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aruchamy5096@gmail.com Sangam literature serves as a valuable source for understanding the social, cultural, and

artistic life of ancient Tamil society. Among its many cultural expressions, the
performing arts occupy a significant place, reflecting the aesthetic sensibilities, social
structures, and collective identities of the Sangam people. This study examines the
various forms of performance traditions depicted in Sangam literary texts and analyzes
their socio-cultural significance. Particular attention is given to dance and theatrical
performances (Koothu), musical instruments, festival celebrations, courtly artistic
events, and folk art traditions, with an emphasis on understanding their influence on
the social organization of the period. The study argues that the performing arts
functioned not merely as forms of entertainment but also as powerful instruments in
shaping political authority, fostering social cohesion, and constructing cultural identity.
Through artistic performances, values, customs, and collective memories were
transmitted across generations, thereby strengthening the cultural fabric of society.
Furthermore, this research explores the interrelationships between art and politics, art
and religion, and art and economy, demonstrating how artistic practices were deeply
embedded within the broader socio-cultural framework of the Sangam Age. The study
also seeks to trace the historical roots of contemporary traditional art forms to their
antecedents in the Sangam period, thereby highlighting the continuity of Tamil cultural
heritage. By adopting a socio-cultural perspective, this article provides a
comprehensive examination of the performing arts traditions of the ancient Tamils and
underscores their enduring contribution to the preservation and expression of Tamil
cultural identity.

Keywords: Tamil Cultural Heritage, Tamil Society, Theatrical Performances, Koothu,
Performing Art, Ancient Tamil.

(LPeoTsn)| 60 ]

FhS QeHHILIMRIGNED “Fadgl” 6160TLUG HHLDSSHHMELGHANGT  62(HRIKMETIHS  6MIqEILDTSHES
STELUGEMG. FadGl 6T6TLG QUMID BLEID S6L6D; G Qg UML6D, 260, MFe| Yl
SIMEIHMGID 2 6TaTLSHEW BTL S QGeIDTS QBHSS. &HMG CFTLID HMELEHSHTE SilqLILIenL
QIQEUDTS FadHGH eNaThSWIG. @& 60T D eUFMDHMIF FLOUIMRISET, LTS &Hamgsen, ealjé
Q&WELG6T GUTETMENEY SSATLLD LiFe6r.

Fadg QuTgieuns Hohg Ceuailsailed LELG SITFMeUGHENlEL BLSGFLILLL G LDSS6T
QILLLOM&E GhE Qammuh &SHme HaNEFHmU THSSH6]. @QSH6 (P &ML MMID LD&ESET
QL Cuw ChJlg 2. M6 2 (HheUTsSl. Fads ) FPHESHEHEL &HM6eVEhI-HTL STAFILIT-UTL &I HEW LeTUP&HS
SHMEMLOGEN6TS QSTEHIIL UTSHONTTE @) (1HHS60TI).
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MG HMVGHL Fadg &Fcpd aljFearddlen &HaNUTSHaDd @(HHE(HSSEVMD. LD6OT6]& 660
QEweL &ML LsLpeICHT(H, &e0 FLOWIMRIG6TED LY F1Cs(Hsemean LDENM(LPSHLOMS
&L1g6SMIgUN(H&HEOMD. Q&ML Fadhdl @b FPd 2 mIUTLens alahdlg. Fadbg LLOHMID
FLMIG QLG QsTLiY Q@hHses. fev SHmalprsseailed GOLINLL &m&&HeT ATRIGCHHMLUILIL L 6.
8% WHHLINGMSHET HMID Hemev @enluileomer 2 meneal GeuaMuLBGSHHMS).

Ga58 ST Hemev WM (P&HHIW DL WMTEMOMGLD. QeiTemml Q& (H&HF05SI, CF[HHTL HLD
GumsiTn elg eUMIGaNEHT Colf&HeT FhSHTVS FadHl PN SMEILILIGHS 6T 6T601Gel, Fadhgl &LOLDIF6T
&6m6LLI LIfleuuTmD eueTf&FEHUNGT iqLLemL. SLLLOMSS SHSLILUL Ceussor(hLb.

