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Ircerippu (Protective Seclusion) in the Friend's Songs in Sangam
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Sangam literary poems constitute a rich repository that records the lifestyle, culture,

Received : 26-05-2020 customs, and ethical practices of ancient Tamil society. Among the various characters
Accepted : 05-09-2020 portrayed in these works, the thozhi (female companion) occupies an indispensable
position. She plays a significant role throughout the stages of love, from clandestine

m premarital relationships (kalavu) to married life (karpu). As one of the foremost

characters in Akam literature, the companion serves as a trusted support to both the
Ghasltor hero and heroine. She understands the heroine's secret love and guides it toward a
updates socially accepted marital union. The companion's role is particularly crucial in

transitional situations such as varaivu kadaathal (arranging marriage), araththodu
nitral (adherence to virtue), and udanpokku (elopement or union), where her
involvement is indispensable. This article examines the references and representations
of ircerippu (protective seclusion or confinement imposed upon young women) found
in the poems voiced by the companion in Sangam literature.
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ST DI

§h& @QeSAUIL UML6L&ET MhgJHefler eumpaiuied QpMiGsneru|bd, uUeum(,
L& &AL S SMBIGHEM NI LD QBTG S35 &(H &6 (I Q&TGLUY QUL L &LOM@GLD.
slaualevsSllmisailed QL IbCUMHM WIHGTHaNL CHTA @ETMILIEHDIITHEIET. &HET6)| QITLNE)
pFHeL  HML  eumpe] elemy  QUEBLUREG eufllualer.  isGdHlenenr  LOMHETHereL
(LD S6ITEMLDILITEITEUET.  HEMVEUEHT  HMeLNHG CLBHGHIMTNITHED  Hemevallulest  &erey
QUMDSMSMIL  SIMHGH G SDOL  QUMTDEMEHGS C&HTEI(H  CFeLLGT.  lmIey
SLITYGH, SMHCHTH HOMEL, 2 LTCUTHEG HpHW  SGBLLLPMETSHOTES  SEDLOU|LD
gleomulled  GCHmMHuNesr  UREG  SANTESUIULTS  ROIDTGL.  HHm&WL  CHTLH
FaOHMILIUML60&aNeL QMCFMNILL uSeyser GMEH Qs (henruiled SHmeEuGLITLD.

FhHis Qev&H&lGHlev CamLH

GCamfl emId CFTELELML ML QrmudCurg “CHmensor, GHmerdl eTeotLeT  (LPEOHMGLL
Gamperr, Gamfl eteorm  Hflberr. 2 MIUNGT QUILTTED  D&HS6T  (WPemMUCLILT  QUMISH6D
SOIPQAWLMHUNL 2 6. &edor  CUTEITMEI]  Hewlede, GHemev  GUITEITMEUEHT  &H6MEVE6HT.
@Qeueurm GCamerr eteorm 2 MILNeST QuWITTEL CHMLpesT, CHMP eT601m CUWITSH6T CHmestmleor
CHeuGHWe. SO eugeomml. L. 75) 6T61M CHOUCHUIET H6rTGHIMITEOL GMILILI(H & TMEDIIY.
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QameLsTUIIWT 75 &LPeL&eMed GHMH Famm HHWSHHUSTE GOUNGHEON]. &Fhidh
QevssgdHed @LbCuDmieTen G  Fammiest el &Hemsuiled  MEhIsHaNenL Gl
LeLBLOMEST H(HHHIH6T HevOTU|6ITET6n. “6).&LLOTENGSEUT 842 eT6aTMID, LMHLY Quflul
SHLILIET - 785 LML GL&6IT 6T60TMILD, FF.CHT.LUMGrVSIHTNV 785 LITL6L&6NT 6T60IMILD @QI&SHleord -
780" eT6OTMILD GMLINH SH6BTM6TI].

@nasmiiy

FhS QeVSHEIWGH FHenmeveusmsnl GOUNLHHL FHHGHGLD FHemevealenw! Hev FLOWILD
Sieviflest HMIeIoms el lged SRAUNBSGSLIM S, FHeng WLMHMID SLOJ HTeUedL CQFIIIS)
@mAsMILIL sTeaIL(HLD. @FHement CGHTeLSTLILNWIIY, ‘GO SO &MHG &M  LO(HRSID
steorm  GOIUNEG &6 QHement  CeuaflUmL WG STanbCUTEH I &G (WPemnmGLITEL
ComearmID. QLeomeL, @& HemevealeT GFTLIHE GOWILGHHL FHmevalenil &hdHsSmev
&ame)|  aImpaled GCallamaLsMaiL  HmealmIGE almfe| GMéS ShHmeT QIO
Cur@LD. eT6aGel, HMELAUMIGHES QFNDHHMeN (IPUSGNES QMOFOIIY UMLEL&6T  CL(BLD
SIS Q) ([HSHME).

