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Islamic Cultural Perspectives in Salma's The Hour Past Midnight
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salmamahajabeen@gmail.com Novels that portray social life occupy a significant place in Tamil literature. Salma's The

Hour Past Midnight presents a sensitive portrayal of the severe restrictions, physical
hardships, and suppressed desires experienced by women in a rural Islamic
community. Rather than adopting a patriarchal perspective, the novel narrates these
experiences through the voices and perspectives of women. Set in the socio-cultural
context of an Islamic family during the 1980s, it vividly depicts women's isolation,
denial of education, social constraints, and emotional struggles. Through her writing,
Salma opens the doors to a traditionally closed community, offering readers an intimate
understanding of its inner world. The novel also documents the cultural dimensions of
Islamic society by portraying its religious practices, rituals, kinship relationships, social
customs, and the personal struggles of women. Thus, it serves as an important literary
representation of the cultural values and lived experiences of the Islamic community.
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(Lo 6ot gm6miy

SO QeHHIIGHL Fepd QUMPAILIENED MDWIDTSES CHTEIL. LSRG (LD SSHILILDTEDT
QLB CuUmISeToer. Sieummied @IEILMD QIORSeNET S0 LD, SLOLDBTLIq6d eum(LHLD
@eveomhlul  FeN&HHSHET  QUMDEHMS (PEOMSB6T, FOUW  BHOINGMSSHET, GOHLU ML,  FELPSL
LLP&SHAINEGSRIGET YHeUDENHM BHILULTSE §EHHGHDG. QUUHID 6 H0G LU (HLD6V6; i)
@@ FCPHSHH6T LIGILITL(H Y eUILTSHe|D alleThGSHMDSE).

geolomelesT '@QGUILMD  QMOMIS6T6T Hemg HOmoLym @erveomblil  FepseHHev, GMOILILITS
Quetargefeit  eumpenled Heveyd SEemOWITeT S GUUTHSET, 2L 60 FHUIMET  SI6TTUMRISGET, LOMHMILD
JHAW  ohenFsHemen,  SYWIMHSGEL  urfeneuulesr  QuUetoIGHeflerr  SHEHUGEUITL L $&l60  HILLIDTS
aNeuf&HME. Q& 1980-&6Med €(p @erveumbuls GHUE &Leded Hevallul FHesllen, Hevall LML,
s SLEUUTESET, LHMID 2 eufFfl CuMTLL Risaetl UL iy s sTLGEHDG 6(pSSTen]
FEOLOM,  6(h (W PSS  &H6USMENS  HEUIGH ILPHSH6T  cLpeuld  HMEHMM].  QIbBHTeU6L
Qeveombuld FepssHHetT QUNUTHRSET, FLMIGSHE, 2 Me|lpammé HEGO&ET WMHMID  QUeT&eaneo
SHSIRSL CUTTTLL Rgsnell Leuurl® sl ugey QsuISHmE).

oW BHONSMESSET LMHMID 46TLOIS CUTLDSME

@eveombluwijsenes eumpeiled &ouwid enwwl @LID QUMIEDE. HeThCHTMID RHGH Ceuemen
QaM(pemns,  foeomedt GBI, RETH CUPRIGHL GCUITEIMH  SLEOEEHT  SHTULTSHSThISeM60
QUMDEMSHUTNCD QFefauTss &mevurLiLi(h&eTment.
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“QEMpemd ChHIWL eub el 6m eeeom Galmeow|d HmSH veTeNoungs@E COFeLID LI
SufsefiLd 2 mFlwmi QEHsH& . (US6ID, Us. 45 6T@IHID  US6, FWOWID  eUTLDEHNSHUT6T
@RICT[H &HMIGMSUILD QUABL SSID eT6iTLmS QeuafliLBGSHHHAMS.

