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akshayaabi8089@gmal.com Periyapuranam is a celebrated Tamil devotional epic that narrates, in a historical and

literary manner, the profound devotion to Lord Siva and the exemplary service
rendered by the sixty-three Nayanmars, in accordance with the spirit of the Tirukkural
maxim, “Great are those who accomplish difficult deeds.” The term Puranam denotes an
ancient history or sacred narrative, and the title Periyapuranam signifies a “great” or
“glorious” puranic work. In the traditional classification of Tamil texts as primary texts
(Muthal Nool), derivative texts (Vazhi Nool), and ancillary texts (Saarbu Nool),
Periyapuranam is regarded as an ancillary text. The work is composed of two cantos
(kandams), thirteen sections (sarukkams), and 4,286 verses in the viruttam metre. The
first canto comprises five sections, while the second canto consists of eight sections,
each detailing the lives and spiritual achievements of the Saiva saints. Beyond its
religious and historical significance, Periyapuranam also serves as a valuable source for
understanding the cultural and artistic traditions of Tamil society. Art enriches human
life and contributes to its aesthetic and intellectual fulfillment. Traditionally, arts are
classified into two broad categories: fine arts (nunkalai), which include forms such as
natural beauty, music, dance, and drama, and practical or applied arts (parukkalai),
encompassing disciplines such as science, engineering, and astronomy. The distinction
between these categories reflects the diverse dimensions of human creativity and
knowledge. Against this background, the present study examines the various forms of
art represented in Periyapuranam and highlights their significance in illuminating the
cultural, aesthetic, and intellectual heritage embedded within the text.

Keywords: Periyapuranam, Fine Arts, Applied Arts, Music, Dance, Drama, Intellectual
Heritage

WP DI

Qewimsii  Qguwieuy Quily eT6TemId GmeT euflGECHOU JMILUSH  CLPETM)  HITUIGSTLOMTE6NT
uilhe Q@em  usHeowiuwd, QsTEuE QMWD eueonmm  (PMDUND  Famid  [HI6L
QulwWYyTeuon@GLd. QbHTL AMILSS CLPETMI HTULIETLOMISEMNT eUTDSHMSBMW aNIfl&EHMS. HeLemev
SIbULGHCH (LD HeuQUEBLLTET 2 600&HMD 6T6TM SQQUIGSSH C&THES CesHHLTT QevsHL
Qu(pRISMEAWLISEL  QufiwygTasdemnsg Qund  Siefletmy. HUQUlLYYTED 2 6 &ID
LIeVENGLOMET &HEneL&6T Q(HHS60 6TesTLIGem6uLl LM Q&S (HenIued G JMILILILIL 66TTeTE).
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Qulwygmesor eleTs LD

LJTesuiid  6T6oTLIG  LmLpul  eujeomml  6Teoill  QUIT@GeTUGD. NMETH  SHengsenerm), SLOID
&&efer SLOID QMHUND SiGe b QO TaTmNGS HeuCpms Qsmaemaseiled oM FDLOMHS
Beirm fl Quil &Smend FLOHL (LPHEL STUNLLTSEID eUFLTHMIS STUNLITSO|D HEDLDbHES
Qguleus CEHALPMT QUBLLTEISGLD 2 (.

fl&, wer)y,  §MoW, SISFeUEID  6T6iIM  [HT6  LOMMSERSGLD,  SetoeoarGerr  Famll
LSS EMBEHGLD, 2 0EQI6TEN  n6THFH  FoWl Ul BHIVSEEGD  Falgl QUi 6161
L Qmenws QarhHHevy. QuUDHEUUITTET HHSOASTEL ] LJTewid 6161 GQUWT  LDEDDHS
&S GLlgul QUWICH QUIIWILITERID. LSHLOWITET 6UJOMDENMS FomIeuSHTed CUIFIWLILFT6IuID  6T6orLl
Quwiy Q&ML &l. QuFl 6TOTUMSL QUWICATEFFLONGES Q&HMTEN(H QL@HEMD 2 ML UL LJT6IID 61606 LD
Famieu]. (LPH6L HT6L, QI HT6DL, &ML [HITEL 6160TM (EMMUTNL QGHIFMIL HILTEH SMLDHGHIETENE).