PFM6USH &6V LOMMILD LOGHEET &6HI6V

& &MTLHHL &mev Qreani(h (P&HHIW HaThseled euaIFSH CQUDDGH: STFMEUS HEDIEV
OMID  DESHET  HMEV. STFMEUS HEMED  LDGITETTHAT6 SN Heiled HSHNHFHLILLL G Q&
LoedTenTflenT Wl S QU@hemem QeueiuBSS D SHENUTE QhHHSHE. LTEOIT&H6NT D6TsTenrll LsLphS
umgeety. elFedwj wWLWOMID Fodd) JFMUUND FHMeL  HSHNHH]. STFMEUS  HEDEL
QRPMSDLESILULL.  algelld Q@mbEHBSSMD. GMUIALL  ChIw, @LLD, WHe06, SYemL
Sp&weummiL 6T HSPSSULLL . Q& HsMIHHer QeualiumLmd QEhHH. HMEL CLPEVLD D66
S0G Sl Heowl FLLUTQULTSD 2 WIHHSTEHED SMLIQ6T]. &S HMeD GUTHIDESET &SUT6L
QaTheG. SHHNPTESET, HITDE Fhengser, Sl@poen NpreEser Cureaim QL RSN  &Henev
H&PEFHGET  BOLCQUDMET. D&HHET HEMHEL FEPSG RDOMIMDMII 2 (HUTHEHIG|. LDSHET  HED6D
&SHETLOME 6l aITS QBHS([HEHHEVMD. D&HSHET SHhiGET UTNENUID JFHILIQIRIGEMET SHEN6D QULHUITE
QeueNUuLGSSHen). Q& FepsHHlem 2 6uend Henevsnl LNTHLUOSSHE. TFMEUSH &MeL LOMHMILD
D&GHET H606L QUIHLD (HeUsD] 6(H6U] LTHSSHES. STFMeUUTL 2 (HeUTET HOU HEM6V 6IG.6UMIGET
MNeoteo1] O&HSHEMNLLD LITe6E. SCHEUTEL LD&SHET HMEL 6 UMIGHT FFeneUUNled @L LD CQuMMenT. @) 6ot
cpeuld  &emew  LFlIHOL HSDHSSH. Qeuail(p alqURSE@ID ST UGITIUTL (R DL ILITETEHMS
2 (HeUMSHS (LPSHEHII LIRIEG 6USHES 8 60T

HmaNpr& a6 WHMID QUTGHIS 6L H&LDES 6T

§h&  STLGHHL  SHHPrEseT  Fepd  aumpellsst (P&HW  SIMSLTS @\ (HHS60T.
Qeualprsseiled @Qeng, BLEID, FadhdH Hwmel (WHAW umSTOME. @by elpr Gumsim
BapeseT QUG QUTHS Fal ord QUBHSHE. &S L QI h&eMedl(bhg eubhG URGCHDHMEI).
HmANPTESHT Fepd semmIsneml QUMVILILGGSe. Hemev HEHNEFHSHET LH6LLD D&HSETE 2 60TT6) &6l
ReIMenhHHer.  ENFSH, usH, 2MmETSHD  Hwemen  CeuefiulLer.  SHpalprsseaned
HMVEISHEHHEG HMLUL WHIWTMS QUPRISLILLL . SUTHET FEPSHSH6 DIDWIDTSS & ([HGLILIL L 6]
QG HMLEG SaMGSUIULL 2 Whs Wl CaueliubGSHSHHDE. Hme0 LOHMID CUITIHETTSTILD
SmaNPrEsefled QenemihEH(HHSH6. eUMNSBTHET QUITIHL &6 NHUENET QFUIGE]. HEMELEHT&H6T L&
Qummery. @Q&eumed SHNHT 6(h CQUTHEMTSTY MOWIDTHED QBHSSH. HHONPTESHET FCPS
SIMLILITENGHNG 2 (HeuTsHHen. @@ GSOUNLL  QguieusHamgsGuwm  HeoluglemnuGuir  snLOWILDTES
Qameni(h NPT HLHSHG. Hmew SiGeneT HMUNGHH. @Qeuaurm), Fhis QevsHUIhIGHaTed &l(@HeNpmEaern
LOHOID  Hmew  HsLPeSET  FLOPT  FepsHHleT  eeOMIENd  WOMID  UGIUTL (R 2 M6 &emern
QeuefliL(h & g1 &H6TmenT.

