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The Uncompromising Critic — Rajam Krishnan
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Received: 16-12-2025 Rajam Krishnan occupies a seminal and autonomous position within Tamil feminist
Revised: 16-02-2026 literary discourse. Her writings articulate a rigorous, uncompromising critique of social
Accepted: 05-03-2026 power structures without privileging or aligning with any singular ideological

Published: 16-03-2026 framework. Transcending distinctions of caste, religion, race, and gender, she

persistently interrogates all forms of oppression embedded within this society. From

m the inception of her literary career until the end of her life, Rajam Krishnan remained

steadfastly aligned with the marginalized, directing incisive criticism toward
S institutions and agents of domination and exploitation. Her critical engagement extends
updates to the ideological foundations of the Vedas, epics, organized religion, concepts of

divinity, the caste hierarchy, patriarchy, and class-based exploitation. She further
interrogates conservative and regressive ideologies entrenched in classical Tamil
literature, modern literary traditions, and contemporary media discourses. Rajam
Krishnan's feminist vision actively endorses progressive social practices such as inter-
caste marriage, women'’s autonomy in choosing life partners, divorce, remarriage, and
women’s education, thereby challenging normative moral and cultural frameworks.
Through this sustained critical praxis, Rajam Krishnan emerges as an uncompromising
ideologue whose literary trajectory reflects unwavering ethical commitment and
resistance to ideological dilution or compromise.

Keywords: Rajam Krishnan, Feminist criticism, Social criticism, Caste and religious
criticism.

(PTG

QgL Hmpegawsn - @&  CQeumid  QUWITELEL, @UBUSTD  HITOHMTEUIG 6T  CILIGTuT6utTIL
Qeu&6EWSHeT (p&eufl. BreueonaFlwy, HMsng pAFIWIT, SyuieuTen), QLTI Y EhHENLD 6T6olLl
ueT(psLl  uflomemid  Qsman(h QuWRiSwelgrs @Qorewn  S(heeesueT  Upeleonsd  SimuliuG&my.
Qemauwieid), FFLOHM Qeu&HHW OHMID Fepsd aNDIFSITHOD HaHLPHGI6TaNT]. QeuHHID HMID
gepsgdent Wgnen Qeungl wIEFLMHM Nfs6rl UTjameusmil Qeujsd LemLLisefsteul Camgl (Hd
SML(HeusTs Q&6 (Hen] HenHAME).

grd), G, Ceusld GMSHG IO F6uTTIS 6l

Qs Fepssdlen WNsLAUIIWL UOMICHTLITSES FTéll Siemliy Geleheimluleengl. @&evmed
MoUNGeoCt e &MIMY QUEBLD SlTUSHDES WaTESLILGHEIDET]. QEHHMSI CQST(RENLOWITE FTH
QUNMSTeT  (pSH6sTend  UNIWITGL LMD (LDEMMEMIL  i6TTemied  SDCUSST (P 6TCDMAEMITI.
QU H@HeQEUEmID &FTH WD UMPTDHED SHHWd Uflams eugCeaun&mmy. Geued 66iim H6ug)
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Smismguiled Frd wLEMIOLGS H@GLemd Yflub  Questsmest,  Sewuieusst oL LTJ  (LP(HLOGTSIL 65T
gOSTaNL_LMeYd, SleueT  FlbueTl Uadengd LG (LP(PEMLOWITS QMRIES  CSTeTeUMS
dBSHSHSSML Il &TH WL 61601Mm  afFTiQLELELND LG SHesT (Lot @my@wmnmw Gurmeusns
&L &STL D). "FMEGHSHMen Gouedw|d, (WemEepd CuMLLILGHAMCHWTOIL L6ws55HE Gevemnen

‘6T60TH@ GLDeLs e1HGHemenT GLI @bBHSTEL 6160160, 6T16016GS S Hev) QUHLSHMMIHET 6TEBILD
srevomenoiGLy  smHwIll  LigHemew  Qetimeneyd  FiSGHI CUTSTHHDHGS SMIEWILOTS  HEOLOHSHIETONE).
Q&HHGHMHEF CHFOHMIEL LO6NGHTSHET 616N [HTEUEOIL LN6TTenen &FePSSHHTL @(HSSLILIRLD LI6TeT] &CLps
&S, HD URADHGS HWEGSS & 2.61en UmDWT Fepd  W&Sefs 188 BHEs5m56
QFVIGHHIUMSUILD, ST 62(h FTHEHG Sl ENDWITEITVID H&HGHS SHME e@h FTHWL NflaNsreny
UGS GLILNGSHCSTENE  CQUbsnd CuSS Hifleumsd TESHSHMTSEADIT]. “BHOD  F6OTHISEDSHE
SIS e (pgeomefwm, Ogrem, &leam Q@SS HL&HE S BT LOEIOLET &SIl CFeusLd
LIGBOT6uuTsn)I LD MG 2 6ulf6) CI&SHSCHMTL 2arIGCUTUI(H &S .

