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Sangam literature represents one of the oldest and most distinguished literary
traditions in the world, offering invaluable insights into the social, cultural, and ethical
life of the ancient Tamils. The experiences and values of Sangam society are broadly
classified into the two literary domains of akam (interior life) and puram (public life).
Rather than merely portraying human life as it is, these literary works prescribe ideals
of righteous living, guiding individuals toward a disciplined, virtuous, and harmonious
way of life. Their enduring significance lies in presenting profound philosophical and
moral concepts in a simple, elegant, and accessible manner. Sangam literature serves as
both the cradle of noble thought and the repository of Tamil cultural heritage. The
ethical principles embedded in these texts reflect the progressive stages of social and
cultural development among the ancient Tamils. Among these virtues, hospitality
(virundhombal) occupies a place of exceptional importance, symbolizing generosity,
compassion, respect for guests, and communal harmony. Hospitality is portrayed not
merely as a social custom but as a moral obligation that strengthens interpersonal
relationships and upholds the dignity of society. This article examines the ethical
foundations of Tamil culture as reflected in Sangam literature, with particular emphasis
on the virtue of hospitality. By analyzing literary evidence, the study highlights how this
timeless ethical principle embodies the cultural identity of the ancient Tamils and
continues to offer valuable guidance for fostering compassion, social responsibility, and
harmonious coexistence in contemporary society.

Keywords: Tamil Culture, Akam, Puram, Hospitality.

(Lo 6ot emI6miy

FhS QeGHIIRIGET &STELHHTL NGL ULLNMDWITETS|. FhGHTEL LD&HET6T  eUTLDaied
PmMEEMET G, UMW 6mid Q@ NfleyseaNed SIL&EG6U]. &S6T 6Tl Ceusiun(BLOmeTTey|Dd
eumpeLnd 6Temid  Hemevemwl rMHM, @UiLgSSTer eump GCeusni(HLd 616N  UMPENET  SligBHTSHHMS
105816 Famdlemel BLOWMLI QELSHILIMIGEHT STl Famel@hd CUTIHemeaT HOULTSHAD, TaflHrs
ylwibug 2 eopluems Hmhs QeuSHWID  6TeTeIMDd. SihE eUMSUNL FRS  @QeosHuwid  Fiflw
ngenenseailest  NOUILLOTSED, UGITUTLIG60 LSO LDT&HED 2 6Termesl. &Fhs  @evSHSHLMIS6TeL
STEWILLEGLD HDRIGET, FUPSMGSH6 LaUTL (B euemj&HUie LigHlemev 6T60T6LMD. SihHG 6UMSBUTI6L
Fhs Qs Qeus&HUmGeaNed STaeuT@GLld SIMhGealed HnHhe aNBHCHTOUL GNHH Q&HL(Heny
ST WOHUGHTDS).

iMLD

SO, QuTeT, @eTud, ey 66T  B6TG 2 mSUIAUTHL ST  GeueilliLhsSHI&H6m
BIeL&ECem  CUIlOLGHIIMIGET  6T60TM)  EUMTWIMISSLILL B6Tenes.  SihG eUmSUNCD, BTG 2 Mmid

18R Int. Res. J. Tamil, 128-132 | 128
\P;RESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 S. Thanga Preetha Malar/ 2026

