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manisarann@gmail.com Agriculture occupied a central position in the life and culture of the ancient Tamils. As

the primary source of sustenance for humanity, agriculture has long been regarded as
the foundation of civilization. Originating during the Neolithic period, agriculture
evolved beyond a mere occupation and became an integral way of life for the people.
From ancient times to the present day, farming has remained a defining marker of
Tamil identity and socio-economic existence. Given its extensive scope, agriculture
influenced every segment of society, from kings who governed the land to ordinary
individuals who depended upon its produce. Recognizing that neither food nor human
life can exist without cultivation, the Sangam Tamils developed and practiced a variety
of sophisticated agricultural techniques to enhance productivity and ensure
sustainability. These methods demonstrate their deep understanding of land
management, crop cultivation, and environmental adaptation. Sangam literary sources
provide valuable insights into several aspects of agricultural practice, including the
selection of quality seeds, sowing methods, crop maintenance, protection of cultivated
fields, and the agricultural implements employed by farmers. Such references reveal the
technical knowledge, practical wisdom, and scientific outlook of the agrarian
communities of the Sangam Age. Against this background, the present study examines
in detail the agricultural techniques adopted by the Sangam Tamils and analyzes their
significance within the broader context of ancient Tamil society. By exploring these
traditional farming practices, the study seeks to bring the agricultural knowledge of the
Sangam period to the attention of contemporary generations and to highlight its
relevance to sustainable agricultural development.

Keywords: Agriculture, Tamil society, Sangam Tamil, Agricultural practice, Neolithic
period, Cultivation.

(LPETEIED

SLhpIseflest  QUTDSHMSHUTIEL (P G 6aTemLOL] UGHWTES  GeuaTmeiiemLn B mhgleTeng.
2 e G&0&HeLeMD 2 uNepLl(heug Geuenmenr QHMHOMGD. LS SHHTLHSL QFHTL MG Ceouermesor
QFMHEL, ek QFHMHLNTH IELELMDED &&HEMN6T QIMDGMS (PMIWITEGe TMIL GUTeTgl. B H&HMeLLD
WHL Qerm euemy HLOIPTHeNetT SemLwimenonsd Gedenmmenr QHMHL eNeMhGHMEG.  Ceuenmesenin
ughg  eNflhe Qamfleons @@GLUUSTEL BILML  JPEHD ATFET  (NGH6L  SIHBTLIg6L  6UMILPLD
SO &CHM eS0T Q] gJCHMID (h QUMBUND AHASTHCOTH QAFTLIY Q&TeLaufTsGel
@@uuy. 2 el 2 auGeur, o aualeai 2ulCym  Qeuajedled  FTHHIIDELEMEL  6TEITLIMS
BETGENIHS CUTE eI,

‘2 (Lpglevui(hy eUmLpeUmGE eUMLDEUT] LOMHEMELELITLD

QSM(pGIT(H NETCFEL Loy  (@GMENT.1033)
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(T, FMIGSH SHOIpTHeT Geuenmeior QFMHEOL QeouciGaim HiamISHshIGeme  LlerUmm
Geuenmetmeminemul  GobuGGHlletensoy. Ced Hevev alemgeamnw GCaie| QFg  elanglus),
LgEemneT  LPTLROUG, UTHSTILG WOMID Colameamemng@ UWsaTUGSHW SHaNS6T GMSHILD
Fh&S QesHIWMmSGET QeuailliLhGlilerearsn. &G FhsGSH SLODTSHET Couarmeo QFUIL S LG5S
B URIGmeT Hand WImMiHG Q&ETe0  HMELUPMMEEFEHSE CalaNiuGeSHIIsSTeE QHS lUla|H
&L (K60 SIeMLDHGI6TEN).

