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nirmaladevi@psgcas.ac.in This article examines the Neitharkali poems from the perspective of royal ethics and the

ideals of kingship. According to these poems, a king, who is expected to serve as both a
father and a mother to his subjects, should govern by adhering to the principles of
righteousness (aram), protecting the lives and welfare of the people, and remaining
steadfast in moral conduct and ethical governance. These virtues are presented as the
essential foundations of an ideal ruler's way of life. Sangam literature, which emerged
from the cultural milieu of the ancient Tamils who esteemed both love and valor as the
twin pillars of human life, naturally embodies profound principles of ethical living.
While the Neitharkali poems belong to the Akam tradition in form, they also convey
important Puram-oriented ideas regarding leadership and governance by emphasizing
that a ruler must never deviate from the path of justice and moral responsibility. In this
context, the present study explores the ethical values and principles of kingship
reflected in the Neitharkali poems, highlighting their relevance to the ideals of
governance and public welfare in ancient Tamil society.
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W eTEIemY

6HS @@ QeVEHSWIUPLD JCHMID (h UMBUTNEL 6N eUTLDONLIISSTE CBMISEMETS HIT6oT
GCarermid @L b, &meold GumaTOeUMNDNEG gou LNTHUNSHSHS QsTan(hETear QEHHGWD. SieTTesr
SllqluemLuNed  &rHemeow|d, affGmsuid @b SHEusaTesl CuTHM  eumphHS UGTeHL S  HLOLT
ampeilener sowWIOIL(G NMHE Fhe &ML QeosSlLmisealgid eumpeailicd QBMIGET IlmLDaIG)
QuiebCGL. FUPFHMUSMS Il BLHSHHETM pFeT QBM NPT BLHHL CeuauBLd 61601 LMLD
FMhS SHHMG CBUISNSN SMUMISHEME. SleueumSHUND QBUIGMSHEOL LML 60&HEMNEL LIeVEITTEGLD
Sr&TsHefstt eumpeNuisd QpM UMM &(HSGISHHmen IMLIIS S (HenTuiler HenLEMSI.

QpUWgSMH SHedlullev SipF QmM

QBUWISH SHe0UNesT (PFHEL LML6e0L S&SHeneCITEG UDSHenewr &Mjhg QUITHET LD
Qenwhg UTSHSTEHIHCOHMD. SULUGH SEHE[HSHEISES SHEMLIITG QLN 6TTMTEVID  LMLICILIT(H 6T
BVhG UBSHHEGWL Hemeoulled onFer (s Geustiigu! CABMOW THRSZHMTEHS STGUNSHCOHILD.
AfleNenl. gmmIg Hemevall WwmmeLAUTIRG &Eu(h AGCaTH Ueobyeug Cume GHMH CaLl&é
FaNuig| 6T60TLG @UILITL 6651 HIMHMWITGLD.

"Q6ueL LBLD Lo6HTEuTEUEH ENlEMRISIL 62(LDESHSHST6L

B> O 2 UNJ&EMSS FESGSSUD STRCFILS

Q&meL elemenTLl LILIGST GIUILIL &IMSHEHLD
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GauL(® e1psHSTHGUTEL LIsL S
@M UsL MmN Wwemev Gay” (QABWIGMSEO, LT 118, Sllg. 1-8)

Um&UGIT(H GCUITHASTAD QFUIW 616060 R(PESSHSHTEL (LI LG 2 6L LI LO6ST6 60T
H6V6L SIMEHTEL QABAWITED Lev 2 UNTHmOTWD STHSHS FHaNmeLmed 2 L TG HHSHWD 2 6T61sSed
@evemeulLM@LDLIG, &MesT QFILG Lev elensrullest LW SiWILONSESE &FeUfHeEHme all(hLoU
Gumeumstr.  HIFIGLTEDL  HHJEmeT 2 mLul @GmIm Qe SN 2 0&5S5HSGSULSDEALT(DMS
2 UL MEAL 6T WemDU|D WemeouNed GEH@HLD. N6 HEL&HSHD 2 DL 2 6055S60 SILDLOEITEITEDISHG LI
LI6N& LD6OTEOT60 eUbHG 6UHGHISI6U|VMSBS SHMTLLMEHT CUTETM H6oI&HE WIMTeT Q@pemen W& CUTEHS
SHHS GemLIWMEL HLPEL CQFUIGH PG  LDETEOTMISSD, PemaI(HLD  6TETmISGGSD  HHbeTm
QBHSHHHMSHS FH(HD &Meold CumeTm) eubGONL L TameoGUl! 6160 OMeMeL GBI &R U(BHSHILD
semevalluiledt 6T  Hlemeveml 2 6WIfHS  (PWWID  SSLQUTIRET  UTLeL @& QUMD
youQur@GCammh  QasmLjysmLw  GOIUTS  &&aN6T  aMDeSGGL  STPeSGLD  SHTJILDTSH 60T
SpgQpM  umhl  @QUUTLEOsT 6@ UGH GMNSEE STENHCOHTD. W6NgH FULPSTLSHMS
QROLLESHHTTD @M SiFeT GUITDME, &S, BOHUSL, SIMBHTL QBM 6TeTm  HeLeLML &
Qeuwlg 2 uNjEmeaTs &MHE Geusi(Bd 6l6oim 2 Whg oJF eumpe] QpM @mGCs QeueliuL &
SIS GMLD.

