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dr.arudselvan@gmail.com The enduring prominence of Tamil literature can largely be attributed to the kings and

poets of the Sangam Age, who played a pivotal role in preserving, promoting, and
enriching Tamil literary traditions. Through their patronage, Tamil Sangams and
literary works flourished, contributing significantly to the cultural and intellectual
development of ancient Tamil society. Over time, Tamil literary history evolved through
the Sangam and Post-Sangam periods, producing a rich corpus of classical works. The
Ettuthokai (Eight Anthologies) and Pattuppattu (Ten Idylls), collectively known as
Sangam literature, occupy a distinguished place in this tradition. According to K.
[lakkuvanar, Sangam poets did not belong to a single locality, profession, or social
group; rather, they came from diverse regions and backgrounds, and their poems
emerged from profound emotional experiences and observations of life. Sangam
literary sources identify approximately 473 poets, among whom more than thirty were
women poets. The livelihood of many of these poets was closely associated with
composing verses in praise of kings and philanthropists and receiving gifts and rewards
in return. The rulers of the Sangam Age not only provided generous patronage to poets,
bards (Panars), dancers (Kiithars), and women performers (Viraliyars), but also created
an environment that enabled the expression and preservation of literary excellence.
Through their support, Tamil literary institutions and cultural traditions were
sustained and strengthened. Sangam literature vividly records the circumstances in
which poets praised the Chera kings and highlights the magnanimity of rulers who
rewarded poets with abundant gifts and honors. In this context, the Pathitrupathu (Ten
Tens), a major anthology of Sangam literature, occupies a significant place as it
comprises poems composed by ten poets in praise of ten Chera rulers. The present
study examines the virtues and literary excellence of these poets, as well as the
generosity, patronage, and philanthropic qualities of the rulers celebrated in the
Pathitrupathu, thereby shedding light on the reciprocal relationship between poets and
patrons in ancient Tamil society.

Keywords: Sangam Literature, Tamil Literature, Kings and Poets, Tamil Literary
History, Reciprocal Relationship.

W eTEIemY

SO @evsHwid CuTOHML URUSHGS SMPEID FhiH STELGHHE QIMDHS CollbhSJ&HemeriL|LD
Hevaujsemenujld GMILILeomDd. @elj&en SO FhiGRIGETD, QevsSHLmiGamenu|d GCUNESTSHS
QUATIHS6UT. STLLIGLTESHED &Fhis SHMeVLD 6TOTMID &FhiG OGBS SHTEULD 616N CUETTEFHIUIEHL[HS 60T.
§h& [[ILSET 6T601H  FamUUBLD L (BHCSTOSWID, uSHUUTL G uHCear G CH&ESH6aTHE
BIL&ETSES SHSLULUGHDG. @hS FRSLULUTLML ‘Fhi& SMTOL LEUTHT 6L §HH6L eumLphg e
2LV, (h CHMHMELE CFLISHAITHET L6V, 6 QeGmeHEF GCaHHUTSHET L6V LLGaIM)
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QL m&aNL eumphHg ULLGCaum eNGmer CSTHLGMeTE QFULIG b SleUTHeT 2 s &aeaneo
2 hGHIHeOIeITeL UMqUieneuGul Fhsl UM (h&er1 searm &. @eoL &wewisit GOIUNGADTY. @eumenmL
Umq Uil Leoeuj&en 473 eteoim GOINGHDTTHeT. @&leL 30 &G GCOHULL  QUETITUTD  LIGVEUTSHET
umig ujeirerenty.  @UILeVAUTSHET CeuhGTHemenud, eueareL&emenuid GuIHOIL umg UFlHed Qumieus)
Qeugsailest QA THLTS Q(HHSH6E 616316 FaMELMD. LIMEWITHET, FodhH e, NMEOILITHET, LIVAIT&H6T
AACUTHSEG GCouctong wissTeumenm  eumfl  aUPRIEWCHTH L (RLDELEVMDE  Leval] QL& SHeres
Qumpll yevemwenwl QeuaNiuGSSHausnEGD CaubsisHer SMJeuions @hbhSHer] eereomd. GLOeILD
SLODEF FRISHIGMETLLD QeVSKILIRIGMETULID CLIMSSHTHS TS S0