JLOGLITEH LOMGH(LOLD 2y 60TLOIS eUMLDEILIGYILD

JLOGUMT6ST LOMGLD 6T60TLISH| (LPOVEIDSEHHS h6tTLHG OMIDLTFH, Qevm CQBHEHSLD, HMILD
@WssU LN Yellg smeonn@Ld. UseL Ghy Chrerl, Qreld CSMLRmMEEET (STTEIAM), &6
RFIHEL, SN HIWLMIGET ePLD  UASH(BLLSET U6l 2 IIhHEl, LD6r&HsL (HLUML (hL 65T
Qemmedenent  aumIRIS, UTQIETENNLL  CQUDHM,  SETOTmaISH  FMlmLULGSSID LISWLIS Qs
DA

@erveomBluil LIGBITUIML 1960 [JLOGVM6ST LOMGHLD 6T6oTLG LS (LPSEHWIDTETS]. BHTeUeOl6T CHTL &HHGLD
Qb LNeotesremnuiled SHTesT HMLDEME.

"CHITETLS &SEp&ulledt eumrgld QG HOURIEGL UFauNBhss. QWIS UsTeaileursedlsd @Q(BhSI
Qg,rr@sm&,é,&,rrm SIMLOLIL| UHSHEL 60T, JLEWIHET SUF]T QUFTLOMSHL Lemafleunded GChrée bl bHeeur)."
(USSLD: 12). 61601 6UFl&6T cLpeuld @evms HNHHleit W M6 LHM WOMID FLMIGSHN6T QUNLITL TS LD
88l §15501650LEEMSI.

amy WwHMIL ool GuiyLd

amy eeiUG  @Qerveombll  SGLOT  LLUHSHHO (HHSHTAM) LDEUILDSEI, LOWILDES Eh&HE
SLLMULOTSG QIPRIS Geuewlgul LD S6Levg QFMHeH WG, Q&H AUEESHSTET 2 [flend MHMID
S6U0160TTILIS S60T 6B UITOTLOITS 5@g,|3u®eﬂg)g| Qg H@pewrl Gurd guebeug,j UG F6M6TT  I6D6V;
DTS, Q@mmg,gmcungj LDGO‘OTLDBS@&:@ W 2 flemou|L 6 emggrmasum_ Gmm@mg@mmggm
GUTE  LDGIIDGET  LDEUDSESS — Saflss  Goumgll  'DAMT  qgID  UTHISTUILS  STDs,
SMEOLIGLTSESH6L FeNs S(PHSHHSHMEL 6TLILIG LOMMIHMG] T6TLENG FEOLOM &L Iq SSML(HSHMT].

"BIM epuml weamy QaT(hes Hésram CFuiaug Bl e6arm C&FTaTameIDd, n&HBHlenmuL
Hend Qameni(h eunmg ClLeenem Qh&HF FELPSHLD 6TLILIG JHEGLD?" (USHSLD: 84)

Qg euflsen  @Qerveombil  UGITUTL IgMH@G6T a1 @HeWETeT  eUIFHL F6M6wT  6IEDID  FELPSHS
Galigementl ULLD NgHHS ST (hEH6TM6sT. QUEULTD QMOMIGETN6T H6m& HTeuedled DO LMD
Swewil  GUr@erveomBILIL  LEIIUTLIG6T 6@  HEH&He0meT  UGHWTS  §GSHHSSILL (HeTenng:
Sowewill  CuEsHTIEHMSSHaNeT CUTH  CUEISHET LI MISETTS" BLSSLULUGLD (6 &FCPSHS
GOMUTL L. QhsHs &G 1(hHSHISST(HHMGI.

G@LWLuU ey WHMIL Queseafler Hlenev

UHensgled @GHULD 6 U oWLUIUTES STLLUUGEDG. pHCHTHEHG LIIWTmS,
SHOESHMS @ FOUW UUHSOMNSES SHHHSHL CUTEID SDFRSGET (PSS OUD CUMISH 6.
QuETTSaN6HT UMDEMS (PSS, LFWTmS, LFSHT GUTEIMD LOILSEHL 6T @eneuuidbasLLL (ReTeng).

