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* Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT
sivavup@gmail.com The incarnations (avataras) of Thirumal (Vishnu), identified by Tolkappiyar as the

presiding deity of the Mullai landscape, are often regarded merely as mythological
narratives. However, when examined from a broader perspective, these incarnations
reveal profound evolutionary concepts embedded within them. Paripadal refers to five
incarnations of Thirumal—Kurma (Tortoise), Varaha (Boar), Narasimha (Man-Lion),
Vamana (Dwarf), and Kannan (Krishna). These incarnations appear to reflect a
systematic progression that corresponds both to the classificatory principles described
in the Tolkappiyam and to concepts associated with biological evolution. Modern
biologists classify vertebrate animals into five major groups: fishes, amphibians,
reptiles, birds, and mammals. The sequence of Thirumal's incarnations associated with
the Mullai landscape closely parallels these evolutionary stages. A comparative analysis
of these avataras with the biological classification of vertebrates highlights the
remarkable conceptual relationship between ancient Tamil literary thought and
modern evolutionary principles. This study explores the evolutionary elements
embedded in Paripadal and demonstrates how the text reflects an insightful
understanding of the progression of life through symbolic literary expression.
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(Lo 6ot gm6miy

Qamevsmiwy GOHIUNED (peLemew Hlev&EL e ermen Sl(HLOTEOIET HUSMILD 6T60TLG CleumiLd
LJT6uIBIGENTS  6TEUuGmID  6TUuemISHend LenL DML CFWIUNeT  Sieummled Sy lphgiemer 2 uljory
FaMIGB6T LIQLGIMGLD. FalJld SQUSMPLD, QUJTE QUSTPLD, HIFIDID SUSTILD, CUTLDET HEOUSTILD, H6ToI6w0r
SIUGTILD 61607 Sl(HLOMEOl6HT SHUGTIRIGEM6T VHG W& UFUTLL GSOUNGEDG. Qhd eUGTHHISeNed
Lughemevser  QgmLSTUNWT GSOUNGHL  UMSLIUMLIGUIL  SqlitenLuleyd, 2 ulgyiuiedss
SM65HCHT(HLD 6llg UMLDSSHLILL (H6TTeng).

SM&HMLGSl6m 2 UNTOFNUID ANETSHET  (PHIGBTEE 2 6o 2 UNFHDT KHSHTSH LGLLIT.
Slene  B6THeT, QHeUMDN&6, oafolsst, LMLILGT, LT Iq&6T 6T6TLeT QY@. (PeLemey  Hlevd
sLejemmes  HLOMEOE  SeUGTIRISET CLHGSGHUILL  Ughamesmed &GPaNUGTECE 2 6Teng).
GOUANL (B  Qemevev  Geuam(pomemmed 2 uNFOIEIIDL SNETSHT UGSHS WSS b 2 66
2 uNfleormiseflett LGLeOL, D55GS NeUSTIRSCTEH LINig60T G SMLIEHL 2 GTTEVMLD.

uflumLedled  SlBLOML 61(HSHS HUSTID  6T60TLG (NHEOL BHEOBHEH HOUMGHDE. NG
ufluTL 16T FaMMILILILG SallD SHEUSTID (O QllgeUDd) P& QEOHHSTID &FFl Breomully SHeul
NpuheSHL GOINLL  (WPGH6L Seugnyomes &6 eugnyons Qombsrad, Bied;HCsH
Wpevemev  Hlew QemmeEUsTTTET  H(HLOMEOI6T HUHTID HOURGHADE. QHO(BHE 2 ulfler Gleussd
Bisner e61m  SiMONWIeNsdT Fadm &h& @eosEwiomer ufluTLedlsr eulfl QULULNGSUILGEDS.
Guad ulurLed GOUNHD UL Teug HUSTILOMET, 6UJTH HUSTILD (L) 6l euengLl um
GOLIGHDS.
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Bileo@®hg o eumsor o ufleorhusen, Biled HeHHID UTPEHFalqlUl (oD  GUITETM)
o2 uNfleormugenms  HNwedlsv U hemeowmmmd  Qaran®h  Cemermdler.  MNer  HevsHed WL GHLD
QUMP&Falquwl 2 uNflemsenms AW FHWTS UflsHer 6ITUS6T  HenL WTaTonsGeal L6
SUSTISHMNGS  &([HSH6VMD.2 UNFOFLNWIENsTLY  (WPHIGHTET 2 6imen 2 UNFlEITHIGHET 6R6ATMIL 65T 6260
o uNflwed Semwliy FHWTE QML Q&mTeened eI, BHeOGHHID, BHEGWD HevsHHEGLD
Qe LU Lemeuurse|d, Ner HeusHnmGn anhg 2 ulfleammseissnt QHMLj&&uwime wrElied HmID
uflesormio euenEHGU @edTm) BITD STEYID LOENHEN 616N H(HSHMNS 2 WIIHGIEUSHTEHELD 2 6T6rG).