&6M6V LOMMID QUITIHETTSTJLD

&M% SMLHHL &HemeL 6(h CUTIHATTSHTT BL UG SMSUITEHAID @Q(bHSHS . LTUI&HeT LOMHMILD
0 5HHIGET SHMIGET &HEMEL CLPELLD EUTLPEUTSHITLD CQUDHMEDT. Sl6UT&H6T  LosiTesTISHNLLOBHG LIfl&Hsen
Qummenty. QuTesT, Hleold, hemL, MBS GCUTETMEME UFETS QIPMIGLILLL 6. Q& &ML LMHMID
QumrpeTTemyn  QenLulleomesr 2 mened  STLHEMG. HMELETHET  CHTHLUPMMD  SHEHLLITENLD
Qareung. (bhGesTy.  Sleujseilet  Smenw  QUIGHEMTHTT WLHUUTES SHSUULLG. Qo&ss@man
swrfliyb e@®, Qamfleors QHbHMHESMD. SHN 2 (HUTHEGD MENMETEHT&HET  &FeLP&HSHS60
QmHse). QFH HMEL FMJHG QUITIHATTST] QUENEOWIMIDLINL 2 (HUTHHILIG. S[HENPTESET HMILD
QAUTHIS HmeL HBLDEGET UTNGESHMG 261HGNGHEO. &HET Fa(BOUSTL Fhend eUTFH CUMHME).
@6 cpeLd  HEMEL  QUTGHEMTHT] QUISHSESHMS GHNOQUIG. HMVEITHET &ev  CHImIG6T6L
QIMIEOOUNEL  QUMDHSHEMSU|D FRIGL UTL6V&ET &L IgHSTL(h&lemet. Q& &Hmew  GGmHleded
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Bemeowimm Gestennenwl CeueNiLBHHEMGI. ¢TesllgnIld, Hemev FepsdHdled wWHLL QuDD QFmLHleLTs
QBHEHGH. S WOHMID QUIIHEMTSTILD FRIGSHTELGHHEL €RETMIL 63T 6R65TM)| @66u0TTHE) (15 S 60T.

&6M6L LMHMID FHWIEL

& &MLHHL &ML WMHMID ATHUID 6R6TTMIL 65T  ep6oTm)  LN6dT6ONL 16360011 H) (15[ S 60T
LoedTenTflenT Syl &emit HsmewHmiGHa b, Saurs afHmau|n CQuUEBsmmWLD WwasafsnL Gui urlue|n
S0 (PEHHW SHENUTEHL LTUGRSSLULLL G LITEOITEHET LD6TEsTenIL  LSLPHS UMgll LML 60&6I
SHlied NpFemILneEs QFweOLL L6l @Qelaumm &HmeL ATHET HEMHMS 2 MISILGSSHID
sGONWTE  Qhsg. UDBTHIM Cureim  B[reoseaNed effjseflsar UsmPL  UMqwl  SaNleng &6l
sreLL(phHeiimenr. Qemeu Gumflerr Qeummleni W&SEMLLD THREHHEF QFBIDET. Q& HTHUID F&H66D
uFlIOMSHL  SHMeL&HETe  LRIGIIML  STLHGEDE. STFMeUS Hmew HSHPFANGET L6601 60T
Qupsnwemwl Qeuelliu®GHHID HapeysaTs Q@hHer. CQeuaNBrl(h SISFHET OHMID  CUTNSISH6T
(peiresilemeounled Hemew MHSHPSHHLLILL GI. QF6or cLpeold p&lest ueoLT (B Gbur® QeuefuulL g
&Sm0 JTEIWL NDIFHGHANGD QLD UPRKUNBHESOMD. Hev UML6L&6eNEL eumisnd, SiHH
Gumesimeney GOINLLILGETDET. Q& Fepss fhgenersmnil CeueliLbSHEMEI. D666 S5r6)
@eLeumned HmeL QUAMTFS QUM (PG| 6T6TGe, &emev WHMID SFHUIL QemL Gl UFeroUl FmijL
BBHHGH. HmeL STH6T QUMM HeneoHMIGHIIGH: SITEH HMLESG W T SeMHSHS. Qeueurmi,
Fhi& SHMVHHOL HmeL THUIL MDLILTGT €(h HRIGLOMHEF CFWIEOLL L G).

