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A Study of Material Culture in Sangam Literature
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selvimuruganmamphil@gmail.co Sangam literature serves as a historical mirror reflecting the lifestyle, culture, and

m civilization of the ancient Tamils. Among its many significant features are the detailed
references to the various objects and materials used in the everyday lives of the people.
These material artifacts reveal the close relationship that the Sangam-age Tamils
maintained with nature and demonstrate their ability to adapt natural resources to meet
their daily needs. The people of the Sangam period made extensive use of naturally
available materials such as clay, stone, and wood to produce articles required for
domestic, agricultural, and social purposes. Beyond their practical utility, many of these
objects were also integrated into cultural practices and traditions, thereby acquiring
symbolic and enduring cultural significance. This harmonious blending of utility and
cultural value stands as evidence of the refined lifestyle and creative ingenuity of the
ancient Tamils. Sangam literary works contain numerous references to these material
objects and describe the diverse ways in which they were used in different aspects of life.
This article examines the material culture reflected in Sangam literature, highlighting the
everyday objects employed by the ancient Tamils and their cultural, social, and functional
significance in shaping Tamil civilization.

Keywords: Ancient Tamils, Material Artifacts, Tamil Civilization, Material Culture,
Objects And Materials,

WP DI

Fh& QeusHWRIGT SUOPH6T eurpaililsmne NJHUOGGD HTELSHEHEIITG. P@SLWD. LSS
SO eumpeed LweTu@RSHSUIUELD QuT@BLST UHMw GMOIIUSET LHSED  HITDISHSLDTEITEnE.
FRISHTEL &S QUINmECIIT(H @eTlememihgl aMpemer GLmMESTeL HMULTNEM6T LLOMKIGCUTHL &6rT
2 IS GIS6TMmesT. GLOGYID DT> &6L> LOJLD Gumetm @WIMHens &FMihe CUTIHL SHEneT HLOG T
UmpeNH@ LWTUGLD eNGLOTE MGG AT, CH SieThl. SLCAUTIHL ST STV SLHG| UT(LHLD
aNgng  ugmuTCLI@  QTLjyuGSHDL  Lwau@SHGLULG  SOPTsHeilst  HmAMHS
QMDEMEHGF FMIONS  JenHeTmen.  HLOIPFHeT LTURSSHI  LPHRIGLUTBLSemer UMM
GMIULsseT, LLGaum Hlemeusefled LWIGTLGSSI (PEMMSEHD QeL&HSILIRIGeN6D SHTeus &l &oleotmest
SIGH6M6T SHTEHoIGLITLD.

2_[J6L

alleneahgd QBeLe0IL, SHFFeOWILD 2 lemwiu|d FHeNCw NfHAHEHEHS LweTUBH S CLIT(L 6
2 60 61601 JeMLNSG6uT. @& QEUT@BemTeL QFWLIWILILGHSTMG Bt (WOMIW elelhd STPHE HDHGSLD
sHeny 2 gedlemerr  euThSeUHEH Henes il lgesr 2 eCerm,  QeuelCGwim  SIiLGCUW  smeus &)
QD sE@LOUTRE> FmUbg CuTUSHCHET SLevg BHpeal Bpall baJhg CUTEUSMHCSHT EUMLILILSET
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2 qoi(R. BH(peumnGeom gmumoGeon Q&S 2 fedlenes HlevdHGew GLOCHTEG LmGHG, SiGHesT GLoeL
2 VEMBMIWSG Q&TEIH QBeL GMM6TT. @QGen6t,

“B(Lped (LpetTled Heve geb QUG UGG

CTMID  USFHUUTLG [Hreomed ol (P &Heimg. @wenm iy FHWTS QHTLIHS
STEIPLHTmE. il lqell WPMHMSHL 2. 06me0 neudHg QBed Quadgeny. 2 geoGumern Ul
STemeLILLD, epefljemLuwl Q&MbenHLLLD, QU HHSMSMILIUILD DHHMSUID 2 ML LI UITEHETSH6IT 61631
Wmemnestudlest  Gesremioullemenujld, euedlemoullemesiu]d  eMenssd, 2760  LweTU(RSSLILL g (HLILIEDHSLI
USODINUSS),

“ULP6L HmeLLl LSTHSMEN60 2 (hLlg 2 JEL&HMeLS

GaLped LeM eflpey” 2

glemen  QUTGBHAW  QsMbemUWmLW  Semeonmener  allpsHuig Neor 2760  GuUTILD
SmeuenluenL il CaHLOTHW UsTDenld Q&mermg 66l SIbLleh euedlenemiid GOIUNGL QLSS
2 Jemew CUMETM| Semeoljewl i LTl 6T6Tm LmBrenmml &L (h&H6m&. $6056HTemHUNYID 2 [6me6vLl
umMiw GOILL&eT smelL(B&HeiTment. epliljemioll QUTBeNgId, 2 LCWITSL URSGID QUT@BaTeDd 2 6L
LWeTUGSSULL g (BLLMS Qev&HSIMIGT &L (h&H6Tmen. GLOeID @\&emeur,