Heoeuj&er G&y  weimearysenarl GUTOHMIL UMQUl &LPELSEMETUD, LeVaITSHEh&HE 6TeureuunhmL
uflel QUTHETHEmET QIPMIE UFHSS LO6TETTHENEIT EUETATL  HETMMUILID FhiG @eV&HEUID
G SHEMISHEME. SHG eUmSHUNL LSFH GC&J WeeIysemeTtl UMM USHIT LeO6UTSH6T  LIMgUiLl
ur(pésefleor  QaTGUUTSL  USOMIOUSHIL UTL eNaMhGHAMS. QUUTLL&H6aNE  SHTETILMTEGLD
Leveu&eMest HHLIGTILIGENATILLD, eU6TaT6L&6MNET CHTENL G SH6MMDEDUILD YIMUSDE Q&L (HenT.

HIT6L IEOLOLIL

USOMIUUSSIL UTLem6e0Ll UMquill Levelf&en USSILGUT eTenid GOILNGaU]. C&T ATFTHemenL
umdl UTEEETD Gy QS TN LUSHG UTL6L&6T eiFd BHIMI UM 60&meTs Q&ML [Ted
earmid @MU eomd. @Hed (pHL uHGID QMG USHID BRGNS LGUPETET LML LSHMeNL
umg il Leveu&e eI (BUGU) KenLsglemensnsd SO Qevds&ll eugeomrmml el MIIEOTLD. SI6UTS6rT
PmOWITE  GWLET  SHEOol6wientT,  UMmeL&SOSeMSLO6ITy,  STUNWMOMIS — STLSILIETT), L6y,
ST&MSLILMQ LT BEFQAFeTemanUT], SN, SFHL Hpmy, QUIERIGSTMNT HpMy  WECWITFTeUI.
@uueved] QUBLESEHEE LG GFJ WeTasEhD CeusiGoaummsn Lf&HeL&EmeT aULMRIA  QLIHMLOLI
uGsSHwletater]. ‘@@ Glqulled NMHG Caunhs ULLmTE GMNSHHSH CHTLFFHIMS LIEVEUJHET LGOI
LIMlq U|6TTerment. Sledeumm UMqul Q&L &6T STO(WDMM HQUMTH UHOMINUSSHIT LT epetiHIGeL
SesT SMEILILEEETM6Ir2 6T6TM)| cpanTened & HlempFmBLNeTener &b EMM].

USHOMINLSS HITELSHEMED STEUILILRLD 6TEMIMSL LeValfHEnd G&y LetTerjsemenil GummmIL
UBLHE umqul@GLUg BIedss HmUNwedLsemer s(hSHSHTL(HAME. Leveugsen ey HmUL, UflsL
Qumm eNgw, Ceunsiseilsr Gumy, effjb, CHTHLSHETEND HUIET 66UQEUTH LML L&D
QeueiiLG &M

eV &(@hHLD L|JeU6LI]S (6ThHLD

o QneuiLmbd UG, umMgwl GSWLLETS Sy,  @UoWIIFDUET  Qh(HEECETEOTSem6L
LIITLq U] YTETTITI}.

o QGO UGG, UMl LUTmevEGSaTHLOETTILIEOWITENETE CFeL0S(L) GL (B6U6M6ITLI LIMiQ U|6TerTT.

o DBWHTSMD USF, uUMquIl Ueveuy &STUNWMTHMIS STUNIIETTT SLeIm). @6  SHeThism
S6UOI6UNHBITT (WDIg&F GCEFemeVLI LITIg U|eTenT.

e WHSMD  USG, umgul Leoeuy ugewry. @euj &L LMECHT QU CFRIGL (HeusneurLl
LI&LDHSI6TTENITI).

e SQOMD USHH, SHTHMSLILMeTILTT BFQFeTemenUT) LMqujerermy. @ueoeu] HECHTLUTL (&
CayeomgementLl LIMlq W|6TerTI).

