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mahilajenijebasingh@gmail.com Pattinappalai, the ninth poem of the Pattuppattu (Ten Idylls) anthology of Sangam
literature, is one of the most celebrated classical Tamil works. Composed by Kadiyalur
Uruthirangannanar, the poem consists of 301 lines praising the greatness of the Chola
king Karikala Chola, the commercial prosperity of the port city of Kaveripoompattinam,
and its immense economic wealth. Beyond its literary and historical significance, the
work also offers valuable insights into the social life of ancient Tamil society. Society is
fundamentally an organized community in which people live together through mutual
cooperation and shared responsibilities. Pattinappalai presents a vivid picture of a
socially harmonious urban community comprising people from diverse occupations and
social backgrounds. The poem refers to residents, ascetics, Brahmins, fishermen
(Parathavars), scholars, warriors, meat vendors, farmers, tax collectors, merchants,
learned elders, foreign traders, performers, hunters, and many other groups, all of
whom contributed to the prosperity of the city. Despite their occupational and social
differences, these communities are portrayed as living together in unity, engaging
collectively in work, recreation, and public life. Through this depiction, the poem
highlights the ideals of social harmony, cooperation, and communal coexistence that
characterized the reign of Karikala Chola. This article examines these representations in
Pattinappalai, emphasizing the work's portrayal of social integration and the inclusive
nature of ancient Tamil urban society.

Keywords: Pattinappalai, Tamil society, Poem, Social Harmony, Residents.
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USGHIIUMTL (R BILSH@ET  6260TM  LILIQ6OLILmemev. UL IqesTliLmemeoutled  FCp&HD  &MIHS
FUPSHHOLOTISESES  Qewdee  @LID  QubmieTemsr.  STONFULIDLUL I THHD  &FCpS  DSHS6N
SMEWILLLL 601  SIDOSGS6T  QUTPSHICUTEGS, ellememum (B,  eunewilsd,  Qsmpled  Gumem
6T6LELMLILIETNGEMNEID  SlemerTeu(hd  Qemeuuihd OMIMLCUTH QFWOULL MG 2 WITSHSHUSHTEH
Q58 (Hengulled IMTULILILIL 6)6T6rg).

FOLPSLD

FepsLd 6TeTUG “@(h GOUILL HeoluGHuNed HewoiL &Tevldns epeIm) CEhE eUTDEUSMSTEH
WSS Fal LD gOUESHHS CSTETE@pL1 SMOLLUMGLD. FCPSHWD 6T601LUG SN G(pSHenTs,
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GROURGETS, Gl&aTas GCEIHE HEUMICITGBEI] IMDS&T&HAD, CU[HHSSHN&TSELD,
UTGIBTULSSTESALD, eUeTJESNEEMSaD FTHGILD CEIHGHID eum(pd CUTG FUSTLID2 2 [HEUTHGIMSG.

[HEVLOITEIT LD& & 61T

OHSRISHATTEL 2 @l THM Feowemild sy Geum 6hHL LW(PWD QIBSSUPL QFHFWITG Lew
GUQUINGLLSMETS  CEHTEIL.  LUTSESRISMETULLD 6TMISHCSHTHIM QBHRIE @ H&H6ID  261T&HEmET|LD
QameLg uphg Heoi Cemppr@ eTeTLmS,

"ONVMIEG LNS S6L60G HVMIEG Lend MILIT
QSMLPLOLEL Gl Q& (PLOUTESSSIS
GMIULYTT QBB ERCHFUITL(H” (L.LITeM6V: 26-28).
@UUTL 60 e160lU|MISSHIF6TME).

Campisefler &eorerid

Gampysefleor fetreord Led), LeOl SlemLwimard QUIMIHS Levens& e QUTBHEI QL DL 5556
UsT] BaIHHL STEILLULL mSUID, &L ePwnsd &S gonm Qelaibr(GeHErédE igILLLD
QUTBL&mens &mealed WNGHS &hEF Fraly QEHEHGL Fraeoulled GEmpl GUITHeT &HeoTeurLomest
LeOl& &l6tTeuTld SiemL WML (B 6m6USSLILILLg (1HH &S W|LD

"HeoQurILl CUMFEHSSaN6T (L. LITeneV.40)
‘Uedl QumIGHIL UmLd CuUTEHE” (L. LMemev. 135).
61601 LML 6VIqU|ID GSMOILNGEME).