FPSHTLSSHL QMDEMS (LPMMEMILIF CIFDMIDUL 6T MDGHHS CETeTenald Ner QST JhH
QL FHHHWIEI(HEG SAFFWSHTW aumpalled QpMsmensd Qamau(hy CFeeald NG (H&H6L
6T60TLG|  LDIGAID @ETMHILIHOWLITSGHTGLD. eiaUmSHUTL QUNSTL (FL6U6T 6T6LELT  QUMSUTEID GBI
Opwrg Aouydm elahs GCealmn(hd. Q&HmeT FRIGSHTL LD&GSHEHLD LDEITEITHEHL  eumpaiuledled
NeorumMI6TTT] 6TETLIM S,

"Lo6tTerTedt 2 UNFHGH LGV HEMEL 2 LHLD" (LUMLD 186)

61601 2 WINHS GBI  LDET6T6  C&HMETuTlg. (HHSMTEST 6T6edIm) LMD &FMerm) USTHMEG. @ e6or
CLPGVLD  LDGUTEUTEHT [HELEVEUETITH QBHSTEL SI6U6H S 6UM(PLD LOSSHEHLD Hevld CQUMIEU] 6T68TM H([HSGIL
HeoliuGEmS).

QIETEREU(BLD  SITFemenT  BHIDLN  LD&HSH6NT  6TelUTM)]  QUMLDHSH6  eTeoTLemGU|D,  GuTmH 6Ty
gTeLEmSU|D  QeueNuuGSHWCHT(H L (HLD6LEVTNEL  Lo6dTeoredT QBN LNMPHSTEL ieleTTH  Henev
cTetTeuTEUMGLD 61601 LNMLD CBMlemwt QeueNiL® SIS

@asmen,

"UMEITGHITSS EUT(LPLD 2 60(GETELELITLD LOGITEUT6L6DT

GameLGHTEE eUM(PLD Gl (GMET 542)

"(PEMEIFIIG STULTHMILD LOEITEITEIET &S &

Qemmetetim) MeUSSHLILIEGLD" (GMEiT388)

"QNMBIqUIEHT 6T6ITMI2 MIHGLD QetTerTTECEFTeL Ceuh6oT

2 mM&HE @MmeE QAsHLD" (GMET 564)

61601  GMENGHET  CLPEVLD  LDSHEGHET,  LDGITEOI6M6IT  UGTIRIGIU] G (PLD  LD6GT6uT6DT6  euMLDETIUICD
QpOWD, NMPEBMIULD CeuaNiuGHmE).

@M USHAUMRG eubhGl GCEJUSNGS STJEUIOTe ST SHIHMeNS  GetteonL LS (B
REIGEEQSTETEUTET. H6tT SHHIHneNS Hevteon b B (HEuhg emMEHeomed Hed HHMIL euLfued
2 wend QpMUNL HMIGH Sieue|eusld o6 Lositesresr  Gumsnr N6 HHwisbevgementgdLL (hé
Qs (bh&H SDEBML 2 &L HMGSH WILLTH Gmiblev Leimemesilent Smeold GuTEL @\(herT
2 &HHIL QB QUTHLE uHL CUTHISHEG 62 TELEMEVIITET QI[HSHFHLNGS LOMTENED &HTEVD CUHSEI.
(QBUISMHSHE LM 129)

6T60TM  SH6TEMI6T  MBWMITIH (R  Hertawmed  gemeval  gyommermuiereurm,  GCHmLH
SMVBHGS FaMIFTE 6160TM GleMMUND SlemDhE UTLD &HSHSH QUIDLEDS. QRGLD SijgFeo
6TEOTLIEU6HT LD&&H6T HELEVMSHSH H[HGHHL Qamem(h HHCABM NOPTHEUEITE QUHLLG STF UMDHNS
QpOwITe QeueMuLGHME.