e GOMD UGF, UMqUIl Ueoeu] &evf opeumy. @euj CFeLUSESHRIGCHT  UMLHILITSEm6uTLI
LIITLG W 6YTENTITI].

e 6TLLID LSS, umquieny  SfAL&LOM]. @eury LImlg Wi Coupsy  QUIHErCETEL
A (B LLCUTEmMWITEGLD.

o  QREUIUGTD UGG, QUGRIGEOTMITS HLOMT UM uleTenmy. @euj QerepGareL @ bLELTamMenLILI
LIITLq U] YTETTITI]. eummleL QB (HEpCEFTEVTSHEm6DTL L6 L6V 6UIT &6 umquN G LU
GOUIL §565FTGLD.

Yyeuev&efledr GlLI(mIH S 6016010

Gy Geung&en Q&memLeUend LOGS6UTSH6T. sT(HUUG Wmyre Q@hhSTed QsmHLUUS BHILDTS
Qm&6s Geucn(pLy eteoim CQuTETCMNS Cammeurm G&y GCeuhsiseileit SWITHD, 6UETATEL &6ITENLD
LOMID  GesteoreodMM CFemeu 2 ulfemeud STLEEHME. SiHF UmsUNL o UMSTLMLE CEIhHS
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QMM 2EMTHEMETUD, BILIg6dT QHeT UGH eu@Gaumuied PUUSQASLH WEIGHSHET LTSS MG LD
GBS HeuieuuieT(H5HE QbHEHCEFTeOMSH6 6160 LOEITEBI6H CULIMISIUL|6TTEITITEIT.

USG euemsUTeT QUGCalaTaN&em QFaNSHHI LVeUmMTUD, ieU] LmTaNmUIL|D SHIM&SEHLD
HG&aN$G UTme0O&HMFLO6TTeN] ELNNSSHT6T QL0 GL(heusst. BMOUG BHIMTUNFLD QUTsiTen60T
sTUNWMHMIS  STUNWETTT  Leoeuhe@ uflens SealssH  woHmuGSSHermest  BrjplyFGCareD.
UTesT(h&@E 2 UMSTL(H QUHEUTEMWILID STF6T LD&H6TenT GL(heussT CEJemeD ShHSHe Hevg)
QamenLLQLHenen HlemeobimisSHeurmest C&mhiGL (heeor.

ER6UTLIGH HTUQUTESTEN6UTLLD, HIOMTUNID STUTHMSUID CEFFeOMGHET LO6HT6I6 HEFCIF6TEMETILIT(H &S
QULPMISKEUTTE. &LN6V([HSH@G HIOMTUNPLD ST6WID WMMID BHETMT 6TMID G6aTCMM HeTM) SH60T SH6VuT6uvieL
&Il BTG SIMeTHMmSWLD 6(PHSQASTRHG LEDNSSHT6 AFLEUSSHBRICHT EUMHUITS6I. €R60TLIS)
BIOTUNFLD  QUITETENETUD, H6T T&ES SLlgmeou|ld SieflHg ANALETHT POHMIULGSS &g
QuBHGeiTenLEmL QeueaNiLGSHEHS ST Iq.6o1medT GIL(HEhCHT6L @(HLCLITEmMD.

QUBRIGETMTTSHLOT(HEG 6] 2EMEMIUID, LDEMETMWILID  UPRISUWICHTH L (HLDELEVTLDE
HevauifledT oemerTuled QFeLeuGHME HIUN emeusbg e QeneprGCared QEpUOUTEmD. @eueurm G&l
Ceuns s L U Uilhe SHTeusHled &estensliumgll QUHmE CFIHE LevaUHmeT (&L 6UMLMLOED
ufleaNS g S1HG 6UlhGIeTensol).