SThGHeu] eum(pd Guilmuy

Beo B sMUSHL euevons e1(PHGH Al BHretsemTHW  BTHEHL6T  Heohs Cael
Besrgem CUTeL SIGH6OTM QUG LOGTNEL LWBLET QEHHEID &S Q&MeI(HD, CUTTLILEHL &6
Qe 2 L eyl sID 6U0emID 2 ML WIITHET 6TNIUD H6UTN HLISHS lEhH eTled GUTETM
UMemeUsBeT LWBHCHTEHLD, HOUPSHLW LMEILIUALD GLIgSEL 6 Falgl LTMSHMETUD LIeLFTHS
Camplsmeanud 2.mm HETmISmeTLD QBMEIIL STPHG6UT UTIPL GUNGLUY LSTIHSH6T (b
LSESED QBHSMS

‘@ emm KM LUmE G&fl” (U.UMemev.76)

sTaTL LML eveufl GMIUNGEMGI.

LD 6D MUI6M ] & 61T

&MY eueihg Camemevsaied &FmL(plg &GS § auajiH Geusadl QFUILID LDEOHMUICITEHET
A(®HS60T] 6T6TLMS, “SHNTFML (LPEsTleUm (L. LIT6meV.54).

61601 LML 6Ll GMOUNBGEHMG).

SITLGTS6T
STUSTEHET 6TaTLg Feud QFLLITSmaTS GOIUNEGHME. STUSTEHET UT(PLD HEUFETEDEVSHET
QBHHMS “Heullusnaisd TSI (LLUMEMEL.53) 6160TM GSMIIN(HEMS).
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L6l

uggeu eteTLg  SLCoMIULGSHSaNL eumphg Wetr Nigs@Gh QAFHMND Q&UILITSHEM6NTS
GM&AME. urseujseafet  GuIGLUSaNd HuUESSD  WB6T  HIgeL  STEL&HET  FMIGHH
MEUSSLILILIG(FSHGLD 6T6TLIENS

“QBGHENETNG.E0l60 HTPCFTHSIL (L. LITE®EL. 80)

LML 6L 6l 2 6wIjSHHIEME).

&6LIWITEN & 61T

e M[rL&emend &HMISCHIHS uULued L WHGhs eapalfans HAMOLES
2_flwieurymer &eLENWITENTSH6T L6V @\(Hh%HNS

"QHIT6L 606001 HELEVTAFILIF" (L. LITE560.170)

@uurLeveudl GHUNGEHEME. QésHLaNTaisHe UTHGUSDHOASEIM LNDMT UMLLILSNHES
SIEOLWITOTLONS Q&M eJmM6TI).

Q&WUL U6t (LB6oTeujs e

QEULeUTSHET  6T6iTLG  SL6OL s N &G  Weteu] &FepsHSHavlsaraufsemers GM&ELWD
QemeLeLnGL. Hh&G BHHANQID, HeLSHECLLID uTPHM WeirdEpld, WHIHEMSHLD, WEADEACWTH
QeNans QmbHS SRESEHMLL QaTHmeL CQAUMHSS RETMIL 6T €6 UM CISMETanTd| UMD
Aol ysmy BersHed QebuLeujseaier el wWmHmSHeo soiger Getell eNememnumpd
6TEOTLIEN G,

“6UEMEVEHIT (LETMIEL edT NMLpEYD” (L. LIMemev. 198)

TEOTHIMS] LIL1q.60TLILITE6V.

21h & 6V0T1] & 61T

Coeujsenantl Uehe eumnhs, GCeouemalldenr CFIG, GCeouemallulied @Qn&lyeor  (LpFHevmen
Coeujse ool QLB UGEHESCHTEH THHSHMATLD UTHSTEHSH BTG DM REID  ibHS6UIS6I
QG HSe].

