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The Significance of the Tolkappiyam and Its Critical Editions
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mohanalakshmim@psgcas.ac.in Tolkappiyam, the oldest extant work of Tamil grammar and poetics, is one of the most

valuable treasures of classical Tamil literature. For centuries, this ancient text remained
preserved in palm-leaf manuscripts. The dedicated efforts of scholars, who recognized
these manuscripts not merely as fragile documents but as repositories of Tamil
intellectual heritage, have enabled the text to be preserved, edited, and transmitted to
later generations. As a result, the literary value of Tolkappiyam has been made accessible
to scholars and readers alike.Among the world's languages, grammar provides the
structural foundation of a language. Tolkappiyam, the earliest available Tamil
grammatical treatise, is unique in that it not only codifies the linguistic structure of Tamil
but also establishes grammatical principles for the social life, culture, and customs of the
people who spoke the language. This distinctive feature elevates it beyond a conventional
grammar to a comprehensive work encompassing both language and civilization.The
significance of a critical edition extends far beyond the mere printing of a text. It involves
the meticulous collection of scattered palm-leaf manuscripts, the identification and
resolution of textual variants, the verification of traditional commentaries, and the
establishment of an authoritative text for future generations. Such editorial efforts have
played a crucial role in scientifically demonstrating the antiquity of the Tamil language
and affirming its status as a classical language. This article explores both the literary
significance of the Tolkappiyam and the scholarly value of its critical editions,
emphasizing their enduring contribution to Tamil linguistic and cultural studies.

Keywords: Tolkappiyam, Tamil grammar, palm-leaf manuscripts, Tamil intellectual
heritage
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SLOpE QFeualied @QeusHmiselled  QHTELSTUNWID CUTETMH  CIGHTEOTENLOUITENT  [HITELES6IT
RMOLEFAIGHAND (WWLMFHE HLHHCUTH, SeumHammn Caimib gE&aMeL UMISSMN,  &LOLDIF6T
SMNaé &HeLeonsl UM s SMepiseiler 2 mpiGu @Qeitm BTD Uuled [TeLSeMN6T HIMLILIETTES
2_(hUCUMMIeTeTe. 2 6086 GCOMHGaNL @evd&Hemid 6TeTUG  QMAUNET DDLU 2 (hEUTSHGLD
SLL6MLILSSTET SH[HaLeo. SN KL GHUCUDM (PHL @eV&H&Hemr  HIeOMeT GHTELSTLINLILD
L GGW, QumHulear sLLewlCur® GCersdh oihg QM GCu&sbd wWwéHsellsr  auTPaule|&H@LD
QeLESHMILD  JMDSSH (PFH6L [HTL 616D  QUHEOWLEGSHILFTES SHHSLULGETMET. (5  [HITENEL
SFE(Heug WLLEWeLe; HHNGHLHG &algsamersd SHILGHL, umL CaumuT(REHEmend &megev,
o mIWTAlwisefer [ URSmenE SHUTTHSHL WOHMID @ CFLDENLDWITET CLPELEHMS QUIHRIGTS
HO(POMEGS QaTa(RE CFIHSHEMHIL SIHOUMNSmET b HIeOls LG LI (L (LPmLOWITs
o e &&G. Quuilifesr uwiGer (D CMHuNer upenwedw  SiMialled LFalnns 2 dHn@
BepN&s6a] D, SO QFeuailicd GeiTemneanil HeneLBTLL D Siiq LILEHLUITE enLOhEes. @eumenmLl
umm eNfleuns umieuts Q&H&L (Henyulest CHITSSHLOMGLD.
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QgmeLSTLULIWLD

