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amirtha.kodi3@gmail.com The Sangam Age (c. 3 century BCE to 3t century CE) is widely regarded as a golden

period that reflects the richness of Tamil society in terms of art, culture, and economic
prosperity. During this era, pottery emerged as a significant craft and an integral
component of everyday life. This research article examines the various dimensions of
pottery art during the Sangam period by drawing upon evidence from archaeological
excavations and references found in Sangam literature. Particular attention is given to
the pottery unearthed at archaeological sites such as Adichanallur, Arikamedu,
Kodumanal, and Keeladi. Archaeological findings provide valuable insights into the
types of pottery produced, manufacturing techniques, decorative motifs, inscriptions,
graffiti marks, and their functional uses. Pottery plays an indispensable role in
understanding ancient civilizations and reconstructing their cultural history. From the
Sangam period to the present day, earthenware has remained an essential element in
the daily lives of people. These pottery artifacts serve as important indicators of the
lifestyle, trade relations, and artistic skills of the people of the Sangam Age. Soil itself
represents a fundamental marker of human identity, and material remains preserved in
clay function as valuable tools for understanding the heritage and traditions of ancient
communities. As pottery art is deeply intertwined with Tamil cultural life and
traditional modes of living, this study highlights the significance of pottery as a craft
rooted in nature and as a vital expression of Tamil heritage and civilization.

Keywords: Pottery, Archaeological findings, Keeladi, Tamil heritage, Sangam Age.

(Lo 6ot emI6miy

Fhi& &HMeLD (H.(p. CPIMMD  HIOOTE(H  (WHL S  eeImmd  HTOMTEIE — 6U6mI)
SNBSS Hemev, UM, QUIGEMEHTIL Y HWeuHMiET QFPemweamt CQealaNuuGSHSIDd e
QAUTMHSTELLTSES &HSLULUGHDG. Q&HTLHHEL LML & &ML (5 (WPEHHUWS QHTLHLTSHELD,
STOTL. eUMpeiledt (b UGHWTSHaID ellaThSLg. Qhs ulalsd &L (Hem] &hid &HT6L LOL LITEIL &
SmeuGaneT LLGoUM UfOTEUMISGEMATULD, QHTELOIID ISLPMLE|SET WHMID Fhe QesHHEF
FmeoTmIseledn SlgLUsnLUNeID rmuiUGADE. GSOILLUTS, YHFFHOWNT, f&HHCLE, Q&T(HLD6wT6,
Splg. Gumety @LMiseMed HeML G L LML RGN 6UMSBSH6NT, 2 (HUTSHGLD (PEMMSET, eumm6s
SIVMRISTIRIGET, HLEUL (H&6T, HMeL GNUIES6, MMID LTUT(REET GMHG QHTELEOUID HT6 86T
umMs  FamKeTMerT. &FhiG HMLSHGH LLUTGIL S CHTHOLEHL LSS UL,  QUITHETTST]Y
WEHHWSGIUD, WwOHMID Fepsl usmuT (Bl umseliy HwamHamm alfleuns NeuCsH Qhs
Spl1eNer CHTSSHLOMEGLD.
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IDL&6vG QG mLfleL

SLOLDIT LOGTUTLITEHITL_HIGEMET H6LEVG SO UMETHDABTLNC 6T60TLS SHLOLDTSHET LT HuIms
LDGUUTLITGUUTL_GH6meNT 2 (HUTHGWD  Hmevenil GMGGL  SLOPBTL gD  Qeitmid Q& &Hemev  Hlemev
QuUOBHEHGTIDG. QFHASTLHL Hemeoulled MFHUGBLAITSHET @GWied] eTerlLBa] LG  LITETIL hi&emer
2 (HeUTHG6UG GOLILTS GWel] F&&T&HS6 S 2 6085 BTHISHHET €[ MLDELEELELTGLD.

GWeU] F&H&ILD 61886 6LV QALAFTAUTHCHOIWT LG FarmaNGeom &eauELIlg&&LUL (B
QL. @hHUIT aubg Hev smeuld Q&M QHesTeNbHIT abGSH. LS D&MV eflGHesT LUNTSHESTLHL
Qeuwiebd, eNehGseamen LP&GSW, CngFe| PHOW QFMAL&EmeT SH&OID, ChHIHSHEH LO&HS6N
2 el QUIT(heTsHemen GENGHH M6UHS LOGULITEIIL Semen Q&G Q&TeuL6u]. QeUfHEh&HE (W60
QUMDHG L&SET alleuhi@Gseaile GCHMH BHTeMTH mLUSET FHTeu] SHeNsbefsit cp(R&eT GCUTETIMEMHEMM
LwledsTLI(h & Sl6vriy.