‘GRbuUGHett  saEmewNLILD  STEGSWL QUMb Queiiseflstt Camengailed  QEBLLSTEHS

SHSHUIULL &7 (U 78) Q&6 CLPUD &FepsHHled QUENSERSHE eUPRISILGL QUM  WHMID
SLGUUT(h&eT QeueNuu(&leorment.

'@ T ITLD WML’ - QuetaTeseiws &Mui®

geuLomelesl "@EWILMD QMOMIG6NET &emG" HTEUEOIL, '@IGULMD QMDD 6T6ITLIG| ) 6V0ISH6IT
SIWTHE ([ SGLD, sLuur@ser  Qeveons  CrysHed QUETIISHET  SHRIGET 2 6GHUTEOLOUIT6EDT
SIEOLITTSHMGU|D, SIHSPRIS 2 6WIT6USMOTLILD, HETEUSHEMEMU|D 2 600I(HWD  6(H  Gluevoremnwl
GOUILTGL. @& SgmsHEHeid woHmID uredlwed FHwmer &L (GUuThsened®dhgs eNGUL(®,
QueETT&BET  FhIGemeT 2 @B  &HHHTLMeT  Qeueflenwis GMSHAMGE QUGS &S Eh&E 6T
CUAGASTETEHD JHAWMISE@HD, USJUULTEH 2 uiesErCld @Qbh& HTeuedls QL6TLOM. @6 MD
QMDD 6T60TLIS| SHEUTSHET &HSHHSITLONG 2 cuui(HLd GHILD.
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"SLEUIGET 2 MRS LN60T 6U(BLD SihHGH GQUEULMTD DMNSHELHTET CILIGTIISET &b Erh 6oL LI
2_GUUTEMLOLITES (LDSMIGEMET SewhEH CSHTTEDMTTHET. IFGIUMT AUTHT CQeumid BHILPeL&6T L HELD."
(USBLD: 156) 6T60TM LSONHEMIT F6OLOM.

UST MM FEP&SL LTSI STLIL

UgsT  eTeoTLIG) QemHSTHWIL LI6BOTLITL " Lq 6D Quettiger  GQUTGHIQeueuned & MIGE06IT
MMSHIGOSTETT  96LeLG  HetllemLLBSH&OSHTeTeT  Sewilujd  (PSSTH  WLOMID el
WPEODUWITGLD Wikipedia. @& UMHISMLIL, SHGuI6wild LOMHMID FLOUI L (DEOMWITSL LITTSSLILIL L TeYILD,
SICH FLOWID SYWITHESHS L (HLLMLIG60 €(h 6lqaIdT&e D NLIfSSILGSDSI.

U (b FHWTS 'LISHT 6TeoTUGH @@ Hengursend, <HCH FLWD QUETSELES @@
UTSISTULS &SeUFLLTSED @QHLUUMS. "SihHS S@OGLULUL UFSTONMGT SleueT e6fhH6smem_GUms),
2 UG STl UMTEHS (PIQUWITG 6TOIHM  mGFID  UEhsHGsT NDHheHH. S5 @0 Heom
6T60TLENS Il YD UMGISTLILITET LSO LOTSGel SieUEh&EGSH CHTEIMIIG." (USSHLD: 210) 6T63IM 6UIfl&6T
eeud [Hreued eMeufl&HmE|

'Herdl' (Genevaild)) Bgmen HOLNGMS

@eveorsHed aNd) 6T6iTLGI, HEITEND S6MD 2 L LI HNEIGHID HeLELTOMENET (EHMETTSHSMEVILD,
Slederg BILLWD oM  HLiugGul  HspHermenr eeim) BOLUSTGWD. @&  FFLomesflesr
(BON&mSUN6T) M FIEUSHeled  RETMTEGLD. eNHISERHGEF  QFweUBLd  &HHSLD
QIRISLIUL g (BHSTVID, @MIF almearalser sleomamealsl JASHSTIHHL 2 erarer; slarGeol N
6T60TLIG (WL MIKS SL LUV, MMTS (PWMHE Q&G Seveoramelsit g BHLOLNGEMS sneULILIGTGLD.