QUTHETHEET smaUlil] (PemMUTNEL (WHeomeug SNWLLGIG DD WefG QUITDEHMEBUTET 2 Uiy
SO, SHG DTN  UMDEUFH UTPHEMSBILITEG. H6eofl 6N euTpEHmS (Pemm  PUNHILD,
L (HCWLTSS Wl Fepss AT aMpEme (WPmOIWTUNMID SiHS QUIMDEHDS(PEMHMEDI LI 6L
LWL Fafourenns SHMCL QUIRIGHDG. LGIOLU SHTLSHHD HTEIL LTHMSSETTEd &6 LD
gmULL GUL FICHLIg6Ted eufsefid @@dhe MW MM USTOW eueihg eujsHamer Sifle]
uTems&G CHoms Sal lgd QFSIME. SiHS CHIHH wWweNg &FesHme FIMEGL CHTHEL HMLD
61601 6@60T6MM CHTHHNGES QHTENE UHCTEN SDE&HEE HIL&HET GCHTEIMET. STPEUID LD
weNg aImpsmsUNedBhe aNGUGLCUTSH Sievgl MGt MEHHOBHGH NG Curg TSI
ghuGeug SeNeNgsit LWLV, L (GOWLIES wWelg GG  Sfsne  FhHEHHBIME).
2MHHOBHG Wwelger aNGUELCUTH HS DO  JOIMIGES 6IDEITS  QI(HLD  6T6Tm)
QehCaHTaIN&ET  HLUHSMTHHL  “SIFflied  NMPSHCHTTHEG SIMD  FadHOIGD”  6T60Tm)
GMUNGSeTmTI.

@eveumd, FMeumd QHhd Q@UeuI(HLD SIMLD 616N CIFTELEMEL Sllg LILIMLWITHS & T6oI(H6IT6rE).
SLOD &SHET 9186 UMPeUTUIMID, LM eumpaumueild eUTSEhenL Ul eurpalled MG LFSmernns
CumPUuGHOG. SIDWD’ 661  CFTOLISES  QeusHmIGaNeL  eTeleuNeveOm  CUIT(IHL &6l
&L LU (Rerenesr. ‘oeuenaled Loe&enT GMMLOeLeLTHAIHT & Q(H&HS Geuam(BLd 6T6oim Qs dHewrd
&(H55LTS GOHUNGROTDS S(HSHGSMET.

LD6UTS G & &H6001 LOME Q606N GO NNETISHGH M6

G B U (GeT 34)

sTeTenIlD Gmerlenmed SIMliemD.; Q&6 H(HHSLIQUITS,

SIMEIETL LEGeuGHIWITG| 61601 GaLLT6or

eI @& CHem 6TIuNTHEE&EL6VTD

2 6UUTlq U|LD 2 6L LD, 2 6MIU|EHLD 6LV

SEUIL_ G| @)L

(LS HTCETT(HLOGUINLIELEVEUD DL HG ST 228 -230)

steorm)  LOGUNGLOGemeL NG eTaflemoing SIGH Fuwlld ¢f wells 2 uNBEGS GCHemeauulmer
SligliLemLenl QUMiGESHE CQFIIGCH DD 6TaTMIF &L (HHMS).

S 6160TM  CFTLEOMG HELATMET, QUID, JMPEHEG 6UPRIGH6L, ChHTLTeNSGEG U(HSLILIGLD
(HHENS, HELLOMEISH, @Q6TULD, SSHWT6E, SML, CHT6ITL, HMLILWIET, FLOWID 68, ADEFFTEN6L,
SImsGgiealD, hhBeneowimd CUaDID Fammielem e6im L6 QUT@HsmeT GCUIST(LHSGEO & ([HHTME).

SO 6T60IM  QFTEL  LIvaUemSSHeTTed Lew  Hemeusefled oylphd  Mmievmeooimley  CILIT( @rhL 60T
QeI Q& Quieorsd eumsUNd MHHCHHGHEL 6TETLG  HeuCLHLOMeNeT 9ilg  (LPIg6mil

CorhosE® FLLIGL. LaMF @SS PHMDSETIL SlImIMLIL BHAFWELSHTL FULSTWSHNEG
gMUBL HeTemGW SMLD 6T60TM QUITHET GISTETETEVMLD.