GeuenmesarenLd -allen&&HLD

Geuenmeiuemid  6T6oTLIG  HlevHensL  LGL(BRSHEH  Smeflmier (pFHedweumsenm, ealmenalléHELd
QeMMemevsd GM&GGLD. Celenmeiuenin LD6N&6 HISHHGLD ML USNSG QUNIGSSHS. GCorlelT+gyeT+6mLn=
Geuenmmetmemin, Geuelm  6TeId  QFTELEOTT  SlqUITHS CHmTHIL  Geuenmeinenid  QBMEML,  FFeM&
Cumeimeumemmé GMNGGWD. Ceolenmeaueni T6TUSMEG "2 LS, MmSHU|D eNembdLLD” (L1.264) 6T60Tm)
Qepslipsg QemHUIOUNWED &sITH  QUIIRET SHEMG. eNeusmDd, 2 PeSESTLHL, &LOLD,
LNflGsed  Gumstimemey  Geuenmesoieniouest  Geum QUIWITHNMTGLD.  Agriculture  6T63IMH  CFTLENMS
QenewnLimer HLOLDEFQFTL ‘SO 6TTUFHTGL. Hemeowimssr QL GHH6L 6umphS 6N BHI&IH &S Heor
EI(PEFAWITS Geuanmesulenio @Q(HbSI6Teng).

Geuemessr LOMHSIT

Beodemg o (pgl, LWIRLE, 26wl LWjsmer 2 HUGSH CFLILEUTEET Geuenmesa LOMHSI
(TEMID 2 LDQUTSHEITEI. Geuenmmetnr 61D 2. 1p6) S QFMHMELEF QFIQISTEL 2 LOAITSHET  6T60TM)
SIMPSSHUILLL 61y, Cademmesnt QHMLNEOIL MHULL Y 60&H6NT 2 LEITEHET 6T6MID, Gl 2 Lp&SliT
(T6OTMILD  SUMLPSHLILILL 60T]. 2 MPGHGLD DSSHET &H6Dy (UMLD.15), 2. Lpeu] (§HevibL].27:229), 2 oGS,
SmLWJ, SOLAWT  (UmLD.61),  UeTer]  (HeodL.10:130),  UeTaNIF(P&SFal MLI6TEH:12)  6T60TMILD
SIDPSESILLL 6oy, "2 6uorlg QBTHRSHCHMT 2.uNj Q&THSHCHTCH” (UMLD.18)(LD6WN.11:97) 6T6ATLIGMHEH6TOTHIS
Qeaursem UfeOWIL CUTSHE, 2 ulj STEGLD 2 6TeTHSH CHTHMELF CFUILITEHET. 2 LpalfHSG Geuernmeso
QFMHGEL (LPG6TTEMID UMUIHSH G 6TEUTLINS,

‘Couenmesyr LOMHSTHES 2 (LPGHMETI SALEVG)

@eLQeverr QMAlL NMelsns HSLPFH (QFT6L.LOIL.81)

st Q@meLSTUNLG  QUTABGIETenT). "2 Lpeufseflsst SmUY eIl HGFHWS6TM. NG
Qam@LN6T 61Eh&HLD, NPILNeHT QUIHGLD, 2GS 2ulj QHTEUGCUTT 2 LpauCH. 91§ &HMmESCITEnI
Gumhmieudl 2 &6 SLenWMGLD”. (GeueTmeioremiou|d ULeUT(RLD,  L.131). 2 HSHHM] LG
QaMHL&MmeNE  CFIHTEILD LD6sNGH6uNleoT SliqliLieml g CHemeuwmenr o cuialerr CUTHL (B 2 LpalmFGL
GHTUTTESATD  Hlemew  gHUBHME. SUTSHET Q6L VESHME HTRIGLD NFFTENGET  6TEILIENS
"2 (UM 2 60BGHHTTHGS 6T (GMEN.1031) 616N CUETEHEUT GSMILITIL (BerTeriy.