MIT6L SIEMLOLIL (LP6MM

QuUWILTEIOID  6T6TenID  [IL  HLONGEF  GLPMeOU|D, SIMILSSH  CLPEITMI  HTWIETLOMT&6M6oT
Soleouu]ld ewWINsES Qsman® HePHAMG. QHEHTL 2 STEULRIGMETULD, 13 F(HSSMIGEMETILLD,
4286  ON(HHHLLTESMETUL|D  Q&BTEIR6TaNG.  (PHOHSTEILLD  S(HLOMEVEFF (HEHSHLD,  HleLEMEVAUTLD
SHGH6wI] F(H&HHD, QeneVDENHS &F(HHEHLD, (LPLDEMLDWITD 2 VST &F([H&HEHLD, HHHETD F(HSHSHWD 61601
DHG  FHSSRSATEHEID. @U6uLID &STEULLWD eubumT  eufleuan(hd &FH&HHD, eUMIEST6UIIL
QUET(LPEMEUILITET  F(H&HSHWD, QUMUWIGeDD  @6LeVNE  LeLA] FHSHHLD, SHOHMESHEWIL 6T & (HSH5LD,
SLELGHG F(H&HSHD, USSIMUL L6 F(h&HSWD, 6Tl FJjF F(h&HD, CeUeTaTTmend & (h&&LWD
61601 61 (H& &(HSSHMIGAMTSHED LGSSHULL (HeTeng).

QulWYpmesoT S Hl6L & 616V5 61T

&ML QUMDEMEMIL QETLDWITSGHMG. APGTFHmIL CQaleliuhREHHaICsH HMELUIMEGLD.
euQUT@BeNed  QFWIDd  HeufFfenls CHTHMNNSEGLD SIPG CoumeuLILTHHMmend:  ‘H6mey’
QBmEuI(ReTeNG].  SIGTOILLD 2 6WILFH (LS 2 DRIGIG U] QUTDEMS  (LP(PEUGICLD  Smey
gerlUGL. QuIDems  6THled, BIL&GD GCUTETMEMEl  HIGIHEMEL  6T6IMID  gJementl ML,
Qumroluwiev, eumeflled GumeTMemNe LHEHSHmeL 6TeimID GOIUINLUUGEMS. HECEU ST6TT HEMELemLL
HIETTIHEMEL (TN  L(h&HSHMeL  eTamId Qe nsl  Nfl&&Hemeny.  @Qeuell(p  H6mM605EHLD
FWHMUGHHEL et 2 uNflH HeoHEFTeNTeumSL CQUFlWLTTERIGESH6L GMILLNL UL (h6iTerng).

YL D& 606V

Gemp BIL(RS SHmeureh) PLMHSMOLEGSU LS QUOHMIS HeDHESH. Sleuayfled CHIF&L
QuUDM BLETONSGT EUTDHSE]. &bSTT HHEUTCHHSGE C&FaTD QUITLRG QL MELIETIG BHLEUILOMG
eUJGeumHmEnNG

“OMIGEL LD LML

WWPHST HIHWILD (PLOMISE
QFRISWICLSETIT (LOMHMI @6MLOWIMY
QamM QsmmID BL DLWV (QILI.L-268).

6T60TM @uurn_eu eI &6l gmug,g@mmm sTeorGey  QUIlWILTTETOTD 2 GWITHGID SNV &AL
QuAGWITFHemeT BT Iquildmg  eugGeummenTy 6T6iMILD, QYL MEBEMeL HOULITE LHSSLILLL G 6T6TMID
SOWIPIG HM).

