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* Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT
easwaran.k.s@kgcas.com The existence of primordial human societies prior to the emergence of organized

communal social systems constitutes an important area of anthropological and cultural
inquiry. These early societies evolved through diverse cultural practices, among which
worship occupied a central position. Such practices were founded not merely on
experience and rational knowledge but also on systems of belief that shaped collective
consciousness and social organization. These beliefs gradually developed into forms of
divine worship, often centered on the veneration of ancestors and local deities. In their
early manifestations, such religious practices were institutionalized within the
framework of folk or minor deity worship. Within these evolving religious traditions,
the figure of the mother occupied a unique and significant position. Although women
appear to have held an important status in the earliest stages of social development,
subsequent socio-cultural transformations gradually relegated them to a secondary
position. With the advancement of civilization and the consolidation of social
institutions, women became closely associated with clan-based and community-based
ritual practices. Over time, this process contributed to the elevation of the mother figure
into the status of a Mother Goddess or Female Deity, resulting in the formation of
enduring traditions of goddess worship. This study investigates the origins and
evolution of female-centered worship traditions, tracing their development from early
social practices to established religious institutions. It further examines how these
traditions were assimilated into literary discourse and represented within classical
Tamil literature. By analyzing literary references to Mother Goddess and Female Deity
worship, the study explores the cultural, social, and religious dimensions of goddess
traditions and their role in preserving collective memory and social continuity. The
article thus seeks to elucidate the historical emergence, transformation, and literary
representation of Mother Goddess worship, while highlighting its significance in the
socio-cultural evolution of Tamil society.

Keywords: Mother Goddess Worship, Female Deities, Folk Religion, Social Continuity.

W eTEIemY

L6BoTLMLIg W6 Logsnu Bl Q&wense|nd, QFLIpmDWTSEaD Qhha GG G FMhs
puT_ (R  WoDWNGW. Qeaiaufiur@ &me  &HHAUNL QUIHETTSTTONLIEL eT6Tm  LIFULILLLL
FeN&ESHL M WOMID CQUEBLD 6T Q@EHeneLuNed H6iTen6nH HHEUMDSGH BEHIHE CFLHBTME).
Speu1ed QUUANlEY 6TETLG FELPSHL LIGTILIMTLIGUWID Sl SHGHenSHed Qb UMTEGLD QUT(pgl, QFuleuls
NfleNenenr 6T6TLIG FJOLHLUISTS Q6L6ML. ST QST && &ML LELG CHTOLGL eufum
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wem 6aTUCH e Q6D LMMID G FMJHh NeemeNed ueur@ Fmjng Nifleudm Getmemouied
QmHEH HSSH. BISFHED 6im QEHLLIgUNeT N Hed QESHMEUIE HTenD  (Glg SHafeor
QLT (R WemDemwiu|d, QLT (H'S SHeTeneniu|d WwrHOILMWESS CQSTLRISIIG. N6 &medr
@50z  Nfle) goHuhHaImSG. Sme AMQFUieDd, QUEBASWIRID  6TOTID  UMSBHGET
SL&SUUGHTDS. QbHS Sl CUIT(HETET) UGIUTLTS WLIHOUUGEeTDS. M6 (WeTGeormiy
QUILML 6L SI060G (PSS euUflumlenlL. HMIGSHUIQID 616D  UPSHHL LUNHMIONSSLILLL ).
Quwenm  FMiHS PPWD Couf FHerssTear GIhEG CeUaNUTEED SHeTeETET &L RIGIIENEV|LD
2 USLUIDTESELSGT SIL&SHS CeTanL g QUUIMmILD Heorg Ceual ererug eNeflby Heneo eT6oTm
SETMOUTL  HT6T 2 6TenG| 6TOLUGID GOUINLSHH5HSTGWL. QSHHMGIUI FHETENDMUI BHTD  GesTMILD
gremeoGuWImy  LI&HSly, &L GumeEm eUHUTL (B mDseafed UTFSGSLAUTRG  QFaNeurSeTma).
QzmeLGly  IHSH6T cHSTMSUWT uPUT(H 6T6eoTL |  NetTeormeiled eTeueumm Hm QFuleud 6T60TM
QUMSLILMLIgM@G6T abhGG 6T6iTLmS LSS QeusHil &TeHCHTEH UL (h amisd Geousulgul GCHeme
o 6MeNG. &MPEID  CQHMTOLGlG FePS  Si@BeY  eulflum  6T6ILUG  USSUNL 2 (HeULDTS  LMMHMLD
QUMIKTMGI. QMHMLD 6T6TLG Hevrdsmenr @ILLd, Hleod, eufUTL G (Wenm GUTETM HEM6UTSHemS LD
afleu(HeIRTG. @epsnm  MeTermailed  UMFUUSNILILWILTSES6MNEL  ePLPSIG&ESUILGHBTDE).
uUTFLILENWID  6T60TH MMM H(HSSHMLL Slmendg QUHUT(H  (PEOMEMIILD  IHMIULIEDLDSSS.
@uwmmosdlen QHML&&CL HMQSUIaID, CUBLESHUIOID 616D QUGLL (MM  6TETLmMS  BHITLD
LUiSN&S 2 eaés Coucn(. Qésamswl @mGoum (psLILSeNsT STLIGSIIOID TaTUSID LDMISS
PIQUITE RETDTESHSLPHETMS. STUCOSUIOI QUNUTEH 6T6TUS | eTeleuTm) QSTLSHSD QUDMGI. iG60T
UfleooTmOLD  6T6dT60T  6TeOTUEMGW|LD  QeudHW  Freyseailsst  sigliLenLulled @Q&sL(Heny  alenés
WHUGHHDS!

