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manjulatam@srmasc.ac.in The Sangam corpus, comprising the Ettuthokai (Eight Anthologies) and the Pattuppattu

(Ten Idylls), is one of the most significant collections of classical Tamil literature,
preserving the ethical values, social customs, and cultural traditions of the ancient
Tamils. The Ettuthokai includes eight anthologies, of which Natrinai, Kurunthogai,
Ainkurunuru, Akananuru, and Kalithogai primarily deal with Akam (the inner world of
love and personal life), while Purananuru and Pathitrupathu focus on Puram (public
life, heroism, and social values). Paripadal uniquely encompasses both Akam and Puram
themes. Collectively, these works preserve numerous records of the moral values,
cultural practices, and ways of life followed by the ancient Tamil people. This study
aims to examine the cultural records found in the classical Ettuthokai anthologies, with
particular emphasis on domestic life, generosity, heroism, warfare, hospitality, and the
ethical principles that shaped ancient Tamil society. The research primarily draws upon
Natrinai, Kurunthogai, Kalithogai, Akananuru, Pathitrupathu, and Purananuru, together
with relevant secondary sources, to analyze the cultural heritage preserved in these
classical literary works. Through this analysis, the study highlights the enduring
cultural values embedded in Sangam literature and their significance in understanding
the social history of the ancient Tamils.

Keywords: Cultural Traditions, Tamil society, Eight Anthologies, Classical Tamil
Literature

P EITEIEDI

uphsOIpTHEefs  eumpeilled SDRGmT  alalflHHs Famid USHQse  CLOMEEHISES
BILGEMET &his QELSHHUID 6TOTMID ML, FhS QeusHD L (HHOsTmS, USHIUTL (B
(60D LHCQTL (B  HILSHMENS  QBMELGl. 6L (HHCSTmS [IL&aTNL BOHMME, GSMIHEFHTNS,
VRIGMIBHIM, HSHTHMM, H0HOHTNS 6T6TMID BHGH HTLSHEHD ASLIQUTHET LUMHMILLD, LDBTsHIMmI,
UAOMILILGS  eT6TemId  @Uetsi(h  HILSEHLD  UDLQUT@GHET udOD, uflured  USLCUThET,
UmLQUIT@HeT 6T6ar @ueioenLujld eNeuflHs TESHHMISGL QevsHTGL. L(HSHASHTNS HITELSH6T
weNgyser  NOTUMHMSHSHS  etewuieiDm  eumpelied  usUTL (Rl udeysemens  Qgeaflalm
61(5 & &l6M S 6T 6TT.

3ICOWH&SHS &HMeL&HSHTEHFWLD &L (HLD UsUTL(HL L&H6ys em

Q&FeUNTIWLILSSILITIG 6T uegoTUImL (BLI ugleysenens &L 19 &SM I UNBLILGI Gurestm),
‘HHGIUSGHMMUNDL UL (L uHeser  6I6oIUG  HGSHWMemened  eTememild  QUT(BefeL
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SOWAUMIEDS.  ueuTLGU  udleyder  umOwd  CHTLUMLTETEH  gOMISCSTET6SFolq ULIEnE,
HGIHILITETTENE  6TETHID LGS EHL 6T @QenenhCsH &L L LCGUMIAMSGI. 6JQ6oearmmed @émed  WIMa LD
FWHMUSSHISHS  JOHMEMEULITS, — FHUWTETENEUWLITS, 2 GHI6NLOUITETENEUWLITS,  JLDSHTEUTNEUUITS,
CUTHMS HSSHEMEUIITS, LstNSHLOMTenIUITS” (SICOWLfEEE SMeLESEHAWLD, QHTGH:27, LSS - 182)
eI 2 MISAGIMG. QSEHSHIHGAMOBGHG @B G(PUTSH LG Fal L LOMG eUT(PL o6
FUPSHMULD 2 L OMQILD, 2 eTTHHTID  FOMISCSTeTeTULUL (R NeTuDOULEGL HeLCELM(PESD  FMHS
uesorUTL (LI L6 &6 616 IMILIPIg HME. @UILGUTL (B LUHeY&ET WTa D FUNSTLSHHD &1&&6056T
LHID  NFFfmeasErd® QLDCASTHSSTOQID,  FHSTUL  HLOEOMEL  HlETURIGET ML L
Geuemenuiley|Ld Sieummlest &6U(p Qg fwimoed SILH&GLD &6MEVEMLOLI LIGBOTL| S 6MTIT &
QeueiiL(B S SLILL g (BLILNGS STE(PIGHME|. Q& emerT,

