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The Karthigai Festival and the Tradition of Mavali
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chandruvenkatesh614@gmail.com  Festivals have always played a significant role in the lives of the ancient Tamils. Most of
these celebrations were closely associated with nature and seasonal changes. Among
them, the Festival of Lights, popularly known as Karthigai Peruvizha (Karthigai
Deepam), continues to be observed as one of the oldest and most cherished traditional
festivals of the Tamil people. According to ancient Tamil belief, the month of Aippasi is
characterized by continuous monsoon rains, which cool the earth and the atmosphere,
bringing pleasant and chilly winds. These climatic conditions continue into the month of
Karthigai. The celebration of Karthigai reflects the cultural understanding that light and
warmth are essential during this cool season, blending practical necessity with
aesthetic and religious traditions. On the day of Thirukarthigai, temples celebrate the
Festival of Lamps by lighting rows of sacred lamps. The age-old custom of lighting
lamps in temples and homes, practiced by the ancient Tamils as an act of worship, has
been preserved and continues to this day. This article explores the significance of the
Karthigai festival and examines the tradition of Mavali associated with its celebration.
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W eTEIemY

WULE TG DL O  ETOTUMTEHET LD (PETGEIMISHET. TG  (WP(QEUGID  GLluLd
LOEMLOUT6EST SMTEIILOTS Hleo(PLd eumer(pld GeMijhg &MHM HeLQeveim afEd. Q& HHEEMTSHns
WLrGUpLd QST (. Qeueurm GeMihg &THM efGnd STJaEESTEL eeaflujd Qeuluepd GCHemeu
(T6TLENS  SIpHeIL 61 CFIHG 6(h UEIUTR FMIHGH QSHMTEILMg QIHHTmeT]. HHEEHTTSHEHns
Seaggeiim  Carallesefled  aMGSEL(BS  HGaNpr e QuMID.  UssenL WS  SLOLDTSH6T
Gamallevseileyd, @eveomiseafigid  allensCHMHM  aufluBd  UNES  QINESHIGET  @6ITMETa|LD
QaTaIMIQSTL(R UGBAME. QH5HM&W SMIHHMES HmHTeT alpr uHmliub, &MISHmns allpreailed
QamegorL M@ wredefl upHdiujd Qb&Hs &L (Bengulest eumulleons HMOIUIEOMLD.

SM5Hms BLESHTD (SImILisin)

Qmeled GeMfleid SiebeveLURL 2 UNTEHEFHG spelyd QeuliLpd FHg el ST (GLD
QuUTGBL®, B ucmmL g SOPESHH STISHMEBSH HMSET (PPUFGID  SIHBTMELUNILD
wremeoulleid  efhsefstt (WeiTUTs  euflengdwinsg aNadsCamM MeUSGL UP&HSD QUHEHE. -8l
Qetm eumUIID NeTUOHOULL G UGADSE. Fhs QeosHnseled MILB6T T6Tm HMPSSHLILL L
sMSHms BLESGHTUPL (W(WPHeve] BIEED caim CFBGL Bremend SMISHMESH HGHHTOMSS
QameEuL TR  QIPSSD FhGSHTLGHSH WEHSaNMLCW QUEhHmE FhsL UTLeL&eMNT  aHuIS
SIMIWeLDd. (P (PHleLT GeoT CeueN&FFID (Lp(PeUMBWID CleueSSTL(HLD uneadHled HMisHens Lenewt
QBBRGLD BHeralyey CoHIL QHHAMURENID W&HESHET &G MEUSHGIME). Mmevd GC&6esuLD
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sL(p&emeny.  Upeon  CUTE Q&ML B anfld  6TLELMIHLD  HMHHNS  NPMS
QMR T(HHETMTT. HeUTSHEHL 60T CFIHS BT NPTe Q&ML CeuauBLd 6T6iTLImS,

‘@Ml WPWwed M KA Hery, E BlenmbS).

SIMILBer CE(HD &L Q6T BB HIT6T;

MG aNMEGSMISGHI. DTN HIHE,

up eNmed ePGJL LI (HL 65T GleuesTlL

aNlpe)] 2 L 63T QN SIHLD-141.7-11)

SISHTEOHMHMILT LML 60 aufl&eT CgHlaNsHerme.

