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chitradevikuppusamy@kahedu.edu  Sangam literature is regarded as one of the oldest and richest cultural treasures of the
Tamil people. Composed between approximately 300 BCE and 300 CE, these literary
works provide a detailed account of the social life and cultural practices of ancient
Tamil society. During this period, art was an integral part of everyday life, and the
performing arts served as important mediums for expressing the emotions, values, and
experiences of the people. Music, dance, theatrical performances (Koothu), and songs
were performed during festivals, royal courts, and public gatherings. Artists such as the
Panars (bards), Viralis (female performers), and Koothars (performers and dramatists)
occupied a distinctive place in society and contributed significantly to its cultural life.
This article examines the traditions of the performing arts as represented in Sangam
literature. It discusses the interrelationship between art and society, art and political
authority, and art and religion from a socio-cultural perspective. Adopting a historical
and cultural approach, the study analyzes Sangam poems as primary sources to explain
the role and functions of the performing arts in ancient Tamil society. The findings of
this research contribute to a deeper understanding of the historical roots and
continuing evolution of Tamil performing arts traditions.

Keywords: Sangam Literature, Tamil performing arts, Ancient Tamil society,
Performers.

(LTI

&Fh& QeSHAILIMIGET SHLOLDHI6T LLpeOOWITET LU (B Q&FLAITSS &(HSLILGSH T &.(Lp.
300 (pHL &I 300 eUMIUNGLMET SHTVSHL L HHL 2 (heumsn QeuaNevsbEmGeT SLOPHeT &eps
QIMDEME HIETIGHONE LHE| CFUIGHETET6. MM STVHSHL &ML 6T60TLSI UMLPSMSUNCT 621
QRGOS  QGBHSEH. GOUUTE HEDSSHSHMOGET &Sl o e smer  Geleliuhs S
(WpEHSWIDTeT  261l_&hIGeMTS  ellenhidler. Qeng, BHLED, FadFl, UTL6L pdllenedl SHHaNPTEHSET,
STFMEUGET  WOMID  QUTHISFaL L MGelled HSPSHILLL o1,  umewony, eiged, FagHsy GUTETD
SENEVEHTHET FePSHHHL GaNEHH SemLwmend QUOMIBHSHENT. Q&S B Fhis QeL&SHILIMISET6L
STEILLRD HSLDSSHIHMEL OILUSHMET SYIMUISAMG. &HMEL WMMID FEPS 2 MESET, &ML LOHMID
SIHSMID, &ML WOHMID WD HP&HW uflranmsst Qe  aNeurSHésLubEHImen. @euaumiie]
QUTeOMMM)-LIGITUTL (5 SI0IG (LML LWLETUGRSSHIEMS. Fhis QeosHILnmGailed 2 6rar LML 60L& e
SABHMIOMES  Q&TENE  HHNSSHHMLEHT HONT FEPSHSHL eTeueuTn) CFUWIOLLL 6T  6T6ITLMS
aNen&GHME. Qeueunile] sHCUTMSW &Hmev FLSeNsT GeufjsHener LFlhHCSTeTeT 2 e Lb.

RS &L FCPS IIEMLOLIL LOMMILD H6MI6V

FhG &ML &FeP&D UL  SH6GHMaS  C&TEIL  FEP&HOTE  Q(BHSHS.  LDEITEITSH6T,
SO ESFTEET, affiset, Ceuenmanr), eusnN&)y, <guwif, wreuj Gumeim L &ewsll Nifleysst @QbhS 6.