“BIT6ST emMCIWITT USLD UFLud” (1. UMemev. 202)

21601 eIHLI6UI & 61T
oaigtT  QemMESIW ellemev Faall almueufsHeT alMGL Curg WOGSMSHT eufser el (b
ey Speu® HOGL.

2 P& 6l

uemenhg — Heollemuwimed  Heodemg 2 (P&  uUmDEDm 2. peys  QFMAD  Q&WuLD
QussUpmLI 2 LpaufseT Bl HmSSHSuNst BEH Gurew Bhey Henevend  HeuUMNg  LO6ILD
o L Weuysenmil Ul SIghd, Qumil Cu&TH, 2 ulenld 2 ML IUTSHETT  SHLDMOW|D  NMemFu|b
HPONESHS FalqLIOUTHET 6T6ITLINS,
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‘@aTHGLA Hem& 2 LpaI[” (LLLITEHED. 208). 61631 LIML6VIq 2 6WIJHSHIHMSGI.

66007157 & 61T

S(PEMLI  LILRGSmaryd Nn QUTGLEEMETD 6IMTH WHSHHE QsMeTEpHnGLTS)
SHsM6ES CaTereammoId QasrThHé&Hm Curg SWLLD o aamemgll NDHEGS QaThHeHE 66y
GMMEHHS QSTHSSHMOMID L6 LI RGSsmard Hlimuinmsl ellmed oMl alm&HIm eaN&ISHeT
QUILDIH & 6vT1).

grearGmmyser, NMBILG LS S6T

QeucuGaim amsuiled Hmnhe MLl FTTCOM] &HOSSHIL 6T HHONPT HenL CLmIH6Tm
5MHHGCL 2aflGev CGUMISHRIK6NG CumTeL U6 COMA CUEHD LD&GSHET FhGET BTN  LODHS

QRICEH aubhgl GCuM @b BB WHHameatll GUTL 2 melmg WEHLPHE QeNg eumpHeTn GTmns
SmluyenLwi gay STONFILILDUL Q63D 6TETLINS,

“Ueold QUUI LOM&&ET SHELHSHETM 2 MMU|LD” (L. LMTene. 217).

6T60TM) LI Ig6oTLiLMemew GMILNGEMS.

805518611

SmaNPrEseT  BeoL UMb  Curg  elsmeoHOuHm  Sflw  FMIDEILNGES  LDELTHMETS
QOGO FadhGTHeT Geel.

‘SI(h ellemey BMID L SGHM2 WG @G HaIN6L” (L. LITem6D. 252)

eruileoriy

QUeTIPeMLUI LI ETLUTSESSS0  &Medled QFHLUUL m&UNL  ausmalhd eNleLaYd 2 6oL L
6TUNEDTI] SHMEBUTLILIL_ L 608,

“QamHeMed 6Tulesty Q&MeTenen 2 650" (L. LIT6M6V. 266).

6D GHUINGHADSI.

SH&T6L CILI(H 6161 & &IT 60T

Gemp B lgevienen &T(h&HemeT SiflGE BILTESH FMHG GaThisemerd CHmewg HT lg6d 66D
QUBBSE QFUIGI, LML RIGET 2 6nL W 2 enmulemil QUsTES, eumrseuid WHId eNemhsl LUGHILINGSI,
61556M68  LnGUflEID Qeueiim eumens FHGeumd 661N &HEHMNISHSH LDUPSHIALTS aijd &l
GamlenL b wHed QumsiTQearmaf &L LS UFLL, UMS STEFJ eued@GeTN Qenpsds LomjLiled
AW FHhged Sifihg HL&GWL affjiy e aNamhi@d IjUsmL Wl SR Cume Lm&6eleLeID
SHMEYIEHLUIEUET 6TaTNID HHLAUIIT STRISI SHSHM60 CLHEUNTSSHT6 6T6TLIENS,