HleoLium@Gum@®

GMEH, (WPeLemeL, W@HSD, QBUIGEL, UTMmEL 6T60TH  SLOPTHET HevHmE RHFHTEHLI
NG gienenesy. GeID eNener HeLMIGHENET UG HETENOGES 6JMHL 6UETLVLD, CILDETLI6VLD, L|63TLIEVLD,
senmy  Meold eTerrll NG GleiTerently. "(PELEMELUID  GMIEGHHAUID  “6U6ITLIEVLD"  6T6ITMILD, LD(HS(LOLD,
QABRIGEID  “CIDEITLELD*  6TTMID  QIPRISLILL (ReTengl.  (QeusHiigHed  Gelenmeienin,  LI.23)
QLoaTLeLLTEW LOHSHELSEHEL UM(PLD W&HSEGT6 Golenmensniod QASTHMEL SIH&HLNGE QAFIIG6T].

QLO6OTL6VLD (LD (HSIHI6VLD)

wmsHeod Hiyeuerd HH&WLME QULUUSTID, Ceumsgsiend QWL gmm Heonrs @HLILST6D
“GILD6ITLIEVLD* 6T6OTM6DTI.

“QILDEITLEL emeuLIN6T [HeoT BT (B QUTHBH” (LMLD.42:18)

Gempett GOTWWOMSHSHIS &lEpFw Herefeuareuesilest BTEH QOGS  QID&S BHIL TS

QmHHH erm UDBTOM GSOUNGEDG. CeTle Ceolenmeauend Q&G 2 Lpauf&ssT GEFHmILNe)]
QEUIGETT] 6TETLIENS,

‘UsH Ceml 2 me5HS LeTeNQeusir LmsdaH&F
Q&EpaFTeL 2 Lpeuf GaHMOHLUEML LoGHLr. (b(D.340:6-7)
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aanm) pHHmaT GHINGADSI

Hlevgms LUSULESSISHEL

LIGTTEnL_&HM6L 0SS STl QUINDM&GE L6, L(HaUSMeLd  pdeumMnG egmou
Hevdemnd Beoi@ 2 (PG LW Qewigen). Heosmal UGILGSSHIUSDGD, 2 (PeUGDHGL Gevermsgor
SmeNsemer LIWETUGSIHT]. &0 2 (PaUngd STLIGEID Bl 2 (PeUCH AmbsHG) TeaTUg Leosnl g
SOTHeMNET SHSHHTGLD.  LeoWemdm 2 (P&l Heugmsll UsLGSEHWSTEL 2 Lpaufset QFEhFmed
2 pal” (BD.340:7) ETETMMWSSILLL 6o1]. QUEBRISLIGEET MM SLQSAMGLD  6UMJ 2 (LPSHT6L
sTheYD QL Caueiung wFeLenew 6T6TM 6U6TEHaUFl6H euMIQLTANSCSHMHL,

WHHS sflms 2SSl LNISSI

&ML HHL (B 2 Lp6BTeyLD

QI 2 s HGHSL Ly

cpETMID HLNCGUr  ((p&HFal_D.125)

61601 Geuenmesnt HIL LHeng BHesTGeuhg Colemmeuiening &g 6.

alleng Cyiey CFILIH0

BeL6L QNMENFFNIHEG SHTomeT aleng&er CHemel. 6Ia1Gal (LPFHOL allenearelsd@ 6lh&E T
mng &SHjsmen aNmss0&eas CoIea| QFUIG QsTEIL6). alMmeHCHHT MaUSSH([HHGLD &6l
eN&enar, @ CUTHILD 2 wIesE ULaTUGSSHIIS @Qevsnev. WMCHmID LWGTLGSSHIeUTEeaTTuleo
SliHLD Glg SPHG CUTGLD 6T6TM 6TEvuIemID Lstienl_& SLOT&HeNL LD Hlevall eubglereng. @&ene,

‘lp@lg 2 LpesHT aNGSHICTTLMHIEG". (LMLD.230)

61601 UG epeuld SIMHG C&meten (WIgHMG.  CeouarmeioeniouNed elNemgaHener Ggijey
QFIUGID, SlQUDOML LUFH HTHSMOEOL UMHIGTHHS QSBTETOUGID eT6l6deTe]| (PSHIILD 6T6TLIMS
SLOIPTEHET 2_60TITIHG)I6IT6rT6uTI).