FRIGHTLHHCL LOEULTEIIL.  QHMHL uUjaueLT&HESD  QUOMI QBHSSH. AHmear Helss
Qempleons QauigleTens.; e6TGeu euUfHeMeT Hald QFUICHT 66T QUIRIL(R MG GI6TT6rT6DTI).
@aeme &eold QFII CaHMGel 6T6TemID LMBTETOM UM 6L el Ml (Pl HleTmd. CLOGID ialf&el
CaulGam  eretimId  SIOWPSSUIUL (BeTenenr] e ld  Amieuwid  WHG @SS
CLMQSTETR6ITMED 6T6oTR LD QGIFIL U(HHETME.

“SIFHMLS FTHM(H <D’ (LUmLD: 256)

LDGUUTLITGHUIL_MIG6TT  LO&&HEHSHG  Levausmsuiled  LW6ETULL . SIS5MEG UL  GQUWFSHEHLD
SIMSSHLILL(BETeNg). 2 6016 FMDSHSMHGFIW &aTd B H&eMDd eTeormid B Hemevss smeuliLGmHESHlul
&EMD D&SHE@LD 6TTMID SaMUUGHDG. @OhHaU] 2 Lenew QUi WL&0HHO eSS LsnGLILIT.
QFemeur HTLAIG6NT 6T6OTMID SI6MLDS & 60T

LD 6307 LI IT 6007 L1 & 61T

LDGUOTLITGUUTL_MRI&6IT  6T60TLIGHI  LDGHUT,  &efinesor  GLUIMesTm @u_lmm&, QUITEEL&ETEL  6Miq QUMLDG G,
2 fHH, QeulusHed &LE o GUTEHSLUUBL LTS, SHeN&en, QuUTDen&eT  GUITETm
QUTBL&meTS GMNGGLD. ST UTDSHMS, HEOMTFEFMJLD LOOMID UFEOTMMIL  LOETITLITETITL HIS%EMh&HE
wéHwinmer @L D 2 6oi(h. WLUMEIL LD CFILQITHET 'GUIOIET 6T6TMl HeMLPSHSLILIL L 6o1(], GLOGYILD
SUTEBET @ GOUALL Qamled GwwrsGal eaumphgear]. @& ASTHD, elleusmuib, Qnge|
Gurmesim QsMAL&HCaTR (PSHIW QL LD uHHSHE, G 2 ewe|ueur@L st WwoHmID By Gy
GumeTm SH6TTMML & CHeMEUSBEHEHE DL LITEIILMIS6T QUIIGID LILI6HTLIL L 63T.

LoGuoTUIMesoTL & QGmpleomenjsafletr eueryj&s

uemenL L BISHSMRGmeT LflhHIC&TeTeuSled LOL LITGHIIL MIGET 62(h (LPSH6ITEHLDWITE &([heLITS
NaMhRIGH6TM6uT. LD6vTG &@g,rru_lg,gsisr Qg,rrsifrsmmé, &meold QHMGL oL UIm6ITL & Qg,rna@d) G)Jml']ééﬂ
SIDLDG QUBSIETG]. 260016 FOLLUGHGSLD, CEANUSHEGLD, Emlju QUDIQISDGLD, FLMIGSEHHESLD,
eJ6or @mg,@g,rrmuu umguugm@m ol DL LIT6UOIL_MIGET LILIGTLIL_ L 60T. @)6m6u SHSTMML.  Liwledrum (BL
QUTEL &6 €TEITLEMGUID HLHG, &HHTEL L&SHMGT HmevGHHmer, QHTALHIL L M6 eSS
QFBMLILSET, &FeP&U  UPSSHINGSRIGET aeumsnm  LNJHUeOGGD  SHemeoll  QUIT(HL &aTT&E) LD
QILTMHM  QYEOUMIMIGTEHA|D  SHeHemeT.  HUOWESHET CQUIDHSTELLNSES &HSLUBLD Fhis
SMLHHL (H.(P. 300 - .U 300), LOLLTHIILE HMED SUGH6T 2 FFHME ML HE(BHSHF. Fhid &6V
LOL_LIMGHOTL_& &Hemeu&emenll UMM SMeuSMHG BHLO&G QiR eUEMSITET SSTIHIGET HlevL & F)eieren.

