2 w6 Feilwoms: QUBUINID. eumpeiled o wifhs HeneouNedl(hhHs
NENHET,  SlUf&HeT  FMHS CHTALNMTET&HT PHCWIMTHeT WPSEHW 2 ueuns  QHHES.
SIUQIMBUTNEL FhIG &ML QIENSHEHE LGILOMHM (WemMUNL “QleL” he (P& QL HmsL
Ny SHGHSGH. NGHeoT QUTBHLCL LUDBTeTMHMIL Ljeveusst GLom&&Spsoriy,

“QBeLeVID 2 uNgeTCm Hpd 2 uNyerGm

eteetest 2 UNJHCH LDELTHEMEL W|6VSLD” (LYMLD.186:1-2)

61601 BHTLTEHLD LDGITEIEHIL 63T “GIHEL” ML UL (& FamIHeoimi. “CHeL” 6T60TLIHI R6UMS
Hevamiseanes &mev HenesEn&GCHMHL epelCleuT(p HevdHlevlld eNenaTauCGHETDMTID, UG &FePsSSleor
SlMeTH G Hlemev LDESHERHGSLOMEST 2 uedTsS @ (BHHSHeL6MeL  6T6TLIMS FhGL LML V&6 HLOGS
2 S GIHTmesT. GMEhH HevsHH &SN (LDGHESTEMD 2 6016 &H6MN60  SlMESTU|LD, (LPELEMEV, LIMEDIEY
SEW  Bleomi&ailer (LPFH6Tend 2 e &aied UG s (WW&HHIW UMIG euSHGgleTenes. HemeuriLb,
QAUIGLD FPSHSHHT  SlgDL L W&KafleT 2 auesHefled s  (WPSHUWL UG  uSHGGleTernenr.
SUQIMBUNED  “UJG” UPHSLINSSSID CUHLDUTETEHOWTET  Heolu@GHsefled LuNLLULL OIS
WSEWIDTeT 2 6u016Y STENUILTES Q([HHS ([HSH TSI

UG (Umeroumeold 6 (@GGrTLEGGeVL L LD)

eugeommeL ‘UG 6T60TLIG) SLOILDITS (61 &S HTevT 2 _630T6Y HTETLILDTE L (HLb
QGHAGESNMe. QHHWIT, QFHOHTHNES WpLNfEST, S, sOUTET  (PpHOW BTG SeMNeID
LML OuGD meiiil LTS (HMeV&HSTEHAIID, QASTGS -9, U&.143) DL S SMHIS LDEOLD
GOOEUTSL QUILWLD 6ueTld GmmbHS SflFe0 6w, QFLDLO6T, Fifleumsst HELMIGET, FFenend SHMHE6
&6VHG 6N Y& QL MSeNL @ alemeaTud HeTenn Q&ML & QhHTON 6L LGS &eneans
SMLQEId  BHSHTD, &SIBTL&SL, W AW MCHED, &5F608), efler, sSUODRBTE AW
wrhleomisened LUNTHESMLHL QFILID &HSTET, LPRIGl &S 2 el &ealsd (WeHHw GL b
QHGHIME. SHUONGESMSL QUTMISHUMIUND CFTamemL. Il SLOPSHD UL CmE SHLOILDSSS6oT
eumein.  Hlevmiseiled omeormeufl LUNITS QUL CLOMHEGL UGHAUDMNSE STVHHOD Splg TG (LPGHEL
LNflLg QeTLBE WwIFsH WwresHe simeusml. Qeuiu@Gld uuNTGL. KRHG WS WMIDTS
&MLLD QUWIGIML UIGTGSLD.

