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anushaanu2116@gmail.com Literary works not only reflect the development of a language but also serve as mirrors

of the social conditions, systems of governance, customs, traditions, and linguistic
practices of the people living during the period in which they were composed. In this
context, the earliest literary works of a language occupy a significant place in
understanding its historical and linguistic evolution. Although Malayalam has evolved
into an independent language today, an examination of its origins reveals that Tamil
forms its foundational linguistic base. Historically and geographically, Tamil and
Malayalam maintained a close relationship over an extended period, and both
languages share numerous common features in their literary traditions. Ancient Tamil
works such as Silappatikaram, Pathitrupathu, and Akananuru originated in the Chera
region. Linguistic scholars generally maintain that the earliest Malayalam literary texts
emerged on the foundation of classical Tamil literary traditions. Consequently, it may
be inferred that ancient Tamil literary and grammatical conventions exerted a
considerable influence on the formative stages of Malayalam literature. In this regard,
Ramacaritam, recognized as the earliest extant work of Malayalam literature, preserves
several grammatical features inherited from Old Tamil. Based on the grammatical
principles set forth in the Tamil grammatical treatises Tolkappiyam and Nanniil, this
article examines and elucidates the Tamil orthographic and grammatical elements
found in Ramacaritam, with particular emphasis on deictic letters (Suttu Eluttukkal),
interrogative letters (Vina Eluttukkal), and pseudo letters (Poli Eluttukkal). Through
this analysis, the study highlights the continuity of Tamil grammatical traditions in the
early development of Malayalam literature.

Keywords: Tamil literature, Malayalam literature, Grammatical features, grammatical
traditions, Ramacaritam.
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emeouwlmend @eiim FeoNewm@p CQMAWITE auemj&H QuOMIBLUI@MILD, i CHTETMILI & LHM6eD
SYIMUBG UMEGSLDAUTLDE!, AH6T WerNCeunrs QUL SLOPELMAWNGLD. eugeonmHml If Hmse,
yelluwied  siiglienl uflgd  SLHlPLd  emeowimer(pld  Hetol.  smevld QABGRISW 2 mey QeI
Qumpsemms  QmhaieTere. @@ QIHSED QesEL 2 (hauTeEsSHL LLCAIM eDHMIEMLDE
FaMIGmENE HetlensHCH Qamepuereanss. HeoLLHSMTLD, LSMHMILILSH, NSHTHMM CUTETD LLPHSLOLD
QeosEHwmiger GEy  BMLlg6d 61(PHG HILSMTGWL. UPHSLOD QSSRGS Il LILIDL WSS
Q&meuoGL.  Weneowlmar  CLOMHUNGT  SYIDLSTEL  QELEEIRIGET 6T(LPHGI6Tenes 6TeoTL QomHluiluieo
QILVIBTHANET S(HSHHTGWD. Q&6 SiqliLmLuNed, UPHSLOLD QLS EEVESETIHIGET LDEMEVUITET
QumHluflesr  QFHML&EH5TL  QEEHHUWRSHAND FHTESHLD CFISHUIETENTET  6T6IELMD.  Jl6)6UMSBUITI6D,
emeowlmem  QOMLAUNGT (PGHL @QevsHinmet QUToFfeSHL, UPHSLOLD QeV&HEHMIS  Fo M
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D@HWTEE smeavilubh&simer. 6Ceal, SO QeussHem  HIL&TeT, CHTOLSTUINLILD MWD
BEIT@IMEL SlgliLemL winss Qamean®, QUmosflgddHed sOD TPHHVESHTNE Famisermer, &,
eflewm LOHMID CUTEd 6T(PSHSHISSBMmT QTMUKG NNEGUSTE Q&SR] SIEMLOEETDS).

(LG 6T6MLD FMEIOIHIILNS  @UIOEFHSL UTL60&6T  SLOILHL 600UWFSSUUL (B
6T(h S S merLiLIL(BeiTerent.

SBUI6)| TG PODSETS LGLUUMLE| (pemm, spUISLLMe| (Wpemm, eNearéesaluisd g6
wemm CUITETM IETIG (LPmMEET GCLomGSTemaTLiLL (BerTernsr.