3{606)

> Q§MeLEOIIL Gemhisefled BLSSLLLL SHLOMLIE|GTN SHEIEL (RSSLILLL 3, UTN)E 86015 SIT60
WL UTEIL. e(B&6T LDMHMILD (L(LY LOLLITETITL RIGENT.;
> GRS QLS LML L&D DL LML RIG6T, GWeUJHe, sieummiest Luwleum(h @&mM$Hs eu(bHLD

GMILILS6NT.

Qgiauemy  COHASTETOTUIUL L. UL  SSPMIESET  GOIIUTE  HBHEFFHLNT, Af&HSCEH,
Qar@wemied, &lplg, QUTBHSHEL CUTEBIMEME &Fhi% &MEL LD&SHEMNET DL LML LweTum(®  mmiD
QamfleomLUD  GM&S eumenomer  srajseamer  CeuefsOsmaunerems. 9GH FOWID, Fhs
QeLSAIIRIGET LUDBTOMMI, ASHTOIMI, USHOMILUSS., Heolu sy, eNGesmer GCUTETMmE
SIETEMOIL FCLN&HSHS6L DL LML RIGaT6dT UhEG GMSHID, JUDHmmS SWfHS Gweujseane Heneo
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GMSGHID FamUUEGHHTMET. QUTHHSE, HENEESH WIQILLLD QUTHHSHEOD BLbHS NSHLOMUICSET
Fh& &ML eumpaled FLUWmSHMET GeuelliuBSHSHIHTmer. QhG HL GG QHEL  LO6U &L 60T
Falgll LOLLMEUIL MIGET, SO LNJMDl 61(RSHSHISSE@FL 60 Falqll LOL LML MIGET ShEIMEN FhG STV
GevenmeguremLo, eUeTENl&HLL LOOMID 6T(PSSMIe] GMGSHIL LW SS6UL&HMTS ShGleTerne.

LOL_LIM6uOTL_ M1 & 6fl60T eUem&HS6T MM QFHTLHELMHIL LILD
h& SMLHHL LLGIUILLL DL UTEILRIGET  LP&SHSHL  Q@phleTerse.  siaummled
(P SEILDITETTE0IE:

&(HLLY-&leuliL LUTemne (b &6l

@QbhS WLLUTEILRI&efeT SqLLUTSD SHUUTSeWD, CMUM Heulunsed @QHEGL. Qb
6U6M& DL LITETUIL MIGET SI60TMML  LIWI6TUML lgMH@GLWD, Hev FLMGSErSHGWD LWL (Betengl. @eme
SIS (WP(PEUGID LTEIOTSHS SMeuorLiLI(h&lesmet.

&eauliy umenen 6 (h o6

gemwlled, Gelilly Gumeim ULCaM LWSTUTRSE@FSGHIW  LUTeD6r&ssT Qb  6UMSEMILIF
Caihgemel. @emel Bel@ &LUUL(B, ULGCoum SlemTa&eT LOMID  QllgalhisHailed &l &EleTme.
el umenerr ep(R&6ENT 6T60TLG| LIPMISGTEL D6GI&H6T LilsTu(RSH I Hauly HmsHHed QEFwwIiiLL
D6UOT  LIMeneni&heiledT 2 60 hF HlWIHHET PGSW. @emad QHTELEOIID BLPMUIEIHND  Sliq.&olg
ML &G (WSEWLMT QUTHL&6M6L 65T MMGLD.

SM6LSL_L LD
Sl UTem6IT&H6IT LD STeu&HLL hiGeevid SmesorliLi(h&edtment

> @@HLYUSSTEVLD

> Y Qf§HSHS SMELMRIGET

> LNH&MeL LIMeN6ITE G606l
> Lwlestum(h &6t

flauly umemeT&HeT QUITGIaTs LW6TUR &S LILILL eme6:

2 6ui6) G&FLAILIY LITen6oTSHerT

F6EMLOIIGD LITE0IEOI& 61T

B 216060 STeNs &6UMESHETFLRIG
LemMEYF FLMIG QUT(HL S6i

&(HLIL LITenesT (&6l

YV VYV VY

@emex LeUemLILMeDT  GLOOUPLILL 68T STewiLUGLD. QUEGLDLTEYID 2 6wi6) 2 a@uanid FHL(Ha&eT,
&)6T0T600T MR & 61T GumeTmem6Y S GLD. oo &LOWIMISAT6L Qeneu H60TS CowissLLL (b
QU(HFaL L LIUL Ig (Hh&GLD.