Ufl&Fn G g, GIOMIMES Faodg)

Q&5 50HTLG Gmeu] GMEHL UMy HHW P LIDTGLWD. SHEWHNSES Fadgl 6L
GMmLCLEGY ] Qeummls SHenGHled DADFHUITS LIMQUITQU]l Sl L IDTGLD.
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Slevvtenuiesilest e1leL QNPT F(LY BILHEESS QBTEHILMLLILLL &) ¢6UC6UT([H BHIE@pLD LIVEIMS
QL 60&6T HHDPSHHL QuOHMe. CeuL fletT aUfl&Fasd g CeulgFHIINET SlOUTHMSES Faddl, FIILOSEIF 6
ShLLRI&6T (LpGHedliierr eiled eMipraled @L b QUDHMNS

“‘Guyen QB(HGe oMMHGL LUSLDLG GTened GmiGL

Gurewihl &ML6L QFIG CQuUBNLT QaudGsds Neterm” QL. L. 660).

@UILML6L 66T 2 650118 5 H6dTM60T.

SOTMEUS TG

GOEMENS  FadhHl eTeTUGH  HPFH WNGHwmed urLCLT@G GCainhgd PHD RIHElIMSES
FagHNGD. SMMISHMeLmOWMT GU elgeud QsmEIL  QUTpG eUTeNeO(BHS LO6VJ LDEMLD

QuTIhEGH. CHeu HIHGINGET FHMOTS (PLPHRIF6T. CHaFHELD (WetlleufeHEpd Geomel EILDLHS 6.
e SHEIMIGET DHLDFEILITED G6WINeUS FadhHITlqlUieng,

D6V ML QUTLAIHSSI 6TRIGLD

QUM &IHGHIUNUIET BHITSHLD

2 0@ 6TeLMD HemMHhGH SILDLD

2 IDLI(BLD (WpesTleul] ST(LPLD

G6LA)6TII] HEVITMRIGENT 6TELEVITLD

Geuienel @IL 6o (Lp6otesiledTm)(CILLL-1772).
61601 @LILITL6D Q&6 2 600178 &I 6TTM 6.

LML) & 606V

QenesHE WLWRSTST] WG] CaLuafsmear QenFul meUlUgTed @eng TermTHDHM.
Qeng QeTCMeL Q6TLILACLEMEL. 6TETGCEUSTET QEMMEUNILD @M 6LIQ EULDITSHE6ITEITI.  H6vuT6vuT60T 8607630
Gl L@ UpUULL QUTRS (LP6IeITed CSMDLSET 2argLILILL 68T, Ml LenmSeT (LPLORISLILILL 6,
UbemUSeT  QaTLLUULL 6,  CILJ&HeT  M&SHmens Sl lg  Sreunyd  QFuwigerny.  @edeurm
LeLGeuem& et CFIhHE Qeng CLHHUIMS,

“‘CaTHUP6T QUTENISESH6|LD GMIMIGEIT &6MéE6vLD

wrlk Q&M @evsliue|n” @Qu. L. 721).

STEIEMILD  LIML_6LIg &6 elpeuld MM  CallmLwmgll  QUTGID  QMESSHM60
GurHoUULL G  QulWLgTewd  ShETTFDUBST LOPEMEVL  L@HeUTEAL  epermrd  euwSGeoGu
Qenmeuensorll LML QST RIK6T) TeatsnId HoLilenent 61(h&SenISEHME).

LS 560160

ealld  Smeoulledi(phg  euaihds HOuUussmen. HMU  Ceuemeudsmer  SHOHLITENMSE,
SMHMETSET OJRIG6T MHMID 6EnHaNGen QFIGeT]. CaHTUNL&AND Qllg&HSLILLL. HHURISET @eTmiD
2 UNCHTH eNeMhIGHHTMET. GRIGOIWS SHeowl] HGLUaTHSTaNL FMUBS(HHS OR&ESHMS HLOTSHS
QUAILLL M. SLUL6TFaR6L BhGeT] HeuedmsdHhmng aufulL QUG ORSSSHET LPETUTSHE6Ter
bhHUNeT HHud Wwemh eoLuim CQFLSH. Qeummieilearmid Sl6TemmI  FeNSHHHEL  LD&HSH6T
Qemmealmend HHURIGNTHS QFIUIG QUHILILLL 6T 6T6iTLMS

“CFEMEUTILILD 2606001 L 630TL

SyEnld 611SG 6Tomemd CHTSHE
Wrend@ed @emeniimm) 6TIS@LD
@510um Geucti(Rd 6TeoTmI” (QILL. L. 862).