“Emy L06dTeoT] SHUNEDILD; 6TLDEUUN6HT

umL NGl ePGL vl GermGry;” (UmBTemm] -197)

61601l UMBTEMMMIL UM 6Vlq.&6T  61(hSSHIMISEMG. FUWSMLGSHeT] epeoimiu (B NerLmm
QUMPGeueumqul  LIUTL (B  BHenL (Lpemmaener  SuleumiEh] US| QFUIGIeTenT). “c(b LGILITL L&
FmHGCHTIlT  UMPONINISGGSLD  QFWOLSHEEHGSD  BLHME  (PODESEHGSD  6TemeUUILEVTLD
SIUAWICLETMI 61601 SHSLULEGEMCHT SIMEUCILIELEOMLD SLILIETITLITL Iq.65T QN (PLOWIRIGATTGLD. LO&S6T
SIEMETUBLD FEPSHIOMS Falgeump (WOURDCUTH, TemeuUILeLMD NG| (NESEILDTETTENE  6T60TSH
SHFHULEGHEDCHT  SimeuGlicoeomd UMl (B l(PLOWIRISET 61601 (USGHEUFFEOLTTS),  (1990)
uesorUmL (5 LOMeIL a6y, L. 159) GO Iq (bLILMG M (WDIgHMGI.

GumsenL LsTUGSSUULL. eNpblwl LgLEBAISmeT SmesTel(bl Metumi bL&@GLLGUTS)
FUHMISH  Sulsmwseileid), QFTLIHE  betlenser  HaDhHGHeuEmmID QEHSGL  6T6TUS)
HeoenimHmg. Q&HHm&Il  LoLCBMIGener 6L (HHOHTems HIeL&HaNeL SLomubCUTgl, @eLeomailiiev,
QameL S, wmwb, Curjerm, eNGBHCHTDLOL, QUTGHEND LGILABMIGET 6T6r HefldgHiald &S
uesrUTL (B UHey&ems HenmhH(HLLMSS ST (LDIgHMGI.

@ evsvmeilwicv

@@ FWHMUD HoHE FWHTULTE @QUHESADG 6T6aIDTL  AFFPHTULISSHL 2 aen
@ELELMMIGET  WMELD  HELELDMIGTHS  CFWLEHUSTE ADLIWPIGEDE. @6LLMID  6THHMSIL
AMLILSESEHL 6T HHLPCUNEID 6T6TLIMS 2 HMG 2 mHS SHheusT@rel] @eLeoMaNIEL 6T60TM 62(h
Quismev  @uimMleeTenmy  6TETUGID LA G. GSHDU  FHmevaumild  Hemevalu|ld eHLISS
SHHGHIL 60T Qemuwihg UTDHGID, @eveom QBMIGeme KeruMHMILID BLSGSCUTE SicuaileveumsFHlev
(T6OTMILD LOHPEFR BemMBHH (HSGSLD. G &ement,

“LDEDEUTLIMMD QUTLNEHEMES 6ELEOILITIRIEG

@maner @elad 2 aGeur (GMIhSTms -322)

61601 GMIHASTENSLI LITL_6V1q 61T (B SSIMISE TG @eveumLd [HELELMLDITS
8eLCaIE (KGN0 SIhEG QUTLGSHD @6L6VNH 6T Glq.ClHT6uuNg (5 &HHCEUGIHLD 6TETLINS,

FmnConGen WL heng Geum) ey

GCaunpglaN(® Qamplcleon(n CFedgild

GCangliaNyed Mng QFbwed CHCH (GMIHASHTMS - 242)

61601 GMIHESTEMSE LML VI &HeT QFHeNMeUGSHHMG. QevevmHHlL QeTbauuised FLOUSIT
eraomer  @evevm WmeoenLL  NeTUMHM  UMDSHETMEI]. HSSHEMSBII  LOMEHOILIL 60T, (LD GIMLOUNGYILD
2HTaug Hmevaluller GQumhle| H&s Guell HMD HRIFETEID, 2 L 6060 &(H&EHMIGET HLILLMeYILD,
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SmeL(Iplg HMIEHLD FRId HEnISHSTID, HemeveusT Gemevalenwl ol (b BR&MOE GuUl LTEISTS S
SIETLL 60T QeLeomGHme BLHHEF CFevew GCeouctoi(Bd 61601m CHMH  HemeLeUMISHS SMeMIGHHEF
QFOTMI6TTENIT] 6T6OTLIENS,