SmIQguwiel eudlur@®

(perGesrmy eupUM(®R 6160TLCSE SHMLLICUTEEHL AMICSHIIDTSGSILULL G QHHMEHU SMICSUIoI
euplur® ereTug QuIDansuled Q@bH Camerm @Q@héds Geausn(Hd. QuiMend euNUTCL.  Li6uTenL L
BMLHSHL QbHG QUHHHMTF FhIGL LUTL6D 6Nl FamM&FQFsTmIeTenet HLd (LN6ITCETTSH6T 6T60TM)
SO W Hmg. QHFM&W Fhe QesSWSSHL el UM Igeamer QUEBHESUIOID 6TarCm
Falujenenen] BHD (LPOTCEITIGET. QDL _SBMLGHHOL alhd USHSH QevsEHUISHeL Henm ‘HMCSGUIILD
1601 QFmeL QL Ld QumMIeTengl. E)&ement

“@pHev&HL 6TGOSSTT eum(p LHlLmEV

Qaeorm BMD HMQFUIeUD CFFGeuTD 6LGeombD” (GCHeuMyLd LM, 5)

Cgeumgll uMLedleL HHHIeysaErF] M CsiaGSHmers FamAmmy. QCH &(hsSHemenGul
@IMOORIS Silq.&H6T H6UTSHEHLD,

“Hedleym| SMIQASIID” (HEHEUIBLLIT. LIT. 59)

steor  aNenG&HLD  HHFlemanm. @Qeual@® SQWINIHE@pD  HMQAsUIUD 66T QFTELEOIEM6UTLI
LweTUG S QhsSeTmeT]. Fhs QeusHiumseailed Hm QA UIaID 616Tm CFTEL  SMEILILIL 6LEM6V.
Qu@bh QFIAILD 6T6ITMD CFTLMEVE HMEWI (WDIGHMGI. QLIHHOS IS SHleneur,

Qaumal® sGHIML QHEALGD SIS S)

2 (HeYL 631 Qéenihgd CHTHMLD GCUITEL,” (SHSLD. 360: 6-7)

61601 SIBHTMM NeTé&sDd HHAHang. QCH Gumsim CQUIBHESUIOID 6T6TM C&FTELEOIEm6TT
GMIBASHTEMS 263 (3-4), LUDOBTHIM 5810, SHGHUWGSTOMILILOL  Sllg. 160 GUITEID  EUFlSHEHLD
&L 1q5QF0 &I, QFUIeUD 6T60Tm) GSMIUILTOEL QU@BGESUIOID 6T601d  GMIUILLUGauSTEL Sm)
QaieId QEHHTELU QUTIHET C&HTeTaUS) ucg&g,ﬂa'n SllgliLemLuied FHwTe @QHSHS6EVMD. QLesTmed Fm
61601 eUMSLILTEH (LP6TGerT] @evSHILDTE FhG QeuSHEIIGHH QLN 6TEOTLMSWID NNEUTTHS
gD CoHres Geueu(hd. HMICOSUIQIRIGET 6T6TLG &S FHhiGeH N@HLLLTET QUNLTL 1qDH&TS
o (HUTHGEWSTGSLD. SMICASUIOID 6TeoTLmSG BOG (PTGEITT  UPUTLTS  gHmIS  CSTeTanemD
6T6OTLIMG FeLp&L Ledterssiiuiled LIMTSHS Geuesor(hLd.

