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From ancient times, human beings have lived in close harmony with nature, and
changes in the natural environment have often influenced their thoughts, emotions, and
behavior. This intimate relationship between humanity and nature gave rise to various
beliefs and practices. The customs and traditions that ancient people followed
according to their convictions, without necessarily distinguishing between good and
bad, gradually evolved into systems of belief. Among these, omens and portents
occupied a significant place in the cultural life of early societies. Ancient Tamils
attached great importance to interpreting signs and omens, believing that they could
indicate the outcome of future events or provide guidance in making important
decisions. Such beliefs became deeply embedded in their everyday life and cultural
practices. Purananuru, one of the major anthologies of Sangam literature, preserves
valuable references to these beliefs, reflecting the worldview and traditional practices
of ancient Tamil society. This article examines the concept of nimitham (omens) as
portrayed in Purananuru, highlighting its cultural significance and its role in shaping
the beliefs and daily life of the ancient Tamils.
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W EIemY

L6iTenL_LLI - &MVl  (p&6L el erm QUIDm&CIIMmUIhg euTDh I@GBEHMTeT. Quinems
LMMISVSECHHU  eflls  werpd  LIMUGEHGEDS. QUIDm&SCILMgmUbHS Weflg  aumpeiled
BLONGmSSHET CHTETMELMUTE. UMM LDETNS TEHET HETTENLD, FMD 6THIOID SIHSMOE FHTD C\SMEToTL
AGUUSHDGCENL  SmLNgHG abd @UWSMMISGaT  BLISMS PG  HUOLINSMSSEL6T
PSETemWITS QL DAUMIQIET FG6ThSEHD, HNGSHRSEOMGD. UL s ST eumpGeur(
Mererilll NemewrbGlernen HILOIGHLD LIMNTHSH6L 6TemID BHLONGeMEHEDUI CeuafliLi(BSGIeUSTEH HMDEDGI.

BB S umMiw HLOLNS 60 S 86T

BAGSD 161U eumpeled 1NesT MGG bHeitend Fensemend &eo  GMUNH&eMeor
QULHLITS  (LP6ITEDIEMITEUSTGD. Q& Q6im FG6uD ¢l6nrd GMSGSULUGEDG. HOSHD 61601m QFTEL
FhS QeusHLmGaied QL IDCUMONELEMED. SYEEITeL LT 6T60TMH CFTL QLD CQUMMIETETSI. )6T6L
Q&meLSHTULNWIT &Mev (WPHMOSTEHICL. HILOGHHMRIGET CQFTeLLLILL (B UHSHETMS. CFUILSH6M6L HSHLPLD
BeTenl  Semgsner UMM (DTS TEC AW FalgUIGTGSWD. QAFHTLOSTULIWT  QUT(HeMHSTTSSH60
HNGsmGsmel UMM GMILNL (BerTenrTiy.

“‘HEISHID UMD QUEHEH &L lg

6TERID HILOGSHLD QOMLAILICILIT(E 6T
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QlIeULDd HetTeMLD MO NFFED &FMjGLlevetim)” (CIHMeL CILIT(H 6T :[HIT.6T.39)

BLON&EMS 6T6TLG BINSSMIGET QHTEIE SHenhHemel. BHID QFLILINNBHSGSD Causmevsnilu|d,
QUIDen&UNGT G LpHemevsemeanid Qeneusss ST (Heusns HNGSh&eT smeiiLbhEHermet. HILOSS s
aMIGeT CQUEGLUTID P&l mbhg Henesealed QeueMiLBeusTE: YWHEELS &M6e0&HE6EhSIILD
FoMIKETMG).

aunergfed MUEBLD WIHDmIGeTTer @lg, Letsored WHMID eNesorSesr sumuNeoms QeuefULI(H&eL.

umenel HINGFHMIGET Slemel CUHLDUTILD LMMAISET, UD&HGLD HenddHer HmID eummied
626015660 Silg LILIenL_UuNeL H&FFUNG&60

OGSMRIGET WOMID  eureyeiten  2ajousaTeuMMIenT  eReMEUNOI(BHG  BHETEHD  S6MLDGHEM6r
H&FUNS Ge6v.

QUOMEBEH@ WLMMIULL QFWELST HSDSHHL Siemed CUGLUTILD 2am| eilenaTeilsssdelq Ul
SN GN&TES 6&6oTL(H S 6.

UDMaISEh&GS SeNCuT@G Hemeoulled Siemeu Felewwll QUMID S6iTend Q&MEEI(H  HESTEMLD
Eemsmen HEFUNGHHED 61601 QeUMBITHL LGSHHIS FamLILL (HeTeng).

AmHnsd &LLOUCLeng SLOIPT usmurl (B Heneouiled &mewr(Lplgaidlevsmev. GLomEa Ml

uGLUMes  eweold  @erlum@ur(y  WOMID  UsUT_ (B LIUSEG gou  HNGSSRSEID, FamisEhHD
LIMURD SH6TenD CSTETIIL 606 6T6TLMS 2 60l) (LPIgHME).

