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The Cultural Traditions of the Kurinji Landscape in Ancient Tamil Life
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Kathiramsk1999@gmail.com Kurinji is one of the five ecological landscapes (thinai) classified by the ancient Tamils

and occupies a significant place in Sangam literary traditions. Characterized by
mountains, forests, and hilly terrains, the Kurinji region represented a distinct
geographical and cultural environment. Sangam literary sources reveal that the people
inhabiting the Kurinji landscape exhibited social and cultural characteristics that
differed considerably from those of other ecological regions. The inhabitants of the
Kurinji region led largely self-sufficient lives, adapting to the challenges posed by their
mountainous environment. Their way of life was shaped not only by economic self-
reliance but also by deeply rooted cultural practices, customs, and traditions. From
birth to death, the people of the Kurinji landscape followed distinctive cultural patterns
and social practices that governed various stages of the human life cycle. Despite the
difficulties associated with living in forests, mountains, and valleys, they successfully
developed sustainable modes of existence suited to their natural surroundings. The
Kurinji people established a unique cultural identity through their customs, beliefs,
rituals, and social institutions. Many of these cultural practices have been preserved
and transmitted across generations, reflecting the continuity and resilience of their
traditional way of life. Their close relationship with nature profoundly influenced their
worldview, social organization, and cultural expressions. This study aims to examine
the cultural traditions and lifestyle practices of the Kurinji people as reflected in ancient
Tamil literature. By analyzing the customs, values, and social practices associated with
the Kurinji landscape, the article seeks to provide a deeper understanding of the
cultural heritage and ecological consciousness of the ancient Tamils.

Keywords: Kurinji Landscape, Sangam Literature, Ancient Tamils, Cultural Traditions.

(Lo 6ot emI6miy

GME&H 6T6oTUG UL UG SHLOPSSHSHL LIPHSLOPTHEMTEL LGSHH 6MeUSSILLL.  RHG
H605 Hl6M6ETTISHAMNEL  REIMMGLD. LDEMEVU|LD DML &FMIHE G (LPLOME 6UENTRIGET Hemmbs LGSHWITS
STLAWeN&GD. RhH Hamausaisd GNEpH Hesled eumpnHs W&HSET M HeolLGHUNL auMDPHS
&SNS ST Iqed LIMULG STOILLULL 6] 6T6TLUmSE Fhid QeUSHILMIGET 6l  SIMIUIGOMLD.
GMEH HevgHed eumphHS &S SHHEMIY (WPemmuiled eumphHeg L Hblerd ueUThHL LSS
QINGSHRIGET FMIHGID 6UTPHS eubGleene]. GMEhH Hev &S GG eumpeiled GMEISHTeror_
ustiuT(h&eT GMSH&H WIMUUCH QhE S (henyullest CHITHHLONSG MLOEME).

GMEpH Hlev Gauermevor QGHMLHIEL

G&MEE MHevHH WESEEHG LWeneouTled QUINMSUITET QUTHL&6T WHMID Geul6mLulmg.ul
QUTBL ST GMMEUTSL LGNS S(HEUSTED LO&GEHET &6tfl, &M, Sengsemen 2 6aGUTTTES QLOeLEL

18R Int. Res. J. Tamil, 47-50 | 47
\P;RESS


mailto:Kathiramsk1999@gmail.com

Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 M. Kathiravan/ 2026

Quevev w6y GMNEH Mg QUTHILESHET CHTMY, CBL, Hemew, Qeunenm LWl Heod
@eveurrg GUTE, LOGWID &P FHH6M LIRGMET Gl ly HevsHms UGG UBSHH L CHmem,
QmeL, QeuafMI&E(HE&. QEhs, EHFET, LHNG, 6UMI 6T6TM LD FMesililimisGener LWL G eumLpbHS 6oty
6TEOTLIEN G,

‘GMIk &HTH CHTOT QBHMRISTEL gulei

M6 QeUGITRTITELQELTHIL 60 Q& M6y Hlg

@€p& EhF6T mUMIGM LNDEYLD”. - (IDGHIMTSHSTERF 287 -289)

@uumLed eweold Mol urGUTEH  STLHHGCLCW  GMIEhE Hev L&SHET  CeuenmesuTemLD
CLMQGTEIIIL 63T 6T6TLIG| GG eNeUTHMG|.

GBS Hlev5FIs GlgLos 6

G&MEpE HeolQUTE WSEHTHI GSDeUTHET SHemersHmenmed GCeuullul L HMmIGlgeL&afleyilbd,
Lebeumed GauwllUL L. Glge0&efleild, Fr&med Galllhs Glg60&6MNeID QUTLDIHS6DIT. 6T60TLIS 60601

“@mal Caulbhsd GMISTH G’ ( GMEpd ur(h - 153)

“‘UeLGaull GTemLs GlqQFSmmID” ( UmLd -120 -13)

6T60TH  UML6L  euflsenmed Sl (WPR&HDG. WWemeouNled euUMPLD  eNRISTHRIGET 2 eTGear
HoWWTE eelhE GCoMfssa® CUTEIm GlaeL&ailsd aUMDHG6T]. ShGaNLLD HL 555 Falqll
QUTBLHMETS QSBTEIGCL. HRHIGET GHlGe0HMET JMDGGHIS CSHTEIL0G UM (PIGHMGI.