SMIQFUIe auHIUMLIq60T CHTHM(LLD euaTHFSU LD

LIl Fepsd  AhHesses QFTLmSW Curg laujseflst b amerGum_LGHed UmLeD
NETTSSET 6T(LPHS6. SSSHMSWI ETTSESE@pSG CUTGleUTsT allenL Wing QuINensd eupiur® @omHS S

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 36-40 | 37
IOR
Q{ESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 K. Easwaran/ 2026

@81Geu Qgllen eulflumiger CHTHMLD 6TeoTMI JHMISQSTeTaTeLMLD. edTearmefled @emeu (petTCemj B8
gOMOULL & 2GSHSTS  FOWL  LF06T  SMyeuons HmQSUIeIDd 6 WLIOMD  QUDHDS!.
sTGaUsTeT  SMIGSUIE euUfUML 1657 6uFeOMM], LOMHSFET CUTOMDITS 2 616N 6TITLEMGU|LD [BMTLD
umyss  Geueoi(Bd.  gQisomesfied  @eueuplUMGL.  BOG  (P6ITGEITT  eUALUMLMEGLD. SRS
(WerGermempg sment  QFUiaITsl  urteldgd alpul G eu@bGAsaimer). Geeglulal  eugeormmleneo
MOUSHIGHTET  JeUf&HeMetT LTafBld 618 TRIAMHE QUHSE] TaTUSmeTD DWW (PIgHMSI.
‘uflur@  welgamimLil 5 2 aujallsdd QEHHGID GOM 2 aujalldd QUEHHID 2 auLTH
QBLUUSTES GamULGHDSG! (H.o.NTHORIGLD, HMELEHETEHFIID, QFM.1, L. 451) QUHILTE 6T6TLS)
Fep&5H5EL  uMPHIDm  WEBMmET  YOHMILLUGSFD ABOUILEESD el QFUAMG 6T6TLG)
QurGaumen &HHSTGSWD. @HHM&W QUHLTL(H LPODSETTELSHT6 LD6NGH60T LIG@GEULILIL LTS 6T60TLIGILD
DEMBUILD.  STLLMMHDSSHMHG goHU  Shsefsr euplurL@  (pempuilemet  Weslger  IMHM
QUBSHHSHADMET.  @QFHemeLFMeT  Qeoimereld  Qemenl  FUPSHMLGHeTBD — @eUULPILITL 1q.6m6515
QaTLISWmsl  ULGaIm  SmeL(WmMD  SMEQU|D SMIULTE Fr&HOG Qs TLITSL  Nestumm
6)(IH &\60TM6TTIT.

Queser Qgula eupluT(h CQBTL&H&LD

AU 15 0 QhHE 35 JUID PINEHEFEG  (per  Quety  Qguieud  euplumr(
Comerdul(péHeomd  6Teoim)  eugOmTHM  YUleuMEiHem  FamiHleimeny. @Q@UI@ID S
(CHAUTHT/QUMETIS HL_6eTdHedlest FHMI) 6T6oTm GG QFUIQID STt (PHL LTI CIFUIQID  6T6oTm)
N&Causld samBTDG. QHS AHH eTevTLOIET OTNEUSTVAITEI, SYITWIMON, LA, &eUeQL M, Falgi, LS,
SIeMT,  eu@mewm, WNGSHT, &F&OT,  GHlwer, eoNegay & 12 PHSWISeNler SHM  6TeTm)
SapULGHeTmmeT. Qasmmmensy LNphSlweuet. GMEHWD Wedsneowld HfHS Heod ST LMV
umenew HevHOHUIQID e QBTHMENEI. Y6UMeL LIMeneV&HS (WHHW Heowomer GMIEhF, (LPELEME,
L@ GHHD, CBUWIGL Cumetn Hevm&eT 2 (heumssHn QUOMGBHHET. QbHleLmGeNT &L 66T&HeNTS
QI@beves, l(HLOmeL, QnSlyenr CUTETCOMISHET &L ULGEHTONISHeT. Qealujsailenr Hmil HHH e6m)
FaOULUGHOIDE. QH6T SlqLiLemnLuNed HS st6mLUGaT (PSH6TTeMLD Gl CGUIeUD 6T60TMD H([HSH S
Hemevs@ eaugeormd. Qsm@& NeoTund QHTELSTUNLID Hhss e GOeL 2 6omalhd CHTMHMeNe 6T6TM)
FMIHmg. Qeumm QsUIaIDTE QHTOLSTUNLT Fam&eTom]. Q&C&THmenelsml LIemLPGITET 6T6iTm)
Gouml QUUITSET CLPEVLD SIMLPSHSLILI(H ST 6.