&EMEV LOMHMID LGHFEMTL

§h& Qe&HEWMGETNL WFHINGMSESHET WLOMID &Hmew @6 Gl  QBGBRIGW QST
STELUGEMG. (WHSesT, rGwimss, @Qbdlyer GCuTeTm CHUIMRIGELSHS @Qeng WOHMID HL6uTLD
SITULENSSHLILLL &) uflurLeSed Qg,u'_ls).lrf'uaemem;l Gurrrj)guLb LML 6L &6 B6nr & uL_60T
B em6uurS S LILIL (B 6ITerT6nT. Q@oﬂlpn&,&,aﬂw g FLRGHE@L 6T Fadd WLOMID Qeng HEHLPFHG6N
@QLQUDOMET. @&60T CLPVD &ML  GHLONGMSMIL QUVILILGSSID SHaNLTS QBHSE. LS
QILPUMIg60 @emauilett UG GOUNL 555668 QFWIQIGMS LSS Qg LIWETUGSSLILLL §).
B8 &HMVEG WeTBS LRI  UPHRISWG. Sadg & FLWRSGND LITEmE &&Hemen
Sl LILDLIWITSS  Qameuig (hhH(HSHSHEOMD. Q&6 (P &GS HOHSHET W&HSNLLD  Lyeer.
SBLONEENSESHET H6MEL 6UIGEUMDLILINED HTEHELD GJHUGSHHN. 2 6L, LRSI, GNL  SenLOLIL
%QU_ISU)QJ Log,& éleifrmrfh&,@l_cisr QHTLILOLWSTE  Q([HHS(HSSHEVMLD. @G'usurrgu FhISHTeLH H6L
&60160 angum Lng,m @mg&@&,nmg 2AHTOUTE QBHFHE. HMeL LG 2 cijene GQeuefiLGSHIg):;
OGLD HEMELEHSG 2 6TeMMihe HTHHHMS QULPRIEIG).

QuevarseafleiT LMIG LMOMILD P& LMTenel

§MhS QeUE&HWMIGETNL QUeIISHeiler SHemev UMIGaNUY GOUINL 55556518 2 6mengl. eNFeolly
BLEDIS SHMEUEHIHENTSH FePSHSHSL  SlemLIMeMD  QUOMEDT.  UTSHET  QeMFUIL 60T  QeO6ITHGI
SIPRICHEHMRIGENEL URIGCHEMHME]. ClLIISaNET 2 6L, SHORISTIL, nFe| P&Hulenel FhisL
urLev&efled  eifleuns  eMeufl&sLLGEATMET. Q& CUEIIEEHT &HMew 2 0L (UPSHAW  @L LD
QUDMBHSMGS STL(HEHMEG. W 6uTeL GLICTIIGHeM6 Fepd Henmev HE&HeMEIHTS QIBHEH([HHHELMD. Fev
ChImseNeL HEUTHET HEMEVEHTSHATS LHSSIULL6o); &ev Ceusmensefley &Fewd S (HLUTHSsneN
(HTASTEEIL6vT].  ClUGIGeT 2 6wifesbemer  QeuallluBSGID HMev  allgeumideiled  (LpsiTefemev
QUAGHHE. STHEL, FIIPD, HPEFH CuTETD 2 wIfe SHemeT BL6rGHenT cLpeold GeueMiLp s Sleory.
QuetT&H a6 LMIG Hemev eUaTTFHUTNCL L (FLO6L6V; LIGLITL (B SiemLWITeT 2 (heuTésSSHed QbhSHSI.
TGN  Hmew MBS &S  MMISHLEMIL 2 (heuTsH&Her. @Qeitemnmul  UTFOURW B 6o
rysefed QuesGefstl LURIEG QSTLISDG. QFH &h&ESTL WIN6T (HTLIEFHm Qeueiiu®G e HHAME.
6T601GeY, CUETTSHeM6tT Henew LRGN Fhi& QevSHIRISTN6D (LPSHEIL 16| FHOTOTEGLD.

