22
]
=
et
&
<
e
O
=2
<
42
2
=
-

R

V) gjaesss sbip uciigyp

I(h INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL OF TAMIL

GMFaMID LOJLlEL &6 W&EHD GMeUEhHSH GMSHHULD 8

w. meflefl = -

2 101G, sTerv.0.600.Q 1. SO, QABaTHEUTESD, QF6iTEne6s-600073, @bHUIT

The Tradition of Fortune-Telling: Agavan Magal and Kuravanji Kurathi
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dr.nalinim@gmail.com From ancient times, the Tamil tradition has included the practice of seeking fortune
Received: 18-06-2025 through ‘Kuri’. Tamils consulted fortune-tellers to understand the cause of unknown
Revised: 25-09-2025 suffering and to foresee the outcome of impending wars. Women who foretold using the
Accepted: 01-10-2025 ‘Kattu’ method were called ‘Agavan Magal’, ‘Kattuvichi’, or ‘Kodichi’, while men using
Published: 09-10-2025 ‘Kazhangu’ were called ‘Velan’. This paper examines the continuity and differences
| between the Sangam-era ‘Agavan Magal’ and the later-period ‘Kuravanji Kurathi’. In
m Sangam literature, Agavan Magal placed paddy in a winnow, invoked deities, sang of
mountain prosperity, and foretold. Her prediction that the heroine’s physical changes
Check for were due to ‘Muruganangu’ caused great distress to the heroine and her friend, as
updates recorded in Agam 98 and Kurunthogai 6. In contrast, the later Kuravanji Kurathi is

portrayed as a positive thinker who instills hope, declaring “What you wish will
happen”. References in Maduraikanchi, Kurunthogai, Agananuru, and Natrinai show
that kings rewarded Agavan Magalir, and both traditions used a ‘Maaththirai Kol’
(measuring staff). A key difference is that Agavan Magal is depicted as an elderly
woman, while Kurathi is young. Thus, this paper establishes that the tradition of
fortune-telling has evolved continuously from the Sangam age to the Kuravanji minor
literary genre.
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WP DI

OSUIUPHISTEOHEASTLGL SO INL &GN CHLG aIp&GSHD QHHEH eUHSHIETETS. ST
QHAWTE  SI6TTLEGLEOL QGHGIOTLD  UbHSHH sTeueumm 6T6rm  HOWD  QUITGLLISD, Gumy
BLESNBEGD HTLGHHD (Wigellsr Hmd GMNSS Sbweid sl GHCELE MibgieTerer.
LG amib (WemmuNed GM Famild QLG IGHEUGT LOGET 6T60TM AMPSSLILIL (Hetenme. S (HaN&a,
Qameds eetm Geoum CUIITSHETTEHLD  SMPSSHLILIL (ReTaTe.  &LPHIG CHTENER  &mMIFaMiuioleo
Geuevett 6T60TMI SAMLPSHHLILIL g (hSHMT6T. @eufsHen @GN Fadlil QFIH QA TeLSTUNIL HIHUTONEILD,
Fhs QeusHlumsaied Q&S ude| CQFLWLULGereater. NM&TLHH GOHHIUTL(H 616D
AMMLSGHII  UMBIUD, HELDUSSHHHT 6 2 MUUTHII GO 6D 2. MDD  GNEamID
APEESDGS ST (Dol GOSHILM 160 GMD 660N HEVLLS 2 MILEOLLID H(pe]l @en&Lum_ed
&0hG CamMILG GO 6D NJUEFD. UHMEGASTLJHGH BHTLSLLUMMIG UL SHSLILIL L
GMeUEHE il HMHMILGHILRIGET QEGSMEaMID LOIEHLL LDHMETDHMILD.

