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A Study of Maritime Trade in the Tamil Twin Epics
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prasantharumugam@gmail.com Numerous studies conducted by governmental and non-governmental researchers have

sought to establish the antiquity and richness of Tamil civilization. Drawing upon
archaeological evidence and literary sources, these studies have contributed
significantly to understanding the historical identity and achievements of the Tamil
people. Among the many aspects of Tamil civilization, maritime trade occupies a
prominent place, demonstrating the Tamils' active participation in overseas commerce
from ancient times. In this context, the present study explores the maritime trade
practices reflected in the Tamil twin epics, Silappathikaram and Manimekalai. These
classical works provide valuable literary evidence of the Tamils' extensive sea voyages,
commercial networks, overseas trade relations, and economic prosperity. By examining
the references to maritime commerce in these epics, the study highlights the antiquity,
commercial excellence, and maritime heritage of the Tamil people, emphasizing their
significant contribution to international trade in the ancient world.

Keywords: Maritime Trade, Tamil Twin Epics, Tamil civilization, Commercial networks.

LPETEIED

LLPRISTLSHHL GMNIEhF, (LPeLemeL, (B, QBUIGEL 6TeoTemID B6NE Hlevmiseiled eUMDHS
&&6T S HevgHev eNenenhgll QUTBLSmer LmHev W&ESNLD QsTHSHE HW&HEGSH CHEMEUILITEIIL
QuUTGBL&emeT  euMhi&le  QsmauLeny. Q& OE@G UGILLIHM  (Wemm  eleoim Uy @&
2 BT (h&HGeTGer BLhHlemendH. QHCou alaNasHen QFHTLSHLMTGWD. @UL6L THm (L enmuies
QeMJ&FH  &L6L euENSHLONSE WLMMIAME. 2 6MBTL(H UMl B Ua&D  6T6armId  HmevsE
alflenLHmg. SONTSHET &L &LHGH eUmHD CMHESTEIL MG QELSHHIIEF FTTMISHET 2 666w,
SMCOTER  QHTLOWIL FTEHTMISE@HD  SHLOPTSHET &L6L eumewiuGHed HhgH eNeThiSHermysern
ceLens 2. MG  QFWHemer.  HOD QeSHWRSAND LUDBTOHIM, SHTOIM,  HHolenewr,
UL Ig 63TLILITED6Y, LOGINT&HSTEHS, HeolufeTr, eaMGsme GUITEID L @eusEWmissT &LOLpIfeo
&LV euassHms UHM GOLLSmeTSH SHHEHIMeT. QhG QIL6mLSd STULNWRIGeTTET FeuLbLLDd
DEWNGLOGHENEOWD (6T MUSGD &HL6L  euUmNsHmFL UMM WLLEEWL YPUIusTs @Q&sL (e
SIMHMG).

6u6uof1 S LD

eaNHMIGGSH CHmeu AH&HEHH CUTEH CUTNSGLOTENS 2 (Heumearg. @6 UENSHD  &Feps
ampeileuld  UILTL IgeIld  QFMPlLMIL L (pempuilenid  euewNd  QBNIUPOMMSELD LI
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alenerneyseamarujd LTOHMRISMETD gOUGSS 2 61618 USTEUF 2 VSIIDTESET6T ML S&HLOMS
SmWhGeTeTg. @& usieml(h  WLOMID 2 6MBIL(R  UNMFASGSLD  W&HSENT  CUTLDEHMS
WTCIMHMGHADGL HL6L euUENHD CU@HL UREG UHGHME. eUaMeESHmE 2 BTl (h  6UNSLD
SIWELBHMTL(h 6UGIINSHLD 6T6rTEUMSLILI(H S FHEVMLD.