&HEM6V LMHMILD FLPS R(LPSSLD

&Fhi& asrreug,@eu BV FPS R(PS5SHMHS SLEUUESHIID @@ SHaNTS6D @@mg,gu
LIML_60&6T LOHMILD Sad )l su@u_lrres HEOCIEOM(LYSBLD, efiflwd, Hwrsd GLimeaTm LOGILIL| & 61T UpOUOUL L 6or.
edTenTlenT QU(BemD OMID BHeOWIL LSNHG UTHUSG &FONS (LMIME MIILGSHUIG. LD&HS6T
Lo6tTeaTem  LOlWmemg Q&I Geueni(RLD 6T63TM  6TEHUIGIIID  H6MEL QULDILITS 2 (HEUTHSLILILL &|. &TSH6D
LMD GELU 2 me&eT uDMIL UTL L& &epd pMisemer Geuealiu@sdHer. Q& &cpd eumpeied
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QApMiwemmaeamen HleneoBHiMiss 2 FaliF. Hemev BHNEFHHET FeLpHHHL MHMIEHIDMUI 2 (hEUTSHE 6.
ID&SHET EREVMTSHE Falg HMeL [EHSH6]. Q& Fepd Lemeilenl UILILGSHIIG. &ev LML 6LS&ET
QMmN WOHMID HUWITSHMSHEF &GLIQGESTLGHETme. Q& &epsd FIHHSSHHMETe  EhSmeTeniLs
SqUN(HESHSHEVMD.  HML  FEP&HHME LNJHUOIILCHTH, MG 6l UMDGEGLD  FEHHlemILLD
Q&MeTTg (BHGHGI. TGO, FRISSTESHHD HMEV &CPG (LPSEHI (PEHW AMSLNEG QBHSS

UesorLUML_ (B 6ulq.eiluiéy Sy Ul6 (Structural Cultural Analysis)

Fh& QELEHHWMSAND STEILLGLD HSLPSSHIHMeL LS algalluled CHTEIHH I lie]
QEWWDCUTEl, Sime @@ @UWRSMLESLIULL  Fipsd  SobUNaT  uGHUTE  QmEHSS
QzeaMeumdmgl. &mev HeNHsH QFWMUTLTE @6VOMDE, FEPSHSHET LIV FaMIGEHL 6T  Qen6uuhH
SIMWLUIUTE QBHSS. Qeng, BL D, Faddl PHUIME FCHS 2 MESHEMET 2 (HUTHGD FET6IRISETS
Q&FUILLIL_L 60T

umewry, eNyed, &aHsy PHECWMT &epsd SmUND GSOUINLL  LN&semeTr  6U&S g eui).
SlajsHeilerl LURI@G &epd spimisnnenil BleneohimisHId auensuled QhH. Hm60 HHLPE| ST LD&SH6T
R6TMIFa(HD QL LDTS MDHS6T. QH6oT cLpeVd Fepd NemeuurliL] eUVILIGLMMEI. SH6M6L eligelmIGeTed
Beooipd st CHTOTMID  SamdeT e UGITUTL(H  (Wenmsnsenwl  QeuefliLh SIS eTmer.
alfHmal UspHL, Qsulusmsl CUTHMIHD, &TGH6 2 aujeysamnen QeuaMiLBEg G CUTETMEnEL
geps  HLLUSemeT  LNJHUOSGH6TMEST. QenFSHSHONGET, oL, Gl Ly Y SHlilemel
HleteuallLIeL  (symbolism)  STHHHIGEMET QST (hHSHEWT. (WPJ&F AHHEMHMSS GSMEHMS; WML
QeTemmud SGLigSSTLGHDE. Q60T cpeLld &Hmev 6@ QLMAWTSES QFweOLLL G| Usur (b
allgeuled Carmangdled UMTTEHGLGCUTE, HESLNSSHIHMEVSHET FeLpsd LN HSSHITQUSIL SRISLOTS
A (®HSH6T. eneU FoPSHSHMG LNTHUOILLCHTEH, S0 6UIGUMDGGLD FEHEMIIWLD CSTE3ulg. (THH S 6.