18R Int. Res. J. Tamil, 63-66 | 63
W\ PrESS



mailto:chitradevi.kuppusamy@kahedu.edu

Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 K. Chithradevi/ 2026

Qeummied  HmeLEHTHET FHNlHE CHTHCLET] FEPSHOMSHS SHGLLILL 6. UTEWNT WIMD TS
uTUeUTSET, IOl [BL6TH HMEVEIHET, oS BILE QGRS  THCHHMILICITSHET.
Qeujsen gary oanHEF QF6IM HMEL HHLNSHE]. HMEL 6T60TLG FEPHS RMHMIMDMUI 2 (HEUTSHSEIL
@@ SGBWTS  Q@mHeEH. ArFmeuuiled  HSPSHLILLL  HMeL LDl QLI EMLDEMILI
QeueNuuEGSSHWwgl. QUTHIDSGSET HSHUNDL HSDPSHSLLLL HMEL &G 2 WIJenel CUaMISHHS . FhisLl
uUTL6L&eMled  Lmeooy  eumIemLOUTIL  GUMTPHSTEVID  SUFHeNeHT  HemeL  HSGSLILULL & 6T6ITLMS
SINILICLMLD. HEMEL FCLPG ML ILIMETHMS 2 (HeUTEHEWG|. calQaum@d HesHnHGL (GMERFH, (PeLEm6V,
@GS, QBUIGED, UML) HedsH Qend LOMID &ML OJLUSET @(HHSH6T. @GH6 CLPGVLD HE6L
oMb  yeuTwed QsMLiy QeueMiuGHDE. &h&E STLHHD &ML EUTLPSHMSUTET  MLDUILDTES
QwHSSI.

Fhis @ev&HSHWmGafleL @MnESH &6M6V LOIJLIS 61T

MG HMLGHHL Qend SLOLDT UTDEHMSUNET 2 66 2 e0emd CleueNiLBGSHUI NTHTET &Hemev
QIQQILTS QHEH. QUIDMSUIL T Qenemihd &Fcpd eumpeailed @Qend @b 2 @ujFH COMAUITSL
LWETULL &I &M&6e0, efflwibd, H&&, WHPES, usH Cumeaim 2 ufelseT @enguiler eLpeLD
QeueMUuLLeor. UBlUTL 60 GUMETM HIL&6T @emFU|L 60T UM LUHeUSMHSHTHECeU @UIMHMLILILL 60T 6T6TLIG)
GNINL 555658 Q& FhGSETLHHL Qens (LPMMIITET HMLLL T QBHSHMSS ST (HHME.
Qeng  Qeumid  geuuL L.  QUITPGHCUTESTS  @QELELMDED, QUTHISFaLl L RGN, SITFmeusaneD,
HmaNPrE&Haned (P&HEHI LRISTHOIUIS).

Qeme wOHMID Heolugly Qe Cu QFMTLIY &STwlUlLG. GMEpsH HusHnG HeNss
QLLE, Wevemew HeHHNG HeeHE epend GUTETID HEMLOLILGET Q(BHS(HSSHEVMD 61681 MDEHTSH6I
S FImer]. QG601 cpeold @emd WOMID FHpeL @QevLuleorer o me| QeuaflluGHDG. FhisL
UL eu&afled @QUINems ¢edl&eT Fal. QMFWITSHES SHSLLILL 6. STHMI6T cpen&, LMeneuuNest @6V,
Brilett FevgeOLIL SYHUIMeU QMF 2 GTTENEU 2 (hEUTES6TT.

Qg Feps MBSO DHMIEMmUL 2 (huTsHg. CUTHEGE QFLID  affjsmen
o2 MEMGELILGRSS Qeng LWTURSSULLL G S alpreseaied wHPEFHmW Qalealliuhss Qeng
WsHIW UREG afHSE. 1S apuThsaNId Qg QL DOUOME. Qeualmm @engd FhiSHHTeLHHe6L
&CLPS UMPEN6TT SIEN6ITSHG LIFILDTETNRISEhHL 6BID @\6n6wh S (bhS 8.

Qeng  HHMEL (WD  QBHH(HSHSHEOMD.  UTEITHET  FHRIGHT HO6e0s  Slmeme
SOOWPODEEFSHEG UTUNUNBSSMD. Q% Qeng Iy QSTLFEHLNSE euaTfhHmssd ST (HEHMI).
FhS QeL&HSWMIGNL Qeng 6T6TLG €260l L (BLDELEV; G LIGIUTL(H SO IITEMONSeDd @Q(BhHSE.
SLOLDHI6HT 2 61TLD6TT 2 VMBI FeLP&HE HhFHemeoreniu|d Qeng LNTHLOS S 8.