“UIG” SllgluemLuiled “Qmed” CUTTCH €(h L6LEUMSESH STEUTMGLD. UMt Hevmiseafed
aNeneneusmSTeT  SHSHeUmLILSmaTS Qamaul. Chml 6&Jiy &&8 Q&maiL “ufj@” BHIsCeHsMsNS
Qlemd Geoilwl  eter Hlemmhs Heomseiled alengsHsd 66iiLGH BIL&HaNL (PMaTEEHS CHMTLRIGLD.
sresw  Lufsefled  (PEETIUFNS SHS &Ml  T(HSHHEHASTETEHD  HTelLBGaTL  UFGLD
@REIOIGLD.  eujdled SiglitemLufed Quflw CoaumuThHEeT @6Leney TETMTEYID QUETIHLD LI 6USSHEL
oo euems aun@ LuNfseilstt Sl UGH SOHLLY, Heulll, uFms & Hpriseailed QoSG Luliy
ol Remeoulled uwuy HMGHOG wIHeNGL. FOMI euaTomer HERSED CLP6TMIG 2 WIFD
QEIUINGID Fal QUEM(HLD HeTend QST . 6(h NMGUNO(BHF USTIHLDSTEUTD 5 (LPFHEL 25
SIMIGET U] HeUJhG UeMT&HFalqIH. BHEHST eMeiled &S HJ& FalgllFl ETIMTEVILD, 66T
MEUECHTEL  STOLBDLSHEHEG (PHHW 2 EIeUTGWD. UMt  HleolIL@Hsaned eumpd L&sees
GLUNGLUSNET GHEamsemen Gaullabd, STalUnsmeand CssflHs meus@GLD D6 &S JHmens
QEIeugleL (WPSEHIW QUITHETTSHELD, MHeUSCHTEL LFlEHemend QFUIWe|D LIWETLL SFalq WIGTGLD.

By Com&w @QLmseNd euaTjhs eugHed &ev CHIMED BHEGSH Heien 2 GuLTHaN(HL.
BGen6rT 2 LTS EFSHE LOWSSHD, eUMhEH CUTETD eReleUTEmLOGET JHUBLD. @6UUTMITE  6UTENS
‘BBEHG QNG 6160IM &S QlPRIGal]. QL HP&GL LU@bheal Wepd &STeold Hlanmeymid &@heumuiled
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HMisHmal UL SHO amgsGd eugend “Uetll  euj@’ elarm  GOUGeuy.  Qeuanyeu(h
QUMSESHMETS ST euiHled Caum eumsSHT @evemev. QRO Feny CHMU HTHGSHL JMHUGBUS
CumesiCm eun@ UUNFeIDd ey CHMU HTHSD 2 @u@E. ul@ UULNTHEESHMLGU (MGG &0l
CEIEMID @@ Hml STeurd auIGL Lufler euaffleowsd SHULUCHTE (WHDOTS QUG hHHCUTSEE
Qg LNHECUTHEE &S Sawenwl almarald@Gld HTend  C&TEIL gl ©bh& (W&
SHMIOTHRISEREGET  Simleenl.  QELWLUGL g  WWaUgILrs  simpeueml  Qawwiur @
SMLHEDLHAM6T  GEMDLSKOTTEL [H6tT@G UGILGSHSHLILULL  SaTh&efled @LLUUL(B  STELHEDL SH6M6s
MNeneuis g SEHOOILE meusGCHETeON(HHEH afEG Henursl NfsHEAsEEsUULE COGSUILGE TS
AW eugemsall. umpwl afGes GCemmMMmEG gmmal. meusds GCamed GUHleLNsT LILL MHMEET, LD6w
GIHseT Gumarmeummled CHNGSILGLD @G HTEMUD U (&S EH&HE CHLITDEID  &6iT6nLD
LIOTOWID  QHEGD. QFeT alangsel LGIGLSHTSH 62601UH  CDELEOI  SI(HSGHETL 601G
cT6oTLGMeL  Camuiled GCamUrmIGaied 2 emen GOUMIG6MNE Lhlere MEhAWTSL  LwleTU(hSSLILIB ST ).
SeaImsUTNL QNG SLOISHET eumpalled e Qerdwemndwing @QLHmG CQUDMIETET  (h
STeNLILDTGLD.

Fh& QevsEHWGH6L 6l (G

Comaei  eugeomrOMIL  NeTLeLSHSHL UMTEHGLCUTS “euf@ eTememild  Hmeoflwil LUy
@ueuLmuiyd Yan(hEEhd@ Geons gLlilpgsailer eumpGeur® MereflNenemihd 6260IMTS 2 66N
6T60TLG  LeoLILED. &h&  QeusHumsaied BHHMienes, SUSHTHIMI, LUDOBTEOHIM,  KRIGMIHIMI,
QupLUTEITHMILILEDL,  (PLMLUTL (R, L&IMISESTEHH HWaMHMEL “QfE g ummiwl
GMILILSET LIJeUeunss SMewliLG&siimest. GOLILTS UDBTIMI WOHMILD ANSHTHIMN0 LUJHS Hemaied
Heveu] QUBLLSS6TTeL L6y GEuwiuliiL (herereor.