LORIGMLS Falgll GlgHenev HmHhs
Qammmenel Hleneow|d H&SSHlemesuill UnGest ( Q&me0,CUm(her. 62)

Meory STUNWIRIGNET QUL Hevoewurd eUNILTE 6T6TLIG LIJEUELTSHSHD CQUMIKTME. @FHemeud
QHMLihH& &ewpsteuaiuiled Quenr eulfiur® FMjhg UMjeme 6T6TUg QeHHneETs 2 ulj Héseuer,
SOUEUMIGHTE 2 Uy  BHHeuet, GBLUSHMSTE 2ulj HHHeuer 1M  ULlquied  Hers
QFMLRIGHOTDG. UHHOMS QU QFUIaIDd o (haurssd BLbHCHOWG. @He SibeT euplumy
eT6tTLG|  eumpeluled Fmyhlemeouiled (P&HWGFIQID ML KTmG. QeveurmraGear QU6  QFUlalDd
FMHS eUFeOmOHm QST &S HSLPHTME).

Quevor QGLUIEU UM ST

SO LGGTLIML 1quied  HlemevliLig G Q& UIQID &F&&, CFALL WOMID UTHSTLL  6T60TM
slenLwmenl  NeTyeuHHed  euamsLILGHTmesT. QDWPMMMUI  JHiqLUDL WSS Qomen(y 26
Qguieud, Qurg QgD Qe Qguieud, GeoGguwiad, el @ Qguieud, usHdell QFUiauD, &Teued
QgllaID, 6T6LEMEL QFUIAID 6T6ITM LIV Hlemev&ailed LMI&HSLILGETD6T. QBLNDID @QOUTSH6T SILDLOEST
1601 QUL  QUIITTEL  UMPSSLLGHTMeT]. QHHm&HUI  QFUIIRIGET QUTHOITS 2a1([h&HG
@&SGUUDL, B Henev wHMID &TH CumsTmeuMamD QEHUINL LTSS Q&M QUISHsUILIEG S 6TmEI).
A&CHTONLSHEHSHEG (LPEMMUITETT HMLOLIL, Hemev allgeuUGLOm @QeLemev. HMBTELEHHEL R6TT B ITETLD
cT6tTLg QUEHE UG  HemeouNled @Q&HFHMGIW QHLIMMSERSHES CoTuNed &eamew allgli] HSHES
QaMLMI&S L g 6TaTUmSUILD S(hSHSHeL Qsmeren Geucur(hLb.

QacualevsHuImSHaned smil Qguiel auplur 26 (HeaI6.

QacuaNevsHwmsaied Cuen Qgulen euplur® GOUUTSE Gumjé  SLeemmear  C&THMne
QUAUT(R  (PSETEOLWLITEISHTSE Q@HHSSH. STOLCUTEHOD &6, Biblamevsedr &mjhs Sm Qslle
QUM (LT QU6 m &0hGH QEEHHSH. SMi apurLG WD QUINm&SmII  CU6TITHIEGS6L,
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afjioged SmLbe CQuemssT euflum® T6m  CQFaNLGAIIRIGEMND QU &ThHS CHUICIMISET
oar(h(H e @@Eg,gﬂ SMIEuIDd  QEISG (D  FCLPSHSSH6oT Qg,rr|_56> smeold QT (H Q&@mmuﬂm
SIEMLITOTOTSELD 66 emLDUT 6T @@uﬁl_rr&,suu) QuestT  SHHLLL L FTeL  QL6sor mmm@gg&@m
QUALIML IgHGSD 2 flieueT eomem Qene FMjhe GOILLSET Qev&HEIMISET6D rmend