@MmAgMiLY UTLeL&afleL FammIsH@GRGWTY

GCamfl wHmid Fmevall @QHAFNULS SammSGSOCWITT “Heneveal g,rrafr
SMLbHE Qe demensd  CHMOAUWILLD  USTHEH CETeTaUCH COBEFHHLID  Famibd

BemeouNguid  Hemevalgamm) [_B]&;%?Ln [l Yinle) @gm@g,rrm&,u_‘ﬂa) 305, 306, 401 &
LUTL60&emen  &Fmeiim) USJeOMD. GCHMHUNGT FaMMOMT6US) g,sma)snasﬂl_m Crig wirsGeur,

SepuLmwrsGeur  QFQENLINMISEFaN  UmICHTES  BaHIHHID  WUMHEUTem 6o
CMESTEERLD UmMSUNGL 6T(HSSTeLILIL (H6iTeng).

Q@oesMuUDd @GNS USeser

AmeeMly eI  QFTELEMEL  FRISL  LeL6UTSHETITED FRIGL  LgyI6IedleL
QeueMUuenL WwIms GLIGSSTL L )606M6V. &M UGSHS &MesTGCOITI&ENTeL

GO LU (ReTeng). B\ &6m6018 Fa Gl Gj])lTéS@Lb QUG SIDAUSSHCHITI
Qg,rrsu&rrumu_nﬂm QEwuEpmILTNeTLg.  (PeTendHems Qg afleuns 2 ameummd  Glewm
AUGSHGIETaTENS SIMILIEVITLD.

DI S (HRISlg.,

SHeng (BHRISGE &Teuevl] CFIUGH6 emml,

S(HRSGL UBHSGT, QF00mSHGLY’

GuretmCFmm&Hemen Qenhisban(h QMCFMILIL 66T HlEMM 6ES S GHI6TErT6uTl).
‘SLM CoHTh SMISS, SIPD CUTLD i6d ausmern

€601 QG LOL UL &6uTlg GLD Q& T6su1s!

HeL [SHL @6iTM) DML C&FUICIS 6T,

Qament ep6tTm) &H(HSSH6T6N, 6oTenesT G| HlemeoGul  (LQMmI.LIM. 13)

61601 UML6L euflgsailed C&MhiIs6T; smsrg) Q&meLeLITETIG) Qmmgm@mg,gmmmmm&,
GMN&SHGIMG. SPHI  aumemnULGmeTD M  QFMSHemenu|d  SleuNh, DL LLLD
Qur@hHuwl etesr CHMPUNEGT HLEL HIGL Q6oTM cReMUNPBHS CoUMILIL L MLOUITCD  65T6M60T
BUHDHO QOAFMILL RS 6TeTLS e 2 uTSSIEDT].
semevailuflest L6THeMeD GMLHH(HEHS, SHlemeuLliLeld &STHSHMEG 6CUTITET 6T6OTMILD,
Safleml 585 Hemevalluller Grev el (Feudm@ LMMTS SMPLLGIGCLITEL 2 66| 6T60TmILD
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ol SleMILILIETIS HTeUmMeD LMIGHD, QUMM QHAFNIUY HSPUCHTEH SHeneoILILITHmS
16L& G 6UM G LD,

“SITEUEILD SlqW|B GUTeLEU]
LDIT6L EUEMIMBITL! 6UMIJHSHEN60T CSHTeGuTGLOIT!” (M. 289)

61601 LML 60660 cLpeud iMuieomd. GgId, HTUNET BUISHME FaMl &60r6V6UD6OT
UMIEYSESG SNTI(HEUSHTEH QLILITL6L6UFIGET 6MLDIHG)6TT6T6T.