uflurLedlev 2 uNJLOIYS FamIse

FhS @QeusHMmGeNeL estTmmerr  LFILTL 606D  (PeLsmeL  Hlevd  QFUIeUDTS  S(HLOMEL
GOUALLu@G&mTY. uflurLeded &ML &Th &MHhe Heodder QFiaunmeT Spmeds LeLGeum
SIQUGTIRIGET FaMLILIL (HeiTernent.

SUGMIMRIGET UGG  1(HSHHHMS  Breomuliyd  Heualw  NyubSD  CuUTETD D666
QevsHmiGeT GOIUNGHTMETT.  SLe0meL  LPWCLHD  Fhis CLMHSEISHSG HILSEMN6D  660TMT60T
uflumL6d H(HLOTEOI6T SNeUFHTIRISEDET RH 6160185 GMLULNHETME.

“‘GHLOMEL &F SUGMIRIGET 1(HHHHTEH Heomulgd Hleualw! NJUBSLD 2 6efllL.  emeu6TITEN
QevsHwmiseT GOUNLL HeneouNed, eugmsd (Ufl. 4:22-24), BIAMSD (Ul 4:19-21,) Sevorevoredr (LIfl. 3:83),
SalOld UIfl (1:64-66), 6UMDGWOILD (U, 3:20) Y& KHGH HUGTRIGmeT L HGCWL dESSHSTHL LFiUmL_ed
G&HINGEDE" 1

uflur_ed GOUINGL QHS Rh&H AHUSTIRSEHD 2 uNj WINLID FamiSmen 2 6Ten SHUISTS
2 enengl. Hiyevhlemeolitiy Qhd SEUSTTRIGET

1.80Jl0 SIUSTID 2. TS SUGTID 3. BIHMIS SEUSTILD 4. 6CUTLDENT SIQUSMILD 5.  S6UOI600T63T
SIQUGITILD 6T63T SH6MLDSHIEITM6TT.

a0 S6UGITILD

galjld SeuGMID UMM Fms QevsEwinmse LFlUTL L GO (hetengl. Breomuyn HeueNulll
OJUBSLD Falld SQUSTTHMG QUL TeUFH euUSTIONE GO (HETENG. Falld SUSMJLD 6T6TLIS)
QLMD Qg eNeVTssT  H(HLOTEOl6HT  6UIGUTGW. LIS S &HeuedleiLly, CHeUTHEOHD &S EHLD
SINJHGHMEEF QML QUTHL(F HHSH LEMLMU LGHTHED 6UTEHE UMD  SUNDMITSHELD
Qamewi(h LUTHSLMEL &Ll (PMHULL 6. SUCUTE 5SS Wemev &L alprsLily QbEs,
LDEMELEMILIS SMHIG (eI Fpomenew Geoustorgery. CHeulf MMID H&TTHaNT Couan(bCHTEsHS
Qemimid S(mLomed 61(HHSH SHUHTICLD FalJlD SEUSTTLD Y GLD.

QUITS SIEUGTIJLD

SHmredletT SuSTIHHL @& CLPETDTeUS  SuUSTILNGES GOILLIUGEHDG. U Lhlemwis
o&UUMMNSG SLISHIGUND HhHHEF Qssim @peutiieilesr SO  QICHOILITLF60T 6T60TM GO
umssHg Ubleow 1 LE Hpmedst eusMID QHUTGD. QTS  JQUSTILD  6T6TLS L6
QG USHMESH GMSHGLD.

BHI&MRS JeUGHTILD

Qg olegamieNer BIEIGMD SUSTTD PGW. Qb JUSTID  cPeTD)  CELTSHRIGHE6NT
(2-VBMIGENET CleUTM HMENSHGH 2 UNFlTRIGDOTLID S6oT CUITENHFIWITEL FlTLMISSH W @yesenuiensot
QAUMSHHGH 2 LSRG 2 UNTHMETLLD HTES (BT 1(HEHS HUSTILD BHIFDD HEUSTILD
SAGWD. Q& QUene &6 L& NTHELTHME &HMHS 1(HhEHSH SUSMILD 6T6IMID Fomier.