@uurLeveudl ewpeold MW WIGHMG. HHUSGSHMEL &MTw QL Qeuailulleimé &meunhGCHTmID
LigLiLiquImg elemhg 2 wihleney CQuUmMEI.
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SLLL&56M6V

UPQU@GLD  CaHMUNEL&ET,  MaNenE&HeT  (PHEOILIMEUGET &L, LD, &G, &L L LD6G
GumeTmeummMmed  SLLLULL 6. SHLLL RGN  epelWmiGeT, HHOURSET  DOHG. 66
@GSl L& 0@ QFWmS,

QMG LRI GO0 @LOWS C&MIDL SLdLIY

QEBTETE@pLDL, He06SH GMSHSH FHMEUILD HTHS

LHATOM DHL G AUTSTD SHS

eumilenid &0 NHuNest eu@GLiy GCumeyid” QL. L. 1169).

@uurL_eveudl cpeod S (WIGAME.BMTEHE BaHleL CH Qaeim aiBsaier eprmhigeied
reflenssefllstt  HeMenEIGHET OJHS OEUNGHETTD  AMLSSILL I (HHSSH. TG  CLTETETTEYILD
LOETN&HEMTEILD Si6ueT QFUILIL QUOMIBHSHE. YL OTRIGRIGET SIPGMD AMDSSHLILIL I (HHSHNS,

“QphIG U6y sTuNeLYIL 66T eIleMhRIGLD eUMUIIeL

SLuGHuNeL eumpQuUAGWITY 2 6mard Gumew” (QU. L. 1170).

@uum_eveur eeod i (PIYIADE.FWHMLISH  aIFHSEnLD, LOMETl6m & & @hLD,
QL OIRISEHD DHE HMU CeumeulLTHSHETEL HMDSSLILL LG (BhHMS AW (PIgHMEI.

pallllls &6mev

RIGTITHEMEV S @6 CIGHTETEMDIITETEH RaLSGHme. Q& SrauGumeny NN YGHH &edr
USSD FISGL  POHOVIMLIG. SUUSHg&eT Breugsam) aIGCamusnGs S Qesmes
Gamowssmed Qs sauaussmpgrm GCamellG eaNadGamm 2 LFfEHSM].QeLemsaMe0
GaemeolN(h SIPEG QFLlUL L 60g,

UBDHS GaMoLGS BImed
Bemwit Qumedlw Heans
HaLGFloUTeNT GFEmFHUID CUTEHE” (CIL. L. 1826).

6T6TML UM eLaufl epeuld Sl (PIREMG. QLRGN BT eumlphs Cameanm® QuIMens
QIeMhIGET HIFDINWG. SLenev oL Wns 2 (hHHw HeowrHll CueenNest LOTTUSHH &b 6o
@Wamus Csmah Qe allgailed PSUILLL QFHMIUTIL eTaTaid il S BrE GCsmsm®
etenr QUIWILTTERID STL(BLD eeNLS&HmM6e0 MmIS (HhSS)-

56L& & 616V

&60a]  HIGNGMELEEHET 6eTml. Q& QMo QFTLE Quibumse|d, CFWMmSILITS6LD
LB euGBEMG. LM  Smeusemel  Gume  QeTUGmG  SleNUUGIL 6T  LGSHSHMemeUL|LD,
ueUTL oL WD USL G  pmmepenLuigl. QUFlWLJTemisSed LOTEIIEITSHET HenL&HEM6TsH SHLSMES
We1Cu ARWT eNsbG euetmemid MeNnH HMHCHTITLI S&LDNhS6ur).

HETarELUHST FFemer HANWITES QsmeamLeuly. 2 LrCHeNu|Ler el Cgmermiwl
QODaUmEIS UG SHOSWNGEE &Ll SMLigermy. JUAUmTRG “CHmEmLW Q&auier eeTm)
Qemmeucsiledl ML ITTRIGMETS FHenGHeGHF &HLIgdb &ML lqeimy. HMSQSTEOUILJ  eTeoriILL L
LJEECETEHILIET &6 FImenensst cLP6TM WIS Hemew (WIgemil B&HE, QML ML G SH G 6dTLTe0
UeTeN&@ SigmILaeuiiy.