“@QumetTGerr] GLoewfl oewNUm MTLDHS

BTG (Bhl FahHeL HenTOUITEH (LDigLTNenid

588 GeombLwd &GS ¢y (BHmMsmewn - 10)

61601  BHOMIMEWILI LML 6VIg &HEMTed  MUIGMD. Q&SamMe(bhHg HenevaNluerumed i6iTLs
Qame(h, &WHLSHDG FOMID QLIDASTHSESMOO, CuUTgbeold GCuamid GCamAuNeT LTFDHMD
LOMEUUTLILD  LjeeaTT&IMG|. (h F(UPSTLSSH, QeaucuGaim GHbLUSmSE CFihHE EID CILGGITYILD
HGLOILHSSHHD ®ECHEMSHSH, QemeuNflimosd @eveom edsHmSL Netumml LEHDeL I
Pepme L @Il euTPLAUTRE, HFFWSTWSEHD, &psD  gOSNGLOUTS HEMH  CFUICLSET
BOLQUMIG O&SHGMME 6T6TLmE QeVSHILMRIGET H(hSHHHeNeT 2aGL  61(HHHIMTHS(BLILIMSLI
uesLITL(BLU udHe semsd Ml (Pl HmEI.

QamemL S MLD

HEUTEITEVID  H(HHHMOL  EMPGCOGD  WmPLCUTAHS &&aNET  MPUTSTISHNG Il
QeweuamgLIGUTeL, LNJHLIGVEST LITJID6D  i(hE@b6WITIL 6T sTaNTHEh&HEG QHT(HSHH 2 FH6|bGCUTE),
I8 FWHMLSH JOHMHSTHONDEG QL A6, FIOFEF FUPSHMLSHMS 2 (HUTHSLD 6T6ITLIMNS,

“SMTEGIENLL GLITEL €(LPSHEVILD

2ETETOIENLD 6T6TTENID Q& (5SS (HFSHEHSLD - 6)

61601 HfS&HSHLD 2 MIHHGIMEGI. Jenlp cTaNTHEHHS QHETHSHEH 2 FH6UeUCH Fend 6T6IILIMS,

“UNILIMNT&@ 660TM) UGS FeMGBLDMM)] 6TLEVITLD

GOAWHTIOU BI85 2 LS5 HGSSDT - 221)

61601 THOLMSGMS &G CHalleuBSHEDG. RBAUGHGF CFLAID &KL HFHT6L
2 GUILTGLD L6 WmQgesNed, S&QFLSS6 cLpeuld WHADTHEUFlEH eumpsned Q&FN&GSHE CFLMIGCSH

ShGLD. QFemen,
“QFLEUGHGIL LWIGCET FH6L;” (UMBTEOMM) - 189)

61601 UDBITeIMHMIL UMl el &L G&HTmG. SemeoalulL lBhg QUMD @eTusHams el
LIS E&G QHMTHSHSH 2-50aIHTL HmL &G Qeud sea|Dd HDULLNGSS 6T6TLmS,

“6R60THIHEL &N HiesNsHs &evvrentamid

@eueul] Li6iTH6I EhaiLDd” (UHMHMILILSS - 57)

6160TD  UAMMILIUSSHIL UMV &ET  &LIQSGSTLREHOIMG. 6umPL  BTuGHSHledL  Q&WIULD
BeLaNenen el 6, Coutmgiad Flememr HMHUSHELMEL 6TTMID TFHLVMS ST @6TTMIUIEHLOWITENLOEDIL
eemeneUILIT] LPGaHSHIL (LD euedlwmisHuleTeny. @& eneur,

“@AeIISE@ SUBGRIGOD S(HSTH aFF,

QIMDSHEL Geaueir(hld, @66 QIMIbHS NEUSHE,

QUMPE QFIISH HLATNEMET I6LEVE),

(PR SmemevLl Lemenoigl @eLemnev;” (MBI -367)
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6601 LIMBMEOMMHMIL LML 6VIG&ETTe0 HHGHINTEHE (PG HMEI.

LOMLD

LLPhHSLOLPTSHT STHemevw|d alfmguid Qe seusenmasl CUTHOILETETEI]. HSHEUTLPETED
HEMeLAIET  HMeLANUNGT &MTHL QUMPEMSEL  CUTHMIBMNSGSHWISTHED, LMEUTPENed  LOMLOTETIIL
CUTHMISVISGHISTHLD &L 1q.5STLL LIQUOHMBLILMSS STl HME).