BHIBISSLD LTSS 60
UDemaU&emeTsd C&meni(h F@G6oD UMILLG SLOIPT aUp&EsLD. QFHemerd CHTeLSTLILILI(HLD,
BTEHLD LeTEnld Nmeummiest HIOGSHUPLD”  (CIGT6D.CILIT(H6IT.[{IT.61.88)
6T60TM) LmSSHlenemoruiuied Hroumeiled @MU (Rerenmy. @&FFGeID LUMISGD Heneouilener,
“BIeT SiedTm CUTEL LT @enL. HLU”  (YmLd:124)
6T60TM] LIMBTEHIMI LML 6D 6601M) 2 6001J&SIH6TMGI.

et HISSLD

YeT Bih$556m868 GHTeLSTULNW] HLNGHS 6UMESHATND €R6ITMTSHS FamI6ITenTi).

‘wreyd  yeTepd  Kufl  eNerGey  Npeyd 2 emed  &Hemers  LNmLUCL” @QgmeL:
QUIT (5 61T. [HIT.6T.576)

seuy  gumlemLwl 2 ulfsailed @@  uUMSUNEISTEIW  UDnUSEDETL L6 6T6aarGm
&Ll lquemenmmy. SMEL UMemeU eNeLMIGSHaTsT STLAUD HUMMDT GSTLSHE@HLD HETEOLD HEOLDSHEM6NT
SINMEGLD 61601 HLOLNU6TToN6DTT. EUELETNCL RfleMIS SHEMPH6 WIMEMEINLITT UMqF Q&FeTmGUTg LIfl&led
L ssaN60emen. SHMG SMD UoLULL  Ceusmeremulu|d eTHFULLL  Lememerujd GCrmeug s,
LD6oT6oTem6sT GHTeUFH LILITMMEG] 6T60TM)I &H(HSl6vrr). & ement,

LeTEpL QUG ULHISSHEL S6LEVED,

o _enmeflg QF6arCmMIL LLHILICVT; SiG6uTTeD

LeoGeuedt eumMuwiy, eifl (LMLD:204)

6T63TM LIML_ 601637 CLP6VLD SHMILIGOITLD.

SHEOG 316DV

Gumfled  yeoul L  effjCerm@heusnsnt  Sieusst  Wensoiedl  eilliged  emeusH H  STLULTDHMD
(pWeLHGTOM6T. euehT Qb eNBeumst 6eTUSMNEG ANSOUWITSEL Lew BINSGSHMIGET CHT6dTmIH6sTm6T.
SIFL YHhemG SVMEVID €R6TM)I. Q& 6ment,

“SUEBEUMH GITL STV SOOI (LMLD: 280)

6T60TM LML 601637 CLP6VLD SMILLIGOITLD.
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allfl&s CaHLL6L

ONflER eT6iLG eBeu] CUALAUT(PS AFFHGCUTL FHWEG AMENILTES UGB HmeowITGLD.
Wevemeull UM (h @bHleneoullenss, 'SYUIFEILIT Seremnm CHTEHE, QCHT 2 6T HMUIT] 6UIHGEU] 616518
FgaQm GCal(h 26T HmevalstT allmIalled eUHEUTsT 61607  (PGIGLITIGT  FamMieo) 6T6iTm)
QaefeyLiLi(h & &I H6TME).

UpgHenemiuned opbleny seuy afjyset eNflFfHs Col(G UpuuGd Qumpgl Qeul &y, SHemer,
LGS LTl G@mH Cumaimeumsnms QGeNLULIy sT6TLmS,

“QEMISTL Qe Hu|bD Hemesr|bd
&2l M&GIL G LoeiTm)
glsanalllu eNflESH eih” (LUMLD:300) 61651M LMBTEOMMI &L (H&HTMEI.

& BlLilg L0

Qumeng Hapelseailed gHUEL WLIHDHGDE QaTEIH A S FGOHHDG o [l
eT60TmI HLDLN6OTIY.

“6MLOHGHIEOL WITENEI 6M&HEMEUS GIMMIGHELD

Seufenl (WWr&b SEusAHS 2 (HeTed (LUmLb:229)

¢T60Tm) GEJLOMEIT HMEUSHHTL @ (HLGLTEMM, LD6tTesTedl @MULSDHEG (D601 QUIDem&UNeL L bHd
QihsnAs § HLNGSRSMTE QeL&HHIIRISND ST L LILL (HeTerng).