FHRISSHTEL &6mev LogUlett Lfewormd euenj&S

EMIGSHTL H&HLDSHHISHMeL ILSET NeiTest] SLOD &FeLpsHHSHed Lflewimn euenj&H Qumment. WML
gy Meteory efsmewor WOHMID 1D SHEN&GTS uenf&FH QUDDE. FadH I QAFHHESFaSHSH LOOHMID
BTLGUUD  BILSWOMS OIMIUIG. BHL6T I UTTSHILIGUISHT SlgSSHeTonsd HembhsgH. aijed
LN  SlemgFeyseT  LN6tTen] QUG EUMSSILULL.  BHL 6T  QeVSHSEIDTS  eueMihHGesr.  LFlLmLeded
srelUBL  Qeng  rY  Meterr] &SIHTLE Qg SO HMHESD  gOHUGSSHILG 66T
sBHULGADE. HHmaNPrsEseiled Hmev KNGS wIY Qetmid QASTLIHMG.  Camuiled
SHmANPTES6N,  26MTOIVMIGET YA FhSSHTL IN6T QFSTLIFHemW  Ceuafiu(hs Gl Hlemment.
S6MEL  AGEIRIGET  HTELLCUTESE  mlermeyld, Seummiesr  Sliqliuenl.  UeUTL (R ChIT&sLD
LMOENeLEMeD. Fepd eemmIienLd, 2 6y Qeuefiunr®, o461ls Qe YHulened QGHTL [IHE 6.
@&60T CLPEILD FRIGSHTEL &HEM6L LOJLG6T SHLOLDIFl6T LGLTL (' SO WITeng &6 B &Mev 3ilq&SeNLDns
S6TIRIG S 6TTM6TT.

FLOSMeLL QUIT(HS LD

Qeiemmul FLOD FePSHSHL HHLPSHHEMELGET (PEHHIUI LUMIG QUHSHGIMET. SJIBTL& Qend,
UTSBILIgUID, QFH(H&FasH GCUTHIM &ML algalhGaL FhIGSHTEL LOFLIGT ML UITETRISET
SMeuoTLILI(H &6dTM60T.

&mev  Fepd  ellfiliyeenel  gOURSHSHID  SHONLUTE  @eTamild  LWeTUREME. &Fepsd
Ny&Henenen, T SHSHHIHET, DG 2 UIESHET YPHIma HmeL eINUITe QeuaNlLG&esTmenr.
UM (B SIMLUWITETHMS UMHSTHS &ML (PEHEW  SHILTS 2 61618 2 0SLDIILDTEEHED
&MeugHeL HLOIPHeT LTTOURW &mew ILEET §6315H L eng Heneoblmisgi&eimer. sevel
LOMID YU HOMEETNL &Fhis @QEVSGEHIIMRIGET (PSEW SMTOTSL  LwlerU(hSSLILH SesTmer.
H&DHHHMe0  OIUSeT UMM SYIMUESNSET QSTLIHG BOLQUOM QIHSESIMET.  FLOSHTEL
CuemL&eafled  &Hmev  QHMACLWIDTSESILLL TEILD, G6oT  CeufseT &Fewpd MM  UeoUm (b
SO WTaHHCCW  QpsHeiimert.  QHeImed  FhSHHTL  HEHNGHHHMEL  OILUSHET  @QetTemmuL
FPSHSHVID QUIT[HSHS (PEDLUISHTE 2_6IT6r60T.

(Plg 6601
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HmaNpnésem  OMID  QUTHE Hmev [P GeT Fepd  Nevewilenll  euevlliL(h S Sleu.
QnF&HSHONGET OMID BHL 6T GG EIRIGET LEGIILTL(H SO WTEMRIGETTS  Slenidhesr. LsorUm_ (b
allgeiiied GCaTamsHed LUMTTSEGCUNTS, FadHHmeuseT Fepd ML SUSHLTUHU FomISHeTs
Qmhser. Qetenmil SO HmeL LOJLUSHAND FRIGHTLHSET HTHHD CFelleunss Sl HmE).
cieIGel, MG  QeusHWIMGET SLOPHET Hmew WOHMID UL (R euFeommMI6T  SligLiLienL
SHMRGETES SHPULL GouenB. @hg o] MNsDSHGHSmesmar Qeaumid QUITLPGHICUTEETS
SIGLELTSI, &FELNG 6UIq UEMLDLINGIT 6MLOWILDTSL LFhSICSTeTen 2 56 HmE).
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