‘B BHMLY QHELEMEL ML 2 TeV6l QLILIG” °

CLAMIKIEOl6TE  CBeLEMeL  LUMODOWITSHI 2 Jevlem Q&G GO  QeUTLOTSIUL

QeuaBeLemeLLl LIMHOWITEIW 2 Je0lGe QL (B QIUq5HH601[] 61601 2 [eLMETITH &H6LEOICEL Q\(1HHS & 60681
&56015Q5Mems GMILINGE SIS QevsHiLmsailed 2 remeoll MM GOILLS6T BIFDLS STelLBheUSTeL>
S155MVGHL &S QUM 2 760 6T1HHmEW UL QUDNOIBHSH 6T6TLHMEST MU JHIUTHMS).

2 LHMS

g;LmQI'] ueoTUTLCLIT® Qb (,M&Huw Qg,rru'ju Q&T6TOTL_6BILOUITED @,rpfr;gufo QUMLDIHG! C&TETITG. (S G LD
2 66U GLOMETTLI LILPRIGCILMT(HET 2 6056m8 g&,@m (Z&rrmrr&,@m QU (LPSHG Q&,nmrjmg, SINMGHSHLILL TS
Q16U6T0TGI6TTTEL 66V UL 6TIL_ UL H,amﬂl_uuu_ U@g,g, 2 HMBWITL GMM 2 eoimer  Sflfl  Qsmevor(

LUmBIOMOMIS Heneveail 2 66| FmdH amensd GMILUNHEGING. 2 0&MmEHEG @YU L6 Gum@kib
QPSS @ETMID QST JOUSHEM6TSH HT6UT (LPlg.&H6TTMG).

QB M LOTEN 2 LD&HM&ES SR 2 FeLLIM6u
QBELMEL e GlgmnEehGwmr®@ @rL @G

LLEBOILOMGHUIL. 2 eu&Hem&UTEL 2 WfHHS GSOMID 2 7edefem P ¢l Fe Quilw usS
eneoullgyleiian hheng eedCWITE WIMILTN 626016GLD.

‘UTFQIL Q&G QRIS 2 0&HMS”

Quilw euwedL & eenenhs QHeLEOIsT elenenhs &Heny (WMSHHS Sl BmEpsmLI euud
UMUbHS 2 60&MEUITL LIFmE ielsnev @QUqLILITET 6168 SBHTHMMI &L HHIMG. 2 60&5m&emil GLoGev
&G gmM @mé&s GOHmID Cug 2 aILMGL 60 SmaTalflsl &Saadems FIULCHTEH, BHeL6L
Qengamiu|ld Q&T(HSHETDGI.

‘GMIRISTD 2 0&5ME &8 CIh(H&Hmm|
SMD Q&memhg LeLevFl&enil, euuNgCGodil 2 o&amswmed Gmmley sTest LSSILILMTL (B GSHULNGE6TME.

Sifleumer

SMULTES  ugmuT(hs  QFBTLIFHWLTE  UsTCer(BrsTeonmil  &&eflsor  eumpGeur (b
ueom_ G MeireslliNeneuhg TG — LPHRIGEUT@HET  Sifleumer  eeotm QUL (B
IMP&SILGESTDE. BIsfeHmE aNHLOLD &SN me&Hailed GMHG JHmmm CUTe 618 5mesTGUIT
Befsor QUIT@ET LWphis QTR Curgid Sifleursr; seLGeompreid @ermid  LweTL(RSSLILIG UG
WarGemmhlen SiNeYsMIHe AODNIES HDHS FTADIGL

“glewiled aufle Q&sTRMISTII eumeT CUTLDHSIL L 7
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Slewnedlsor Gogyieiten eurfl Gumed Qeuemenflésmenwt fleumenmed i @LLOULL eNeng 66
UoBTEIn Ssifleurdt LuHMé SHUNGHEDS CLOGILD,

1@ CUTLDHG SIMISG eumeLhlesd CSM(LPMIGmM

enLn2aredt QUG CleueClemnl ClauanGamm e

sifleuremied Nemhg MG Qevsitel HGCHTE Falgwl QEBT(PEIL FHETIL TEHU YL 1q 67
Qemm&Efenil FmnsGH GCeMOHMIL 2amml 2 6L 6oTl] 61601 LUHDOMILILSS FoMISH6TDE).