@&CsmMiuy sMamiSH amre| HLT5H60

gemevallulest Ceumur(y SHEoIREIIHS STl SleUeneT QFCFNILSEG L LG SHSHIEUTE.
@ F6uTeL. HM IMETMHMEUET 6T60TM GSMSHSHLILI(HEUMS,

2aI6MG TLIqUI 2 IJ LDGUITEL SH6ML SH6MI]

Coameng oWCWLT({H UL 6L MGHE)

RM] lgeID 2 WRGLD Heor epafl 6T6orsh

QamettemId HleuiGumen HmevuTleor, Gledesor Geum

Qammmé GNP GLHmG M6UHS

BrG 56 HSHWUI@ID CFDiw

SI(BR Slgll UHEG6U6T, SIMetT @60 WTGW”  (SI&LD.;60)

6T60TM LIML_6063T €LPEVLD SIMILIGLMLD. eumemL&&STHM C&Ten(h Gealhd 2 Wjhd LOCUIT6L
Cupamens Q&MEIIL. LUIHS SLMHSMIL LUSSHH mamevwlehsd CHTHWIGL 6T HHmled
LemenihGl epem] ellemeanilimqsnild, 2 601 GLoell eU(BHHID 6T60T SMUILIGHUIL E6LEVTS TSI
@@ Uwem QeordULd Hl6ld QSTETEUTT. SHHENSHUI 61D 6T6M6ET, HEMEVEUET LSHGM
QBAIMS SNHSTL GlalLald GCealemevsmili|enl Wl Cleumml QUT@EHSHW CFTLD D66
GLHOMG 6I6IENID  2aMfledIHain  LUTHISTHSH MUSSILULL  Lsn&HUBTH  Snmns:sShe
hHemwd srigend s il urHSTUNens Q&wieuTer. @&&HensI LIGTLI6n 6oL |enL_ L
Sl6TTEn TN “SIMETE6L WITGWL 6T6aTHMMGW cTearHMMeT. GMUILHHL &Fh&SHsS @uicomgLilg
@&QaMiiy HsLPaImSHSH HTEUIEVITLD.

gq(%g,(%urrsu &MWL LD Q&susurrﬁl] aarrgu g,ma)e)j]uj]mg;rru_l GOIUNEeUmS “LI6,

&ML eUehH2 LD C&IF eT60T Q&rrsusurrg(‘amrr sTeoTm6uTeN  WIMGUY. (RMI.186) SFHTeUG!, CIHUISHED
gleomuNed @@ CHJ USTYID aIhg CFLUSHMS oMl ABES QFLOTET 6T60r
sMemisSHemed  senaleisen  CHEBIHSH  u@meuTer. Q& emenr  “CHUHLD  WIMEMEITILILD
GHOIWLD Nmed eafhger] QUIRSID 2 Fllf 616 (QGTEL.QUITH6IT.209) &6T6Y &TEVLSH6L
gemevallemlsd SraEmstaLICUTg C&J, W, GHen) QFISHSHID 2 Flies 6Term)
Gl(heudlenined  Hemevall  QFCAFNULSGG  SeMMSSLLULLITeT 6Tt SINHGH  FHlewm
QUG SSHLILL (R6TeNg| 6T60T6VITLD.

semevalesilett Caulemsujld  Femevallullesr @FQFMIIL  Heneould 2 ewiihHg CHTLH
QM6 SLMISTS

‘@MHS QeTuLd HesTdH@ eTeu6sT SHiflul?

QaImIss 661 Goull Lemy Lenenid CHimer,

Hmitu Hleveor QBERFCLTE HesTom G

@euEnpd, @Qemeuriie ouiest, HhHens

SI(HRIGIGS, &MU GCEFMT LUGHET MM (SSLWD. 2)
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61601 UML60leL  &eme eumpelled  Ceaulemd  C&merenmCsH  GMIEhE  HemeveuGe
TTLIGENENT 2 WITHHEMTT. GCeoumlend DELIHD  HMEVLD  6T6aTM &L (Houdlermed 15
SHeneusaSlIsHeT gmiauenL. QFUIL|D SMTeULD 6TaTLMGU|D, FHemevall LDHGCH Cl&FeL6VMDEL
@&QeMuyl  QUDOMTET  6TEIUMSUD 2 WIGleworgeomd. GCLEID, ‘BRSNS  STEU6VI
Gemjugeir eTentuGHeoNesToUl SHemGHulest &meuedled G&Mje| SlemLLE] 6L6V 616D GMILIL
QMO MSUITELEUSHEITEL Seusnel Qe sbGOUNID §HHES (PIGIITE 6T6TLSHMSU|LD
siflweond. CHCUTEL  “HRGE@pD 261  QEHTEUIL6TM”  6TeoTLGH 66U  eueTLNenm
SGLENSHDG 2 SHSHET TOTUMSUD  CeuDMTT WD  (WPLLUUSHE (6T  euemre)
CmesmeTara|d elemUmg 2 IGFHLULGHME. ACHCUTL FHemevaluiles FHhenGulles &ML
GSHemuws GOILLSTS,