QHTOLEHTUNLISSH6T LUI6hT B QeSS SiwL WMaTHmGU|D, Qomplune eN(pBiuigemguLd
@Gy HenevenLouiled &Il L euFHTGLD. ‘H60 CHMETM L6t CHTHIMMSE HT0HCH (6T CHTEIMIW eSS
Gl SHDEGY. EGIUNET  Meumjhg  CFmeaTngHer  SemL MG QHTELSTLINILILD.
25009,601(H&EH&HES (PMHULL SODEF FepssHen siMe] QUIMNs STIHE SHEUTHET H6MLDE )& 0ISHT6voTL_
eumpeiiied QBOLPMMSEET OHMID ¢ COMHmU sTeuauTm HeOFWMDL AESS HOELUPMDEHSS
Qaren® QFeew GCeuani(hd 6T6oIM Levenld CHIEGL  UMjemned  yeHweuDMienest 2 6l &&Hulg).
"BHILSQUNGE@ID 2 0EILID QINGSH@ID UTL6D &Mt LeoGerM  QIpSSID" (RHIHUMT:  56) 6T60TM)
QFHTOSTIINLIT UMTULIMILILIGEST CLP6VLD, @CVSHILD 6T60TUSHI FCLPSHHH6T 1HTTHSHMSUILD, Hemr6eoUTl6est
L6n6aTemeU|LD, LIGTL&naTD, SI(BHHHEHHH HMeL(PmMECHTT(H Qemeuis@LD ¢o(h 261 &LD 6T6ITLINS
HMIAONT. e HDbHs I wallgmer hLANILGSSISHDS daLSDES ASTOSTUMLD f Hobs
2 gnrewid. Q& SO QOMLHUNGT EMIOLIMLEF FMGWIMDD UTHSTULCHTE, SLOLDHl6HT &% HMID
Um eump&end QpMsener 2 MG LenméFmmmI&esment.

uev BHIOOMTEI(H&SET SLHHTID COMHUNT I  GeoOOWMTDL HamnewsH(hesE CFIIL|LD
QameLaTUINWILD, &Fh& sMLd FOWEGL Qetemmwl  SOPSGSL  QemLulleomssr 2 mene
aNemh&&QsTeneT  allfluGsHeimen. @& SOPTSeflstt  auFeomnmMIG CHTLFFHOW  HlemeOBTL Ig
QamevsTiNLGHleor QuicdL HenGuImoed STULGCSH @&H6T HEMELIWIMLIL LIWIETTGLD. GLOGYILD "LiemLpUI6EET
SHHID LSlen LGSHVID" &6 el L G&leL HSHLDHSTEYID, 6(h CLOMHUTNGT iqLILnL & &6T6mLD6mLL
LOTHMITLOEL  6TEUUTM]  MSWITETEUG] 6TeTLMSS SHUSH; 61(WPSBI, CFTeL Y Hweummien eNgsemnen
QUMIWMIGSH; cpeold QM GWUULmLMmSS SHHHH: SIhG CMHUNeT @evssHemT  aIIDLEF
HengsHmevd HHHGH STLCLTHED HeneanQMHWITS WwIMID Hemeoullemen IHM, LPHMIYID LG
QumAwrsl NfHGONHWD SHeTennanulsd sTH%H Qetm 2 UNFULL 6T @HBUUSHES NH60T 608868015 SHeoT
QEeuam &eoTemLOLILILIGET SITJEUILOMEGLD.

CU&s &G LMHMIL CFWILET IS

&&aMNmLGW QIPRIGL 'CUEFs QPG WLMMID @esHnsealled 2 6rer QFIILT QPSS
Q& QreenLu|ld  (WepLUBSSH, HanGWMDeL STUUMSUIUMD, “QUPSGSLD QFIL|EHD Ul
WP GHON6HT” (&H.QEUETEOETEUTTETIEHTTI, 2014: L1.12) 61(RSHSHIMTSETMET. 2 0EILIEL QUPSHED, QU(PEHEHMENTS
SMaHG CUPEHMS &THS, CUFGAIPSEHL LG GCHmaMD NMNSMET ML ITETD &L Ig
Bé&Geug Qevsseuu BHIedls (WHHwWhmeotur®. Helwelld WESSMSWD, &FPESHNGEF QFw
Geueuorigul BHOLICILSEMETLID QUPHIE, QUMTNSMSESSTET  QUNISHEMETLD, (b BT Iq60T CUIT(ETTSHTY
LOHOID  SIFHuwied CeaTsmwemuiu|d dhEHSHIMISHSH, UTPaNUIOeL SisiTemUU|LD, 6T  BHlenmeneauu|bd
GG euULflGHemeTs ST, Heneowmm 2 608 eumpeNsit HHGHUSMSL LUfhE Qamenly, 2 Wibhs
3iMe] Hemew 6TETEID  '(LO(PEOMUS ML UWIF QFWIIGHEMET, “MDAUTGHET @6rud  afl L ged
HIOLWIGEST” (1953:[HIT.2) 6T60TLI Lieesuib ST 61(h'&GlemT&HS M.