@Qeueurm oMt 6T SDPSSLIUBLD  BTIHHMS BLIFSHETD eumsfled CHmeTMILD
hevtesrmailed eMNen&GCHMHM QST T(HH6HTMED 6T6TLIMS ML (LPlg HME).

M BersE@pLer CHTOTMID FHMTHEMS WLIGHHHOD QFLID a6 60&% Qsmg CUTeLs
GCammsld UsHgHs HLEG SPmsl umj, 6eaim SMisHHoms BLEGHID GCHTEIMID STTHSH0S
MESSHL CHMMIGLD 6TETMID LSS LSS GG TME 6T6iTLIMS,

“QIMIBET LWIhE SIMD QFIL Slmige

Q6L HLIJ QBER Qsmg Guev,

ued Ym GCHMISD Siennhg STCL” (HMMleneunr-202.9-11)

BOMenews UMD euflsen  SIMILB6T  6T6iiemId  &SMHHNS BLESHJLD eumeriled CHmeTmIDd
6160TLIENG QFHHONGHME).

&MisSHlensL Qu@mailpr

SMIHHMGL QUIHNLOT 6T6TM AMPSHSLILGL Sud SHNpTeunearg &his &meod (LPGHGe
LedtenL_ WS SLOLPFSHETEL Q&ML TLUUL (G @b urjbuflu eNpraun@ld. HSHOEW SMHSHmsL
QU@L QSTEIILMLLULL 60§ &Fhid QeusSHiLmser GOHUNGEHImeT. sMiHHens aendE s EhsHE
2 UemWITS @evel WSS L&EHmeTLl LUTHE6TME LeOEUTSET.

Qevauld Leurerg &MisHlensd allens@L Gume CHMTHMEHMSS CaMe(heatand, kG Geveald
UGS mMGCH L] Simel Wraumgsemg 2 Ll wseallj wAPHASHEGL &TjHHME aflens
Gumetm) GCHTEOTMILD 6T6TLIENS,

“@emev @6V ELIHG (LPEMSE6L Gev6ULD

&6010&TeT yuild edl QASTGL T(h&S

SIL&LT QBpHRASTY QuUTHUE CHMTETM” (SIHLD.11.3-5)

61631 SUSHTEOMMHMIL LML 6D 6UFl&6lT 61(HSHSHMISHMS).

usemGI @eveurg SMUbHG SHeLeLM @QHEGLD emew 2 FHuNgylemear QEULDEMLDWITET ibHS
QULAUNGeL, eurmestd eumeti(h MY  JMMILICUTETHTEL  SIHaNGT  eUDHMILICLITET, 2 UIFLOTEN  LDEDEL
2 FAUNOIBHS @evaudhIGET  QemeoGul  @eveong L &HSMTEGCE  eLTHEGLLG, SMTHSHmEL
Qu@eBeNpT eNaTsEGseT @EHUUg Cured QSHWD HS 2 WIHE LENVGOASTL JHMEEH &6M6V6U6T
SLhG CF6TDM 6TEILIENS,

“‘Couesllel 9IH5HHGH Y MIGHET CUTEITL_EVHE)

SI(Ha]l 60TMm 2 WIFFMLD LO(HMRISHED,

QupeNpr eNetéand GuTeLLl LIeVe)| L 65T

Aemev@ev eVIHS VUM (SHSHLD: 185: 9 - 12)

wemeouiled QoG MMIS SMEILLEGL @Qevar WIHHL USGSWL U sseler HmLOmeg)
QuEeNpr efarésd Cumerm SmaulU(GLD 66Tm 2 6euemd SPHWCT(H ThHSHHOISEDS QHL
urLed. @eueumm QevaursHled USHHHBEGL Ussmen &TiHHms alprealed gmmib elarsHmnE
2 QIEMLDILITG &h& @SSRS GOIUNGSHTMen. SMjHHm&sUNL  gOHMUULL  eNeT&Smens)
Oyenewns Q@bbEeTeTg esiUamg AW (PKREMS. BHeotend WNIGHS &MiHHn&ES HhHhreafed
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B lg6ut) egmmleneudd (pHeLBMeT allaidamsl Gumew erveom QLRGN GCHTETNILILL &S6IT L& 6o
6TEOTLIEN G,

‘BeolD@ SMTHHENS HTLL 6y QL L

HELBTET NETESHEH HHU|ML LI P ELI

HevQeomd L&genr CHmesrml’ (SMI.BIM: 26: 1 - 3)

&M BIMHUG LML QUfl&6T 61(hSHSIMISEHME).