SL6V SLIHG 6U6OTI&HLD

LD 65071 GLO & 63) 6L

SODBTEH c6Tm USSHIGNVID BT HLDHS 6 ML (WPenDems QETEnG QbhSSTeL
SLOPISHET SHLMH LW WMHMID &SLL eUENeESHHL M&ESHCHTHHUTHNTS  aNenhid  @\([HHS 6.
"WHET QpssD WEEeCaur( @eLenev" (QFHMeL. QUT(HET, MHIT.34)6T6IM QHTOSTUNWID, SLOLDTEH6I
SL6L &SLHG eUmsDd CLOHOSTEIL MGG (PHL FMEIDNE DHGTMET. Fhis  &HTELSHSHEL
SLODISHET FelsmeneT ‘FTeusLld’ eleimID ‘Fmeusd B et GO (RHetensn). Q&FHesGenm(h
SLOPISHET &L 6L eUENSHLD QFUIGIeTTeen). FMTeusHS Houmenid SLODBTL (HEHGS HPECSH SMLDHEI6TENS).
FeommalHEL QHHTNHGSL QemLuled Simwhgerer Q& Seolemen HP&EHHHUISE6 ST 6T6TMID
SmpUL]. Q55616@ SODTSHET QUNHD QFIIG ahGmE LEMNGL&EMeD SHMTLLTNWILD,

EHAT HSHH60 6T6TMID QUG HTNFILLL DL I THMHF FMHGHEU6HT. P HeMTUT6T &6TVI6L6D.
@66t gmeus BHIL(HEGF QF6TM UNSHD QFUIG elbGleTenTer. @\ emeur,

SHATHSSET T@ID P U 6T

QRIS FHeTGTT(HLD QUbHGerTert CHTeTMILD

Beor QuUBH SldTuLd epLfleumis 5" eTesToemN16: 41 - 43)

61601M FaMIEMG. Cgyid, umeoiqul BTG euaNSGHLD FTaussH Heysb@ CFsim euemNsLD
QFIIg SHBINWmS WaMGLL&Eme STUNIID FamHmE. @Femer,

LOTF URISD eUHCHTT CUTIHIES

&Meud HeL BT (H H6vor GLUIeL LDMIHS 60600

oa16sT 2 U WO HSHSH 2 JGeumi” (LDewi4: 73-75)

6T60TM LML 6L 6UIfl&6T MMM SI6MLOE6OTM 60T,

SeoLILFSTILD

hi& &ML QBUIGE Hlev &S QLN &6oT CHUIOIDTS QUNLL (R QUDHSIETETE]. g 60
MNettesty  SLODPBHML Ig60  QuUeTHS WHWD GCealeheoiOlig. Q& 6T  NleneTalns  QUIHEWIET LDEDDMHS
EMNGCL&GN QHUIID &L eumN&IsHeailstT &meued C&UIeUDTs MMWG. (5 BHTeT GComeueveies
WeTCeIGem HL6L alamNasHHed mHUL(B QoHHCUTEH &V 2 MLHG &0 &&geails s 6.
SUGUTE WeENG&eT QFIaID SeujsHemer STUUTOM & CFjHSH. QFH6m SMEILLTSEGE &6
D&HEpHGS LOENGLOGELT 6T60TM) H6oT GGGl Quiteny QL. Ceucoi(Bd 616oTm) CHTEUCVET FaMIUIGTES
feoliugemyd GO (BerTeng).

‘@@L Qe WMnGG 61N Hewpll CQUHLD HL6L

2 0L SHEVLILLL. 6TD GSHT6TT (LP6OT [HITENT..

61D GGG QU] FRG Q@GS 66

Sl6utN Gsemeowl ] uiljld &emNensILiy,

O6TNGLO&HEMEL”  6T60T EUMDS S @hTeoTmI; "( &Fl6VLI:15:28 -29)
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61681 UMD eufl&ell eumuileons HeoLUHST] STLHHMEG WTGCL FHLOPTSHET HL 6L UGS
CLMQASTEIEH eUbHGIETON6s) 6T6TLENS N (LPIGHME).