Sy

BTLGUUDL  YPRIGQUT@GLSemmer b, S (hé&H60, Q& mbemnU  GUmETm  eTevumenumMLI
QUL &R6emeL6VMD, 6TeLGeM(HENL I iE&eNeId Q&G TeTUGmesT 2 MIFITE &L L (PIGUITS
GumgId, 6TLGeMBENL W aiF&eled QHéEGL seor 2 MHWITs &LBHW QUI@GET "'SHLL  6T6TM
LLRIGGUMT(BET L (HGLD. Umenlwidh &TeuhesTl (B UwearUuhRSSUIUL (R eu@bld @UULMIEG Qum@er umm
QesEWIMRISEED HADUNGS &L (HEH6TmenT.

‘o Beliombhe Camheuwly G L6t

SN Yiu CHLUUA 2 Lper

2 U6 FMGHHMEL WGED WMHFH, 2 WJHg cphE JAGUIND STemet LiSHGleTend| 66l
QMmWmUL GG SHSHHQID SIBLY LWETULL §TE LUobrsamm GMHUNGEH6TmE).

“FalhFHeL NMEOILT QIPRIGS HLCU™

UsWPSVISGHW 0D UGLY aumaesmer AGUING gnm Fmwdgmisen eeaim QFudeme
LAOMILILG S &GS GLOGYILD,

‘WLCHTL(H SHULNL LUmeL2 em6eL QIF Q"

QeusAIs STHASTL(H Qetm eumpuileid SIGUY WHGHS LweTUT (B CQUTHeMTS6LD,
uesorum_ (B QUIT@eMT&eYDd LPRISIUL G eu@EHsimer. eemenm SGUY, Qsmg  EUY  sTer  @peuor(h
QUMSIITS S(GUY LweTURSSULGHOTME. G Lwerur® BrenCHmmId @BLLS6TTeL, @)% 66wt
D&&ET OGS SHEUGTLOMSHLI LITS|SHITSE60TM60TI].

Guomy umemenr (Huily LIT6m6IT)

UeimemL_ Wl SLOIPTHET g (h. THGMmeT QFUINSSIHES HEHITSH Loglg,gu eU6TuTRI& GUITMHM 6IH G 6uT(].
B, wrhsmears Q&TEIGL  CFeved  HlemevemiLl Lng_f,]uml_@ cug,g,mg B, wrh  Qeummlerred
SOLEGWD  UTeOlmesTs  SoLbhG Sulpns 1(GHGH 2 6WIL 6. UTeOlenensd &HemLbhg SulgmsHE
SleumMiensnd Hulju umsnerued BTN, HemeouNGev &M meusH G GIEHS Qsma(h aid aFuires
QaeTm MM 6T6TLINS LIMBITEHITM),

“Geuear GCament GCHMeTMTS GLPAGUIT(H

BeT 2 emM LHGHIee0 GCaatm GCHGecy”

LUTemeVs &SMHEH UG BHeol@ SMUFHN @G g SuUNfILG 2ol eneuliLy. LMoy
umenerT el  WHmaTall (B SHmLaU]. Sleueumm &SOLUWLAUTNS SUNj 2 ULMGL. ASHSOSW
SUNTEHML D & CaHLUSHEG (PelenidTeaGey  eflennghg QFeoim,  QruCunys@ — Qum@pern
QBM(H&56Falq Ul SHETENLDEMUI 2 ML SIJF6T 6168 LDOBTeOIM GSOIUNGHH6TDE).

L0 & G

QevsHw sTHASTLEG @eitmetald LWETURSSUUL (R UG LPHRIGLUT[HET 'LDSSGI' 6168
SDPSESILGHGIDG. SuNenrs Sl b Ceucmemnil 1(h&s W HFH Qermid Hrbu Geveomisened
LweTUG S SULGEH6TME).

“‘UeOI&GT6L DHSHLD €60ILILI EUMHIS?

o mOUIL(h @mISw sulengl LeOGUTETD (PLNEGSSHMSUIML I WSS QY TaITfleH@GLDLIIG
SUIHMTEL Q(pSGI ClesTuIReTuN 2 FuIL MTHHWIGme USHUUTL G &L (HETMSI.
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‘BT wHsL Asref@ Heriumsg

QeuetmrQemmmsmil Qeuef&Qa ey GSlemest LWIGTLGSSH6T 6T6iTmID, SUNenrsh SHenL b SHiyeoor
SHETQ MM  LDGF 6T6OIMILD  USHTOMDMIS GLEHOIMG. FhSSHTL FHemeval L (hiblerm,
uwestur(®y NGO OTOTOE, @ETMID LPRISLIUL (R e([hH6TDS)I.