Qm&58mHaNG6T LHMID SeubHmier LU (G THSHLD

§h% QesHEMIGaNL LLCM @QengseHalser GOUINLOUGSH6Tmer. Sleummied  wWimp
éHwmsr @LID QUOIEDS. WML 6T6TUg SLOLDGl6T L WTensd SHeNLTES &HSLUILGEDE).
Quilwmp, SOwmp, wEFWTD CUTETD UL  eUMSSHET Q(HHHE. 6eUQeum( WP  HedHs
@eOllemlmus Q&I (bhHhasend. Q& Qam&sd QMR U oiMe| CLDUL I BhSHmSHS
ST (HHME).

(pr& WwMMID Uy CuTeTm FMend SHeN&em Fepd Hapalseaied LweaUGSHSLILIL L 6uT. (P&
Cumflesr  sifieNiuTSeYD  QeumMuNesT  HEOLWITEMOMSED QBHSE. UM QUIKHILDESET Fa(hHLD
Bapesaied  eOGSIULLE. @& cpeold  QmFsEsHaN&T  Fpd  §HOIL  URWLMMHMS
&(HANGATTEHELD Q&FWIEOLIL L 60T,

GLP6L GUTETMm STHMIS SHHaNSGeT QuUINend 2 cuijenel GleualuLBGSSHen. LUl QUTLDEHNSU|L 65T
G0 QBGBRIAI QASTLIL QamaiLg. Wwrhaamer GGG &0 G Qg 60555 Qs
&m0 LMHMID QHTAL eump&dams QenLulleomest QHTLJenLS ST (HHME).

QnFseMHaNGET QamId  QUIHL &GOS  SI6L6L;  Slmel  LGIUTL(R  SlnL WITEThISETTS

QOGHS6T. WD &SMeLBUID WHMID Q6T GNSHADE. WPJ&H ajSmaud AHSTIEHMSW|D
GM&HEMGI. L] &S ceeimFa(hd 2 cmwijened GeueNULGSHSHISMGI.

QMEHEMBONGET FUMHSEGD MENMEMEHIHET FePSHHHL QBHEHENT. Q& HMeL LOHMILD
QUTBETTHTY 2 Meneud STLEHEHEME. S@HeN 2 (heumdHsd, upmoliy wmmib uuNnHs yp&ilened (b
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Qamfleons QHHHHSSHOMD. 6TeaIGal, Fhe QesHLMIGaNL QMESSHHANGET &G  eMLDLILT6T
(PEHHW SIRISHISTTS e6rhI& 6.

umewory WY LMHMIL eujsefler Fepsd bHemev

LITEOUTI&6TT FHISBHTVSSHET (LPSEUILDTEN SHEDEVEHISHETE MBS, SUTSH6T WML UTHS S
UT(RUEUT&H6T. 261 2aTehE QF6TM| LOETEIISHMETLD effj&Henenud LsSDhHS UMq6. ieljsHerie
LML 6L&6T QULTDHM FLOLQIRISMETULD &Fepd Heneudemearu|ld USle| QFLISH6T. @Q&GH6IT6L  LITCHII e
QuyeLTMHM| FMLSSHNMTEHELD & ([5G LUILI(H S 6T

umenTj&en  SipgFemeuulled HmUY LR QuUOMET). UTEHERHEG CumTsT, Koo, o 6mL
Gumesim Uf&&ET QURISLILLL 6. Q& &HMeV&HE 6UPRISLILULL WSHUmU STL(HEAME. WeTmed oo
LML 60&eMeL LM &6 QIMIMDUTEL  QUMDHHMSUILD  SHTEUTELMD. @QFH6ST  CLHEVLD  HEM6V (6h T&6Meor
QUMP&EME QHCaIM Hemeusemen HFOSHTEIL G QFHFHME).