@erveomhliul eumpeiiedled 'sTeLeLMD @emmere GFUIL' 6T6ITHM YIPHG BHLONGNS (H6USG6V)
Sluigomet ChImSeNL UTHEHSHE WHHSTHMSI. 6T6ILIMS "6T6LEVMD HLOLPEML UL  HErOlLILIG &T6dT
BL&EGD. Seveom ¢1emd BTHADOTCeT GG BLEGWD eT6o1m) JLIWT Hestemend HTGeor CHMHMS
QameuTL_meT." (U&SLD: 312) @UUSl6TD LS6y QFUIGI6TenG).

oOTH AHSTFUPL &L (HLUTH S EHLD

®IWTSH 616U @erveomblul FepsHHed 6@ Fal (B SlmLUUTES QFWOURHADE. @60
g@&rnj@m 5|'_@|'Jurr@as@Lb g{['r;g,frpg, oanfy guei)eugd SimLNeT  Hijeurs eNdssme QUIMISS
Sl6MLOW|LD.  2erifl6aT @@&,&Q,mgum &l_l_g,mg,um FioneNs@GL QrHHear HNHSMID  eoum (b
FHITS 6T6L6UATEY EUEVIEUTETIG 6T6ITLIENS F6LLOM e6N&HEGHMII).

QMg THEHGWD (WIgGeu @miHwimeng. 2any eevsHsd QFWIGONLLTD, SHG el lged @
Qeng (LOF6sTILD) BLHSHMTEL Fal WIM(HLD 6T Iqll LMJ&HS DML LTIS6T." (USSLD: 345) 6T60TM 6UFl&6NT CLPEVLD
IHEHS 241 6L6VF eOLIN6T Hjeurs eNFgener M ML TTEHET 6T6TLG LOTTEDS).

FPS cemMieLD LMHMID WefEHGCHWILD
@eveomhlul  LIILMTLIg60 &S DHMIMID  (PEHHUIDTEG. JONGEH&HE 2 §all QFIIFH60,
SlWLM(HL 60T HeLeYIME] CUEMIHEL CUTEHM SDEMRIGET LlerrdHled euedu|missLiLI(HEHlemment.
‘Q&MH QSHTHLLG @ SLem L (H6L6; g WelsChwGHHer Qeuelium@.” (Us. 102)
@360 eLHELLD FLOWID &CLPS [HEL 6TEUITNGH NG CUNTEHMG| 6T6tTLMS MU (PIgHME).

HHIPI&&6T WMMILD OIS 6T
I L6gensd, Hésmam SHmLeanE FLhGse, QDU LRGS0 eaflmn GUTsHTmne
LH6THS6L BHITISHHLONG eNeufl&&LILIH S 6oTm6uT.

“TH Brefled 61LGMBL UG LLemel, LSl 26l SlaNhHG WADPFHUIL 6T 62(HeUMIT
@(HaU] UMD Slevry.” (L. 130)
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Anhs auflger  Feps 2 meysemer  ulURSHSID  HGaNprsseilst  UmseaflenL
TG SHISHTL(HHTMET. LUSID WIUSEh&GSLD LS ShSHameaisEns@Gld Qenl Guiwimer (L JesorLImLenL
QeueNUuGSHHMG. &evadl, CuemsHailest (PeTGCaIDHMID, BHFUUD 6UTPHMSE QW&  LDTDHMRIGET
umguflwé SLLLULSERSE Feumed oG Hermer. @& 6T  cpeold  @erveomblil  Fepss e
2 6MTenMjhg WMMHML LD §SHHE&SUILGEHDSI.

(WIg.64600

geoomelest @QbHBHIeUcL @eVeomHuIl LILTL DL eNDFF6TL  LTTmelU|L 60T  TDISH6TTeYILD,
hHE FepsdHHen aN(PLmismars genglalome QLmAuiled e QFLGeTaTS. "@erveombluiL
Quesmrseflest GIeL QeuamCl CHL &S QFHTLRSUISHSTET euFeOmHMIE FMeTCm @bHTeU6L" 6T6TM) BHITLD
Fa.MEVILD.
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