Leveuj&erflesr HDLI6uoTL| S 61

&M% &MLLl LIVQIT&H6T HhGHaTH eUTDONImeL &LpHlenevdH@& gmmeuTm) 6UMPHS 2 6Tenesi).
‘Chyemd, WENHCHWID, WLOMID 2 wWihsd JADABNGmaTE &L LG SSaUTsHenTs  alemnhidle).
ST&JHeNLLD ufl& QumislmS WL (L CHI&sLMSS Q&meTenmoeD, SI6UTSH6m6N
HLUNILGSSILQTHETHAD, 2 6uenld CUELUTSHTEED @ (HHSH6].SetTameomm LS, &eoailuled
g aahGHL, Qubemsaml ChHGHL wWOMID amenLUNWID SO eueafHeL GuTTM
BOLGIL&ET3 e @levely QuU@bLSSaflsT sumpalulamey  SiMlemis & eoTmenr. CILI(hLDLITeVT6s
FRIGSHTELL LIVATEHET ShIGET HMTLSL L Hspelsemer WL EGGCWL urhReur(henmssd &man(y Hhisern
LML 60&6emem @UIMMIULIETENTESIT4 6T60TM)| SHETLIGTLITEV6 FaMIHMIT]. Fhis STLHSL UMDHS LIVAITSHET
amienid  Hemevemlll CUTEGUFM&HTE Ceauhgisemar GUTOHMIL umquNGHSTID, SO @evsSHl
QIMTHMIGG UTHSTUY  jewins  @QbhHlenererny. SUOIDPO  Levend  HlenmbGIeTenalf&HenTs
GComermeomueerj. "FRIGD neusH H SN euaTfHS SIS 6TeT @QeMMUIGTT) SHTaIlled 2 60
2 MIF QFULILD UmEBUTNEL FRIGL LewauJHeT SLOID QOTLHUNn6uTs ST GI6TTersu().

6U6TEM6L & 66T G5 IT6M L& G 60T60ILD

Fh& BT HMLGWI(D eueTenedaem LM, e, &Mfl, CUE6ET, ASHWIOTET, Ui, Heiell Y@SLD.
@ euijsefeot Q&TemL &S MLIeOHU SmiumesorTHMILILIENL dGSSIMISEHMDSE). Leve(y LOMHMILD
AreueTEHERSHGL QUITEsTEm6TTUL|LD QuUIT(HEmOTULD eUemITIWIEmMUT6ETM Siererfl QULDMHISIL
QaMEMLSSH6iTEnDEG QU] QUODEUTEHET. QETHSSH (WLMLEGS C&T umfl, UGG Cumjsneu
&hHe GCusedr 616 @UIHEMSEMIILD, 2 UNFleThGsmenyd ChHSHSH UTEHaNeT Q&HTEOHL  LDEMLOEMUILI
Cumetmgl 6TesT @QeL&HEILIMKIGET CUTDHMIKBTMET. SHG eUMSUND, ‘USMMILLSSHIL UMgUul 66lCleum(h
geveu@pld umLiulL  Siggeilld  @Q@h& sSsousmerwd Qeuw  @uieons SeelhHE LGHS
uf&emeoIQUMMEDTs 6T6TM LUTSWGLOF GO (Heur.

(WPI3.6)60]

gh& QesHIWmGT GOIUINEL SmLGUWI(LD 6U6TaTL&HET WOMID Levausem LM GCUGSlemmen.
@861 eueTaTELEEMT QBMENL GG 6ITEMDMUILILD, Leveuf&HeT QUM Ufl&eneou]ld @ev&EW eugeommHm)
SANwrser ULGaum NFrs gule| QFuigeTetsan. G &N @esHWID Lsglme]
ML USDHGSLD, COML UATENLD ML UFMHGLD THOUTE MGG 6T6IT6VMND. SHG QUMHSHUND LSS
G&y LDCITEOIISHEMENT, LIS LIS LMqul HIM LML 1q60T QGMGLILTeT USHOMILSS HIeOleL Smewrlii(hd
SFJEHeilstt  QeMmLSHMD, Leveudssm  Qumbm  ufl&ler  Gettemd  HPHwenT  QeLSH WSS
Q& (LWL QFUIEMG! 6TEITELMLD.
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