SMiHHens BIeMerIs EHESEFHES DHEOTDOMUWS HISFalgl 6@ BHIeTsS @Q(HhHSI6TeNE)
(TEITLIEMS LD, SISEHMTHHNS eNenéaTeg Heubhd CFRGTHSET eV GUTEHTM eTeLeLT @I HGHaTey|Dd
Aysrewmi Q@mHeE 66Ums AW (WDIGHMGI. CumysCamg  ghdHuwl  uemLCuim® Camped
ranfsg Curissamsged Gumy Qewiomsit. CuTjalijssT @meuCrm® @mal] dHiss @4, G5,
Qaullgs HTES, FIs&H eMeusmed 2 Ledled QBhEH GBS eUNbHSH equigl. SiUulg UNBCSHMIqUI

Ihd Qs Pm. SMTHHMESH HHONPTON 6TEuI(PUITS SlamalD@G gOHOUULL &TISHHns
aNen&H6 SUSFGHL ] MEFHSMG QHTLIHE CFeL6uH CUITL 6RlqUIG| 6T6ITLINS,

‘SHIUL 6T(HS EHMLLIIEDIET Spell Q6T THTSI 6l

g1&8 Mgy albs®L EEISG®HS

&Mi$HemsE sTmMied & allaeGl GuTsTMeTGel (SEMBTMLGI: 17.1-3)

Seneulfl BIMHLUK LML 6D eUfl&6T 6T(hHSHINISHME).

Cumyssengdled @G  QUHs  HyoMemer  SMIHHM&GUNDL  gOHMULLL  6T6EI6IMM
aNas@&Cammhy  @UIALEG FOulGluuded Qb SMGHmeL  QUBOIPTONEL  TeTeIHM
ANeT&GSH6 JMMLILILIG (hh&I 6T60TLMS ML (WPIQHMG. &Fh& &Teoll ClUeIseT  @(HLDLY eNensSHeot
A® Hfiseailed SUCLMHM, QBHEL WHMID L[ GO M&BEUT QUALLL QAUTLG Wenmenul

“@UCFW eNend&stT FISHEHFHSE Qsmaf@)
QBELQILD LOEU(HLD G2 WIS SAST(DG" (OBHHHELEUTEML 42-43)

61601 LML 6D eufl&eT 6T(hHHINISHMG. @eUeuTDNs  LO6HI6IITed QFWIWILULL. N6 EG e
L (Geveors @@otemmed QFWLULL  elarédHaeiu|d Shsag eNensGCHOHMID  LIGGIILITL 1q.60
EDEUSGIETTETEOT  6TETLIMSUILD SNHGHICSTeTET (LPIgEMGH. QeLSHIIMIGET L (HLOGLEVMDE @60 & 86w
meormest QgmeLSTUINWILLD QuUITHTHSTIHHL LoesTsoerilesn CeumMeniis GMGHGSWD Cousmevd STHEGLD
QureL®, sMisHans alasE(hd SHmanpm praled eNarsCamm aulfiu@GDd (LPemmenL,

“Geuedl CHTHAW eMend@ Hlemeoujd” (G&MeL LMLD. 35)

QemevsrUg eNeé&S (e Homealpr umid FamEOM). Qbhg eufluler cpeowrs Fus
Smanipreureng LPWEU@GHD NPT 6TeTLsmS ML (LPlg HME).