@rmosfsid

wemeowlmer  Gomplufesr  @QevdsHul  eugeormMsd @@ QUMD QUGS Allg OURIGET
2 (HRUBSHFHEO. DMl  660TM  UMLIQeSHIWID, WMHEAMTsTM  WweNulyeurer  @e0&SILIDTGLD.
UM Ige06HWSSH60T  (LPHEL HIOMHE|D, Lemeollmer GOMHUNeT (WL [IeoTsald MWlLGaIS
QUrEfgL 6@ID UGS QeuSHWILTGD. @BHETNEL (PG (PG &SN  HeUTHHMNE S
Qamewni(h eubhGHeuy Qa6 Gl opeumy. @euy Geueflull(herten Lemevwimen H&ewor(n  6T6TM
{06 (LP6ITERIEnIUNED, DemeLITENGHHl6T (PGHL QeuHHID QITOEfSHD 6TeoTm) GMIULNL LU (BeiTeng).
@bmredlesr Ay Fymoest ogeury. @euf Q&MLeL eUEGBLLD 371 - Q60 HHONGMTHIFaD]  4,6501(
Qbhg effymo eujrans QhsHss Fa(d 616 2 6meap) LICL&IT KW SHGAMT]. (CaHren Fr&Hs S
FHHAHTD. UGH 1- U&. 257) QHHTL USEITTHTD HINHOIENEOLE CFIHEHH 61607 QOMITLOET & 6HorL (L,
0. GamalhgLNetemer, OMID €. QJ. JTRUTRaUILT, LACWTT GONGEGTmT]. (FLDLL 6w
LemeLILITET FMHGW FHSID, (LPM6TEU]. LGSLOGIIMOEHSENT6, L&H-64) @UTOMULIETIISHE |G SET6oIL
BseSmET SlqLLEDL WSS CSTEGL QbBTEL 6(PSUILL BeTarg. @& COmGSHWD 1814 LML 6LS6IT
@LAUMHMIeTeTsn.  Slemed 164  LLERISGMTEHL  UGSSUUL (HefTemsn. LML Iq 0SS HMGSF
@605 G 6TVILOTS,

STOILERST &TFa) BHLbBSHCID HSHCLOMe

(BH5S aNCsae WSS UM (H (65. &&. 11)

61631 606LMHCLSHD EUMTUIMISHIETONG. QEHSHTHHL Quetni(y aNsenen 65e0n&levs oAy
GOUAL(Reenm].  eeetiml,  [HUOLEFRSTHTEOQUD] U  COpGRSEISSTET 2 UNQANLDSSISSH6N
UesTesiifeior(Pd, QWIS SHISH6T  LUHCEIL (B  Qemewihg CLIHHLD  WPLUUG  6T(PSHHISSmanL
Lweu(Gdg WLLEGL UMLigeoddHn  6(pg Geuem(B. MM FLON @eveors FlavEl(hg
@Sl  LWaUGSHGID  Curgl  Siumen  souaITESE SO  pdHSHsseiled LWETUESS
Ceaugmi(hd. @UeiLmeug, 61HmS, GCmemeT OWLIWLNAUDOMI, FWeV&(HS 6ll(hdHSh&aNe0(HhHSl
wmmUCL, Sigrall. @G smisemen WL HGCL MNetumm Geusni(hd 6TaTLUSTGLD. UMLIqeu&&l aNgser
yowwrel  QuIGhE  eu@GL  HIOTs  QUMOEfSL  SoLhgdeg.  QbHEHTOL SO
QARG RSEISEMmSI  NeTUmHM  6TRSLILL (RETengl 6TIMMEID, 61hG QeL&HSH6TT  LOFLTN6HT  SilgLILIEnLUT6L
BQFHmeus HLL OLDSHHI6ET6T] 6T60TLISH ShTmUILILL. Cel6sunig UIGTGLD.