SI6LIRIGIT LOL_LIIT60TL_[Fl & 61T

&ev umemeHailett  GOUILINEL  CHTEHS6T,  Leaflden, eusmeoll  LetreoreL&em  GUITeTM
6)1q. 6UMISEM6TE &MGwm, SI&E&HSHM6NL LuwlesT(h & HGuim SILRIGTILD QL (HeiTeng).
HEFHOLOVMIEL ML GG Fev LTmengHeriled aNeLMIE, LMsneU 2 (heuhi&eT §&Sf&sLLL (heTere.

T(PHGIS SmevGeT HMILD GMUiG &6

ueo umemer  ep(h&efled  SLOID NJMO  61(PS5GHISGSHaNEL  QUIITSHET  SLEVG  AFTHSEIT
sTpSLILL Béiener.  Heveummied 861, SibL, GFlwesr Gumssim GOUiGseT SmeEULILEGEH6Tmer. @ene
LOL_LIMGHoTL_G &6t 2_[lemLoulmeny, SWIMHILILITET] 6LV 6UaTN&S GMUIE &6l
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QeuefBTL (B LOLLIT630TL T & 61T

Qg el WLLUTGILS CQHSMHNSGGD UHw  QHTHOHL LRSS  HOHMIS
Qarhsglemengl. CUGLOLITELTsT &Fhi& &ML LOLUMGIL MG F&6&555HmMmL LWTLUGSSH ChIsHUITES
Qeuwwitu”(hemerierr. @& SUGHHTL  GWeujsaiesr QA MALBHIL LS CHIFHmWS ST (HHME).
LUTemesIGemend Generulled QL (hF &G CQHTLHGOHILLIUPLD BT MIDHS)(HHS60r).

Bev&5&H WG H6L LOL LIT6TOTL LD
LI6ToTemL_LLI [HITerled GILI(H LD LIT6OT6MLOWIMEST LOMBH&I LOGTOILITETOIL SHenenGul Liulsr(h & Sleutl]. @eiTs et
CouLl_(HCaMeUTSHeT HeVEh6IFUIGCSHT 6T6OTLILIL L 60T

‘Gl CarE Himnslj CHISHMeL” (LMLD 32)

Gweuy amieuy eNemenm(Ransulled HhenGemuwill GuTew UMM QFILID F&EETHHL MEISHS
Fp&  Seflnenr GUTEL SieuehT WY Q&G UMBTEIMMND GLHMSSHET SHaTlLDETuTeutned Limeneu
Qg elememurpd GOy Q@QLWLAUDOM 2 edfener. QUi HTNGEMNL  FoIRGHT L SSHLD
Qe (peTerear.  Sisned  QFHHMLOTE QBHSHOT GO SLESET 8Mg, UTsnel U CUTETM
QUTBL&ET SWMHSHSILGHTDeT. QFH PG UWID Ceihs QHTHNLTGD. LwIemL  Hreiled
QU(BLDUIMESTEMLOUITETT  LD&SH6NT  LOGHIILIMEHIILMIGemenll  LITLU(RSHSH6N). LSO  QFWILD  LD&S6
GWENTEET 6TETLILI(GHETMEI]. LIFeng LOGI6mITed QFIIH HLGHMEEF FHenemulled QL (b 6TflGHE Lieneeug)
DL &6VLD 6T6OTLILIL L &).

‘OFHMLS FTSHML(H LD (LUMLD.256)

6165TM 6UMI&ET CLHELLD LOGTUTLIMGIIIL LD Q&I F&HSFLD 6T60M SH(H6 LIUIGTLIL L 60T. LOGTITLITE0)6OT60IL
&GLMOGL SIluqGul LweTUhRSSHeoImed o1& LuwleTdm CUT@GLD. SGITeL SiGemend &L(h LeTU(hSS
Geuctuoi(PLd 6T60TLIEMS 2 MTHHHMG. FhIG HMLGHH W&HSHNT QUHE LHNIMEG UL me0s SIS
QSTEI® LUmsS56). @S,

‘sall QFpsTHé Galumd HHmHs

QealQFep GFeauild CQUTGaIID Clau(heal)” (LMLD.238)

6TEITLISHTEL LD&H&6NT FHMLAGeMeNL LIenLI(h S SH6oll] 6TIMILD SSTLH CFHHMLIONG 2 66Nl 6T6oTMILD
QFeMUTHMSGI. LOEIILITEIIL HIGHEN6T D&HSH6T FRIGSHTELD (NGO Q6Tm) eusn) LGTLGSS 6l EHMTEHe.
Q5CsMHed Sitm WGL QM U QBHS AUBGEDS! TG UDHT@IHDST epeod il
WD)