@eucuensiLmen js QBN Heneveuhg EFMTHEOGTBRIEIEND  Hewoi(h  CUTUNCLS6T  HLD(LPET
FaNWSTS SMDHG QBHUISMSHEOUTET, 130 e LMLe06L LeoLIL(HeUsNSS SHTEUTeVTLD.
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"BHUISHILD EUMIEHLOU|LD [H6oT6sT) H(H6eULD
Aeuetfesr CHmeMIisned @eney 616 QMG

Ueng Seu Birlg QUL SUSH Qefl opevor

SpFCem(® 2 L 60T MBS HeLauflF QFeveud Gume @QBUISM 60 UM 130 )

‘U@ &L wrmeGWIT® snugHed GHMU 2 LpLiLimenern

GLUDRISTSHE eROLLD CFRIGCHTEV6TT NUI6T &IT6w6ur

alGaufl aNRaUNFQF@aIDIRIEG 6]

QaTRauNs Qsrheuld Brufsromn ugiGu

QBUWISM &6 LT 130 )

61601 LGS &6 GCLMsadil &([HSHNHE &L (h6w6ur.

aenre] BLigss Il usHGN ahg BRGL Gemeveusms HIUL(hS GCHTH SeuneT [HIT6)
QBEpFmeVLILI UMTE| SHLMLG 6T6IM HeOMUND SMDHS 132 QD UMLEOIYID 6N (LPTenESH
Qamewoi(h L& QD umemgulefer L ACQBMN WwHUUTEL CUTHOLUUGHDSG. (@il 1 - 7)
semevalsneill NFlhe Semevall &MWL NGHWTD H6iT HlOTLUHMSL QUIMISS @UIGOMDED 26Ty
@mim, SR (PHOILQIDMOL UTIHHS SH6OT FHOTLUSMSUID &H60T FHMeVEUGIL 63T Cl&HT6Hurlq (hhS
BRSNS SI60TL (PGHeLeLEUMEMMU|LD WMeU(HD CHLGLMM 2 MI&HGLD Hlenev &mihgl.

LD6OTEUTET HEMHGL LS 2 WFaISMETE NI NéHe S emndsamn) (PG50l HHEHH 555
Qemmaemeng QFmeLEOIL N6t e Hemevuiled Q&TEHMICHTeL LsdTerTenT CLITEL (QBUIHMEEO LT 146 il
1-5) 6160TM &H(HSHGIH Hemevailulent FamMeL QL Ib QUMIAMS. SiF& QABOUNOBHS NDPHL Fal MG
31FMaug QHTHRGCHTL L fulerend CaucuB el HJnemmuiled SiFs CQBOIWTS NDEHMGI.

QevsHWD SIMABMILILLL STHL CeustuiBLd 6T6TUSHGLD HMRABMeOWL CUTHSES Coues(hLd
eTeTuBMHGSLD Hevmwl Ceumur@ei(h. @evsHit QuT@heT SMABN NOPTHMLOUTNGT SOUTED]T, G
BeoTRlerN HMISSHID 616U SOPHIMH CHTUTLIGD 6T6im ANGHT SLOLp6GT6wIed &SHSHH QhG
BeneTlLgHGSOWG. (Fh&E QeusE UIihR eusails QEBTTmSS- &LOILP6TIIET6D,L1.30)

weNg@lemLul QUIDEDSWITET eUM(IPLD UEUT( S&HMmIFSHLHL pduiemeal QBLSGEH Senevol
uTLev&efled QL QUMD eNFHmSL UMTLIUGET cLpeoldnd  Qreni(h  S(hHGHSSmen  BID  UflhH
QBMETETELMD.  6260TMI,  LIGLUEUT&HET  HLD(PMLIUI LML 60SHETND LML EGSLD  H([HSHGHILH6D, Qg,u'_lg,ei)
HevsHHCs 2 Mw &mg&gbggm Fo M| SHemer (Zg)l]g,gﬂu_lrr&, @@wéﬂmmuug memnmgg} @lQ.IQ.IIT[D_l

RREHMWSHS SFOMIFHLOMN FamisHaier eumuileonsd SEHHHHVG UDHOIW SHHSSIL umuurrl_lqanm
CrrqursGeur  WwamUsLTeEGaIm GCmsTaalg. @&ar QuTBLE WwosHaisT T F  FHLpemevLl

Leveug&eT  en&WmE@pd g GO 55658 6160IM H6oiEgh CFIWIHT Famid &HHSH QRIG
BeneTSHHHGFUIGI. (. HEMEHLFWIET, FhG QeLSHWIUPLD LIGIUTL (K& G LPeOIISILD, Lid.139-140)

(LPIg.6Y6D]

UGG T(hEHHHCSTEIL  QABUISMSEOII LML &HmeT iJF  eumpeuled  QpMl  6T60TM
SliglitemLuiled CrIHHI HemeouNled, &S EHSEHELEIMD FHMLITE HHenGHUITsd eump Geleuniq Ul Sij& 6ot
Mesiumm  Ceusdoigit  QpMASeTTSE  OEHTL  ABOWINL  BHMEL, 2 IWITSHMETSHSHTE S (Ih 61 &6V,
RPEHSABOUIVID  SIVABOUIVILD NDLPTG EUTDGHEL 616D SIMEABMIGHET  eumpeTuied  QABMISHTTS
QeuefiL(h HleTment.
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