‘@MNHG rm 2 Sjlsnu QUDT SemLouiles

GJ6L 2 6WIhG eNmgHoHlemeur. (LUMLD.33 : 11-12)

aNemGemiLl SMmeUSHSH alm§SHs LiL(HSSend alleréaeULL (BeTenns).

alleng alleng s s 6o

Hevdeng Mm@ USLLGSS W N6t allemgaheanear el L. ‘QqlUlL LD CHlq alleng 616
LpQWIA.  SIUPQWLMAGCHOU L@GaunMhg LU QFLCHTH WL (HLDELELMDE LIHaSHMDHEG ghm
Ly Lully QLG aNndHFHe&sTeT allengsHemear LisnerGuimameoll G Ig&eafled  C&meu(h
Q&e6L6uIy.

“SIfSMeL MU SIMHIS6ETIT H&606)UIED

LMIBTEL 2 (P& FI§ QFmiafesr

aGRGHT(H QF6TM el lg LML (BM.210 : 1-3)

GgId  almgaemer 2 (pgl  FIEpeTar  HeoddHed alemglu] eTaTUmSU|D  BHHMIEnewor
GIRICENNE

&men QW (H &S 6L

SOQU(BHHL  eTeotug  LUNT  Heomseiled  CHmeuwmm Q& sHmer  B&HE, (W HHWL
LULNTEE@pSHGS CHMAUITET FHHEH6T KM &HF Q&G HS WESHL CQUDEF QFUIUSTGLD.
UGmenL &  SLOLPISHET  MBHATID, SHENGEMTEYID  HEM6NGHEET  61(h'SSHI6TeN60TI). 605 56160TT6L
SOCAUREHGD CQFMHlmeLE CQFLGCUT] MEHNEM6E OMTEHSHET 6T60TM HEMLDSHSLILILLI].

‘&AM LTSS CF LN (LPIGLOMY  (GHMI.309: 1)

SOEMQUI(RES “Hlan]* 61601m SHhallemuwl LiwlsiuhGHer]. QFH HOaGCSHTL(H 61607 QULNRISLILI(HLD.
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Qeruuy ehbg 2 (pS ST UG SlLemey (QU(hLDUMEHI.201)
QBOHUUNITSEn &S enL G ABGHS GE0)61T5H6M6NE SEMeHGILD, QBLLIG 6D Q&1 &em6r
SUUDUUGSSHD SamenCi(h&He0 BHLHGHISTOTHTHLI LI LDUTEITHMILILSDL. FoMISME).

imiauenL. C&FIIG 60

WHIHS LUNTEmen Qaulinéd CesfléGD We&HW Ceouemein QFWILUPMM SHMIQIEHL IITSGLD.
SimieuenL 6T6oTUG Cleumid LU SIMIt WL (RO6TM.  WLIors UG ST eurpelwuGeonh &H0bHs
v (B H&DeuTs o e 2 Lpeuf&HeT QBO&HT&HET LPMHONLLNCITEIT SMIUMmLEF  C&FUIS 60
aNemeahH(BHE CBNHESTHMET IMILSDSTHS FalJeNDILITHED 6UMEHGHILD STEULILIEGLD €2 (1h6UME
Sifleurefenesil LPHSLOLD D&HSET LILIEHTLI(HS 6o,

‘Fo. NS GUSSH6T  uUMLQABE HFHE! (CQUIT(HBHIT.242)

SMQENLE  QFUIIL LWL L Sfleum@hd@ ‘GWL  6161m  QUIT  ULDMISLILIL (HETeNs).
SimieiemL. QFIWD 2 Lpalfsemer ‘GiGEH allenetepl) 6erml GQU@LUTEITOMILLUDL GDSHME).