Qe (hd® LML

Quilw Quflw eNmAenenT meuSSH BMIGHLD, HNHS &HHer WISHGC TEAW (PL&SemerT
bMIGSD, BB, CaM, Cumsim Qem&s Qum@ener QeulLeyd, ey, usTmsml GCUTsTHeIMHEHM
Qeul L e LweaUGESSUIULL LPhEG QuT@Bemer Qe h&sLleml 661 QUIWIRIL (R H6MLDSSH6TMEDI).
AQeuQeul (H&sLemLenuwill uHMIL GOILILSET §his Qeu&HUISS6L STEILILIHSIMET. HLOG QeL6v& G
o gD QUTBLEB, BLG euaNs), Qeom&fanwis slenLulls g meusdH CQsTHHWL LG
Qenm&femwil LsTUB S Sleur] eTetTUGHemesT LHOMILLSSH SOLNBE6TDE).

“CUMETHEMEL TGS SMLD &H(HSLITFEU]

6@ 2a16o1d HHUL QIS SHEG "1

Qemm&H aNmueuhenLl Gl B Sifleumenmed, oamnens QEHTHHIDCUTE LOJSHSL DL UITEIS)
steueumm) Hengw|Gom g Gumev, 2 L IbL Hemghg CUTETHTE LHHMILLSH SHenevealssiler eljsHamsL
LeDETHH HHAGTSI

LOGHOT GHT (l6LEVGI) QAGTDEMLI

LoGgoTLImeITL & QSMAGeL &y QUIlWSTHS STalLBGaud GHI LG QFHMDMU Y GLD.
uetoiemL L SMeGHHL  QmhsHeuiseflsst o Lemew Qufl  weamUTmeulled QLG UMSHH55HTE
QesEILIRISEHLD, YUleTaTisEpn GSMUNGE DT QHSMmEUIL LTeneTuilene '(LPHILDSSHET STLH
61601  SMLDSHITMET. SiG6mesil GUTeL Liew WLMAIEG Quiflw o (heunmil &M1& efiug WauGSiy
Sl G| QFMDMU G, UMEHS UMES eTeleuane|smsn b CmOsTan(h 2 npSHSHTeld, ibHd
2 mPLINeniTed  HeML & QUIHEMETL LTHISTESONCLMELCIIGTIDTE, (IHIHML  UMPEME  FLOLD
QaMeuL_Gmil Senbh ONBLD 6TeTLGemeT SIMHG BT (RULDLDSSET, LIUIET &(hS), 6THISHML Heve &(HH
QFMDEDL  ELEVGH GHEDT 616D  LDEIQAUT(HemeT LweTLGSSwleener). Q&GHHeL CheL, &b,
Gamend, eur@ CGumsiim g,rreoﬂu_l EUE & SH6M6N @r_@u LITSISTSGIET6w). LD@IGSTLD6NL, LOJSHESTLDEDL,
OGNS S, LOISHGSS)] 61601 LDGUEWIMEVILD LOIHSHMTEID Sleminedert @UILLPMIEG CQUT(HETTGLWD. CILI(HLDUTEYILD
@eLev5 A6 2 eMGeau|D SlevencuTuienid Si6MLDHE (6 LILISTEUTGLD. @& 606,

G WES FmBH HOGe

LsmLpUl QHELEMEVU|LD 2 6ML_UIETTEUMIIS SHeturenNenGIT® 2 WihE BHGWD (WHIHS CQBMHIe(HHeT
SlsuaileLevmiGeiled SmelLRD 6Term Lo GOUNGHME).

WIg.6 6D

SMhGeNsiT Couan(hHeISHTHD, GFUImGaNeT ChiHHs &L BI&sTeHaD Wwralas@ GCumhD
QINESLD. SieeTHG @6l &S (DD Urelensd STelUhHemgl. Seueurm wwrelardd Gumr@mib
D&&ET, 2760 2 0&MEMUWS QaTEh QusHsH wralasd CurGHermer).  @eLemevblilesiiey
QFUISGSMMID SGELD6T &S HLOLHTMeT] LddHerfler eumpGeur(Rd LT GL TR  NedTesflL
Nenewihg STEOILLGL 2 60&6m&, SO WEHSeTL  QuflgId, CuTHOUUGL UPhIG QUITIHeTS
ST weN&HImE. Sifleurst, gifleumet Qeul (b sLenL, Fraflwmssner CEOGH MUGGL GHI
GumesTm LLPMHIGLUT(BL&efedT LeTUTL 0L QevsHuwimsaiest eulfl il (plg&ma.
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