“CUHGIEUAT CLOEUMETIILG 63T LOWITOT6nET LOMISGEVED Q&SI (CILI.LI-280.5)

@uurLeveurl cpevd SN (WPIgEMG. HAFWPTeL SMHNGSILL TG @enrmulhenmed U@
ur(@b euebevemd QuicdLTsEGel SHMBHSHEY eT6arMID, cLpeTm GG UeTaNeE@G SiILITuIed]
eI QSO (LPIg HMSI.
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CETHL &5 6m60

&g BHILSMaTS SOHM  WefS), Ul aleh@ (WHeOWeumMI @QUISShISETU|LD,
STLHMBU|D HEMNGGIL LIOMTLICVCTHEMENTSH FaMILIQITHEMETS SH60Tl 6TETMID HEWNST 6TETMID SHeMLPLILIIT.
STHMETE  HNHETLGHHL CRIEHLT 6T6oTLJ. QUTSHET &HWNHHS Famid HEMNGHSHDHHMELGII
ComHL&HHMeL  6TOAILLGHME. UTERIHHL 2 66T CHTEHMENS  HNGHGH, AUDMET QUISSHMISET,
QL IHORISMETS HEUGHL (B L6VT FamiGHL 6UTETHIMN &HEMeV 616N QUTETAIIED HEMEVUIMTGLD.
L631% T&He6tT 2 _6Menmleng:&eiled 2 6t Ufl&ECHTHSET 6160TH CramsHMmensd SHEMSHIL LIV FoMIGHeILD
SEUNGMH  SOLCWWTGL. SEMNEHHM  Hemevsnulll  Quilwygmewid GOLUTSeD, HDUUTSHE|LD
aNeN&G&HTME).

&hSIJ LESECHTL QUNQISHEHTES &ENST GMES BHeLL CHISHMDES (LP6T &([HLDEHF 6T
gmemeol| L@HST). QFesilerm Heoew CHIWD UMTEHS RIS STHILRISGMETE CQFUISE] 6T6TMID, HELEL
ChrIHemss HaMsgs samausHGs sails BHIHU] QBHSET] 6eiLms,

“SMEnLEFII eNement&en (LPMHM&

SN HTEL Lleve] Q& mesTent

CeusmeveUhS EMEITUILD (LP 60T6TIJ"(GILILI-160)

@uumLsveurl cpeuld S (WDIGHMGI.

LD (15 ) 615 & 616V

GHGIQSTENE ChTemuls GeuLLGSHSHIUg UsTCear(hhl &Teons QHE eUBSHDG. W(HHE
@IieL eT6TLG| WO(HSGI QUL 6TOIOTHAMMI. UGH6TMID BSHHIOUD 6T60TF FH(HRE QUPRISILGHMS).
weNHMIGGSD D 2 uNflamsl Gw Chramwsd GLIUGSHE WUeneTsh &heUS IHSHSHIEULD. ) &6VTed
Qamerr o uUTCaIGID  eTeOIMEN]. GG HDHEMLHSHL  YUTCUFLD  ETETMEMLNSGSLILIGEMS).
SIS &HeMetT  CPSHLO&ET UMDY Fevollg  QMbHT6T.  Seuemesr QiU oL Ld  Brsd  QumHm
o2 uUNJOuUME Q&FLSTT. GgUICHTET &HOGSMD(hSG &MeL 6l60im  euUNMMIeIed GCHMI  goUL ).
QODUWIHEMTL iF BFRHMHMI FacoTLIT6HNqUI6T 6T6TD QBHIMMISGE (PHEOEL aULLITESH QL
Crmi gmULL . FDUGSTTLD Si%H FHTSSULLLGI. LD6TLM6HNIGUIs6T @L USSP @euQeuliy Grmil
SMHEG|. FDUHST Qemmelsmenr o (H&AL UTLGal g aNelHmm).