&L (BLD SHLPMHIGLD

S, BPMIG 6TIMID Q@ PMD&SaNL GM amid QUPSHSLD LGTenL. BHraied @ bhHSI6Teng).
Semevalluiledt 2 L 60 LMMIUT(HSEIIH, Sl6iTenesT aUbhS QEHGS SM6UIDd WTCFHer DD Qur@hL (B
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SIHEUCIDGMET  JDPSHSHIE GM GCaLlumer. (pmHHL g CBLemeLUN(H  FHemevallenl 61HCH
SIDTMEUSH SNGHEURTIDGT QFUImIGmeT NaNGGILLIMG LDEDEL&HeNET UGG LMg  (DMSGHe6L
2 6mem  QIHELEMEL  TEUGNLILTTS S  GMCFTLOITET.  @6leuTm  SMWNSHHIL  UTHSHEOMET 6T
SISHEUCTIOGET  TETLILILLTelT.  Gemevellullesr 2 L eOmmIUTL (K&H@&SS SMJ6uID (P [HSHEUIRE 6T6TGmm
NACHT] S6vIhIEG 6T6ICHT 66T GMFamieume. Leisor] ieienenr Geucvemsns Gameim(B Cleuerim_ed
HaDsHH SPHEG cpeod GMCHLUTET. SLig6T CLPITSED  SlphiFHTepewsTa|n M Gl L
QEwIglenwl

&L mID SLPMIKMID Cauld eTeur (CIHM6L.1065 : 3)
61601 QHMELSTUNU HIDOUT SiqUITed SIMILIEOTLD.

Gefluflest  (WPHQAUEILTHS GSM CFTOID  LOTHMT LDNETLSSHS C&HTEIHE UGS
WmsHHGL MigQpeLemeLuUN_ B 61HCT Hemevwsemer HMSHS CHULMSHSGSU NTUINLE eupur®
QFIIGH SIHEHELEMEL HHHTEISHTS 6TetulentTl 6TEhElIME 660TM @UEHIE  CLOGITMETED (LD (hSHEWIRIG
eTene)ld BmeoTHMUTlest LNMQOST CHTCILITE R FamLLBeusH &L (B 6TOTMID (L (HSHEWIRIG 6T60TM| FomleoT
2 L Gt Geuewemest (UPBHSDISGGL UME BLSGID UETHW) SopssH CaMNssasHnd
WHECUELEGF AMUCALGSSH e(HS SPRGS SGOLUUTTULS SLPMIG" 6TaTMID HHMIEn6IUNeL (288)
NetT6oTS G HIITUICTIFTLO QUIT 2 600 FoMmI6I].

aHrsme Hapmeal (WP OIGLGW SiMhGH FambOUTGBLE sLGeNFfimd S WomHHeo
Q&MEh&Dd QBeLemeull LPLL mausSISasTEIE QFTLULGL GM SLGUUTTSSHE eTeamid L&
AW CaleuesT SLPMHSMILGMET MEISHSHCETEN(H CFTOLHGMH GM HLPMEG 6TTMID CGTELSMTUILTWI
SIS QUITHET FamIFME).

pmHHeL QBeLML MAUGH CGUIOIRISEMELILITY 6Tewlenl UMHS S (BalFs sramid GM
eTeoTumy 2 .Celem. (GMIHOSTEns - 23)

HETENIH6L LUTHS LIFEDHED H6ol(h i60T6m60T
Qg QuetgQpmh QneL(WeiT BHES

&L lg60 GHL(GLD" - ( M - 288)
(pGHleumils

Qumieusd Quegomgy NFLNedy Nif @

(WP (HSHET Y T60uTH Cl&HETMEO6T - " (SISLD. 98)

Gumetm LML6L 9ilg&6T QHemesrs GgeileyuBSHSHID.

Qeueurm sL(RUUTTHHOMGCL Qe S HaNFH e6MID MPSSLILILLTET. @66 Gmedr]
G6VLICILIETT 94,560160T Q&Mq&FH 6TeoTMID LNDOSTELSHSHL GMEUEHE 6T6TMID SN SSHLILILLITET.

