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Agricultural Traditions Reflected in the Ettuthokai
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dhanaramana21@gmail.com Agriculture encompasses far more than the cultivation of crops. It includes the

management of land, water, seeds, manure, crops, weed control, and crop protection, as
well as agricultural implements, livestock, veterinary care, horticulture, forestry,
fisheries, household management, and the social welfare of farming communities. As
food is one of the most fundamental necessities for human survival, agriculture has
always occupied a central place in sustaining human life and civilization. The
Ettuthokai, one of the major anthologies of Sangam literature, provides valuable
insights into the agricultural knowledge and practices of the ancient Tamils. These
literary works portray the close relationship between agriculture and the natural
environment, illustrating how farming was carried out in harmony with seasonal cycles,
water resources, and ecological conditions. They also document the use of farming
tools, livestock, irrigation methods, and crop cultivation, while emphasizing the
importance of agriculture in supporting the economic prosperity and social stability of
Tamil society. Beyond its economic significance, the Ettuthokai reflects agriculture as a
way of life deeply rooted in cultural values, environmental stewardship, and communal
well-being. The literary references demonstrate the ancient Tamils' sophisticated
understanding of sustainable resource management and their dependence on
agriculture for livelihood and social development. This article examines the agricultural
concepts and practices recorded in the Ettuthokai, highlighting their literary, ecological,
and socio-economic significance. The study underscores the richness of agricultural
knowledge preserved in Sangam literature and its continuing relevance to
understanding the agrarian heritage of ancient Tamil civilization.
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Gouenmegoienin 6T6oTLG 2 LDeYSHASTLAL QamLjumes Heod, By, eNeng, 1@, LU, SHener, &L
waOweainmemnm LG GHlugever, QaumConh 2 0elsGsH GCHMmaITET &S, &TVHnL &6,
SMOHOL  WGHSHHOUD UHMUD @UMnS eUeMRISTTHIW CHTLL 66D, 6uer 66D, L6  6uerLd
umOIULD 2 166 LITITLIMEN LDemeTUilLIEL, D&&6T Heveumpaiied ummibd GMSSH aNeT&@GaSTGLD.
NG eor 2 uNFeumpsd CHmauulmer WHTIRIGENED 660N 2 66 HMeT 2 MHUGH CFUIU|D
&SHHTe CHMHeLTs Gealenmmauend H&PEHMGH. QHHmaw Geolemmamemnd GMHSH Fhe Qeosl
L(RHOsTmsUNL QLD QUMD QFIS&ET HevaiMamms FamieusTed Q&eL(Hen] LS ETDE).

2 evorly QSTHHCHTY 2wl QesTHHCHTCH

&S 2 UNJ eumpd GCHemeUTem SlqlilemL G CHMAUGET CLPETM D6 2 6016, 2 60,
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aNenerallIugsmHEG @Qedlilenwingg Heopd B eNGHL Hneyd HGw. Bl 2 &
@evemev; 2 uNj eumpPsmsWD @evemev. Heopld BHapd CeIHeTeL HTCeT eleneta? Sleueilenen
QuUTpeNEeT HTGeoT 2 oyl QUTHETSHET. 2 cooteumsd 2 Uiy Qu@BHeUCsH o L by, 2 Lbferm 2 ufy
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Bieuenid QU@GBSGSD QULH(LPEHM S 6iT

steleueney UPHGULL Heors Q@mbHTed B euend @eveons Meold HMUILHL IIGTETG).
g HON_ (G eumaTsmd GChISGL [Hleod eTUCUT(PSHID LWl SIHD 6T60TM  FamieUSNELMEL.
Bemeowimall Lwler FHUMG e60l6emm  6THTUTTSHSH LD6TT6IG6TT DSHSCETT 6UMLPHED 6T6TLGID Guleong).
ShGHEOI6TT L6 SHTESMen LGHemwis Caihg Hjeuend QUIBGSLDLY ¢, G, HEumisenear Henlnés
Geuegur(hLb.