GUITLDGYT HEUGTITLD

QUMLDETT SICUSMTILD 6T6OTLIG LOSTLIEOFFHTEUTHS) 61601 LDEIT6UETN6TT QY EWIEUSHNS S &HG6USMEHTE
B qBEs USTID. Q8 @B Gelar eflsear AQUsTIL. QF HELTD d6G5S BHSMD
SIUSTILD 6T160TM Famiad]. @eUaIISMIHHE LSTUE FHETAUTSHUNLLD SHHLOMEL CLPEITMIY.  LOGTIT
CaLLIy eTetimId @euuausTIGensLl UHMIS Samiell.
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8> 60016301601 UG TIJLD

Qng s ST dEHS QREUSTUH JQUSTID 0D Samiel]. QHS QUSTILD
ufluML 60160 WHSMD SHUSTILONG FaMLLGEDE. QHSH HUSTID &GWHOD Q& 2 UNjHenens
SlTUMISSH SLDFM6NT QUMFLILSDSTE H(HLOTEL 1(HHS SIUBMTLD. HETUIEHII6 HEUSMTLD.

@eueurm sieugMymGaiest Uymenr QFuish GOUNLLIUGHMS).

DVHG SUSTIRISEFL T LD USTIRGET QenidgH UTLUULGL @Qh&656Fa(HD. 6TLLILG
QGUIDID @hs BHTIRGeNsT aufleng S 6TsiTUG 2 UNFLINWD MEHTHMNET FadHmIL LigGul
2_6eng).

ufliumLedlesr  UML 6066t SlHOMD  T(HES UFMILD  6TeoTLG  (LPHeO6L  BileSl([HHS)
SOURIGHAMS. UG UFUTLEO6T FadmILLlg Fafld SHUSTID (DD ellqaIDd) Hd QEHHSTVID i
preomully Heuwl NJUHSHHO GSGOLUNLL (UPSHEL SeUSTILOMe &S (LB6T) NUHTTLONS @Q(HHSTEVILD
BilemHhCs (Lpevemev Hlev @emmeustmen H(HLOMENETT HUSMTILD HIURIGHDE. QHNBHEH 2 uifles
gleussld  Bogmer  eTeim  SiMeNedlsit FadHm RIS  @evs&wiomest  ufluTLedsT  eulfl
QLUIINGSILUGHMS. CLed UfluTLed GOUNELD Q6L MU SUSTILOTE, 6UJTEH  HUGTILD
(str) eulgeusemgl UMD SOUNGEDE.

Bie0mhH& o (heumest o ulflerhuger, BHled HSHMID UMPSHFalqll Yemd  CUTETM
o uNflermsenms  wINWedsL ughemeowrHmn Q&mealh  Camsoier. MNer  HevsHed WL HLD
QUMP&GFalquwl 2 uNflemusenms AW FHWTS UGS He 6TsTLS6  HenL WTeTonsGel L6
SUSTIHENES & (IhGHEVTLD.

o uNFOINWEO6TUY  (WDSIGHTE 2 6ten 2 UNFEIMISGET 6R6iTMIL 6T 6261 2 UNFlUIL SieHLOLIL
FHwms QLY Qsmeuenel sermib, Hiled@h b, HhsGWw HeSHHMGSLD @emLLILL L euuTSeL,
MNeor  HewsHOGLD eubhs 2 ulfleormsaest QHTLIFHWTs OHAWIEL WOHMID UMD  euemy&EHGW
@6tTm) BID STEYID LOEBNGH60T 61601 HHHMG 2 WTHGHIUSTHELD 2 _6T6NS).

BHI&HIS UGTTHLD eUFLTMHMISHG (PHMGW L6 ]S EDHLD

S(HLOTEOl6HT  SUSMIHRIGATNEL CLPGITOMD  SIEUSMTOMeTT  BIHDD  SIEUSTID  6T60TLG  LHIGH6LD
WEHHLGSHOID MBS USTID YGW, gy QMG (W61 HBmeL 1(HHHHTHS
GHUILULEWD  SIUSTIRIGET (L (LYEHLOWITET QheMLD (FaljLoLd), LM (euNT&LD) eT6oim 2 uflifleunhiserieor
QLY SIMDHSHF. ML CLPGITDTEUG SUFTLOMET BHIFIDLD SUSMPLD 6T6oTUH UTH SHRsSD LTS
D6B1S 6UIGOTNEL SIEMDHS HEUFMTILD Y, GLD.