LGS QUWIDTEL DG GHLITSET Gueangedlstt 2 flenwuNed Hemeoull (B QueaS 66
WETCAIHMEHHMNGS SHMLILML HDDEUST S UMLLLGND SLigSSTLEHDOM). “sreall &iisHgHs
SmamLd 6TeIm  HemeouNed, FOWID UFUTOGGD @hS G@h HLMGHET 2 6GuenOUNed LD&HSEM6T CUMLD
MEUGEHSHMET o (heumuileoreun?  @eng  QWomubCung  CQuesiewilest  flpF&l  uflewmng SHest
FaMIGEMATILD LUMT&HS (LPlgHMEGI™

W&GS6 QUIITTEL 6ol NG &HHEHTHSHL QeUT&HET HEMELUN(HEUSHENET 2 &GS LD 6T65TM
&eo1g  Breuedled GOUNGHDM]. “@h% 6L FEIHSHL U&GFOUMSH HNL& &SLLIOMD! CHMOMTHT
GMHT .. UGESHMeTS GULULEU Uamd QFlw Gaugd 6im L& BpFMFl  Geumblaen
QUCUTGID CQFTLHTMM.~ eT6ur 2 cwieiled SFHIIL QFIMMSH Hauml 6T6Tm) 61(hSSHIEDTSE M.

CougsmengHled QuEISeT &evall SHGW 2 Hflenw, Qenanenwld GCHIe] QFULUD 2 flenld
(pgeonenr o flemwssmenl  QUOM  &SHATLOTS UMPHSHSTEHAD, NGIHTL&Sefled FJHUGSSHLILILL
FSWML 2 flemn&eT wWmed  UMSSHLLLL 6T 6TeoMID  STeoTMIGailest Ul 1B SSHIMTSH M.
“‘Cougmiseiled QMHSEHAD HHSZHSHET HT6T LITEmGHaned @Q(h&EImen, BRIGET LImeoT &65&enlLiLLD
B8 BIeLSMeTULD LI &&H0TGL” 661N FaMl  SFRISITEFTHIWLT®IS SHNOWTE NDIHSHMTI.
“SILDLOM [HIT6T LITED Blg&& Fal MGT 6J6OILDLOM? 616N HEHETEN GLPhems CHLAMEG. LTEOlL QBHS
HIT6TT ILDLOM @Lr,g, uaﬂg,g, (ZLnrn] mmmg@ Qg BrmsmyssHed GLomfler Sene &6’0‘01@ &m&@ 881Gal
BeLELSIDOM?  eT6oTm  Geugld &M& (PHUELD QuETSmeTl  LJTEuhi&eT &H&F  Q&FTeLEILD
FRISITEETHIWTeD] NLFHSSH M.

@ TOTW6mID, UTPHLD, & GM&HS QD&

JILMERISHO FmEEE goULL QamHemwsamen QeueNsETLHLD eusnsuNed 55w Geuste,
aUICHONUTET OWHGTHET CUTEHTD BHIULSHMET LemLSHTeT]. Q&0 Fmg 6HG CUTmISHMSHEF
Genmgeuy  e6otm  QuFWMEHTCLGIW  S6uf UL  Q6IT0HEH&HE QWM  6TEITLIMNS
ahsgIemrsEEOT. Fng ULICHaNGEGL LNDhHaleT 6I6aLmeHs &L (K&Hmg 616D, 66T
SEUNEMBILIT LD&6T 6T GSMOIIN(HH DI 887S LOGHTEU )| & (GF FThS S a@mrreseﬁ]d)ma) 6T6vTlenILD
LD 63T 6016011637 %mmm @@g,g, 5@LOL|merﬂ 6hs QL SHeID aFaileLemev crso'rgu Gaemall eT(pUUSDT].
Urrme‘o‘r SLEL SLHG QbhG TESHMIES QSTEImE Fmgemwl LG HmpHEHE QFLeUSHDH&TS @mme\)
sieuett g elphgieN L ulfleowl CuTEEHS QsMeTeUSMHHTECE QEVRIMEBMIW Q6UTMSHTS [JLO6HT
FaNweng 61(hSGSHSTL (KA.