‘@QaMTHmEnel miar (H(h W HSTHMILILIENL )
“@MIG USHLD STEIDed GFLa]” (SISBHTIMI)
“Qammhmeney CHMeLD Q&MEGIGL M Gustor (UIFlUML6D)

FRISHTLHHL @QHHMEUW CGUIURIGET 2aM] QFUIIDTHED GHVEGIUDTSHED D& 660
QoL eumpeled eap@mell Ceoucherh @QEHHeT 6TTUSHMET ANUTTHS FEPSRIGET GChHITSHS
Geueuni(hLD.

Sl QL6 2 (HeUuTHSHLD @evSHSHIWL LITFeneuuilsv

uphHSOIPT WwHMID HhG swQeual BI&EfE &HTELHEHD eUaTEHOUID /SHHOMISED LDHMILD
Quipemaullest 2 MUGHS Smenem MOWILTES QT GCHTeTOI  QUHILMLTEGWD. QLGS 6rT
2 (haumss MHeneouiled MaIsH SIGTIF 2 (HhaTHs F&HF UL GFHedem 6o &SBEH eulfur@p
HapheeH. SJASHMSW  UNUTEH SN 6060 W  FMihg CUTHETHeT C&TaEu(h Aol
o (heUMIGET UL G eufur®G BLGHen). Q&Ga NHsrwshHed @esHwteuafuicd Hifly goul @
Qarmmeney, #64 WOHMID LLCaIM QFUIIRISTSI LFl6UITD eUeMj&FH AMLhHHE. Q&Henen GQFeve,
SbUl, @M, BOHMM, Fermmer Gumerm CFTH&T LeoliL(hSGIFeTmen. LIPHSLOLDT eUMDOTIUIEL 6T6TLS)
QesGpeNled QFMLRIGHMG. Q6T HMELELD 6T6TLG] (P (PmLWITES Ques FmhGs HmEleTmet.
Qeaunseaflest QaMHL pemM CouaTTEIENIDMILI Sl LILMLUITES C&HTEIEH MGG, QSeyID
QuesmraGer  (WpGetTemd  QUDMI  HePHGer]. @QFFcps  aumpelwiCe Ml aIfl  FPSHLONS
UMISSLUUGEHME. 2 1p6ld QTN QST S565560 CUENSGeT (PSHHWIL URIG 6T(HHSH6] 660
ovg)u'_lsnrrmj MEHEOMELISH  FoMH6TTOITI. @ésaarra)em'_l_g,g,]sb QueTTTemeToT  CIGHUIAILDTS  CUETIRISI6UT]  6T6oTM)
5.6, &henGT FamHTmny. Q&Famm ST CFliel G)JI‘@LIHI_LQ.GUT QBML&&LOMSL LUTTSSLILIG S 6TDGI.
NetTy &S6aMstT QUHSSLD, 2 6u0T6Y &mug,gl QUSSD, &MLBML  QUIHSHSD, W Ceuetorly,
CrmiseNedl(hhg STHHL GCUTETD STIEIMIGET SlglUenL ulled SMUGSUWIO elflurh CHmerMuig)
6T60TM) gylleumeny CHM.UILEIGUET FGamFeTON]. &hs QeusHuUnsealled MGG QUfLUTE 6T6TLS)
sMheeMed QHML&HID QUOHMIETETS 661N UTTES (PIQHTDG. @QFHM6T ASHTOIMM LITL6L
FaMIF6ITMG|.

"PmIG USLD

&MLl QFELEN (66060 Cl6L6TIIS 6T

&H &ML GCauhlend Q&L LD

61601 UML6L eNen&@GHm&l. OHMID ST QU QINESHSHMS

“6U6MBV, 6UELIHG6OT6OT CILIGHTEOTILNET LD (Ih MRISHI6L

SN NeTCo” (QUTBBITHMILILIEHL )

61601 QUITBBITOMILILNL. FamIFH6TDG. N6 SMLIq60 2 efen QHUINGMS STL(H CHTMHM
61601 HE0IHCHTNS FamIKOTNGI. HlTSMSES U QFLISHME GSMHASTOSUID &L (HETMS).