BIeT Gomel

HeL6L Braflenenr|d, Camem Hemeouleneru|ld SamsHled Qameni(y SHLOIPT SO EUTLDEME
BaD&HHeT].  FRSHTEL LDeoTeIHeT  CGUTT QFTLMRIGWD  (P60T  HeLeL  BHTedled  CeUGIRSHTDHMS
GemLenuwu|d eumeflemer|d CUTIESMSHMEGS DI sneuGHH6n]. QhHlened GemL BT CHTeT, elmerT
BT Gamer eteorm GO LLGOISTS,

“@EOLLD eUT@pLD BT GEHTeT Si6oTm”
(QHTEL:QUITBET : LmLD :13)
61601 QHMLSTUNW HIOUT eumuileons MLl (Lplg SH6TMGI.

mIeT CaHmeT UMM HLOLIE 658 & 61T

SMHIGET QFWIUID 6hHG 6(h HSPFHGGWD BHIem GCHMTET UTTHHMED DEHHET QUNEHLOTHS
Q&TEUNg (bHSET.  LD&HSHET  RAUCUT(HUIHENLUI  UTLPSHMSUNID  e(BBMem 61 Hlémev
QUOMITENSTHEYD SQUHENL I UMPEMS (PlghHe LT b WBId NHHONED 616D BHLOLNEGEMS
W&&aMNmLGW STaiLGHDG. Q)&eneu,

“QETHMHETGMLE Q&Mq&CHE&
Qefw Hermy Hemeo@uiy Hleothmer

Besr Hleveorng uULTSE Qeal@uifheruenseuf WCT” (UMLD:24) 6T6IM LML 6VIQ&6T  ELHGVLD
SIMIWIeLMLD.

el ummMiw KOS S

wegms@ LYIDa LOMID gL HNmel 2 6@k 6 BLNsmS Ugin® QBTG QmhHS
QBGAGIME. QoUNDHGL WNeter] Q&G NmeasGsH SGHSUTD 2 uNfrearg CFMfESD ()
BI&SMHF CFTMEMLUILD 6T6oTM) BHLOLN6UT]. Sl6TLULD H(HEHD QLELTHAI] BISHMGF CFHTMEDL 6,

“QBHEHLD HTUD FES Brusm
BHywid QsmeTueuGrTH 60TMTE HTeU6L”  (LMLD:5)
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6TEOTMILD,

“‘@ening QFUISSH OMIHIDES D 6TaID”  (LMLD:134)

eI UDBTEII TGSSISSTGHTDSI.
GUISHSL UMM HLOG S

FWHML BHevest &S NMHEHSTS euMphHG SHd 2 ullenid HMhFHaljseer, HNDJ eump &b
QUMPHSEUTHET, LNDHESTHES HD QeiTiuNeng BEHSUTEHET, FUPHTILS SL DSOS Q&S EUTEH6T
AUMEDIVESHL MR CHUTBHEHHS QEMEIITSE eUMDeU] 61601 BHLONGMS QBHSS. LDBTEIOMIL
urLedlgoitd GuMIL (B wighs efjse s Quhm &ajésssHEed eumpn Cuml QUDMET] 6T6TLmS,

“BletT Lsm&eU] HleorQleoTmT(H LOTMHMITI

6T60T6QID QUWITAUMM SPHOTT PUNWID Qevor eumpCeurGy”  (LmLD:4)

(WPIg.64600]

UoBTermmied HLOGHLD 6T6TLG CQeumid CPLBLOLNGMSIITE H6LEOMH], SITEILIEL (LPIg.6)&6TT,
CuMIs&TeLs FILMeEmisGeT WOHMID eumpelusd QFwmHUTHSECaTH QB he @0 &ep&Hs
&(hHHT6HHLNGS STEILILUGEDME. UDemeuseailstl LMGSHL, aNevmiGaHeaNstl 6260, @UIMHENS LOMMHMRISET
CumeTmeney mHesTemd - Semoulet NGOGTEHL Lflhg QamemeriulLsr. QbBLOLNEGNS, LD6vNG 60
QuinemasGun@® Q&Teg (hHS CBHIHERIEI 2 meneal 61(h&HSHSSTL(HHME).

Cad, HGS BLNGDSST ajGmGUD, AFFHMSUWID, TEHIUTTLUOHLLID RHBRICSH
NyHued&&siTment. GCUTH&E (LP6IT HeLeL HIAGHLD SHTEMIHL STFHEHGWD ffHSGSLD 6T 2 mIGHenul
SeNEss  Sw  HNGHD aFFfEOSWLTES SHSLUULLGE. @Q&6T cpeod  HLOGHD  eT6TLS)
LOETEUEOMOMUILILD  FCpS (PRIMSWILD SLGUUGSSHW 2 amalluied smelns Qmbeg 616U
2 6011 (LG EMGI.

S6Cal, Uppreammmied KOG 616G HeNssH BOLGMSES samrsd @QeLe0NG, FhsHF
FWemusdlenr  opflweo-ueum_ (R eumpewiGeon(y  Metteslil  MNemewuihd 6B UMLPAIUIEL
SIOLIWMETONGL. SIH @UDensGam|d efld empmealu|ld Qemaus@Gd HbhHenerll; LITLLDTS
allemhLg) 6TeoTLmG Q&&L(Hen] CQFHeNaubSHEMSE.
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