L6V 6U6INS & 6VIRIS 6T

UeioTemL_L SLOLDT&HET &L &HemeouTled Ambg elermidlery. HF FHetend SMHSH ASHS gOU
Coemeullmen LOORIGeneT LweTLU(hSHE SL(HLOPWL, &Hemev, Gemeu, LY, CHmewN, UL @, LNemeur,
6L, Hevld, HIEUM GUITETD LOI&HSHEVETHEM6T QFILG LILISHDGL cUaNS&ESHDGSL LweTL(h &S
o eimerenn]. &HLUL SL(HD QHMHmeL QFILQUTHDET  HEVEHLFWISIDIOIT  6T60TM  HEDLDS & 60Tl
QeUTSH6T  SIGHSTLSLLGHL Heopw Cuj QHHSHEHTSH, RS QEEHIGHE SL6L 6U6UINSG(LPLD
ueoium_ (3 uflMMHORISEHD  (L.90) ¢TI BT GSHUNEGEHDE. 6601Geu &L6L euend QFHILMHM)
QBHsme MW (PIgHMG. GLEQID aumMaD CQFPLILD SRS & (WPESUIDTEHTSTGLD. HeVMIGHET
&SI,

"SIETHEML. LOMG(HLD VWD CHT(LPSI

ufl(wps N &Hps SIbLNW|D

Sl (P& DN HBHSIOHD UNLISGSLD

QU@BHGIDHD LOGBRIGMN QUUITT &IThiS650

LrHeUs SMLlqCuwim wrlyemeser GUTHS" (&leoll : 13: 175 - 179)

61651 VLIS LML 6L Silq.&erMledT eumuNevms HMILIGOMLD.

6U6TN& GI6M M (LP & Ihi& 6iT

L6TOIemL UL &TELSHHL  UNSEHHDEG  UTOSWITSE  QBHSHSH  HLEL  6T6T6LIMLD.
SLO&SHOBHG QUTBLSemer CeuaMprGeErd® gmmind QFLgSmSU|D D BrhHselled Qbhe
QuTBLEmeT QMEHGLS QFWISMSWD QUALTHLSSEFHGEF GRISD aNHESLUULL MWD NHDEG
SlemLWmenond @UGum(pLsefleor Goed G&y GEmp LImewNg WIf&Heflest SleimemiGHeT (WHHemywing @@L Lb
QUODEMSU|D &G QEVSSHILIL LITL6L&6T &L (HE6TmeT.

"W(HRISIGL QL6 RISTUL 6T

6UEOIL ML 621606V 6T0TRISIG 6TTIT60T

LeOQUTMISSIL LmDGCUTES

WHHMMBHS LOEOILIGTITIL LD

QurglepsmnLt GuTCM” (UL Lg 6oTLILIMEM6L 133 - 137)

6T60T UL lgeorliumemeounled Sl 2 (hSH0MH  Seviewienimy  gOMILS  QDEGLOSHenIL
GOIUNLB6TemsmId  6T6u6IISHSHHHFH. LGOLU  STLGHH ghmind Qmé@GuHwimsarg C&y BTG
Qametorg, CEMPBTER (WAM, umEmqWIBTEG Q&HTHMS CUITETD SHEMDUPSHHIGET QULHUITES HL HSI6TerT6.
QoMM  (PBHMIGET cpeold FPHTL g6y HCrssnd Cumsiim GCenl. BTHSEHLMID  @e0hims,
QiCHGe&wm, gmeur  Cumetim &l  BTHSHELMID  auaweEs QST 6uSH (HbHS 6.
SLODBTL 1960 (PHGI. DG, S1H6D, FhGed, CHEG. LUBSHS QemL &6ll, BMIDTT CQUTHL &6 GUmesTm
allemev 2 WHHSHL QUTHL&ET WOHMID 2 el QUITIBL ST gOmIng QFuwiULlLer. D BIEH SN
Qmbe U, SeaueuITgl QUTIEL &6, GHeny, uTmel oeTéh@, BbMIDE UL GUTETmsmel
@m&EWLE QELWLLLLeT. GOUUTES Ul BIL(B SEOMUPSESHL AHS laTe] QMEGLOE
QEwwiUL L 6. @FH6TL  HIMDOUNSHSHSHL @LLULUDOTSEGMMD GJOULL ST LSHSTE  FlenM (LD SHMIG6I
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2 (HhUTHGD GO gOHULL G SIFMEHTEH LMLl BT Ilqed CQFmeg 66rm LSl SHmMD&ESHMS
2 (HeUM&HE 2 eenenn). QFHMEIGEHGSD S BTLEHGL QOLUND &HLL UENsHD HHS leraled
BeOLQUDDG. QFemest SevLILHSMILD,

