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The Role of Imagination in Sangam Literature
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* Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT
Siva90950@gmail.com The richness and excellence of the Tamil language are reflected in the magnificent

literary works that have emerged throughout different periods of history. Among these,
Sangam literature stands as the crowning achievement of classical Tamil literature and
is celebrated for its unparalleled literary and cultural significance. The Sangam corpus
vividly portrays the life of the ancient Tamils, who inhabited the Tamil region for
thousands of years and developed a sophisticated civilization and cultural tradition.
Human beings have continually sought to enrich their way of life in accordance with
their environment and lived experiences. In Sangam literature, both Akam (the inner
world of love and emotions) and Puram (the outer world of society, valor, and public
life) are presented as inseparable dimensions of human existence. Language serves as
an indispensable medium through which people express joy, communicate sorrow, and
share their thoughts and emotions. From these experiences arise literary elements such
as imagination, emotion, ideas, and artistic expression. Among these, imagination
occupies a prominent place in shaping poetic creativity. This article aims to examine the
nature, significance, and distinctive characteristics of imagination as reflected in
Sangam literature, demonstrating how it enriched the literary and cultural expressions
of the Sangam age.
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ST EIEDI

SO  QMHuNeTT  HMHMLEGE HOHMLEGF  FNOIONS  FTOIONS  aleThiGLme
SMeHCHMMID  Camerdiwl  sellerhl@ QeSHWRSMTGD. SeummIeT  FLOlpeTeneTUIle  SleL&LONS
QeonI@LD, spLiLUMmM 2 WijeysmL Wereursl CuTMHMLILHLmME Fhis @eV&SILIMISTTEGLD.

&(DLI6®) 60T

WellgesT  ueeLmUATD  YEU(RSTSHS SOOI  eumTPHEH,  BISF&HSHASHTL1q.60160
BeoLLullerm)  Lssorum (B euenj&SienL b Hlemevemnuid FRISLUTSSANEL SMEUIEVMD. ST  6UT(LHLD
HLO6L  SlglitemLuNed eumpeluimey eueniluhdd N6 STLHCHTMID  (LPUILSHETDT6. USH(LPLD,
Umapd ey eumpeilssr Nfl&e (PQUITE SIMSHIGETE QHEHHTDET. 2 daGHms LALDPNGSS
Slrsmsl NMBHEG 2 sHSs QM QeTMHILIMILITSSHTE MLDSHETMGI.

Qemeusefett  SiqliLemLuNL GCHmeTmILmeUGI  SHOUMEN. 2 IEFS. &(HSHE, CFTELELML S
Gumetm ULeLEUMGLD. QeumMMmIET 'SOLMET FhSHSTEL L&SHeMenL Gl eTeueumm AmULDOMI QbHSC &6t
SUI6UG QRIEG CHIHSHLONEG NS GTMGI.

SMLENEST  6T6TEYID  QFTL  FMIG  QeusEwsHed QLD  Qumelevenev.  H(beLpevifledt
SBLHATHHE ST (UPHETT (PSHELMTHS 'HHLIENET 6TETNID  CFTL  QUPHRISLIAUMMIETETSI. "Li6ne6or
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cT60TemID GaufEFQEFTLQUIMEL LNMHS 'LH6STa], 'LmeTSHed 6T6iTsnID CQFTM&6N, 'SMLIENET 61601 C&M6L
2 @UISHGHID QUTHeNeL FMis QeLEAIISH CLIILEULNSSETEITS @\(hHS60T.

SMHLIENEI 6T60TLIS| LDGITHS60G PMMEL. 2 6TaNGHm6uTLl LIgnehHenIsGSL @uieoL Heneouneyib,
BeLeLG M6l LImetThGHIMTHGLD Lhlems HlemeouNevid SiFHesT MHMeL LeoLiLi(heugieuon(h.

SIWILAI(LPLD SHMDHLIEH6UTLLILD

SONEh6T  QUMID  WILQIRIGCHT  SHNeMFHUI6T CLOELRIGETTS  SIMIDHCITMENT.  SIEWILIUMRIGHET
BIDLEVETHENET Sl LILIDLUITHES QST 6n6). JFDILIURIGMETS SH(HLOLL LML SHGLD D6 D61 HeL
SOMGeL SMLIEMET. &TLHHID SHSHL QUTHemeT HensTNDGS QHMEIE 6UDHG SMLIEHET 6T6TLIS]
HevettgelT GCBGCH e QUIT(HemeT SsmILO  LIQUTHONL & LBa(hd SiILUGHMS  JHMEUELEL
R(HAUDT QYOHMELTGLD 6T6TM| LTSI b. &GULCTL QWM FomI&mimy.