“QEMQCWIM GMIGLD @by QBH GTDHHSHI

Qrbam Qe el Feal] siGel

SiHeueny QLGB Qeuheu(h LIL TSI

SWHGEneL WHG 2 WRIGLUE SHenem@f

uTIUNesT Shend LLNF&enel ClETiq em)iLd

BeNCHML UISGD Usteu] SHES558

&M LIRSTLEG ADCH - HIHET DS

QampCHTH 2 5ijs5s S ILILTN6T

SIbELD Setallh HHeng STUCL” (S 288)

6T60TM  LUML6D  SMSHOIMG. GSMIEhE  HevsHHT  eUaTEmIDUD  &60r6V6M6vTI60T
Qu@emu]d GO (Retenm). FHemevedsst QU sGMUNeLAIHLD  QUHILITETS P MENELE
seneugméil  QesmqCGuwimy BenohHBHEGSWL QUL GETOLIGWD. AHHS GSMISI  euLHued
Slmailuller (WWWRIGWD cedlullst QL ulll_(hFé CHL G, QLDETEMOUITET &eneVaNuTlgniemnL L
hHufeT UAHUNMETL CUTEHS Y TIIGIMRISKT SHHeusT (Lpweveausnsds GMLl(heuang @&lev
GLLUOUL(peengl.  Speuor, Quem  GIRIGSHeT  (WemmGW  Hemeveedt,  Gemevadluleor
GMlCueTeLmDd. @HL&L L UQAUMID 46001  DeMELUTIEL 2 6iTem  LIGOMLILIVSSH6T  Gremeneniis
Coreinlg T(HHHTVID  SMIGETT CHUIQISHTL GHIGTLLD 2 UL MG 61607  HeUNL & 6ot
HEIMOMUIS  FamIADOTY. LO&eM] euT(pd LMRST(H  6eTa@iD  2amymergl  LOGSHwmest
SMULN6N6T 2 6DL WG| 6T60TF &L 15T (Heug SHemevealluller GL(HemWenl LIRISTEH CUT6TM
STUNNET 2 DL UG 6T60TLIMS; 2 60IHG USDGSMUNGISEIHLD FHemevealssil_ b CHMLA
UM6eY  SLMeUMG SiHWeOmDd. QHHMEW UM SLMeYFHEL 2 6o 2 6Mailisd
umjemeuuiled  Ustoium (B 2 6ewIfERNSG 2 LULLFGTGWL. GLgbd, Sartam(pssddHed
UHEST(PGEUGHID LDSHMETIL VML JMHLL SFalqUiF]. WevTed, HMELONUTET QUMTEUTETS)
SIHSHHNEVL_LTEL enelenG CHTAFMMI6T QUHILITS SIMILIELTLD.

(L1466

Fhi& QeVSHHIIL LML 6L&6ML QMOAFMILIL 6T60TM CFTELELML 660 LILIETLI(H S &66L6M6V.
SIFQFTLMEL Gl UGS FMTICMHMIHETHT6OT LILIGTLI(HSHSHU|TET6uT] “S6oTe0n6sT H(HhiSlg,
S5Heng SI(HMRISlG; STeUev] Caug et GuUmem QFTMHHMeTs WIS Q&Tai®G Qmelamiliy
steoiml @MU (enenest).  oSGHSlemenr  WIHSTHaNL NGQID  @eTDIIEMLDUITSHEUTTS
@muuater  GHMAICW. SHCHMH  FamMied QL IDKAUDD @FQAFOIILL LML 6L&6MEL
QuU(BLDUMEYID &6rTey eumpemed (HHS hoJaUTeT aumpemel ChTHEHCW Qsmeanh CFeLaISHTS
SIMDHSETENG. SSTUGH, 6UMPE| SLMHMEL UOIMISHID 6UEIEEuIGLD QLT 6L&6NT
SMLESLLL Berteter.  QFleL  Sievly, QUL  Qetr,  FHaTeCleuM(PESHMHS  FHTULGCH
Campluler o &gbHlemev WEILILUMRIGTS 2 atanemd @& (Rengullest  eumuileons  iMiul
W&
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