MITEOI60T Q&I 6T
HTe0lesT QFWILLET QUPSHE, (b HHHMHCWIT, aNHlemwGim, auFeorHEmOCIIT SILHILITLO6D

UL S GleuGH BIeNsHT HMLILSSFDTGLD. HTULD CF60F CFL60 IG6TT QFTMSHEHLD 2 &&HILILISEHLD
§eng 5 6L SlenL Wl eumILIL6oor (R &TeLLDMMMS SleILd QevseHemr  [[ITEL 1H60160 8 & 65T60LD
QumGeueiaI(omesmmed  GQompluilesr  eNdleemer  gpalauliLBGHSHuSTL WLLEGGEL  (WPigubd.  Huign
AWHHEFHG (WWhmsw QETLIHGL  Qetemmul  QETLNIHGWL  @emLuleomet Q&ML L
SIMIBHHONL_MDEL  STLLGeM6DT, "CQFTOSTUINWID STL(HD  eedluliied eNS&er, @eemmul  Seutileot
QMAUNLINISHE iqHSH6NONS aNehiGH6TD6T (& .55HCaIE, 2018:L1.6) 616016 GMILIN(HeUG CLHGVLD 6(h
Qurflenwl eeuailgd Hemge el UTHSTEGSD SIFETES QHTEOSTUNWID EeiTemmIL  QI6T(HLD
SN FepsGHHeL HeneLSCHTRIGLD SHESTENLOEMUL 6TL 1607 6T6ITGVITLD.

TRIT D LILLI6OT

BIOUWET B HHGemerenwld  QFLMWLULUGSSHHDS  6T61OMeL; UL LT  SihGHEF
gl SIBG556GS5S SMOWMDEEEGS SLSSLILGNMS 2 MIHL LUESHHDS. @O &ellg
SILELG| MEBCAUI(PSFHIL LT, SIFFQEBULLL LEHSHHLNS 2 HORSGLD Gurgl LY Lwier Qeumib
LTS HMSTE CFWILUPEMD H6LEV; G @7 Ml UJLawns 2 ((hOeu(G$ssH. GHUUTSES SN
Gumesim  Q@mememiowimest  QmAlsedled, SABHCUTGSLD Hemeoulled @QwHE L (HFG6g HemernL
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UHUNGSHHTELSHT6T @esTm)| BTLD HLD euFeOTMHeNML CUF (PIgHMG. SHUMMIET &(hSHHIVHEL; (LPe6uTLiLiS
settemouTest  SiiqlilemLuNed  uHONdT  Lwemesr  Spomujd  CuUTE;  BMLHMG  (eULEYISED,
SIMNENEULILITEUEVITE G &6V, Q&emLIL(H S GI%H6D, QmHFHengmealsHs(H &S 60, 2 600 LOMHMILD
ML CaumILT(H S6meE&Hmenge0, FesUIemel HmeuBTL (K&, 6UTMHMM S eUMILILGSSHIHEL 616w,
Cm&6iL 2 S (Wenmaaie Getemwimaid UHILHL LUSSTID Q&FbuHILSsT QL (H&HSLL L 6.

P MELEFF 6Ll

LI6®Y6TT @mmaaﬂw a@g,uuu_ &eUlg SeMeT UL STeVD &S Genmey. SHenimer  iifliL,
a,rreo@ma) LOMMHMLD, @u_lmm&,& EMMMmISEN %QU_IG).I[D[DITGU SiMNeYsF QF6LEUMIGEN gqg@g,g,jsm@u)

cTETLG M HDHEH SBHID&CUG ST LUHINGSH &8 uTHmSEHL gHMIDCLTE, SNHS HIEYISHSTeT
BIBHETS SHeimenoemiill SiemeuliQubHmIENHesTmet.