3IM & &1h & 60) 601 5 61T

SeFHeT  FMIHS SMeaTHH  Hapasaigid SImD 20 THUMSE FhE QeVSHIEF
FI6OTM)| 6l QWIS & edTment. Q&mev, Q&wWweL Bemeu SIMETTSH HGVILD SIMLD
GummoUuL (heunhglenatsnemnl @eualallesSuimissm auruileonsa|nd Ml @uieyid. &esll  LoevTlGeor
Ao@Ler QFTLIY Q&meTer glemewl QFWH6ID QUTEH @UICOUTET 6(PEHD  SIMWD  6T6TULILL G,
(. Qeu.UTLGLINILOEINWET; &FhS QeSS  HMELW|D &mevd GCaTLUTEHD 1998, USSWD.  527).
uMpewied  SIMMSEMTEF  &MHOWL  CUEwEL,  HELCLMPSHHLD,  NBHGH 2 LFHHHD, TS,
QUITEDHMU]L 6D 6T6OTLIEST @UIGOLITS 6L CLIMGEUETITIGUINEUWITGLD 6T60T Y @GLD 6T6OTLIT. &)(IHeUeT(Er,6xIfl6oT,

SIMSSMET UHUCH @6ITLLD LOMM 6T6LELITLD
LUDSSIL LS @60 (GMET :39)
(TEOTEYID H(HHFID GHUILSHHSHSTGSD. QeLSHIMSEHT W6NG UTPSHMSCITHLD CUMLDEHMS

aueommMIF GLPCem(HID QHTL LML UIES 6T6TLING LDUNGLOSHMED LD6EIEIUNTHESELEVMD 2 6uTlq U|LD
2 ML U|D 2 MMUJEDHLD S6LEVG HEIL G Q60 (CoumSL ST HTLL MY, W6ENGL&HEmeD, 1992 6uifl 229 -230)
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eT6TLSTEID QFefiieomid. 6teorGeu, eumpeiliicd umml Famidlern @QeLSHIL LemLLITN6T HOHOEFUILSH6I
SIMETHFID 9D QPGS 2 L UL mG ANHG QaETeTer (LigHMmE).

e(pHGCHMDLIEL

Fh& @QesSALmGaNed NBHCHTDLUL eT6TLG Ceumid 2 awie) GG QFWeOTS
L Gwerd), @ eumpeluled SMWreEGal CUTHMUULL G "eN@GhH" 66Im CFTONIHES "L lenL”
61601 QUITHET. SIFTeUGI, (W6oTNehT QAHHWITS LHuwieujsHenen Qem(PESSHIL 6T eufGeumm 2 ugFluLCs
o_ausmowimest  NGHCHMDLUOTSHS  SHSLULLL GHl.oNGBhHergeHsner  eujGaunmend  CUTHMIHEYILD
QameTeming &mevld (LPHGCeL SN FWHMLIGH CuTMHM UTHSTESI QUDD UGITUTL (K& Famiseied
REOIGLD.; SPEHW QeLeLmGemen 2 oLl AMHMIfeL Ceusisr Leoed WOGHS LG WHDSSHL
SleneilebeLnd LG RIGmeT  MeISH&ECHTENG  auMDH6TD  W&SHNT  abhd  aN@bHH(HHG
aN(BHCHTDOUD QFUIIMSES SH&LILNETMETLTT LITL 6016V,

............... LO6TOTEL LDEO) (LP6dTMI6n

QUMIWING SMILD UGHONGBHE HUI([HLD

SEUIGlq UTLDHT SIDGlh FOMF (b.135:2-4)

greTeld  LsHaumpdled Qgeveud Q&ILLeTen alRsE&@ UL  aNBHETEm] €L
QBUIHEL D&HSENET ULPSHSHLD 6T6OTLIG),

------------------------- &SELSML EMUIMMIS

SHmeysmL aNwlenibhs) eubHaN(BHE SHUIFeU; (HM:258 :3-4)

Qaeoail(phd N euBGaN®BhGH CHTHEH SO WwHSHefler  Hemeowlmul UeoUT(H 61601
Smeuei@epeuy aNGHCHTOUL HSMID  cpeold  GgeafleuupdHiletenmy. Hallj b  AHOMHES