BoMlensruiled e

UNG Uit Hleol Luy o4@b. epel uullor uulflGusne Wiy HSHSHW
Hevsems meti@ UetLEGSHS Couan(hd. GOILUTE e LUSNHEG (P66 UM HlevGHmns HeoTS
s umss Qi cLpeTml §T6d WL &5 WL &6 2 Galu(HD. SLAUTPSHISTET eumetL Hlevdgled
QAIGL UUN] BTG (WMGGL Fmenerl CQUMID. @QHHEF CQFUWLUPMMEMILI,  (PELEMEL BV
MNetTeuHSev e AemmLU QU6 MNedTeUBLOMM L&6 Q&IGI6TenTI).

‘@EwWem RyuNw Fifleneo eug&Hleit

S66USSS] HNHS &ML LOL LILT6w 6001

SIeneL HRISTL(H Qreneoun@ eudHu|b (B. 121: 2-3)

SISHIGTHMICL UTSG

Q@ eumewiL. FGeuell LGHSeNeL WL (HeLeLNd 2 Wihg LenevFgfleyseaieylstear Gl (b
BeomsaNeld (1@ QFLNGHSH eueT@bd. Seueumm euemjhs euj@ LUNfLL Heomssnend smmlulemen
UGHEMD  W&ESHT  meUGCHTLSMET  THHEGWL  QuTpd  e1Phe  Usmsullemerrs  LmHM
uremev g Sleneuruiled LomeLpeveoti Speuhomml GMILNGAmTI.

“HE06US HHN] UTH6H WITGHUIIL 6mLH &6l

PSS &eued CPSIL, &6 &(h GCH2 Ll L& (SI&LD.359: 3-14)
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§MH& Qeu&HEWMGeMN GCoumiens 6lsiienild WHW QUL eNFhgH CusLLL (Heteng. Qb
Geumiend O QFDL6EN Hemmhg &Fleumst LUGHsaNeL BHetl@ QFNSSH eueaTbLd. eueurm Q&FLDLO6TI
Heomhs CLLG HeLRSHT L6UmS 2 IWFSHEHSGSL GOLUUTES UDMeUSELSHGSL 2 mmelL Loms
SIMLHEHSGLD  SeoTemOWenLWwFH. @QhsL  MerUeusSHed  euf@  LUNJRAFILIWLILUL I (bhH S
uremevg Slencuuiled Lewt SpeuhOmm UHe| Q& WIGIeTenTi).

“G(HM HTL CoUmIMEEF CFEh &6UeL eUFSH6T

@ us HevmHhs CHTG Fal (b (h Henm’ (SIGLD.367: 6-7)

ST &1ER FMjhe HeoIPD (LPELMED. (PLEMEL HGHL G belG CFNSHSH auan(HLD
SETEOLOU]ML WG (h HMHMIHled Seueurm Q&FNSsHITHE WPOHOW SHCITE ST HIHD UIGSH
sAHflenesr 2 enLwl HevGHHL (WL GLIg&HT GHHE ©HHE ML ST &Sl LOTEFTS ST
Speummm uHe| QEWIGIeTenTi).

‘WM UMD 2 &E@pLD (LPELEMEY SiD LiMeTeD,

506US &S] UTHET FMINT Y MG (H&HLD.384:5-6)