O63NG &6 STHLLSHIL 651 Q&bwnhg Houg alifsleamed L HCL YGW. GLHns Qmhe
Oohsrevld, Hems Mo onsd LNpheTed eumenmed Lealhg UmSULCSH LMEGUileT @uieoL
CTETLIENG & G&yLomedt &60)60015IT6V) (IHLDGILIT6mM 6155 8165 H (BH S SO\ (HHS) LDM6Y|6v0TIT 27657
SeotenLouensst MNHGHOSTETATPIGHDGI. Q& ement,

‘Gal @DUNMID, 2a6sHlg NMULTNILD,

ShOIET SIETM) 6T6TM| QUefledT GULIMT;” (LUMBTEDIM| -74)

61601  LUMBTMMHMIL  UTL6VIg&6T  LeolU(RSHSHIHTmG. Cumjssansded adHiss  Hlerm
WIMem6uTemILIS  Q&BMETM|  LDMEUET  STEHID  OMUBSTET  6TIMID  QHHMSII W&l  QUDMLI
QuTpemgal. Q&a6mID CLUGLASL CSTETHHTCME 6TETMID 2 mI$F LMEGLGSHSTule LmGLobUTEH
LevenimHm&I. Q& emeur,

“SHeMMIETOHG LILL_6UT6IT 6T6TGHILD 2 66

FF60T EMeaTMsmID QUGS (UMBTEHIM| - 271)

61601 LIMBTEOIMMIL LITL6VIq.&61T &L 1SS (HHTD6. DMEGSSMU €2(BHHUINLLD 2 65T LDES60T
ETRIGSTTENTEST 6760 elearealuleNonedl]. SHMG AHHM QUGG CHmerm  CeuefliiL(® S EHuleTenriy.
LHeOHHMIAE Q&M MELGMEBLUICUTD, Slaemenr  Feotm  aulm @QhG QésEDG. leuGem
CumyssegHled @EHLLTET;, MG QFTMILUMT; 6T60TM)| LDMEUMEST  FF6OIM  OMSGQSMU, LDMSGHH 6L
amnhg eNamhGL WaeNeT LsmL QUEGLISHHIL 60T 2 MISHSHIETOT]  6TeiTLmSHS  SHT6uuT(LPIgHME).
8\ & em6,

‘Uedl C&fhHg GCUTHIL &HeLlemen GLITeV,

6ot euUNCmT QHIGCe;

GCamermieustt ICHT, CUTTESeNS STGe” (LDBTEIMI - 86)

61601 LMUILIML6VIq&HeTed QGHeMeUT&MmE). LOMLOMEIIL &6ST6ILDLNGHENSHEMIILILD, LDESTSHIL LIS 6MSW|LD
SleMG g, Q&meLeLTeId CFWweLmeId 2 flul WHLsHUWD QUDMISSHHHDSI 6T 2 MJ&HS (LPIGHME).

CumyQmM

uphsLOIpTHeT GUT SMHmFL  NeTummd  eumphleteartsn]. QFLQIHMS WLMMID LSHemLpLI
QUBEGL aulfselled eeimmsl Gumy HsnelseT QB GSEDG. GCuTy CeumHMILITed L&(LHLD
QFevaupd HenL &G HemeouNgyid, Gumflest QUTBL(HS CHsmeuwMm 2 UNFLPLILST gHLBeUmSL
QUAlGID HNTS G666 6TETLIENS,

‘e D Syeoflim LIMJLILIES LTSS ErLD

Quetong.(pLd NevNujsmLuimLd Cuemns

T Slgel(h&Id Mg CEFLbler (LMBTEmml - 9)
M UDOBIDINI 2 60f&SDE).
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(i GCHMLDLIEL

@evevm OMEENLS  HemLLgHG eumpeudled aN@BHCHMTDOLOL (W&HW QL CAUMIEMS).
Qre CrrsHed el g6 &Hme SUOLLULFMNE (WP6TLTS, QeLe0SHELNSSLITETIOUST 2 65016 2 6516001
N LGeuy steuCrepid 2 eneffjsenm ster afligenr QeueMGuw Meitmis Faell SOWHSHL NDCSH, HHeneu
SIMLEGD  HeOL (Pemmenill  LPHSODTEET  NeTUmM  QUMDHSH6N]  6T6TLIMGS  SMETI(LDIGHMEG).
LUGSSHemeT CLOUISGID PUITEHET SIUTHET 2 QUayId 2 auenel CPMRIGL GLPTUNL Harsssd QFevel)
CTEOTMILD  SIQUTSHET  CFLID  ULPlUNeL LSAUIL 6T  UBLITSEH&HE 2 cwieueNsH G  LISIHEI6HT6nD
@wieLL|L 60T UMLDHEH (HHSEUT 6T60TLIENS,