On 2 ufflemsaiedl(bhg wWweNGemer CoumUGSHS &STL(Haug UMD  SHHLMETS
HmCeanun@d. SGHCUTELGe, MM SMLQID SMHE eNeMhGHHID 2 Wihd Shumersd SmGeor
MG NOFLOGHE SHealEemsr GCaumubsHs ST HHmE.

smuener UMM MlehT&efer &5 8|
souemet UMW SLIMUFAUNEL  RSILILIQUWIOIEDN. GWn2 60  ¢T6isyl Qe QY miHed
QEmo&eT @LID QUMIKETMENT. QUGN  6TTMID  CFTOLOMISHEG QeMEIUITSES SHHLIEHET
6T60TERILD CIFTELEMELUILD GWini2 ) ¢TI QFTELEIHG QEMEILITE COIMIMIGHLIENET 6TMID CQFTL 6MIJILD
LIOSLI (. eUJSIm&esimy LwletL(h& SIS mi.
smuemet UMW Hb Qsmemensullener aas@GHNEG (LpeierT GCeoufLlavbleumys. eIeLEOILILD
QLwieoy CumeatComy smuemerr UMHMIG Fadlul SHHIHHSET. Levsodleumed UMD @uIHSTL H&emern
2 GMaMGHHL SHHHHIID QUGERISGAHTTEHL LML SGD HMHMEL SHMHLEN6 6TesTLIL(HLD. SHesur(Lpeen @eveons
QuTET&HeNeTT  &(HSSHIIL QlgaIhSHmeT QMEUGFHID WSHSID, WLEHDPEFH almaalsEssd Falgll
QUMSUNEL LICUTH6TSHaN6HT 2 6usmLDLiLig&HeneaTll LsmL &G SimG QaumimismLeme TerliL(hLD.
smusnerr LUMHM Ceur_avalmfé amild &(hHSHIGET HL_UBIL LD CQFNHHmel. USTEUS),
“LO6UT (Lp&H6eL eNeiuteuen] CHTHGLD SHeuoILIenL_&&
selehetiledt QFUIaTBL LsGNes LemL LIUmmHmed
SMLIEHTUTN6T 660 6eMGeUUIMGLD."
@gIGumev  souemest UM CemeLBTL(HS Hmestmieurenysenest QHTETEMSHET  CLHEVLD
QUDUUL L. SlevauMenms SITEUTeVITLD.
1 &HUMENS SIS Heneareummmed SlgLliLenL & CHemeum@GLd
2 GMLABE@EGL. HoDFHsE@sHGd SHmealqald HHLGUTEH, wWLIMHDUPD HFlYD  ShHha
QMM MILUDLLLEF CQ&FUIIS HHUMETIITGLD.
3 2 GUMLAWSTM &SHSHHFalql aTalled 6T60mev LEDTEH Semud UOLLUNHGS SMJ6ILoms
@Q@LULS SMLIEn6TT.
Qeueurmns amIWMIGSIULL aNHSHE@pHGSLLULL 'SHUmT Fhid QeusHHILImIGaN0 UT6TsH g
aeuitleuaNuiey SO (BLD sTevoremInm HL-FSHHTMRG6T GUTeL eNFaNd &meuurLiL(h&eiTmeut.

2 T EFHWLD, &MHLIEMEUTILD

salleng, o auFslullest Qeuefiun®. SIBHGSGHIM  Lfleud SHUMETILTHMED  @6STLI(LPLD
SI6TTLI(LPLOTET 2 6WITEUKHET OIS  EMEIUBEGSID  CUTHIEUTETMEUSTLD.  €2606MEVULT  HLOMT  LD&6ST
QUmERFTHSHT QDHHCUTSH MSWMOMIS SHORGUWIO] UITES  @Q@BLLY.  h60TeL,  GLeumuim
&S 6uledt Sl6uew 2 ey HeNeng eugelled QeTMID HLO&HGS STLE HHHMS.