LITEOUII&6T &CLPS SHEHeULSHEMeT LTI 261l SRIGENTS Q(HHSH6]. SeUTSHaN6T LML 6L&6T €2(h
P&t Usemp MM QL hSEh&EG CHTa(h CFarmer. @& &Hmev MM TSI @enl_uleomest
QaMLjemus ST HEMS).

LITETTJ&HET &6meVL LOJEMLI HMeV(LPMMEEHHSG UL, Sleufseaflest &emev eUMICIOMLA LOFUTS
ugewg. @& SOIPFeT eumiQTLA LU 1g.60T (P&HHIGSIUSHMSE CeueNlLGSHHMS).

LIT6uoT] DL FRISSBTLHSH Hemev 6(h QHMALTSHAID FELpS ML UITEMOTSED @\(HHSHNS s
SMLRAMG. SQUTHET FPSEHHL Healds QL  QUOMBHSTVID, SleUTHeflesT  aUMpe| L6
FaImeL&emer FhhHsHHg. @eueurm uUmewy LI Fhe QeuSHULRSaND (PSHWILTET HHDS S G060
SlMLILITETLONS eehlGHMmE).

BL6UTS &emev WMHMID ailyedl pL

QNJeOll] FRISSHTVHHE CILIGISHENEVEHTSHNTS  HOWILILHEOTMET]. HUTHET [HL6TTSH  &H6DI6V
HESDSHLQITHET.  SUTHNEHT JMFUKZET, 2 60L, SORBMID YPHUWME FhSL UM 60&6TN6
aNeufl&SLILGHoTmen. Q& BHL63TS Hemev GULL eulqelled QhHHmEs ST (hHMS).

alyedlw] SiIpFemeusaiiguid HHaNPreHsaNeld URICHMME]. SUTHET QenFU|L 60T @6m6oulhHS
BL6TLD SYlq607). Q& Qeng WOHMID BHL6THH6N e (hRhiFHememilienu QalefiubhSHHME.

aNJeoll] &FCLNSHHHL (5 H68HH emLWmeTd QUOMNBHSH6E. &L LML 6LSHATNED  EUTSH6T
&M  Hmenwimed o wihgs WHWTmS QUDDET] 66Tm FaMULGEADS. WML  FEPEHS S
QuesngeMest Hemev LHOIW HESHLS&EHLD Q(HHS(HSHEE0MLD.

BL6TIS H6060 2 60je &HeneT GeueNULGHSID 261 HOME QHHSHS. (LDSLITEUENEI, NSHIMFEY,
2L 60 QUISHLD AWM HMGHMUIF QFTOLID SHANGHTS @QBHSH6T. @H BHILS& 6llqelhiSGeaTes
(WG WSS &(HSLILGSDSI.

allyedl UL FhSSTLSHEHL ClUasaTeT &Hmew URGailamU  CQeualiubBsHEADS. eITsHer
H6M6L 2 60&HL (P&HHW @L LD QuOD(BHSH6. QetTemmuwl LUTIHBHITLIquiSHHetT Coujsemer Qb& LOILN6L
SITEUITEVITLD.

Wig.e6m]

M QeusHmseNed sLOH6T M&DSHHIGMEL WIUSET WHHE HOULTSI LSeUTSHIU|eTeren.
Q& BLEID, Fadd PpIlmel SOOI UTNHMSUNHT SIRIGHIGATE QHHEHE. HMEL FCPS,
SITHIIEL, QUITBETTHTY MWD DG AHLUILSGEHL 6T QeneuihH(BhHS . UTewy, efed, Fadsl
SAECWTT FepsHHL HetlgHs QL QuDOME). HeUTHeNET Hmew HMEND &CLPS  LFIUITEGEDIL
QuOMCHTEH, &ev CHIMIGMND  FUTELSHMETD FHHHSHH. &ML TSI  HSTTHMS
HeneohmISHID SHeNUTSERD, G 2 aujmel QelaliuEGSSHID 261 _SHOTHE|D, FEPS 6RMMIEMLOEDIL
2 (HUTEHGLD FHHWMGHEID CFUIOLIL L &)
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