SIUUIT 6T6TERID BTEUTE] FLOGUFOWIGHHO QBHHCUTH &Fenev 6TarsmId euuNdmieued Grmuimed
SOOI, N6 el HL&Hms Slevseudimy Hmbm L&, Chremwisd GeuiliL(bhSSH 6] cTeTLems,

“Blmeurenest HmHm SHevseudwimy oML

QuUBEUMLDE)| UHhSHH 6TTLICLBHSMSBU] LB MM SihiG(CIL.L-1337).

61601 LML 6D6Ufl  cpevld SIMWIAPIGAME. ‘STHEH Qemmeresiledt  6U6LES66mN6L  QT&HFHLD
QLNHhHMSHS SHGL  Slevuemien LFSHmevsemetl LG Sieumdler Frmmiemed QressHamad Hmiss
WO, &GS HHSTHHTL H6iT SHEMnIGI T(hEHSH Qenmeuesiledt  Sevumemied QUITHSSHeoTiy
6TEOTLIEN S,

DO NMEHS UTIHS

L (BHHHEITEL H(HS TS S

Qammhmedr] Sevoreutned Lievorbiy” (CILI.L-826).

@uum_eveur eLP6VLD SN EMG|. Quiflwiyresn g lev A WTCUSS 6060
SouUDHGHSSaTE|D, Umbdy allHnGs SHeEmd QeaDULTLOSEHL  GESTET e,
us&lemev L Eissald QUEssmes sLEULESSAID §65 aMUbSS SMHEGHSE] 6T,
&0 JIMIENE DBSHAUSDSWID SHOBHSEN] TOTQID 2 6001 (DI HMS).

FEOLOWMD 5656V

FEMDGHHEL 6T6TLG USGUIUBLSGHIUMSS GMNSHGD. FEMLDUID 6TETDITED LISEGILDNL GVMGLD.
FMIDGHHEL 6T6TLIG 2 60Tl CUMTHLSMET LSHG6UDTHGINGS GMSGHMGH. AHCeU FmLDUIGD 6T6TM)
SDPSSUIULMUINHM.  QUlWLgTemsSled  &Mil, &eoll, @BL, SflH, HPRG (WS EOWIMHMITEL
FOWHSLILULL 2 swlemeuld, @emm&s, et CumsimeumHemms QT FOMWSSUILULL 2 656D
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GO LIUGEDG. uFEpGCerHuller geneeal QenmESemIL 2 @IUTHE FMWGSHT]. &SMD QUOHM
Netmenenuisd QsreSH MGG ML NFEE FMDGHMS,

"WHGHS Semeu SIGLIMN6T oML ig
(emealg g UGLD (6T Gsmertern
QUMISHLN6T fE Y&H" (QLI.L-459).

@uurLeveurdl cpeud SINWIPIGEMSG. Sifleumem Smul BT BIEALTMID CFHABL GCamm),
QemiSeng, useWITET raI(h (WHOIW & 2 6umeld SWM) QFIG QenmelsnIseaNsS.
LY Sl &6 BTUTFTEGS S HH&MIG6ML MiGmaiuNesr Qe SNSTESH QL L M 6T6TLIMS,

&ML [eL SMGET gy 601
SIMIUMES GFEMAUITEL 58
ST UPSHD P&EE” (CILL.L-1810).

¢TI LML6L6eUfl cLpeuld SMI(PIeEHMG. QuUlWLITEnSSed FF), aflf 2 606 &Hmens &Fenn&ss
SHMBHSHE] 6TTE|D FMUIMSHMD HAMULTES HMPSHBHHCSHTMID O (PIgHMGI.

(WPIg.64600)

QuliLYyTeID  FUPSTISSHL &ML, CUMDHMSBMII  QETLDWIDTSSIIG  6T6TMID, i)
HETIHEMEL, L[h&SHme0  6TeoT Q@b Nfleysenmsell  UGSSUIULIGBHSSH sTermid  AHWI(IgEME).
QL MHSMEL, UMLMEBMeD, ENUESHMeL, eSS0  GUTHTMD  Hmeu&eT  QUIFlLILTT6mIE SHed
SoOUODBHSMS Q&S [HnT Cped HHILIIPIEDS).
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