“@enenGuIMTy GLMJ euemenGuimy Q& muIulimy
HELEONLIMLD O(BLILNET QLDELEL EUMRISILI
LIM60T60T GiL_IT60T LIMIQ.607) S46udnulmer
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QLeTEnLD CHTETM YL s SL[hS
eueLGeUM FMGHG60T LOMLUKS LN6sTemm
WPeLEmeLLD L SHCUIT 6p6LemevWLT BTLGLI" (UDLD 242)

6T63TM Ab&LUILITL 60 GLeumuim 8178 & 6u1If 631 &ML S 6L Gg el
EOSUIMIBHENELLILITL OTGLD.

816L6V G| LIE06TTH 6L

FRIGLILTESEMN6L  @6L60G LMETHEONS mDhHGleTen  SMHLIMEIGEHD @I LD CUmmeTernenT.
eueLeNeL epflemuwits GUITMHM EUEBTLITEITT LIMq.U|elTem LMBTenmmhmIiiim_edlev,

‘Geupd flpgs aN(psASTEmL L L&A

Guipeurm wypemauemwl QUGN IH@LU

LLEMMEmeUL! LGJ&HSmeL W(HL Ig eUFMHMEmeL

Gapm uet eflp euuiev

SMEM Lhms SIGID Qsdmitd e

e0aNed Coul L b eueobLBE HHHCHTsH (UMD -152)

61601N UGS QeLevg Lsmarseondlil  SHLUMETHEE QeUSAILDNSES HoDSHTDG.  spfluled
eNeLedled QbHEH NMIHEHTMH DL WITENET €R60T6MME QHT6TM QIDSHSHBIMS)I. WITENETIIIGH 2 L 6860
sar(ppalll UmSHILCUMHS leueudGl, Nestestil CQU(BLOL6NOUIS Q&TETMSI. LeOlemiIs &medTmLI6oT6uT(]
@@ Ustaflomemsnsd Qasre&mg. Capmusicwmsamn afipdd QmiSuled ybHMsL HL&GL i)
o (HbflerT 2 L 600 GQ&FeTM CFMHEBTMS 6T6TLIG LiGved] LenL GGlemen Lienesihgleny @eueummi, HsLD
WQWITHUDHMMUID SHUEHETT QFUWIG Leveu] epflufler eNeLeLMTMMEMEVLI LIVEU]T LNETHE HSHTeUS)
SMHUMETIITSES Faml|eTarend SMULMHL UL §6TMMEGLD.

8) 60 WIL| & & D LI 6B 68T

LyesoTfledT SSBTEHIHMIL LML Qeonsim @enwis smHenL QUITIMSS STLHQITETENML Lievedi]
sMHuUmes ST UL GSHE ST (h&Hermmy. Beol Quiflw Qumilens. Qeustefi eumemen L6
QG (h  e1R&HImg. QuMlmSS Smgulled Q@BhHEH bHTOJ Sibg eumemev Wemerrt UMM
2 GUENISOHALUTHLG HmeT CHTHE BLEKGTME. H6oT Slquilest spedlufiemest eumeneniisst MHS
SUNGHEF Qgetm aNBCLM 6TMERF CLDeLEL QDELELS FHaTTHG HL SHETME).

Q&M Semws SOUMETOFISTD UT] Brengullesl BHenL &G 6] 2 616D  FamISH6TDIT].
smeueL NGHS eIl igsmieT LGHID HeiTeustt eTeueumm &6oT g Quimedlsmwil 1oy  Sibmgeumrm
Q6LEL CIDELEL BLLILINGEIT SleleuUTm SihG BHIeO] BLhH CFLMGTHS FamIS M.

Bell@L Qumilems GengGeul QAL (phd

QUTem6T QeuTICLITS & 2 6TQIUI BHT6nIjS 6o

Slguif emIGeL e LIS

SlqUievld LFa2 M SHemeuett GCUITELE

Mol RGIRGHHIDD"  (SIHLD 276)

3G - SLEVGM - HMHLIEDET

SIGLILIML6LG6T 2 6WIT6USBEHLD, SHHOLIENETIHEHLD THTUMTLILLD 6JSHSUPL Qameni(R  Uig LIGCUMTTSS
@6tTULD LWSGLD eumSHUTNEL HemLDhHGl6Tenenid SMUINMESFIWSTESLD.