LosmeveUeTd LIM(EH &6V

FRIGSHML  SGHEUGT D&HET (PHL LMSTVE GMeUEhdl oauemy GMsamIdnHE  (LP6dT
QFUIMIGmET SMPSHILILMGUICSHT(H LDEMELEUNTSHMSGIU|D  LIMg U|6Tenesry. BreflevsHlemEnd GmMiehd
Heold QuUIMamSUNCELGIL QUATDTETHID JNEHTETHID PGLD. HIewilew &EHEHETEHD GMIEhE Hevlndasern
LILDEMLDIITETTEUT&HET  Gmed  Geollbuer  emevbhlevgdlest  euenemnemnwil  UT(heudHed  CL(hmLD
Q&ITEHuTL_6eNTs @\([HHGI6TT6rTelT.

3IG6UET L&EGCHT &6 &G

eoTeY& GCHMLUILIETEST HETR6T(BR Folhd 60

SG&6u6tT W&EGeT uT(hs uUmGL

Qenenild UM(He LUTLGL ey

HETQETTRIGETMLD UMqul UM GL (GMmIb. 23)

G amme @B @UIUITL D SISHEIHTLISET Demevalad Lmgul QFigemul HMeNGHME).
SHeng

emwU( LOTELEUEM UMG.63T6T Q&Mg&&" (373)
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61601 HMMIEMETT LITL6OMEL SI&HEU6H &6 QBMq&FH 6TIMID SEMNSHSLILL (BETeNTe 6T6oTLImS
SNWWPIKRHDG. Q&Mgq CUITETD SPST6T GLIEHT 6T6TLGH QUITHET. NMHSTELHHL GMeUEhH 6T6TM)
SDPESUILLL e QFHCerm(h CFJHF cTaMSHHHHH. 6UEH eimmed Q&mg. Q&Mg  GuUTeTD
PG GmeU] GeoLQLI6H 6TeiTemIld QUITIHETUL. LN6oTeoTTeNed GMeEUEHE 6T60TM HEMLDSHSLILIL L ITET.
GM&amid Ul  QFTHT GDaUIGeoL CUEISHMTECl  QhhEHIETeTeT) 6TTUGID @ eUTHET
LDEMEVEUEITLD LIMQ.63TI) 6T60TLIGID QFH6eThE 2 6GuT6nLn.

'SIbLD UMl CHMLH LIGTLO6VI]

bOIhGen Gamemev BIHOSTY ABHHSMS

G6OTMLD LITLT63T S, UN6oT

61607 Lwl@eh QFWw|Gom Geuevm@ SieuQeumGul” ( gml. 244)

6T60TH UML6L QeudlwimLed HspsHSH, SHHEG Qamah GMEFTONID Gl LDmevaIeTLD
umgl a(heL QIS &HHMSE).

SIHEUET D& Famdil N6, S6iTemesT CaueLemsn MGG Gleuafilm_ed H&pGHHeuTer. Q&
EDLOIED Q&ML QLIETITIEDISHGL QLIBHSI6TLD eNemenelLiLGm@GLD.

'LOWIRIGIWL

eowm QUG MES CBTeUEUED o486

Sblqll NeaTemID " (SIBLD. 98)

CIETEAME  ASHTOINI. QIHSHTURIGMETS SHANJUSDSTSH, HEHEUTLDEHET Q6D QAFHMLDS
wemevalard UTEL CuTCsH SIMHSTE KNS WemeThs CHTHMW SMIHESTMS (23) GOIUNGEHDSI.
'SlQl] G6TMGHMG QetTeyild LUT(HS" 6T60TM) SHEU6H &ML LD FaMl WIMT] HS SeUf?" 6eo1m) (FaNedH
Ml CaLusmM@ QLI QFLHeaimmer CHM. SGmend QSTLIhGH AMSQASTEH Hetm Hemevaildhs
UINBHEGL ABGSHHHEHS FHSTLURIGmET BRE usnre|sHE eulfl Qg (pmHUBHSH6TDITET.