wmeuerf

wrelell eerug sMsHems Sud Hmbrefled 6w Lsnesuilest Ued Lenel FuNed @ (H Ledr
3G  QUTgWTeEHE Qewiul L ubdHeoerd SUIL(BE &ON WLWHWPWL UPLWITET SOOI
LIUTGWL. @& QuUnmEeml afluBD &LeOlUId FMjhs L6 mSWLTSHaD Q&ML M LuhH&mE.
sMisHemal QuEmeNpT CarauLrhd Brelled @ns realell &OHMIGeID C&TEIL ML LUUGEHDS. @8
@m;_bm&:(‘.;mrr@ Qenewihg aUMDHS HLODTHNET LIGGUILITL 60L& @g‘j&éﬂmg Fhi& &MeLSHSH0(HHCH
LD&SET  66rMlenL @mmmmn&,mm QUIDenEHUTET SlemLIWTaTOT&Ge|D &S@HH  aULpILL (BeTerneu). @[r,g,
afl alpraler e SIM&LTISEGH Wralell &HMIGL HHLPHME. asrrljg,ﬁlmaa 5ug,51g)@ SI(H6S b6
BILG &MdHend elpr  QasmeaoL L UuGEHmE. SibHreiled wwralel &HMID usmuTl (B Hapey
BeL QUMIAMG.  SHheusmemioemneo, eNpuyrd, GCeugmy, G&eod 26l UGHSefleL  eum(pLD
&&6T QeTmID meuafl &OHMmIGeneL LNeTUMM 6x(hE6TM6UT.

‘wreuel &HMIGL &TTSHM&ES FubTeiled BLSSHULBLD eNeMETUTLLMEGLD. L6TLDLL6H6US
&5H&HG  Grammss  GlewluNled — QUTLLeoWrss  Glewulled  &Llg  M6USHHSCSTETEUTTSE.
QUOUTL L ev&6mg Liemesiepemey L oL oMot HHGCoU meussHS SLllgalBeunjsHer. Qeng Hevor
SUNMHMIL B IgmeuS HIGCSETEI(HR  QB@BLMU  meusdH eleunyser. QUCUNTEH SuUNMemmLU LI &8
Cousldns  &HMIUTTSHET. g  SUAuTMsmens  Hsmeall(B &OMUSHGS SGHGHUTM) L6
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2_(heumi&amer gnUBSHSHID. UCUTH “wreueNCuwim wreledl” e6arm &SGR UTTHT. Q& UTTULSDGS
@0 Qalwu sTLHwNs QEméHGL. LM eail = Quifl ¢efll eeug @GN WTaeT PHAUNHEHS
Gougtoi(hLd. Qeueup&ad  HEviL &HMelnns  eUp&HEHL  Q@pLUmS, QST umemm  spaluidHed
SreliL(ReuHeOl(BHE SMbHG CSTETETeLND” (LDSMITF6T, UGIUTL (R SIPSHWIID  STHUWIGID. L1.46)
eteorm)  omedell &MMID LGIIUTL 60L& GMNHH Heoig [Iedled GOSN (Rermenmy &TITF6. GLOgYILD,
HmeauAfl Il LD REHHD urmm spalwdbe @QLAUDHMD wreuell &MHMID ST SIS,
wreefll &OHMIHENEHT LILDMLOU|LD, LIGITUTL mL WD Qeuel&SsT (B QUL &TES SHSLPEMSI.

(WPIg.64600)

UemenL W SLOIPTSHET SRS eumpeiled &L LUNgHS BHeOL (PEOMSBEHLD,  LIGTITLT(H&EpLD
gumend. epeCleur@m  SHmalpramalu|d QunHemnsd FMHCH QBMEILMY QIHHETMET]. USHHMSLL
ueour B &Mihg HmeNpraNsd &TiSHemsL QUEBENLPT 6T6TM AMPSSILGL Sud Smepreayd
@R6M|. SHHM&W Fus HmeNpreumsng FITUNLD eEn(HSL G0 Geons SLALPF&HeTeL @eimeneaLn
QameauL MUl G U@GBHGTME. QHHMSW  UFOMMEHDUID, UUTL LW  Qsmen,  us
Smalpremall umm &h&e @QeosHmisst GuUIHM UM uleerer. GCLOSEIL.  FhIGL LT 60&6I
SMEHFHID  SMTHHems L QuEBaNPT  umMiwbd, el MBS eplur@ umOUD,  LeTTEnL L
sLblpgseflesr LT B  QSTLFFHN umdlujd @Qbss &L (Beoguiler eurueons SiH  (PI&HME).
Cugild Wreauef sT6armem&GSLILHRLD Luum(h FMjhg C&TEuL ML ks GNHHID QHHs &L (Henyullest
almuileons SIMbGHESTeTeT (Lplg&eTMGI.
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