LGN (H WBenHeim Gemeveusst earsmaUNM CUTLERFSTMID uhGID, QI @Lohs
BTHLGCUTEL HIETLMID  HeoThlemevemil  Tevuremil  QUBHHHMTeN. H6TOBEHFCLD H6d@ LMTOTSHETMI,
SIGTULD 2 WL THEGHMLS SIS Greopui QFTELOSTMT6ET. ML GHSFHUIET &6meLaTNCIUICHTLIS 6D
QUETRFMTMSHEMTEID, Q6TCAFTHSHTVID  CBEHFSHADG Ut 61HSHHE CFTOLOUD  S6USHIEDT
Caamned 1% Hemevallenill BTgdF CF6TM| JMHMUPMMSTEL UG CHITHS.

“@MIUL splsmev HimILIL Hlebevemev
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HewrGHmy Gumeolt GummHMILS [hleord&Hulmedt

Semerneh co16L6LGeUTT CQHEHCE"

6T60TM| SUSHTEOIMHMIEL OGNS SHEUISHTIIETTT FamId SMHLM6TT MULNDSFUIS).
&(hH& N6N&HES5SMLI6M60

@etupd, Qememoujld @ere|eus&He0 Hlameoulmmeney.

SIDAUMPEMSID, DSSHTET  QUT@BaTlily eu@BlDd QFeeuwy @meUL  UMDHNSS
QETNWIEHOWITGHEST  6T6OTLMHE  FhiS HILSHEHLD, FRGD WHONISTEL HILSHEHD  euedlumisH
6UMH G| 6TT6TT60T.

“HEMELILITENLDEMIL BUIDLL. 6T1(H & GISHFamILD
BHOMIEHETITLILITLC60medTm)].

MEUSLCHTMID @6TTLILPLD @ememLou LD
6TILIGEM6IT BILOEOI6H SLAU|LD" (Ibfh.46)

sTasEamGleing.  ellevedlefleom) UG SHenewoiuilest  Hlped  Newphg  CFeoTm)
IPugHCUTL  @6TLUpLD, Qememduld  eNenphg ADUID  6TETM  FmMiul  LeveuFledT  SMHLEm6I
eNWIINHGSHUIE). @UUTLsmevLILITlg Ul Lev6uIfl 60T Quuwiy Qg flwenNsvemev. GogyiLd,
&G WMhHengwimfler UTLeOl @QCH &HHH QeuefllluLssmeumeond. Qumilens [Bifled et
@&am  eufl, elemgelled TN @EHE QLD QHFwMDL waohE eNEHL  GumevL
QUTHLAF6ID Q@hHS QLD QAFHFILMDED WenMUD @UICOLN6TIS 6T6ITLIS M6,

“QummGer

eurLmi eNedt QUMlend [HTLILIGTI
@G auflunm Q&G (HM.16)
6165TM U &6 66 & & 6TM60T.

@Gilé).ll‘rg] Qenenio, @a’rrum Qum(m 6 @g,eﬁ]u_le)_lﬂ')rf)\sifr HlemevwimenLouNenesrd 5g')|_|6mm Gm(.,@u_lrrasa's
FamieuGHeo  eumuilevms LDI'I'LF;g,U @@5(8&,%" 0&s  euMpe| e Geusm@m amug,mm gmgg,g,
6\ (IH LD L &\ 63T M 6DTI]. &rma;uua)emjaam oanflesT QUAIGUWI 2 uNj QFELEID 6TETMID 2 CTEHLOEMUI 2 6T H S
QNGO SH6vTIUIGE LI 60TM6UTITI.

“HELAUT(H SIMIGLD eLeVsL GulwmmHm

Breufithe b LenemGum eombuiliy

(Wemmeulfil L@e_b"  (Bh.192)

6T601% Fo. MG

Bileor eufIGw Lemewor QFeLaUGICUTEL oanfest NG 2 Uy CFLEID 6T6oT  @UI6TIT6NL LU|LD
Qw5 gls  FaMujeter  SHUMEISGHDD  CUTHMHSHEEF. QeUaImDNe 2 0&SHH6T  SIPIITS

2_GUUIEHLOSHEMETSH HT6oT 2 6WI(HLD 2 L QUITHET NGO SOLMETOFIIS FadluleTarend &([H5HMS
aNa&GL CHITESHD SeNLDHSHTGLD.

Wig.e6m]

6N  QUMDEHMSEWIL  NeoTememingsd  QEBmEL.  Fhis  QeESHIWRSHT  &H(HSHSHYID
sHusmeTUIgId  CGeommis Q@EBUUSMHSTET  FTIMSHTEHEE Hev CHetiglefadem WL HCL QhGS
SIUUL (heTerent. &emeausH WEHPEF FRISLILTESET Q6ITenID 6JImenLD.
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