QUHBHMEL 6TRIGET Il 1607 SU6TLL 60T THTCHTEIIH UMPSHS, BUID 2601 JeueLMET(HLD,; GSHEOJILD
@etTuLd SiemL_ W HeLeT(HHSHlemesTl CUAMICAITLD 6TeRID 2 Lp6)FF6uTT] LITL 606D,

Qememu@Gd yyelwjbd @erym Hub

Q6L 2.mm Hed NBHEH HLITHED

RELIHEVILD (3I6LD.300:20-22)

steoromy. ehHensnr 2 6wi(h WALPHG, SHhFH QFLMSHTE UMDHG CFUISHemLL,

..................... Smse| s 2 L Guimsdt

Qed @emeoliLyLier eN(bhHG 2 66E WD e

&60CIVET FMIGIH HRIFET (SIHLD.110:11-12)

(TMID  CUTHGEMELL  LFMeOWITJ UTL6D  FHHAIME. GELUSSHegmed  GuIHMLILILL
aNBHGCHMDLEL L6t Ueopmed LerUMmULGLCUTE FUpSTL inGHe WS GHEH SSSHenIL

QUMIKETMG| sTesteLMD. N(BHHeTiHemen UFGCeummMEId CUTHMIFEVID QFHT6ITENNG HTeud (PHGEL
SLODE FUPSMUISH L CUTHMN UMGISTESL UMM LGLITL (hd FamIsHeiled eReiIMTGLD.

afl(phSlereny euyGeum@Ld (LPeMM

Qﬂ@ﬁ,@mmn o LEHUUHE SLOPTSHET ST iUl @J@m’ﬁa’;mnm QBMI&ET  ONUISS S S ESH6m6).
oﬂ(r_r,;r)g_ﬂco‘rmlj (WD FaNSSMDEL eUTGeums Gmm@m TILUSMGS SH(HeUETEHEU]T SH6TNFFLD LD6LEDI]
2_QUMIITES FamIAMTY. SlaNFFID LDEVEMT (P&THS urrljg,g,rr(ﬁa) I3 amgeN(pw; NGHGCLITEL
aNmhdHereng CHIEGLCUTSH B (P& FHCH LOTMIEITEID SI6UTHET O6ETD eumqeN(HLD.

Cmiusé G| eNEFD (WPaHHFHS)
Chrées GHLWD eNGHE!. (G6iT:90)
(TMID  @mefetT  epeuld  aN@BhHeoTeny BID  6hHGeTe] 2 LFHES CeumuBLd  6T6T&H6TM

ANBHCHTOUD SMGME AMHEIS QsTETaWIgHimg. Cuib, ol ghE bs eNGHE])
aNenL QubMIF QFeLeIDCUTE, SeuTsHener eupwsiiil Nfhg CFeL60 LDGETLHICLEVTDED, EUTEHET
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gMFQFLQID CHT aueml "¢Jiplg BLHG CF6Tm" (Hmedledm Lpigll NeTQFeTm) QUHWIEILILOIS Fhid
&ML QUPSEHLD.

---------------------- ABGHCHT

oa1l” (B 2 6m6T GV, 6pIfl HIL MIGLI

umed Uemy Ugell Bred@ 2 L 6o L 16

&ITeOl6dT 6J1p Siiql1 NetT QFsoTm) CaHMedl6dr (QLIT(.165)

sTeoTemIld  UMqedlesT  eufl&em  cpeuld  &HHTL  Campesilesr  QBMEMLGSH60TenOU|D,  FLOLPIT
QN(HHCHMDLIED LIGTIIEHLILILD SHITEIT6VITLD.

eumiemouilep|d eil@KHCHMLDLICL

H6HCH 2 euiedleDeVNs Q&S M6 GLedled eNmhHereny 2 LEfSHS HHDeSHET L &his
BeL&HSHILIMIGEMN6L STeuoTLILI(H &)60TM60T.

UTENET L (G M6US G 6V

ol ignHE auhg aNBHHEI(HESG 2 awieuass eufluisveons eumil HeneouNgid, &eir eiifsHeor
SIEHLILITENLONGST LsnLpWl eumenensd QamGeg o ewie] QuOHm 2 UFfEs QFuidenul

“.uempwl eumem Q&THSHSH Qertmid eNBHG 6TH C\SHMevrL_evT6dr...”