“oUGSIM elenehd CLIGHERCEH CBHeLEdI6T
SdLmL G Syengmen GLOGHSH eNenesiep”  (CILI(HLDLIT6U0T.230-231)

&Lp6oNluled  QBELEOIEETT SimIeuemL. QFWIW|D CuTg UaMSSMeTLL STaUSHSHTE &6UuIan|enLD
(1DID Qen&s SHaNenul @emngLiL.

“CleueiQlennTed SIFIBY LN6iTeMMS &GILDLILD
SEEDIENLD Qe QUi HLHSTET HTM”. (I&HLD.40 : 13-14)
SMEMLGSHL QuihFHnmseailer cpeold simelmL ellenjarse|n, alignsaln QFUWlLGHDGI.

Geuernmesor & (615 6T

@mg,mg,u LI6soTLI(h & & 6LD, &@mgm@m Geuernmegor &,([r,ofn&,m LweTu(hSSHLILLL6o1.  Geuenmevor
SHNG6T 2 Lpalf CL(HLOSS6M60r asrra)g,mg,um 2 mpliemuud INFFILGRSGID U FTHEIRISETGLD.
Qeimieien  SenMH@ BHafker QSMHL [ LS SHHaN&HET LML S&HT0HS0  @Q6LmELEUIETHTEYILD,
Geuemevemil  616eMHMH&GLD LOLCIMIS SHONGHenar HIL LTS  LwlerL(hSSHlulerersu). 2 (LPpeUSMHS
seolienll, HevdHmas FeTU(hSHS SeTDLUIDL), UUNTHMeTL UMHISTES LN, ML F Gl
GWID(Sifleurmen) GumeTm LLGUMIS &([HeNGHenenLl LieTL(h S Sl6ot).

SHevLlenL

Geuenmeiuiemin  QEWIW|D  HlevgHleor GLOLWDL L.  O6EIImENIS SHmhe QeuGalTss CFasNES
UwesTU(RLD 65@6‘)5] SEVLIHLIWIMGLD.  &6vLlenL amug,g_f)@ "2 LIGIJ6UUILD, 2 (LPU6DL, SeVLIeHUL|MILIL, WITLD”
(L.340) 6T60Td  SLOWDLI Guu&gn@oﬂm&,&,m ShgleTeng. FhE QELSHHILMSETND &HevLlenU BHITEhF 6L
(UMD 20.11), "2 (LPUEDL" (UMID.35 25) eT6diml GMHILILOUL (Remeng).  seolienLufler 2 miliLsenTs GLoLf,

H&SHSlq, O&STEL, UL, SuUNm eTeTeng). @5 uUMEHS 6UGEUSHEMGIID, EFalJeMLOLITEN (L6
UGSemu|d QSIT6IIL TG LD.

‘Glahenm UL CFLDETEL 2 Lpelly
BeoLpeilled QU@L usE UsHalled Ll ig
Mg UMl SH63T6aT LOLG 6UMLI [HITEHEFIEL

2 GUY (13 (WP QBT cLLPs 2ereshH
(@R LDLIT6TOT. 197-200)

QELenOWITET 2 106 Q&K 2 LpaIf&HeT 2 LpeMH&Ts LRSS T(haisemen 6ifled L lq
WIMEm6BTUT6IT 6UMTEDIUI 625G SHevLlemUeniis Qemeni(y LUNFLL ey, Cogyid emLpL QUTLHIULITS eumesoTL
&MVRIGETEL FILOM HevHme 2 (PEUGDHEG HevLIEMLSET LILIGTLGSSH WIS,

‘UM 2 (L BTEh&lL GUITEL’ (56918 : 5)
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61601 H6015CHTeNS GOILNGE M.

Semby

UeitenL_& SLOLDTSHET HeTtFUI HevdHed 2 1pe| QFWILD Curg CFMeNM 2 ML GG LOCTIEN6TIEF
Fwem QFw LWTURSHW LIGSHBN FHenburGh. CemMemneais G &L igshemer 2 0L §§IF
Qs QFWIWD SHNCWETLSTEL CEFEMIGSHH Tamald HmPESILGEHMDSI.