“Sl(HLmeueaTed QGHeU6TSHE &S
Geuedigmild Qeulliul STeurd Si6v6oT

CamellsnId Gevureutiil HLGesT CHTCar (L. LIMemev. 301).
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&SI 618, 601LILIG] &6

SIT&HENLNLOL QUIT(HL&6M6NEH STHGLD Shuseul eug,eaLLeUTseT FifliieiT Slem(D &e6osnlenL I
SLM6MILIG HUMMDEL QFWIUF GUITL 62(h BTEHLD FHRIGET SLNLOUNEL HEUDTH, GNMUING &hiSHLD
6L, EOILILITIT&6IT.

“HeLEOMM QU6 QUIT(HET HTHGD CFHTLMNEFSH CGHMLHCLLDTSHSET(LI. LITH6D. 120)

6TEITEIME] LILIq.60TLILITEN6V.

GLPHMGHSHS6T allemerim (b

UL g 60TH SlevlelTen SIP&HIUI SHTELEHEMET 2 DL U GLPHMSHET MMIHIDIITS C&([H&SH660 cLP6TM)
§581] 6U6NIUNM6THCHT GCUTEL 2 (HLlg eenemUT(BEUTTH6IT 6TETLMS,

‘QUTMHSTH LgHeveu) Lgell @erm 2 (hL (LD
WseTH HMICHT (P61 euUflNeLGGD” (L. LITM6D. 24-25) .LITL 6D6UIF&6T 2 630115 &) H65Tm6T.

Geealsv gy allemerwimi (b

GaeugiL 61 GFeuemev YEaHEHL6T YESmen GLIsal (GU QUITPSHCUTSSTSaD  LbhSWILD
SLiquid ellememirhel]. ASDHEHHTCH (. CHTHSHMET QUaTTHSHMS,

‘CNSS §&AITH Heued ellemenumL” (L. UMsneV. 76) LML eLeUl GMUINGHMS).

G@uwTs ellemerwim(® §e6o

srallfl QYml HLEGLD FRIGING GHMMENG SHhisealsit Falener Bh&HGMSHIL LN6iT6IT HL6L
Bilet N&&HGUCUTS HeLew BHIGev 2 L 60 Hem QFUIGH HL6L aedld (D HevuiB&HemenLl g5 &)
allememumquild, SMOCWITH Qblg 6RlqU|D LEHEMLS CHTMIWITEL QUTDEMLDGET C&FUIG  LDen6soTe
D&&EpL 60T LOEIDHGH eTlememuim(per.

‘88 Fhssé SLeomqu|bd me GUTSL LesTed LighG I
SI6VAIET QYL IgU|ID 2 e SHn] 2 LPSSILLD

LTemed GLHGID LSHEL eNenenimg” (L. LIT6m6D. 99-103)

W mSBemer euLfILI(B G6L

Hafl GUTEILD QOETEMA Cu&HDd SIPG HeVUPEL LI QUETIHET HMhS &Feirearedlest SI(HGH
anhg Merm CeuelCuw QA Hlud md 2 WIfhs LMEVEMIILID HET LUSSD WEIHSL CLITG&Hemend
AmigleNnsgd ShgId CQFRSTHHET HaHEEHaN0 Q&THHS QHTHHTE QHBEGLD UROASTHSHIL CuTETm
HLD (LPETT 60&SHMENSH Falllll eUTRIS HETMEns,

QEMQSMY. (6T 0 FallNgF QFeuGeuen QeuMwim® &NQATTEH” (U. LIMEH6V.154) 6T6ITHIMGI.

(W15.646]

‘Falg  QUMPHSTEL C&HMg QeI eTeoTUSHHTIRIS HAMUUNGS — STENFILIL DL Iq 6575 Sl6L
ueLGaIM| FePSLD FMJHS LDGHET 6260TM Falg EUTLPHSMSU|LD, 6TLELMLILITNGEMNID eMMIEHOGUWITE
QFweLLL L emGU|dD Q&L (Hen] VLD Sy TmILILL (helTeng)
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