"QYhG SETNILD eRMIG(HLD LIFLILN6T

QMG FLL &GS QgmeungGuwim flL

SIEVIH HIAVID YTUPLD eUTEFUHLD

ABTGSS@BL LTLPEH SLOHIHIL 6T b

QareuL_Cleor(h LUGh& CHMDSHET Fal 60

Qeumgen QBHGalsT alevalllpréd STy

URIGeeT (WDWSSSSIL Ussiluly Swimeoi(hermssr (Fleoll 14: 106 - 112)

61607 LML6D 6ufl&em  epevld QFHMeig  SIEMMUPSLD, &HL6L 6UaNEHHNG QUIFIGID
LwiesTUL (BerTeneng iMiul (PIgHME).

&L6L Ul - uesorum(® UflmmHmLD

&Crss BHIllged CGwimelwy eterlURDd UGHWT SODBTL(HL 6T QST QST (HhS6vr).
SLODTSHET  SIQUTSHEMET ‘WU 61601 SMNGHHeoT]. QeUfHeT s slenalled HLOPSL LGHES
QUMMS HHG @QRGeTeT CQUTBLEMET UHSD dHHHEF CFamieTeney. G WWLHWD  Qesrm
&G QUTHLSmeT QhiG C(HHHESHHUTS Faall alHm| 2 6iam). @Hemest HeoLLSSTILD,

"SeVHG (B HHENM Leod GUIWIT LDTES6IT

GCeusmev eumeI&& g eNflHenyll ULy &eoLl : 6: 130 - 131)

61601 1(HHSHIMTEAMEG. QST CLPELD HL 6L QUEMNESSHTL LGODCILILIT 6UTLN&HMS 2 (heUTH
2 afengl. @& GCeausmev UMLLLSGSTHED eUENSESHMHETHD 6TeTm GLCEOML LTS @ HHSTeYILD
uegorLm(hy UFIMMHMD DL HGIETeNS| 6T6TLUGCSH LPLOMEST 2_6TT6MLOUIMELD.

(Dlg &|en]

Seolugemyd WMHMID ENC&MeL 6TMID QUL 6mL STUNWIKISET CLP6OLD &Fmeusd BT (KL 60T
Q&meioi.  eu6wN& 2 mey uMmMILLD, (WerCemiseie Henesreuns LOINGLO&ELT CGUIEUSH6TT QULIEHIT
S WWEHEFHES HLIGWIHET CLPOUPD, HLEL 6UMNGSHDEG LUIGTLULL  LOJSHSHEVTSHATG  CUMSH6IT
GM&FID, QUTEHL ST gHMILG @MEGLE QFLIIGNEHTE SHIMDPSRIGET 2 (HUTHSILUL(H &L 6L
QUENGSHDG Sl6meu eTeueumm  Gleneor  Lflbgeor elsotusor  umMOlud  CoeYId  lemeu  Lsgorum(
LMHDSHDOG eUNIGHSe0 6letiLienr  CUTETMD SHHHISHMET L (HCLTHHIONS MEUGH UMTHEGLD
QuTpsl veTsmL W SLAIPESHL SL60 aumisd AMULMMI QHHSMS MW (LPIgEHMSI.
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