&GLOL (105 8|5 &6N

@B QUGG AL oG &L (HagmEGL LWUGL 6(pSSHISEST &L CL (SIS seT
GWL. SO QLMD o, @, 2 PHW CpETmDUID FLOL(PSSHISSET 66 QGHTEOSTLLIUI(LALD
(Q@TeD. M6, HMD:31) HESTEONGVILD (H6dT.6T(L,BITD:66) WL WITemLILI(HS SIS 6sTme6n.

Sl eteoTUG  GEWlemOL  QUITIHEMATID, & 6T6TLG  i6TIemIDL  QUT(HEMATI|D, 2 6T6iTLG)
QenLenLl QUITIHENATULLD 2 0TS SHILD.

S, @ 2 auId  (PSIHSST  cpaImId  QFTELCT(H 2 L LNenetihg  SmeuurLLI(BLD.
SbHeneouNed oimed UHFGEL(H 660D, GCFTLNIGGL LmesTs Semujd BHeneoulled Lm&aL (h
sTerTeLld QUIITQUMILD 6T6aT 2 6mPWITAFIITSH6T eNeTSHLD & ([HEHGIMETI. 66T, @6L6IT, 2 66T, UG, Q&
2 G| 6T60TLIENT SHHFHL (HSHNMMGLD. S6lew, ], sieuallhy CuTaTmemeal LMmESL (B&aTGLD. SFYmL6meD,

o Sl6UETT (. UIM580), @66t (§). LIM.579),
(T60TEMID S1&H&F &L (H&HEHLD,
o QUCUTTSESMGEHCD (§. LIM.844), SIDOGCLDTLHITET (Q.UM.1541), SILQAUTPG! (@.UM. 1519),
o  QihAFTI&ECaTe (@. um. 1531), @uuenl (. ums2), QU (§. Um1537), @e)eI6TITEIILD
(@. um. 37), QUAUMPS (. UT579)
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Gumetm UmEFSL(HSE@HLD GHWTE ensuwmeniul (henenss. &), Q&7 &GLEES6T WL (HGW
QurefgsHed QLQUOMIsTaTeT. 2 &7 &b QLLOUDeNLemeL. 2 &IF&LIqeT  LwsTum(h,
HeTsedled  &MLHHCLCI  QINSGHPHSHSH 6T60TLMS HEHTL  QeEHHU  Qev&aamunhGHailsr oIl
SiMweormd. CUES UPSAWID &), Q&) GLESSHmeT GUTew UFaIeuTsn LWETUTER 2 &J&F&L 190G
Qevemnev. &G, UMDY WESEHEHETSH 6(PSULLL Heorer QIMosflgsHed 2 &r§ &liqerr Lweum®
AL DEUMENELEMED 616818 GIGTEITETEVITLD.

alleoTm 6T(1p5 G5 & 6i

QameLaTUNWT CQBLCL (PSISamaT gUMsl UTGUGSHISMT]. SIMaUIMEISSHID NS
@GALMAGETTIL QUIT(HET S@HLD 6TETUSHEMETUD &L (HAMMTY. SeUDMIET Y, €, 6 AL CLPESTMILD
@aremm alarajadn@L LWaTUGSSUILGD el f(psHISsamGL. Qainammg CgmeosTUwf,

Sb6J RIID CPTMILD eNETTSI. (CIHTEL. 6T(LY. HIM: 32)

6T60TERILD [HIOUTQILN eNendHulenearT].. S, ¢, 6 cpsmid QFTeLedMSluNed efemalnsd alpLD.
heoTsreony GOMNEEG (LPHeOeL QIBLD 61, W P& LisiTenid aNeTTUCLUIETUD Fal lq,

6TILT (PSHVID g, 62 FMHMILD

¢ @euplujd elermeur@LGLo (IB60T.6T(LD. [HITMD:67).