&M% &STLHHL WLUTEIL S QHMHL UFeILTs: QBHSHSH. L UTEIL hiGmens QFwGeumy
G HeoNss QFMPeLTsEE QFllgleTens. 66Gel eUTHMENS HeODEFICHT eT6or QUL (B
SIS Gl6TTerentl]. Q& ement,

“GeVld Q&I GCaHMGeu! Hevd Q&I GCHMGeU!” (LmLD.228)

6T60TERID LMBTEOMOMIL UL 6L Ul Sl (WIig&Heiml. GeYd Sialf&er GCall GaHm eTermin
SIMLPSSLILL(ReTenenn. eTerald Hmieuwid (PG QH0HTLHmeL CLMCSTET(H6UDHS6UT 6T6uT6LD,

‘CouLGam Hmrsly CHISHSHMEL 6UGHG

L& G 2-S&lyest Gumev” (LmLD.32)

UDBIOMOMIL  umLed GSM&HTmG. wLUTEILS QFMHled GHWLUSSTATSE  QHH
QUBHSIETENG. DL LIMETITL MI&6T QLHLOLMEYID Q& TeT&HeveTTaECal ST L UGS 6T, LTenest, [BiéeeieeD,
QoHGCHTMIL UG sHs  LweTu®RSHIHW  STHGET  (PHOWmel  FhG  QeuSHEUImISETeL

SMLLUUGETmen. LUTenendel, GOE, &&idL, euenl, 2 M, &SJHD  6T6rlLe0  CLWITHETTeL
GM&&ULGH&l6tTmeT.

LOL_LIM6BOTL_RIG6T QIFUIWI FFIJ  LD6GOTE06T0TL  LIWLIGOTLI(H & S| 6TTerT6nTl).  FRJLOM6TT LIT60I6ST  &6311& & 6uflLims
GLUULMDEL QLOTSSHLONS SG(HeuUmjshern. @ILlg LTemensemens &heusmed gmuUpBd Lens LDeneveniGLL
LLODUILSDHES,

“@VRIGLOMED LIS ClEUGTIILDENLD Henel@)

S&H Lmsulest CHTETMID BHITL" (SI&LD.308)
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(TEOTEDID SUSBBTEHNHMILI LT 6L6UFI&H6T 2650115 &) H6dTM60T.
“‘umeoonj L&LBesor QFmflhg LO6TenL" (GMmIb.169)

sTeaTenIld LML6L Lsmenrs Cosiflés LstumeneTanill LWaTLGSSHLmSS ST (HESTmS. CLosILD,
LOGTUTLIT6M6BTSH 61T SHUT6W 606USSHELD LILI6HTLI(HS SLILIL (h6iTerent.

sull] QsrH Qb HEDL" (LMLD.33)

(TEMILD LMBIEOIOHMIL UL 6vly @&l LeLILI(HSSHIH TS
2 M SMDPHS SJ&HLD” (CLHLD.56)

‘@D @em& westenL. 2 MIQWITE” (865).106)

Cumettm UML6ED UuUmemstidemen aflllged  Qgmrsell 2 Mssmerl LWsTUGSSenDmwls
ST (H&6TME).

(Dlg &|en]

FhISHIT6L LD&G61T 61506V & QeI meyILD SleUDHMME &6meLBHUSHCHT(HLD,
QaMLHLHIL LGCHT(HLD Q&g 60Ty LILDMRI&ITEV & &6 MeoTLHMUILIL L (DM @eorm)
MearummULELCUTS  QSTHLBIL LRIGET WMmelcLsmew. QFMNLBIL LS &@HelsGear MM 2 eTersr.
FhS QeusHmseiled GM&sLULGag Gumeaim Fmwomelwfler UPhE QUT@HETS  LIeVeUm&L
UmemenT&elT  LILsTL(BSSLLIL (Bermenest. Sifevid  @OILUTS SRS UTL6L GOllug GuUTeL  HRIGeT
QUWIseeTL  UMeenseiled  eT(pd  LweTURSHuwlemaneery. 2 GeomshiGeT — LWETUGSSILIL L
sreomuigIld &hi& &HTeLHSH6L DL LITEUL RIGGET LD&SHET LU 1960 QU@L QLD 1Tig &leTerner.
BI&HSD eUenfFS SiemLbhs CUTHID @6TTmeTed LML &&lenet &S CHemeus En&CaHmL
LWeTUGSS e EAeTmen). (PeTGeTTISaNesT LIGILML ML WD SHemevdenaru]d GCummMIL UMHISTLILIG)
BLO&| SHL MLOWITEGLD.
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