£g1 QuTfisib Heoamss GBwD

SIBEUET  OGET  CBELEMEL  (PMEHHOLQL B Fmevallemwl 6T SiwFdHSH QFeld QFmLRS)
LD6meLANETLD LIMg QHELEMEV 6T6uTemNS: GMFaMIMm&BUND EGSM Hemevalluler 2 L6 Caumur (H&ESs
SMIEOILD (LP(HSHEIRIEG 6T6a1CmM CouGmmy SWIRIEG 161G QHHGSGLD WTN Fhi& QeVSHEILISSH6L
6hS SI&H6U6HT L&EHD FHemevaluler @QeuCaumum(n HMeVEUEITL QUHSHGHETM CFTETSTHI Ligle
Qevenen. @&6TGeLGW QUITIeUeL QLIETING ] (SH&LD. 98) 6TeoTMID F& CQLOMLAHGHETT6N (GSMIh. 26) 6TETMILD
GCamfl GHUNRausTHEE FhHE @QeEHWSGHET STEU(PEMG. CUALGCUAGW (WHIHS eumuleneo
o emLleumenT QUM  FamIeuHed 6ULL  HEUGTIDGET  Hemevallulles LIMIUTL HEGSS  SM6EUUILD
W HEBTMIEG 6TeTm G Fadeunmer eTaImID (SIHLD. 98) SID6MEL [HTLIq60 LOEMELUTL 6UT(IPLD GTHIG
SNHS 2 @IEOMUIS ol (HMELNUTNET HTHED) (WDHSHEIHEG AMWONLMeLCI! (GMIb. 6) 6TEHID
Qumrpen GComeaimeyd CHMA aldEh 2 01665 - AMSCSTH HMH&S ST (LigHME).

Q5FHmEI GOILITENS HEMELEIHT HMeVall HTHMVS GMMDEHH LSIINGUSTWD FHenevaules
sMemuUs SMUILGSHQISTHELD 6166w QIBHSHID Henevaillenwi|d CHTHMUILD FRISLILTL L L6
QWG| 6Teng).

'Ber 2. MM CHMUSGL LD SMIIRIGMeTS FamEDOTIHET. QHmensd Genevelsst GaL L6
wimedt 2 uNj uMPHeL NfG" 6T60TM Heneve GI6dTLIMISH6BTMIMENT.

QeMQsMg 2 MM CQFeLELEVID LNMGI 6T6uTS

STETAS(LD BT GaL Lo

wimedt 2 uNj euUMDPHL UGHETNMID HG" (SISLD. 98)

gemevedl] GeL Qameil.  Geulend OGHWTID 1Nfley STIEUIILLTUILD  Gl6oTDHM 2 L 6L
LMMUCL. Semevell UDM  ISH6UET G Sl6TeneTuilld Fadlwl &GN HmevalsGn CHMHSGLD
Qu@hGeTuLmL  QB&S, LHsTLHHE GDEGHS GMSHCWT Hemess GGM C&FTL/ID
QuetsTEmITeEGe STEuLILGHMDTE. 6160V GMeUEhd HMMGEHWLSHMID [ HenerdsHH HLSGLD" 6T6Tm)
FalemGenwicoihl MM 2 mIGFHeueT  QeLemev.  HeLGLETITID MG HG — BLOINGHBULL L &
Falg WIeUTTTSHEYLD GBI (LP&HF HHEHEM6u 2 6MaTeUaTTSHED LshHLSSLILL L 66T Gmedehs).
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BB (PEAMRIMS CBeLeVaMNHG Gl Teu(heur