‘LI ms SIG&5 aljed Qs &e0&S

SLGILD LL6UITLD 6m&HHITEL WITEUMD” (GMILD)

g6 cpeold QuUETTOFWIO! euflum(y 2 eTemmeng QeVSHIIMIGET LeoLILI(hE SIS 6TmenT.

F(WP&LQeuaNuNed Ml QFUIeuS G&TETLOLD

Qeemmul FesET) UM (R wHHeL FHMUCSUIAIDTETS, WLIWHIL. UTpaNuIdled QwhH
Nfl&s Quieons eeTMensTeuTsl LUTTSSULGEHTDS. Q&HHMEU HMLASIIRIGSST QLD FMJhHEILD
QmA FMiHGID Seemer allfley LEGSHWeTenes. QLD FMiHG UMIEGLD QUITLRG SIEME EUTLDENUIED
&Mjhg SNeSeimert. QLN FTihg UTTSGSLD QUIT(LRS H6meU LT &SSH6ienn QUM HM&6Tme.
Qeuali(p  cuMSMWEMILISG  FMedolg  @eTm  @erd  EMIHG = QHCHUURISHT  HSLOTS
W erQenT(h&HSLIL(RH6ITMeT. 261l IqUNL SHGHD  UDHTD UGST @6oId FMJHS LD&SET  GhiGea 6o
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SMUASWIOIDTE C&HCHUI Sibener HHHWD  aufluBHeoiment]. Sicwenl  ombleonmer GCarenmaied
US6US) SIDLO6T eUNLTED SHUWIGSUIE euUfLMLI1q.60T QGTETOONS UMTSHSLILGHHTMS. LSS SILDLO6HT
(T60TLG  Hewuiewidl  euflumL s Heo QL Mseled Q&THMemel QIAUTLTE & @L hisHafgbd
UTISSLUUGHETDSE. Q6iTemml  FeLpsDETT  Heneoulled e g &S CLILD @& Hm&IL
MU eflur® eetug WGa D WNearummi UL(h eumEeaimer. Q&semenouiled Y ELPTESHS
QULAIUM(R WHMID D6 eUNLTEG CUTETHEUMEMM BITD &L 19.65 SHTL_L6VMLD.

(WPIg.64600]

Qeurdamy WOHMID QFUWIQIDET) LGTUT(ER 6T6TLG ML CeuaNulled FeLpsid, eULPaLIed 16T
Quan® HaHHeL HhGHMET H&HJHHEF QFLKMET. QHHMGII &6 6T6oTLH HmI, Qup ((LpeTGeormiy,
MNearGerrmy) 6T60Tm)  Geotement  elfley LESHHE QFeLAIMET. QevsHWQaaNUND  QUIBHESUICIMIGET
LG &LligsSTELOUlL Heneo, K6y eumpeluiedlsd &m, QuEBd 6T6i1m QEHOU@GBLD  LNFleyser
Bmuems  smemi(pig&ermer.  @uUiNfleysefled  Quetmemihg eulflum (B  wHwedled 6L LS
WsHwGHemend QUOM HspHearmer. Qe HH QsWald AHH eamId 6T C&HTHMEME,
S0, SIDLD6HT 6Tear Lev Hlemeudeiled Fmisemenr eNfleyuGHHE QFTeLEsTMeT. GG  EFMIHS
alflur®@ @esSHuwmseafied CuTy QA UIQIDLTSEID SHTUICSHUIAIDTSOD LS6| CQFUILIILL (H6TaTeng LD,
aumpeluwiedled  SMUASUWIIRGHT QUMD  WSHWSHIUSMSUID, UMM  &6TENLOSEH&ECHMLI
NA&SLIUL(B6TEN 6UMEEMDSEMETILILD STLAGUIOID FMIHS FePSHLauails QGHTHTOMRISGMETUD Sl S&Ll
QuOMS Hreuseiler SiqliLemLuiled SmMUGFUI euflurT@L &Feps BLAWD- CFeuaNLSHUIMISn6r
(WP6iTemeuG G| 6T6TenID GemevLifeomssr &L (Hen] eNens@G&HTmE.
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