JL(BHE &algseT flov GOUINLL SMETHMLCLm Sevevg WL MGeMGeom WL HGCWL (PLRSHS
SLbhGerr. 1835 - opd Yeu® &HCHASBEHL LHLNSSEOMD 6T60TD FLLHHDG MG QuUGBeuTHwmsL
USINGESS QST RIS, (b HIL USLILGS SHetTennenul 6T lqulll NMGSST6 (b NJH ALNHSTeYILD
LeLeLMUINT&SEISST6 UFHL LNTHGET 2 OSRGLD UTall SihE [T JLHUITDE STHHETMET. 6(1h
Smhe [HIeL WelFHemesT HLUNULGSHHMG 6T60TOML; 6(h SHIOMeTl UHL SihF BHeLULNEMIL
2 euasMis Q&g SiMenet CLLUGSHHAME leualmsued @b B[ITL USHUNGSUILGHWLCUTS g
&), 10§, QUITBOTTSHITTL LIMGLITIG 61N HeMETTEUHSGSLD CUMGIUTETHTS LOMMIUIG|. FTLOMETILI LDSSHETTEL
uUSINGSS  QFMLRISWLN  NmGSTer  @6ml,  6TLEOMIMID  QHTOLSTUNLISHSUILD,  FhiS
QeL&EIGHMSU|LD, SIMBHTLSMETULD UTHSGLD eUMUILILNM6TL QUM (DI HSS).

@Gy mredler  GeuiGaim eSSl  UIfSlealled s I TNopaGe,  Csmmse
al(huhsGeom @@&,&,surrm @@ hsL uSHuuTaFwy v NiHsmer UIAL(H, QWIMUHE, WHseLD
FHWIMES CLPELLITL S6mG& SHLMh&l; Slg&SMLLSET, (HIDOUS 2 60) WOHMID HSTTH &WwaImHemnme
G&JULGEN cLpeULD 6UMTEFSH(HESG ShF HI6L sTaliHed LflubLg SmHME. LS L6 616U (b
HIemeL  SIPWIMDEL  STOUG LGN, SiG6T FHTmWws Geitenwenwl L ALESGWL  C&uwied
6T60TLISM60TSH  QFHeMeyLLBSHHOTMeT. SuMemDL, "USILL LI 6T6TLG Ceumid  IFFEL6L; i)
‘epeoun gyuiessr Qeumml” (&.Geu.&LINFLOaNLI6N 1975: L.54) 616016 GMOIULN(HE DM

RMLEFAIG SN QHS Nenpseamer B&&H, @enbiyeuny, GCaemmeuennly CumsTCMHMl6 2 enrHenen
UG QILDRIKIUIGTEL WL (HGLw, SLbILpl6or Q&TEsTEmLD SiMeNwisd L QLD
Hpieuiul L g.agmeosruNut ugsliyser Ceuefeuhgd LeimerCr, SLOLpTHaTmL G @eV&HSHEUI 34 E1h6mLD
CuGeommFlLG 6TeoTeLNDd. B QeuHSHesT LLPMOUITET @eVH&H  HIeL HFCFM  SMETTEU(HEHGSLD
HenLH5CUTHISTsT, FLOLNl6T QFeuaNulsd §GHCW, 2 HMNGS QAFFHSHE. LS LeeNwmed L (HGLD
@@ QAU QFTHSHET STTMHMSSTEL QUITIHET HMSGUWIMDED STHSLILHH M6 6T60TLMNS S |LD
UOLMISES (PIabSSI.