gteor  elendHjetenmy.  QeuDmIeT  HID  (UPSHOSET  LmeleTTaum@Gd.  QGTeLSTLIILIIY
STLHHMGLI LN6OT6ON] WIMGI, WITM6EU 6T6OTLIET 61GI, 6T6M6U 6T6UTEYLD, LITEUEDT, UITEU6IT 6TEITLIENEU 6T,
Teue eTeod AfHG QUPRIEWIHTEOD 2 oOUTARNWTSE@LD, HTIONBL THTHMG T 61(PSSHTSH
JMHMISCISTEVUIL_6TI] 616515 CISHTETETEVITLD.
QumoefssHe,

o oCm? 2 enCpm? (@. um. 52), HUNGCHT? (@. UM 43), epeoTMICGLOT? (@. UM 1515),

WOl QEmm&eafled &M aNeamUQUTHaNED UBSIETETE. 616 JHMIHMS (LPSHETENLOUITES 2 60l L
EIITEQFTMSHONTS,

o 6IUYDLD? (. UM 1515), eTeueulNl (§).LIMT.646), JeuedT (@. UIM. 558), eJeuGewrm? (@. UM, 1515)
Gumertm Q&FTMH&HET @L_LDCLIMHMI6TET6T.

GUmES) 6T(Lp& G161

2 UNAN(PSSISSHeMNEL RSN, SMGHDG. LHM Cblged T(PSHIEHMT GuTL &6ulld GMIeL
PSHHSHET QeLemev. QeUDEMMS Fal QAL TeO&eT eTeur QM {reomy GOIWNGeu]. QgmevsTULILIT
@aemerrl  Cumedl  eTeaAMMY. UL QM  @evdsemr  {Ieomy FhHWISGSTD eT601d  GOILNGB 6.
FHSWISSID 6T6ILUSNG Fal QL (1PHGI 6T60TM CUT[H6T. GUITeDl 61(pSHMTSH CGTeLSTLLNWIT,

SIGTD Q&I RS P GLD (@QBeD. 6T(Lp. HITM: 54)

SIGJLD 2 SILD RENMSMILD Y @GLD (@SMeL. 6T(Lp. HIM: 55)

Tt 61(hSHSHIMTSEMMT. UL ComHUTNe|LD BT, ALYy} guﬂu&,aﬂm &ml_Ql_@g,g,rra, MG (LPLD,
3G, 260 &uﬂu&aﬂm &ml_Ql_@gg,rreL QBT LUN6TM| eubleanset. GLOGID Fal CL (&g UMM
&6018 SNULULL SHHMSW|D CGHTLSTUNWT L6y CFIGIeTernTiy.

SI&TH Suy wegl Yemeflujb

BOW QerGerflemen QALILAOUMS CHTETMID. (CIGHTEL. 61(LY.HAM: 56)

8] 2 WG wey Quuud GCEJhe FLOL(PSHSHID () RSMILIGL TaTHOT]. 6
QaTELSTUIINLT STVSHL L §Sl6L R&MID GMHSH QHGaM SHSHHSET Hevaller sl6TUmS @GH60T CLHEVLD
MW WPRHETmG. Qeuel® HHSGHIGAND SBTUPL WSTUPL GCEIHG &Ll QL (PSS BSMILOMGLD
616010 HBSHCH CUTHHSIEUSTSH 2_6IT6rE).

0&M FOHMIU CuwFser aNefGCumME@GLGUTS),
0 Yl YPG @TeL. QFTeL. HIM: 123)
ST6THMM Q& MeLSMLILNUII.
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6T.BIM : SIGOT6M6I - I6DT6OTTIL

QRIEG 0 66TuG WUl ETETMTHILG 6T6TLMS Tl Sl 6T6oTUS | WUl eTearmmuNHmI 6T60TLUCSH
QUTHSSLTETHTEH DKM CQSHTOLSTUINLT VEMTHHDEG SaMiLg CUTEL T&EMISHMDHEG SMLIL
alg  FamelleLsmen. YENTeL  HEFAMIKNI@BLD  HETEHIONIHLD  QHTOLSTUNWT  Sadll RS
ANHCWTH, ST (WP6TT 2. SJUPD 6usy QWD HETMTL 6REMSMILD Y@L 6T60TM  QNGMUILLLD
UGSSISTONTT.  (h6dT.6T(LD. /M. 125) eTeGar  pesTemmeonj &SmeoddHled QuUuwisun@  HeneoQUDOOBHS S
TETLIENG @QG60T CLPEULD 2 WISGI6WITELMD. HMLHHNHCHHL QevdsHemmigafied MO HSPLD 6TETLMS
Qa6 aulfl siHil (WigHeTTmS).