LaTUTISSSEL SMHSMS, HAFeTuE), GHd @g,mrrcmmw@ BLbHE CST(HEDLDSHEN6NT 68 6ril60T
LU&&LD @mgu 1576816 CaLEm. g_f,]Qljmugl meufsHG Lemerall %55UULL(2§, Qam(HenLD,
SIHMHSHILTD  GHHTLLGSH6L UL  QUITHeNTTE @&&muujleo Sleumesid  QEFIwIiLL
Qaragu@euglu@&mmer. @ Quen &HaISCH &weo fleow SMHMeueTTS BHL&SLUILH6EUSHEIELHEVLD
Quetsiend  QEBTEFMEFLLGSSUILGHMS’ 6TeoimID, STHSTH  Yeoursefett  euedenD&HE (N6 (hMhI%
Geueitllg b HeMELEMUIG H6TT HEUHMETSH HLIgdh CBMETUGHET VD  THIULNS, CleumILILITg
SML1&6QsMEn0H  QEssHeond:  ee6rm oN@GUULMD 6T  QFH  eussSUULL  SMhHSTFuNeT
wenhleney GMSSID QeueNiL®G S ST

Fmg eeMuiled Quetnr HIOLW' 6T6oIm SL(BemFuiled QU6EIIISHET @6V, LIS, 6UT6UIILD  6T60TM
Nfleysemen  SitLQCW  STUUGHGFW (WS SHHONGATES SHSLILLL 6]  6T6TMID,  ClLIGHIIS 6T
BIEISMD UGHMISHHGL SHBHEHS Heneoulled MEUSSLILILL 6] 6Temid, Wl S Q6rsHmnss
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SNLMDIITG MEUSHHS CHTETEUSMHSTHL CLIGTIHENET g 6MDIITE UGS [HHSHE] 6TOIMID S0 S0
CuMHCaTeT SMLIg LLGeum eNDIFEIIRISENET (6T 6DHEUSS M.

Fh& QevsEHW(PLD FH(HSGMEHLD

&S QLEAIIMIGAND & CHIDLULD § UGSV SHU QM eerm Quwifled ClLetoseMeor
B8 HoNSSUULBeTeng  eTeiiUsmSL L SRS QeoSAWL  UTLeL&menr  CMCsTET &L lg
1(hHSHOISEDM]. m&Hemn Chey QoUUmSIL S § UGHEH Q@MUUCEH CLOEL 6T6s L& LIT6HuTLG UI6HT
GCaall QUEBRIGSHTL Cua(h FamiauamdLll, LOBTHIOM 246-uF UTLeneL GCLMCHTHTHTLLG 0&H6mLD
Coreiy 6155msW  QEHTEHWL  UMUHSS 6T6TLmSE  ThSHSHOISEDM]. “Quensefsit 2 [flenLnsein

uNssILL (B @065GSHGW  ApMsTs @ Uss  SHY  QpOwd s QpMiw|G
EaNTLISSIULL Hl6nevenil ST6ul (LPIHME " ™.

HHEGMET, eSS SILME BHLLUUCSH QUETIIENMHSTE GWID 660N FaMIQDS ‘QUTLDEHMES
SIEDEIHEVLDY 6160TM SHSMTHMS 1RHHSHTL Ll NDIASKHDM]. ‘SOETHHSH HMHOSMTEHULTer GLGUIT
660D GMEMEVWLD, ‘QFHUIEUD CBTLPTeT CSMIPBD CHMLPOGH(LpUTET 6T6Im GSMemaTuid dHSHIS Fad,
GLHMHEEHES PMF STL(Heug GCuUTL QUEITIHMET Pem& &ML lg  SlgLeNLl  MEULILISTLI
GOLNGADTY'.

261L_&LD

SMHETLHEI  USSHNEMSEET, 261 ShGET CUENSHNT 2 L 6mevd SeUFFSL  QUIT(HeMTSHE

§55Mss eNmuTyréEGalmsll umml, usSHFlemsser Frplg QereNsd® Qnsl usHilens Hefom
&AMl  6TeLUMHHID  QuTbDUmeTS  HAVFwD  CousmeowiraS e  QHESG™™?  6T6Im)

NLDTASH MITI].

(Plg 6601

Qg Hmeguiea ST (PSS CQABTLREWGH (LI, Hg QmIS cpdsH  alamyuiled
SOIpBTH QSTLRE QHH WLOHMID 2 608 enalled CuammlD GMNES @b HM nFmel|LDd
SaDaILMoeL 2 MM CHréEH 218 GMNHS 60T HHHHemenT CHTMUITSL LG CFUIGHIETenTi.
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