(UMLD:316)

WL Brel ubhs aNphSeram) 2 LsféEsS 65T LMLPU TN L& NeUSST6T. LOMIBTEHLD
eN@phdleuny euy, eeites Q&G 6T60Tm) CUITHSHCUTGI, 60T WIMENIPIIL G 6M6UGHE | 2 LIFHSSHT6 61601
UmBTEOIMI eLpeold SINHEISASTETeN (i SIS

alleng QHELEMELE F6OILD G & 6D

aNGhdHeanps@ o muall  Srelwbd gHLwHm  BHeneouilled, LMIBTT ONMSLILUSMHSHTS

mUSHBGHS Nmg CBeLdme 2760l QL BS GHE 2 auaunsds &sHe @G o sruler
omesoienL @UILTL_ 60 CUEGHMS).

‘Nm&HHG MeUGHSH(HHG SHlemerenil 2 7ed0led QL (H& GHH.." (UMLD:333)

(T6TEID LML 606D  QeLevsHled o @LSNGS Sresibd  Soh el L Hemeouled, Ceum)
apuler engsamas CeNssH mausHBHS HeneaemiGCul aNBhHaI(HhESETHEE FMDGHSHSH SH
u&  CGursHeny eTeTUMS QFHeNUGSHHMG. Ceyd, HmumemOHmILLEHLUND  eilliged us
@eveomaN_Lmeyid, eN(BHS6] UHSHTL 6ILULIGUITIS HUTHESGL LML  &HVHS 2 6uIsnel
QIPRIGISNHETE Slienl. el LrflLid  sLemsl QuUOOTG 2 UFFUUMISET 66N &his
QeusEWMmIGET GMOULNG S 6TM6T.

@rea| Chy all(bhCHmLDLI6D

@Arelev sHeme gqml_ei@m (ot oﬂ@g,@s‘o‘rmljg, Coakd aupssd HUpFeHaiLd QUBhHeHE.
2_6U0T6M6Y (LDI.q.Q;gJG)ﬂI_@g) ShIGF Q&sugum (Lp 60T, "WIMTeIg) UL et QeuelCuw Q&S GTSeTm?
etetTm) eNevre), SiGeoT LN6TTCL HGHeMeU ML &G6UTl]. 6TEILINS

“‘wevly L@ eumulled SiemLLius SL 6By eumell] 2 afCrm (Ho:UmLed-142)

BemefleNled Fal aN(BHSEOITH6T, UHSTEVID, &N FHhisGeNeT GMHEHMEGL QUTHLLGSHSTD6
Qe &SFIL 60T euTGeumm) 2 cwrell L 6uTj 6T6dTLIeNG @UUTL6L 6ufl SIMHG Q&meen (1Pl HeTMmE).

(WP15.6{6D]

‘BHCH LGlemD" 6T6Im) QUMDHS FhiGH SHLOPTSHT, HOEEHTE aUmpealms el Ll NmHESTS
QUMPAIMSC QUIHLENLDWITSS SHhSle). B Qulmers @D QBHELENGSENMI, HT6HT 2 6TU6IITS)
REMMULITHSS AHWILTeH QSTHHHHID NBHCHTOLEOET SlgBTHLD HT6T. P60TL  @6TTMMIL
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QUIHSTHSHEIDMETT 2 V&L, FMIG HTLHSHL QBHHH CUTHTD HG 2 60T601H ON(HHCHMDLIGL LIGTIIL
@etm BHOWHL G @eLemev 6TeTLCH HFTF6OIOMeT 2 65oT6mID. PUNHID B  (WP6eoTGeurmy GuImeTM)
BTUPLD SiHG Semeollmul eBHCHMDLUL SmGHHenerl CUTHOIL UTGHSTESLIUL. Gouesu(HLD.
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