WOHHQeLT(H LIgCHeLENEL (LPETCetTemer HLDGLD

@Bl QBHELEMEVWD (P&FaMICFUIG 6RTFaDEmM

@rLlenL UL eTeturemnesGUNS eememMULL. §LOGLD

2 _tTeuTT(Lp6sT Geuemalllnenevll LNelTememnui eUbhGHISG ST

2 cur&&lerhl eTevurentient S(HLOWD @emLOLIN6NEL 68&Fa(HLD

6160794606001 GILIMRIGET @6V &6IT6vTIOMT Ml

s16GMNFUINMID HULTEH QEGMSTEn DG (LT HiIDenD GmLb.26)

usE Qevs WG Hev (G

EMFE EMEUTIIE FLOWIMIGET SLOUP6T epeIMIUL (R LMIDELTES &etui(y ettenr] SHeNg Hleorm)
QeMj&s  SHauiLenel. @euall(p &l QesHmGaNed BHIulsd BHTIEH UTQISSHL LML LU L
uTLeu&efled & aNFH GMFamId LML 60&6NT SIewrLiLi(h&HleoTmeur.

Gmalehsl Henendd G CQEmsTarHeimed Genevalu|d GCHTPUWID QUIBLLEHE] 6TUIGIHETMEDI).
Hemevall SIPHIL SiETNSHEL6ITHDMETS GMSHHGL LfleeaNsgierTenTer. Sl S (HLOL 6016V,
SL(HaN&s @R HuleL 2 quenld 2 wih& HenendHd @M CEmaIeaIsTe LSe| CFULSME.

SLBNFH sLCLME

Fymy sen&Hm HevQmed LNigSRAGAUIT

Geugm eNHFeNSIT QWIHeNFTS &GLOTeUTUIL

CuumuIly (DL W6 6T6aTMMeT (HMIW SH(HLOL6L 20-22)

LB alFsl G@M&amd QMRS &Gam&Hed Heo CHeL MNigdHF eananid (WPerGer eNulfs gl
aNglyeNgjs Il Gumil Qi Sl ss HeT msamwl GreumuiCe meus g Nl Ger guajD
QuWITSemeT 2_emL Wledeaml aleaganGal Henevallulle 2 6D LiGhEHeUeo 6T60Tm)| FoMIHeTMTET.

HmECaHTmauTHen S (RenaligHed, &&SUPHMI HMHMEL, sL(HaNHEH &Famed 6IMID
SEOMESEHGIIL  QFIULSEpD JeumMler 2 ampseEpd sSLG- GMFamsHL umdil QFS&mens
Fo. M) H6OTM6T.

B g5 e SisTen6uTLET

Q&s.(HaNEs Qemmsmsn® B

61GHIUMTENIEH CFUIHMICHTT

&6M@pHd QemMEFSID HTCEUETLOG (4:6:3)

6161  UML60l6L “HL(eN&&slullest  Qumflenwl BOM  Qeulwmn_enidb@ euemns  QEuwngi;
QeueMwm(® SHed FMGHEH MG SHeTEHLD QeNMEFFUD HTUTST" 6T60IME MFQ FLOWIGH6HT LTHLL L
WP HEHIRImS  UfILG SO0 2 L 6TumqerDCUILTD.  FH6T QUIBLLTE Q&S (HaNFH &amigHeo
2_GUIEHLOUIGTM)]  6TeOTUSMEHL  UHe| QFWLUL(Getangl. SHed GSMOCHL(Bermerner e6oim Q&S
QuOUUBGHDGI.

UmuQur@meT G0

&M FamHEOleL QB FMIHG GOILIUSET, LUTL6V&ET &Fhi& QLSGHIISHETEHD DS
QEMLIHS GMeuEhs HHMeosHuD ecumIuUNeD STEILILLLTEYID D666  JeUFSHGSL L&
QIPRISIISTEHAD GIemTSH STEhd GMHUNGEHMS).