GMIEH& Hl6v euaTLD

D6meL &MHS GMIEhE Hevlnrerg Lealemns Hleomisealled e6Tm SGLD. QbHHlevdmerd QuinHems
QUETLDITET LDEMEL 66D, B euend &S UGS WG QRiGeTer. emeoulled HHEHLMeT HMIUI6UMS
LOJUMSBHET  STewilL(BeuGIL 60T  LLGCQIM  CLPEOleMS  QUEMRIGET  WDOHMID  &H6lD  QUETRIGET
HeoOHS G &HeTmer. Qg esme,

Qu@m WweneLE HevlbiNer Ceul L b CuUTHW, Q&M ML HLDLNET, 66D eIl6D, SHITEBTELET

QUTG CQFHTem6L Wimemest Clalesar CHETER CHTE(h, [SISHTHMM| 282]

QemenT ASHTHMOM LML euflsem GSOUNGHDG. Coaibd, QUi el LGSuied
Geoul_(heu6tt ep(meuett B eNeMmGd emevd &mredlsst CUTG QUL WITEHETEMIIS QSTEHIM 65T
She CQ&mewi(h Cumerene Cameng Glelllq 61(hHSHTeT 6T6iiLmS @LILITL 6D CLPEVLD  IMI6UGIL 60T
G&MErE HlevsHetT 66T Slemest enLOWILILI(HSHIHME).

GMEHA Hlev LO&G6T 2 6uTey LissorLIT(H

LDEMELGHEMETH SHRIGETEH QUL LTSS Q&TENE UTPSSalqUl GMEHSH FCHS &S 2 61165
GCoemeu  e16oTLg  QUAGID, HHEHEOMEIFID Fal . QEIHIOMD, FHOMUINICHEFSHOD QUMPEFalq Ll
D&&EFSHE JBMUGH  CHMEUCIHTDTEL &Fheng CPVD  JLQAUTHET HenLGHON(HLD. Y606,
LD6MELGHEMNEL QUMIPLD LD&SET FhiGaflesr 2 cuiald CHemeausnil aNumGaHemer Geall L wimqud, Sm
slenened efleugmud Gupesman@Gd Hanpe| QFWg Qsmar&simer). &GN QaTEGWHE Feps e
SIOLIWITEMONSL  LATHSIHILH6m6erd  Fameomd. GeulemLwimgll  eNevhmss STD L (HLD
2 _GUUTERIMLOED, SRS &HOMSHTTSASELMD CHTHEHGH 2 6u(h LAPHS QEGWE FPSHSSeo
2 §GL0MES CQSMEUILMLEUMD. &R Q&AWL ((PeaGIDd @EQ&WSH uTHGHIUL (K BTG HMEI.
LDEMELEFFMIEOIL  HITEUTEUGH  SIDLITEL 6TUIG Q&TeOIM  (Lpemend Lstis  SMIen, ieUesTg C&Mg &8,
SIPRICEHT(H SNeuTeHeT aum(pd HMIGLKS Gmal] GEULURSESGL LENHSaNSHS 6] 6T6TLS M6 S

"SITEOTEL60T 6TUIS (LD 6IT6YLDIT6T

QeMPRIGOD GCHD SHLOLD

&GHIULN6T Q&M&8, HeamhCeTH

SMHG6N D MGG UGSGLD" (HM.85)
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BOMIEHEIILILTL 60 ULl SIMIILPIGHME).

GMEHH MHlev &sefler g 6mL LesorLIT(H

@@ WeaNgellel DLIWTMSMSUID 2 Wfemeuu|ld SMRH HOUGH  emL CIETMTEL
DmBUNLEMEL.  SleueumsUNeL  LPHSLODTSHET g HGSHEG gmmmy  GuTeL  Sleurel]
HeoliuGHUNEL HML &S Falgll CUTIHLSMET MeUSHH DL 2 (HUTEH 2 (h5HE C&TeTHeTme6ut).
Slsueumsued GMNEpE Hlev Hmevall FabhHeID HIGIHITEOMEHL WD, 2 L LDITN6ST  LN6dT60TLD (LD 63TEHILD
QurphSHujeter emevaluilest CHTOHMLD, QaTCLOSD &LPHS LOUND GCUTLEUSTUNDHOMEITS. 6T6OTLIS M6,