UHW Qameemevuned Heil@ SNl (B euenmyhg WHOW eufGL Lulflener MiesHL QFIIS)
beo1@ UaURSSIULL  SagHGeo QLB wrGsmer Lllg Neoeamuedl (bl 1Nf$s  eurdlenes
uempwimeomer 2 MeOIGeL QL (R, @UBUUL L6 LLigll O] 2 60&M&WTeL GMHM Sllg €6 (LDeme6dt
SIGETMID  LOMIUPENET SMIHUILD SUDDHE &6V 6TeTmId (WPWmSHenmed NfFOHHSS SiflSmeTg
SO&TLHHL  QeuctniQennld S 61N QUPRIGHSalqUl  LIGGITENmISHSamIuiler  Geussmern
aNen & &HMmeMLIGCUTETN SNfHUNE6TT LOGHI6IITEL CFUIS LTeneruiled smeushdHl &S Cammenm umGeor(h
&UhG LI6LE0 6TeiTamIld HHOIF@IMLLUI BT Ig60 NBHHNIES 6UPHRIGD UTmeL [Hevd ST Femi
LDITELPGVETTIT] 6T6OTERILD LieV6e] SLpeu@bLOMMI USle QFwISmI).

‘WS Gaum 60155 ] Qenev QbhH CHTL(Hs
SIS &I QUTHeT &ML QFHMG QUTRISLA
SUL (B Sl QUTHS LD Heneor 2 Hijene” (DIBLD. 393:4-6)

@eueurm SSBHTHIHMIL QUNSG 6T6rTemID FHresiiigHeneorls umm eNfleursl CUEFLILIL (HeTeng).

UDBTRIOHIEL IS

UDBTsOrm  SlpFeefes  eugeonmmié  SeME@HWIDTSD  UGIUTL(h%  H6MEhEILIDTSHELD
Hodlemg. QeTmID 2 HMEG 2 JHHH5E5 NG 2 elert eumpailuled GMHGCHTeTHMmeD C&mesu
SeADG. Sl6ualmauNed SiTemMI SLOIDF FepsHHleT 2 wia|l UGS QIN&GSHIGST GMNHS
ueLGaum QFWIHGET LoBTammmMed Leveu] GUGSSeTeL LHe Q& iUl (Reteamsr. GMIUUTS ‘U@
(60T HeNGHemsl UOMILD SiF 2 eUT&HS  Qsmetariu@Gd  (Wemnm UMW  LFeIeOTSHS
GMILILS6T SMesoTLILI(h & esTm6oT.

Qeheng WISHMGS QHTEIL P PHMEHCL LMTEIITSHET SMEHEVIU|D LOTEHEVU|D eUTSHHE
Gemmenm umQeon@ CHQsmHD FLmsor WWMHSHGCWITHID 2 6L STLHMU 0SSN Sy
Speummm uhe QewISmT.

“SITEV SHSILLD, LOTM6L HHEHU|LD,

Umeys &(h 6oT6ar LI6dT LIV euF&edT

umed Quul Leorsld CHG6TT(H LOWSE),

G@M (Wwwed CAsMpeEh &G HPNGSH @&5060ME” (LUMLD. 34:8-11)
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QIMID Fal SMNGGLOCUTE &L Me elemmss Heneoulgisiiar aunsflHlF Cemmenm CEIs g
2 GUILITD QI  &Gemed AaUUlWSTS QHSGL. WeSHHMT  Hpmhler  samml  Q6TnHMEBEGLD
QUTBHHILTM @\([HSECTMG| 6TEETELLD.

Geumlend LOJD HDHG Heuhd eueneijenlul CL G HesHCe alenetbhg (WMHMIL auF&leot
GCemomid QuesouNedlssr Camensenwil Gumetm CHTHOLENSSSTE Lieveu GMILLNHEH 6T

‘UM l6tT aMlemenhd LG UJE il

Slemest Q&ML Selemed SMILILL, 6T

Qampm Qsmg eNer)é &MU CHM UHLD QL& (LMLD.120:09-11)

Qies sL(Hengullet (WPHUNGCL Fadwg Cumeaim eursH& 6m6iTLG GMIBHEL  LDEITEITEEbLD
6leflil  LD&ESE@HLD 2 6WIISHFalqlUl 6(h 2 6WIEUTSH &hG HTVHHL QEHHEIETOTH.  CUTRIGSTMIL
Hevedlw Hlevgdled alemenhd eupdHlenrg Cemmenm QUMD SO CoubS s 2 6ueuTd: QNG
HeHEHTH CHTEITL (B THFFENT LDTL606T LOGIENTEH GLOIEUIT] 6T6TEDID LevauFGMILLN(H &6y,