“‘wipellL U Lligul GLrsiilg Sibief

QealwenL H1s CHEHmeVL LGSGLD

L6060 meateaimL_ (5 2 DU (ISHTIm] - 311)

6601 SISHTEMMMMIL LITL6VIq.&HEMTED LIOEITTHMS).

QurglemioLl LI6worL|Ch M1 & 6T

eumDeNWIeded H&(PLD, BLOSSTET HETEOLOW|D Fenlow|ld [BLOLOMEL  eUhHeUGHWsHTH,  NMITed
QU(HEUG HEMLIITG 6TTMID SIHEVMED HLOGHTEN HETENDSGGSD HM&HGWL B L (HGL  CQuTmILiL
6T6TMILD HEWTLIEH L RIG6TmenT] SiMleUmISHE Q& emienanTy. Q&emer,

‘SSID BeiimId IOIST UMy (LDBTEOIDI - 192)

6160TMI  LUmBIe)Nml &L BHTMG. QUMDEHMSUND HELELS SMFLMGDTE QFUIL  LMHEFFLH6L
QL C&THSSTDEL GUITEITID, OHMTSHEFSHGS Hemng QFlamGwmag saljsHsHed Geus(hLDd
s161ml BHQQUCKH2 & FHeneowlm| eueduMISHE Q&6ITMICTONTI 6T6TLIENS,

BV QFIIHL DI puTgiLd

2I6L6LG CFIIHEL RIDLILAGHT,” (UMBTEHIM] - 195)

616011 LMULIML_6VIQITEL SIMhHIOTSES(PIGHDG. HhHenert, C&FT6D, CFUIEL 616 I6M6uTSHSHeVILD
ST  Uerd Sifled Qsmen(R, LOETLILSGUSSIL 6T BHLHGHOSMeTEHD LsuUTL(BU  LHeSHenens
56015QsTmEU|D Qg aflauL B SHSHMISGHME. Q& ener,

“Uesor eTeorlLBeugl ur® SINhgl € (PSSHL

Qumemm eteoTiL(Reug GCUTHOTMIL QUTMISHHEL” (HE0GEFHTMS - 133)

6160T)  HE0HCHMEMBL LML VIG&HET &L Iq&HSTL(HHeTmes.  LPHSLOLDTSHEM6T  HemL (LPemm
eumpamsuiled MesumOwitl v (Gl udHeisamens  QFeuaNevsSHmGeT KWISHNEG QL LM
Qgefauns s1(h&HHMISHIeTenTens FTemisailesl Ul LeoermHmg).

(WPI3.6)60]

Cm&aEL &[HSHHIHMOBHEH CFsuaNevsHILmGaNsT ufuITg LLPHELOILpTHeNeT LML (LI
udesenet SMNHHCSTETTUIGEMS. UDHSLONTHT FUPSHTUISSH T ROMIMDEGGD, QIaTTFHGGLD,
gODSSTRENMETE  HmaTUdHEGLD  AUEGBLLRIEG OOl eTaim  HNMHHDTHES PSS!
SIETLLD  SIBEHD Qemeanh rHemeoll GuUIMMILD, BT Ig6T UTHSTUIL WWMHMID &HSeNsHT  Hevesiled
S6&HMMS  QeTaEn(, 2ulflpulng QLDOSTHSSTOMID,  QUITHENOL L6 CbMHI&menL
MesruHOluyd, eNGbHTm) 2 LEFFSHID, QLL&GHNGSHUID Spalsmid QeLeomDTaEIsNL &(H50STHS
MesrummIL|D, epell NG HEUSHATTEH SHTHMOW|D aff§mFUD GH CUTHMILD, &etNHgiaID
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D&&HQUTSHETES  QUTDHGID, CFauaNesAIRGaNT eufl ugUTL (G USledemer BHL 2 0&EMGS
QamenLweNsHE CFatmieTensy 6UmS Q&HL(Hemyl LeoliL(hSHSHSHME.
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