QUEf§SHHL, UL G IusbeLns, SO wreuU SiqQuwimHm QsTELSTUNNT Famdll & -
Sl H4FH6L 61601 QUIGEID LIL LML L&D LUN6TTMI 6bHSI6T6Ng).

o LOWIIELL SEQUIMTETIT L|6IT6VML g WIML-&6T [HELEV6N (@. um. 1208)

o LOBIFLAQY WME6TOTeUTSH6T SIS STeTeUSH 6T (@. um. 1239)

o BHCHMPSCHTLHEH HETFl HuiwieomarleuhgLou|Ld (@. um. 1378)
e  &hG BIeT WHEUTT CUTHIEL SHEUISHETTLD SHUILITED (@. um. 1214)
o  HMILNHS WLITOIL QD MUIGHS SHIRISETTEL GO (@. um. 1228)
o cehheNlCeumbh GLOMMILOMET LOFLDLORIMIOTTEL 2 FUILILITEST (@. um 1229
o DBMUSTHNES (WOHDATEHTEGD Qeumml SLOUISGICSH606TTeL (§). LM 1235)

o QETRUUCH Caubdmis@ GUNCLCIDMHLITEDET WL (@. um. 76)

AQhs QFMHSHNED L&D, (MLDUILIED, MH&HSHCSTETEUS6, MGUILIELTET, DMMSHH, 2 6MFLILITEDT,
SOPGHF)) Sl eTeTeId GUTEdl 6T(LPHFHTS CIOMl (LPSHOIVID, QemLulgyid @I LbCLmmIeTaTeT. MM
L6V LML 6L&aT6L B&MY 6elgeupLd LTRSS UL (B6iTerng).

o HMINT HMPEGSLHL GINSSHTH6T 6UT6VEST (@. um. 459)
o SIburd usGCeE), TCeuGTILLIT meuflEHCeoTeul] LSMISET (. UM 509)
o UfleMD&ESHEN L UTQANTES eUMTRIMRNTTIHVEE (L6tTG6T. (@. um1219)

SIWITLD UMy sneuflEHQASSHIITTH6UTESG CUTHIQELRIRL (@. UM 79)

sTeorGel, QHTELSTUINWIT OMID  HETEHION] RHMTHHMG Fadll I eTeoTenid  CuTed)
QUG (LD, VSMILD TETEHID PV QU P @UTEFHSHHD eNfalsd SHTeulL(bHEETME. IY60TT6eD
SBIUPLD  uSIUPLD  CEIHE RGN PG 6T601M  BHesTspreonilest  ShGeneor  QUMOEH &S HeL

AL AUMeNELEE.
(WPIg.6|60]

LOEELILITENL LML Iq.606KILG 6T (L&D Mevnest QUMn&fl&HSe0, SLOPALMAUNET STEH&LD NGHS
STILILG AT QUTOFFHSLU LML L&D STEILLGL @e0&H&Hms Famisher, (HTELOSTUNUIL HMID
HeTEDeOl6  QeL&HSEIGHMS SlgQITHNCU  SlemdbHGleTener. Q&&(HSHTEEHMSG 2 MG  QFUIULD
agond, S CMHSASET HLULTSES FamuullL &G, ellem womin Gumed 6(pSSHISser
AmoEfesHHed CH URSMWLELET QL LEAUHMBGLUUMS GCLMHEEIL.  FTaTmISafer  cLH6VLD
SINHGQSTeTaT (LPI&K6TMG. “@UmoFf b, SO Qe WrmL el gCul HMSSLILL (H6Teg)
(T60TENID H(HHSMHHHHNG AUNICFTEGD ANFLOME @emed SeMLDEGITM6UT.
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