BTN FREUOTIQ UL [HEL SI&HEUTHESH

CaQnm@® wr HFM - " (223 - 224)

SIG6U6TT  GATNTEHGD, HSHMTEHEGD LoetTeorel  LfFaNHmEG 46 @QeLSEWMSEHD LSey
Qaiigleenest. @UUIEL &6 LDGET LDETETIENISHE HeLEVGM QFTETESHMETS @\(Ih&HE6VITLD.
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'9I68T &(HMIG6TEN6N SGHMG L6Temm

SIG5660T LOG6MIT

LG Ufl&6L OmesT-— (GMIb. 295)

'9I&EUBIL LJHS SH60TLT60T-—----- " (SIBLD. 11)

— 156 B Geueug et QeusnGaHTL
SI6TTTEU0T6D LITEOEDT FFUILD 626301 LO&ILD

eueMul6or GeuCTIILOMETT LI 6TUNETI6OT" (H&LD. 208)

CumetTm  UML6ED Slg&eT  SiGHeuetT  W&HeMHESG  WedtertedT  CQUEHLOUIAD  HLEHW®SHS
&MU H&HeTmeor.

1330100 £: 18- 31 (30

FRISSHMED SHEUGT LOSEHD  GMUEHAWD @QHeu@;BGL masulled S CaHTL  eTamm
06US (B HGleTTersony. HlesNued QeueturennNmLId 2 ML WGTUI @\ ([HHGIETENSI.

‘CeucnsamL & SMICHTEL iGede W&Haly" - GmIbh - 298
QOme®Y QIDLIET HpUHSHASTTIE SNISS
HIERIG &6 HMICHTL aImIhIGmD WHNQATTEH" (SIHLD 97:9-10)
'HIGICHTL SHEB CoUTING.60T -----nnmmmmv " (SISLD 208)

S — LT&HenTEH CoHITeL
gh& MN&EFaemL MRS (H(HSGSMHDTVEGMEIEHE 3-5)

GumesTm LSl GHET 2iG6U6T W& (LPHL Gmealehflealsmy amaulled HMICHTEL meusH S ([HHSH6o 616
2156CaMeL MG Henys CaHmeL sTarmId GMILING EHeTment.

©meuEh& aMHMeLSEH SemLOLIL
SLIqWIRISTT6T SL6Genm euetenGenm Leuest eu(heueng DI
@end QU6 €R(H&HS HTHEL QSTeTEUTET
GMHH AUGMS
&MNEaed - Hlenerss &M
Senevedl LD6TLD ALDHE LFEEL &([heug)
GOHHMUS CHlq SRS - GMEUT QUHSHED HEUTHET 2 6nUIT(hH 60
Qe UTLGmLS FHemevalsnerll GCUITHMIGI]
SIG6UETT LDG6IT

HEMGLEUEHT - GHENELE &HITH 6D

Coulsms, eueme] BLlgdh SN G& 2 L 60 CQedgHed, CFMjgHe0

BOOMT QFaNeOGSHTI G CoHLL 6D

G&MCsLs SHIbNSs Cumgl SIWEASTE Hetmgl (Sibeg) Camhl GMubiefg eamre
&L

. GQO%rj@ QLA 6TEITMEVILD &6VIRIGEL

o HEMELEUET G CHLLIMEL et 2 U eUMLPSHEL SflG 616515 FHenevedl aU(bHGISH6D.

QevsEmsaied L (HL6LeTEH QeTmenad &L MH&mIL LUGSHseaield Hrmomseaiid GnésH
ol GamieUeNGS SMEICLNLD. LTSN LD &L QuUEBLUIHD QuDHDm Q&GN Famild QLETISET
QUMDEMS FMETLGHH LNGa|D HedlalmL h& STEILLGEAME. 60T0&G BILL D GmmbEH HMeiulied
Qu@p euemy&Es se(heem Q&H&BMLHHL GM CHL 6L SHHONLL &)

GOalEhs BTL&SHT QMG UGHUITeT st ARG url Bl Gemevealsnsrl GurmMIL
umg WHWPWL FTLAWNer  FLHwrs Qemereyd  @WeuetT GG BLeDd Gl safgyid
Senyuum_esosefgid @L b QuMIEesTm6T.
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