P3N

ug‘;]L'Ju sm'ﬂugu angmb 2 DJemLl LG &HeuHeLemnen. ibHs HIEL CHTHTMIL STevLld, <y &fliy
QTN SSHTEE FUNHE GO QYHQDMD PSTDIMIUND NMESHMSI. G "LDHTEIMI
SIFHL(D Qmaﬂs)_lg)g,(zurrgj SLOILPBITL 1 657 LmLpUl  eeorm) UsGHIUNy QuOME GCuTETD 2 6wuTjey
SN TeeaMenL_Gui goulL gl G&y, Gamyp, Umequl oeTerjseiler eublFmalaNsEpbd, Siaufseris e
Qedihg QFWELSHEID  Caumid  HMHUILEL,  SlMeU 2 UMD  6TETLIMS Qb LS
QUUILING & &)."(FTe6wTesT L. 2012:L1.12)'GOIINGEDTY. @& Qaumid @evs&eamnr HTeL L (HLO6V6V; LA 6oT
QUMLPEIILIEL &(Ihe,60LD.

e LNpflasemenud eUILICHTSAILISD, Heveummied eH&Hem CUTHILDTET 66| @6LELTLDEYILD,
feoeumMed 6T(LPHSISSHET LOMMISG S HGHEAD SHEUICL 6. JUMEMME QFULD QFWIGI.. eHeUTm
ceounLgemng  HlemeohimisHGeoreor. USLITN6T Lwleoed” (2.Cou.gmbBTemSUIF, 1950, Li:14)  (LPEMMUITEST
ugllinsem  Qeuefleunhs MNesteniCy, 26085 el  @LUINLEGH  HYUIQSEHSGS CHTLSTLINWLILD
SQHHANONE  JMDHHF. ROVF&HAILGeND (PLAGS HLbHH QHTOLSTUINLSNS &
QUTSEIGLMMIL UTHISTHHCSH LS Lwler eTerliLGEHmE).

@enibygeveny, GaevmeuemnLy, BhFHeITISESeNWy CuITEID 2 mITAFfsemeT CGTeLSMUINL
2 _6MIJGHEM6N UL EUUTTSSI, LDEDLOEMEULD STEONRIEH ST, SHTGLTGyLOLINeTemer, &CeuuTen &I,
SgbugblNenemer  (pFHeonGermymed;  UHUNGHSH60T  cpevld,  QFHTELSTUNWIKET 2 6GoT6nLOUIT60T
Qur@Gemeanuid, UHUNeT HILLUGMSUID BTD HNHSHCSTENHEF CFWICLOLL. QUNQIGSHSH6U 6T6UT60MLD.
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HIVID SIG60T LSIILLD Qenemihg Q&FWeLLIHLDCUTHISTE, 6(h FPSMUILD H6OIG ML ITETSHMS
A&a&Mned el uTemGuiled LiwmN&es (Wigub. @HCe QMHGGL WeNHGHSSHNHGD KL &@GLD
AGFHDHS ULWEMGSLD. @raunGCn  Me] SJNHHON &Fal TH 6TaLHL G  Qedbmed
Qameoi(heiteren. Qev&H&emT HIL&T QMU eNHsemen UGSHHEF HengGeneusd &HSSH6Tmen; LISILIL
SIHHILEMET  UTHISTHEEHImer.  QUeamBC  QOTHUTNGT  S6ITMDMWILID 6N GHIISHMSILLD
CuamIH6TMEST. €2(h HELEL ML 1HSTLHHAMGLD QUTBHGID; HCHCUTDL LMOUI HITLSHEMETL LSl
SMVHHNG U QaTE® eubhg GCHIHGD.  [TEO6HT LILIET UHET "2 6L EHSHHMTL SHTLSHMG
QeueLEMGI; USIINGT LIUIGT IG6HT 'QUIGUHHTL' HTLGHMG CULEMG. W&ESHEHHE DD, CUIT(HET,
Qe6oTuDd YHWeUMENM 2 mHH SAeUTSHmeT HLAUNILGSSIEUSTL HITID, (PLMHS HLhG Mnel
D&&ET JEMETTUHSGLD CUTHOTES, FePHHHL 6(h SNl ULl gmuUBSHHeUSHTed LSLILLD,
LOTEIL $H60T 2 uilj 2 L 0m&e|Dd; BHransSHlet QbLUUSSRIGTHD; QeLSHIISHET SLILDLOTSE|LD
AeuajeudHed CHETCELTEFHS M6
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