“[HI6VOT [HT6L Q& QUITBHS6sterr, Geumiedr

@6 Wwenlp &LphG L ulled GUIme,

auetni(h ULl LT, 63T 60 Caullhgl (SIS -198)

AQuurL_ed GME& MHevd Hemeval LGHSHUITDL 6o CIDELEOIL [Hl6ToTerNUl [HITLMEML i6uuNhHS
&6 UNeL GuTeLs ML HILENGHSHTEL 6T6iTLIMS QNEMTSHGHMGI.

euflum_(p Loy

GMNEpEH Jemewiaumd WEHMTHW STOTEGSMAITHET '(PIHG' 6T@MID  LDMELGHCIHUINIGHMS
QUL 6. @&QFUINGMS "(WD@HSemes  CHFUGCWITeT  eTeor  QFHTLSTLNLT  GOIINL (ReTermmiy.
@s50salDd WsaD GCesTUD &S UWSHMEG 2 6WILTHS IalqUleueT elarah; @Q&65U1618 56
GCemugems wenlp QUILWIF QFUISED ufl FThHHIMLIIEF QFUILIEOTD 6T60TdH GMeUT&H6T HLdLT6ON).
SLHOVML GMAIT&HT G &OHMSCHT(H MmeLCLELCIFTM LS Q&T(HSHS eubUTE Q& 6T6iTLmMS,

"GIT63T6L60T
SIRICSTEH BT DML, QUMET C&HTENTS 6T6uTh
&L6)6IT 6pMI@ 6U6m GLIGHUILOMI" (1BD.165)

WP@H&6T SL 6T WOMID Fhis &ML SLeel WGHS CoHTUSHIL 6T Q@HHeng BHOM6n6HIL
umL6d eulfl Sl (WigHMG. QHUIISHMHGL LML I LML SH0G 2 6L QFUIISHGMMLD 6(HLD
61601 BLDLN6OT. 2a(HEHG6T HIDLPUD QLSS0 QHSEGLD FHEU6HiSH HMMUNGL 6UEHE LIHLOWILDTSH6L
SL6Y6T HRIGLD 61601 HLOLN6TIT. @& 6m60T,

6TLD 2a1] eUMUIlEL 2 6501 HIMMS HeOL Gl

SLAET (LG OIHG, 2 L 60T 2 6mM LIPS (HH.83)

6T60TLIEMS HHMIENEWIL LieoLILI(hSSHIHME).

seney HeneoLium(
Qphev &S Sam6| HeneoUNmeVm (&S SHETELOU|L 6T CLITNEETSHSET]. 6T6ITLIDS,
“2_6outeon) B eN&&H6TTT6OT 6T6aTGMEIIT, I6T6METIILILD
SeiteneniLl UL SiNSH ey, mm) eTemenens

S6NL& SEUIeunlTed Q&meLEUTET CUTEL CBHITESH, HENS Fal L LDQAFUISTET, & SHeT6eU6dT LOS60T!”
(&60] - 51)

QuurL_edled  Femevall Hm  GLRHOSWTSE QUEGL CurdH  HMeLAET  Gemeveailenul
alemenuM_(H& HeUTLONS F6ourlq.60TM6dT. Hen6VE LI(HEUSTLSHEHD &ENEVEUET FHEnELEINII ST @LEVLD
Colq euhg o cmemid B CHE85 Hemevallulenr HmML P QuTsiTeTTed QEbUL L QFbLNeL By
WaIHhG CQ&T(HSHS eum eTermmel. HUCUTH WMT@HD STEUIMOEN HmeLalulls &MUl eVl LIMHM
aftieim Fadsell Hemeoaluiler &Ml 6lg 6UJ FHENELEUET NGHETENT 6T60TM) FLOMTENSSH &ENeVEUILD
SMELAIUD SHEIHATTL MFMS GoMplulled CUAG QameLen] QHS HHDE| FHemevalsi, Heneve
&ereY HeneoLiLmenL 2 6wIj&HSHISMGI.
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(Dlg & en]

UeiTenL_WS  SLOPTSHeMTEL aUmSLUILGSSLUIUL L RhH Hanauiseiled GMepdH Hemewr MM
Sememisailed QpheH CoumulL Gl ¢gQeumesiled Hevdemgl UIL(HSHH Ceouenmeimenid  CFUIS6D,
GalleLwmauwl QUTGLSmeS Shisalsl QardGWaln®@ UREHEGS0, Qgiel eulflur®, seare|, S
QIMP&EMS, HOMFFTIHMGL CLAMESHTHHL 6T60TM) D&HSaTE UTNOND SlMeTGGHIGLD Lssorun(y FMibHgl
Aerupdl  eubgenr]. ULHSLOWTST Smhe Heneoulled vetoUTL (B  e(POIWKISEDET 60 SUIT6TITL 63T
(T60TLIENGS Fhis QeVSHILIMIGET eUIITe MNHG QsTeTer (LPgHMmE).
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