SaMdLUSGSHAN cpeuld CFmMemenTd GLOLING &L lgsamer 2 ML &G Curg GCFOHML &HL &GLD
aunenenBerr Q&&maNuiler Qenl G ephg ML GRS SIGILTHNBLD 616U S,

“‘eORIGLOeM) QeFmieanet Senbl Slgbhg GL

LILD6YT QUMEmENTLI LICH2_&H&H6501 HIEWIEL”. (LMLD.61: 3-4)

6T60TM LIML_6VIq.&61T 618G & 60TM 60T

LD

G&MErd wOHMID W@GHSHL LUGSHUNL allemand LuNTsmeT aNORIGST WMMID LMENEUSHET
CoslumsHaId Curg seumenm NIl (ReuTdmaeETs e(hHeuemns S@halsnwl UweLGEHe]. QNG
‘HLEOL 6T6Im) QLW  HL6ML 6TOILSDEG Heuetl, HafHlqgCaHmed, &Heuewl, CPMIFL” 6Term SLOILD
SHITEH aMenseEDd  HHEMG. HEULCHM] cpmHenew hHSHHHEHNN Henomsll Nenhg C&mewnh,
&I EGD USSHD NT&SMOL 6(h LUMGmEL MNigdHHsds C&man(h, MILSESHME Sl &
STPULEUBTEL LML CTETLILLL &|. FLEOL  6IOIUSNGS "HJgensL  Lemm”  (LbemeoL(B.9)  6TemiLD
QIRISLILGHMDE).

BpeNulled  HemeTlileTd SMULITEET SLML oW FLllg ¢edl e(puyDd GCuTg SHTHemen
2_GUIGNIENHS LMENEISET LDhH CFTmens,

“euredl] SLemL LemLLILT6IT, SiUlevG)

QURIEG &HJ SV HLPENUILD”. (LMLD.49: 4-6)

6TeoTm LUmBIem &L GEMEG. Henearlleid &ré&G Wwael) Ceukiensd Lr&HHenearuiedl(hhHs
UbSHe0lL QHG QaTau(, RS HMGHE CQFWWLNLULL LML SHHONWITD €60l eT(LPLLT
Senearenlsd SHeU([BD & HSMET 6L 1 UIMS,

“9IEMD SIMISFH QUM Qeuel QUMLISSHL L U6, (SIHLD.388 :2)

6T60TM SUSHTOMM SOUINGEMG. SOl cPRGmeL MG H QFUWNULCL S@Hel 6TaTLg
@360 CLHELLD LIVEITTEME).

WIg. 6D

Srewems STEGL  Hemeowiml  QsmMHleonseald, el eumpelm@ 2 ulj bl UWITSHa|LD
aNemm@Ld Ceuenmettt  QHTLHEOINET  FRIGHTEL LDSHHET  HHIGET CUTLPUTHTIONSES Q&ML CHT(H
L (HLOELELTDED,  Seuf&eng — ueoun®, Brsfsnd  CuraimeumHemm  QeuaNUuGSS D  HmnHs
&(HEYELLDMEHALD  LIUI6OTLI(H S S 61T6NT6DTIT. uemenL WS  SLODTSHafleT  Geolenmesor  HIL LKIGeneT &hidh
QeLsHIIMmIGET FTHIG HDHFHTMeS. UGNl & SHLOPTHeT aNenGHHL (PHL LUNT SIMIQIEHL. QDI
CMQSTETEHD  HIL LRISGEMETUILD, HODSSRISMELID AEEHS HMOUPMMEELES THHHEF CFem)
eNafliby Hemeoulled QEHHGLD 2 Ul STHGLD CQAFMTHeLTET CEUaTTEIMDMII HT&HE Ceuesu(hLD.
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