SeueuTm S el Henevsds LUsL Cummeurmeul. Seueurm QeuuunGsmy Bnenr GCHmermib
QrE@Ger GumeLd GCHMETMN EMMU|D H6TEMLOUeMLWIITTEI]. 6T6oTm) LIMeuoNg Ul b (HEhOFLOILISDISH S
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QEWeLSTNGID HHGFUIEL 6T6OTLISEM6TT,
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LD6OTETTTH@BLD B 6ueDd QUH&ES eM6ETTSH &L (H&HEM6NS SL 161 6T60TLIS| WIMeU(HLD MW §55CH.

hlevGHemgL LcworL(h S GIS 6L

Heold eT60TLIS LGIILILL §T& HMoms  wrhel(heusevemey [HILOME  LOTMHM Gmsﬁm@m SiLiLlg
HevsGHenGLI umu@ggm@m SIS mECHIHSHUTHNTE QBHEH6.  HlevdHleor g,mmm&,mu_l
SNHG SASHG goHmeurm GCeueTmesenid  C&FUISeor). @a)g,mg,u ueL(RSS  JHleTTed 2 (L6
@& 6armeL &,rrg)(?;gpm_l_m g@mmn&,a HevL GG uu.‘ﬂl] @,pmmuumg, AFsLLGHHWG. Qeuaim 2 (pS
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NesTeU@BLOMM FaMISETDSI.
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SMEhHS NG 2 6860601 ST 61(HLOGTNSHHIS
6TETERILD HE0IHRGHTEMSHLILITL 6D ELH6VLD IMILIGOTLD.

GMIHAGTMS FamId @CIJ 2 6uUmLD
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6T60TEDID  GMIHASTMSHL LML 6D eumuieons BHID SOUWONBEGD CFUISH, HELEI6HT 62(IhE6DT
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efenerr  Heior( eNGHMG. U@GeUD &Lb UDLIUGHDTET. HeueT &6oT  Hemevell HehT GMSHS
LU@eusdled eunpmned FHMoHlsHams Henerdd eUhSSLILIGEUTET 61601 6TUITDIHMTE. 66T &L [HG)
QaeveuGeaueiigl FHIIGOM QBEGHSMTD. HM6OT (LPETT6TT SHUIL. STLE  e60Tm)  Sl6U6T  Hlemenie s
QUBHETME. @G @ gam) MeaUsHHIS ST HHGD 2 LpalHT W CUISHID Heir HevsHed
LuNfl Ceusoms 2 1pe QFWISTsT @6TGmed MU &MibEH NEWL. bHleDd LTl Hleolomsedso
NG B ausdujd @Qevemev. SUCUTCHT 2 LpeusiT GUTeL 61601 QBHEHFLD LG eNNTHETME).
QETMED  SLHG CFeLLCAUIGI HITHMG HenerrdHTGeom [{rerr QUIIGID UBHHECME. 616
senevelufett 165 Qametoi  oyeiTiNledT  GeueiLMLenL. 2 IS Heumest &Heneveusit. Q&6  eumruileons
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&Mihg QFISGHemen ML (LG HETDGI.
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QiU 2 auanHeTm Hlemew UbhGHTL HhIGET GGl JNBHNNL L FTES SHIHIOI]. @& 6nen,

QUMLDSHEOIE QUCH2_LD QUUILEUETET IMIUITEST
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upLemLY QUTLABEGHETL LS6TLABS 2 (hHESIL
HHL(HSHSMUL cTemelest FELEUWIED &eBL [BIT6lT
Cemmibleney (LPemeTRE CFMISEHI STIjesor

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 123-127 | 125
IOR
QKESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 J. Dhanalakshmi/ 2026

BeTQaT6sr WIMDG G RAUIETS SHEDIU|LD

SlEhFAUH QTIPS OTTEVILD 6T60TE 650T

&lEpEm eurmpll CHMH &Hmeuevly

SEUSSHMI 6UMSHUN6CIT 62(Ih[hHEH GUl6aT
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