‘6T Ljev eup&lett QEmesrMm@, Qumme b

FmMy L06oT6oT) HUNeHILD, 61D euUT6T

ur® SNbg G UsilermGy” (LMLD.197:12-14 )

UDBTMHML ‘Smeusd &HJ eurdlesr (UmLD215) &ev ealemen  eUFHTLMLD.327), “&(HRISHTED
QUGS (LMLD.335), “CleueTemen UG (LMLD.392) 6T6oTm) eup@GLl Luflesr Heo(hl UGS, 2 wgbd, HmLb,
Sesiil Lo6wNuNesT GetTemid HQIDemML UMM LOMTRIGIQHLOM], LTI (LPG6OIL Ljeveal] LIeu (LD
aNGHG! LTI U|eITerTesriy.

USGHIUUTL(BLD 6UJGLD

FhS  QeusHWmGeiled uSGHUIUTL (e G bQUMMIeTaT  YOMILILENL.  [HIL&ET GMOIUUTS
QupbUTETHMILILEL, HmuraTHmiitaL. p&Hw Qranhid UPHSLODE &Fepsdded aumpeaiiied
N LIS EH&HTS LD6TTENTHMENS CHlq&FLlFeLaId LMemjHaflest eumpenilsneoll GCUEHH M. HOUTHETS
QMpPeNeL 2 66 616G CUBL HTEEEHMS gHUGSHIHUeTanG. OB, SHenes QSTeTEh, ieemT,
glemelsny,  eujg  Cumerm  STEWhSGET  Seuiserg  eumpeiled  HNJSSUPIQWITS  6R6TDTS
SIMLHEBHSHMSL LUSSGIL LT (REHICLSEHLD LSH6 QFUIG|6Tere.

SLODTSHENET (LpG6iTemOWITET 2 106 S SHHHTaNd (WHHWL URISTHMID M6l LeTenerll
Gumeiml GMISW Grefleneijenlwl eugHer SfHE Cerm STLSweNGHHTe CLHDOUTEIITHMILILEDL &
GOINGHGD.

‘GMIh S eUrHlet Gmem DG QFmerml (CILI(HLD.193)

sl grefNensmilenLul eug&HspienL il pmHmiw HJ unHM GHIMTE STEhE,

&(HM S0 UTHeT QBRI GIeL Lsop” (372)

TEOTMILD, BTG (POOIW  eUTHET SHNTG 6(PRISTS BIDOUSET CQUIMISHIULL  WITLHEL
QLU L giemenger Gumsim @@bHSS sTarmib, GOUNGEH6TDE).

Gugd, el uulpmend eumei. Gl (G Heomsealgid QFbwen Heomsalgid Q&FHSS
UTIHEBHSEDS.,

‘@Y seufeymmen LB LT eufGs” (LD&IemI).113)
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Quilw Geumiens LIRS &LDHS, WTsnerser LUGRSSHmBHSTH Gureaim Casmmmwes@Ld &iflul

LU®BSS SMHSET HHS QUi LTHS UssSGe ellamabGhs a&sd sSfler CHMMHMNS, Si&sLh
2 enpLIGUTeT  emsullgvlenen  @peiti(h  NJLGEMET  REIMTE  QeMEUHFH  MeUSHIHCSHT6TII(H

QoLUumSLGCUTETM QGHSH 6T WGIEOTE  STEhE WO  jGd &HHES SI&HsHD
2_emLILeIetTl6 en&aNfeL&Hmen 2 eUmLILGSSHS FomSeTmE).

(Plg &en1

LPHSOLD QeL&HAIIRIGET L& SLOLDGET 916 eumpemeals SMUNGHIL UTGeugGCUTETCD,
Umeumpelieneou|ld 2 6meng 2 ememeumm  STLANUGSHHeTmenr.  GOIuTL  eslg  eumpeNes
QerMlemnOUITG FamTs 2 6Tem 2 6wi6) GMHH ULCaIM CFISSmaT LPHSLOIDL LIGLEUTSHET &hiGHeT
umLsefled ugeuersll udley Q&uiglemens. @eumsnm BLD LEeTUTTMeUE QFUIeUG6TELHEVLD HTLD BHLOG)
ueoLm_ (B yysenet WL H@Heurdsn QFulgh HCUDTEHSD Qi @uisib.
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