urdh eNevm&lest &muedled 2 6Ten NG THMNGT TEFHMS PLNGFESTONCD SO Db < Ui6)]
QFWWL  SIMEHITSH6N g,g)eﬁrrsu eNHMIES QBHESLNET CHIHMEHMES C&M6g (HhHE LTS
epsreangwly ‘Gammbefler M AMPESULGEDTISET. QaujsHer GOILNGLD @euelams LoeNsTsern
SIS 2 WyUpD, S SLUIGWITET CHTTLUUMSEHD, HHS Crmon QeufsHer 2 L e0led QHHHSTHLD,
Qeuser 2 L edled eumed Q@QHLUSHSTE  HeoLwimend, [l BHEMIGET QST UTSHENTS @6UTSH6N
QBHH(HSSHEOMD ¢T6TMILD GSMSHETMETT. HMHHTL UMETHET HGHL MIbHGIETET (PMHSTEL D63 6uTmewT
GCammiflefensnd &meir Fhis Qe&HHUS SOPTHT BIAWDWL SeuGMILTsS 2 uNjwyy  HMeNIedlsst
LigHemeowird GMILINL (ReTernssi) 6T6TLmSHS & ermnuleVMLD.

Qeumpeimer e Smel AGHH  Heveurpalwimer UIH  JUSTIRIGmET G S
BISIDD QUSTISHSHET allgubleney HTaIF eNHMID WOHSUPL &HvHS Henew GMILLGI ‘LD6sNS60r
160TLG N2 uNjsefleor 2 uNforL WHMID UFEITOSSTEL UNTES AMLHG Henev 6TeTUCSH Y @GLD.

Om o ulysefler eueny&HCW (2 uNjwory (W) uflemol) LeNGeT eaums GM&EGeu @
Sl-MNenenn 2 UNT&H6T HHH WeNGMID OGHSUWD &0HS HeNELIITS BHIFLDD USTIHMS 6D
ST (LDIgHMG|.

Qemg QLUINNGGLD NFLTs, @QUah LG PN QL&D  YI(HSEH&HE  (LP6,
QUMDHS LD6oNG6T6dT LmSLILIL RI&G6T (LpeTCeurmg. eolGetT GMSS QWUIaNMH&Ts ChIUed Ufl& Cleusim
galLer prienLd Gojhg  wiugmeuled  eNghepmesl, FeumeiGL  GUUGeLT  6TETLIGUNTEL
QleuefluNL_LILL (BererTent.

‘@reni(h oIeLeLG TN QL FID  UEINHEHEREHGS (D6, HMETLEHS L6NG6T  HL&HSG
SUNH&STENO(BHG 2-60&H60T GCoum BIGHEESHGL Lwewid QFIHSHTE NN FamSMSG. H6Tm)
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2 e QHS Hemev HMETLHMS L PMHDWID  WLIOTE Q@OEHSH, GOWILTS, — @6iTenmil
weNgemers sally Gaum Hev WENGTHET UTDHSSTHS FamIHeSTMEO."2

Wmame  welgjsafer WUGDE CHTHMEHET PV, FHMEHML  LoeNlGHeslleoT  LOFLIGT)
NpésmensEnsdGd Siey &ranld CuréEHed gule CULMASTEILFMHETES FeumsgnGL  CuiGeom
UTHEFHG GHTUL L& eUPRISLILIL (H6Teng).

@Qeusuflensuiled GOUNLLIUGL SIHSHS SHUSTTD  G6NT6TSH  HeTenLOW|6Ten  LO6STISH6TTSHe LD
SIHTAUFH QUMDET SOUSTIONSHAD, ABSSH SD&Me Weflg Qevnmer CammGum GaLlisiey GUTsTM)
STELLGLD H([He6s eUSMILD sTereyd LFLML 60160 GMILLNL (B6ieng).

I

Sm&TeL 2 UNJIUS &(HHGHSGmear SN (PFHL @QeusaHemT  HeomeT QHTELSHTLNLISSH 6L
o uNjwry GMNHS QFHST QL DCAUMIAGTDET. &FhH @eVSHIIDMTET LflUTLEL (LPeLmey  Hlevd
SL e  H(HLOMEOlET USTID GMGH FamId HHSHHET, &Fhd LPHSLOILPTHeNeT 2 uNFLoL
SiMeaNwedlsr Ufihglee| WOHMID &g LLseiler Lsnereumsd uflumLedlsd GOIINGWL  H(bLomed
SIUGMIRIGEMET &([HS (WDIGHMGI.

GOIUL ST
FRISLILVMS, UFUUML606d Hhomed QU@ Qeuauifh - Heremi Qenewnl @&LD
CLoms6or &hH&IImeRes, HMeiled eefl, L.7.
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