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Artists and Their Way of Life in the Arruppadai Poems of Sangam Literature
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reka.velu@kahedu.edu.in In the earliest stages of human history, people lived a primitive existence, wandering

without permanent shelter, clothing, or a reliable means of obtaining food. As
civilization gradually evolved, human beings learned to build dwellings, make clothing,
produce food, and develop various occupations, thereby transforming their way of life
from a primitive state to a civilized society. The advancement of civilization was largely
made possible through the development of diverse skills and professions, all of which
may be regarded as forms of art. Among the traditionally recognized sixty-four arts,
literary art occupies a distinguished place as one of the finest expressions of human
creativity. An artist is both a product of society and a reflection of it, and literary
creations inevitably mirror the cultural and social realities from which they emerge.
The Arruppadai poems of the Pattuppattu (Ten Idylls) provide valuable insights into the
lives of professional artists such as the Panars (bards), Koothars (performers and
dramatists), and other itinerant performers who played a significant role in the cultural
life of the Sangam age. These poems portray their occupations, patronage, social status,
artistic excellence, and everyday experiences. This article examines the lifestyle of these
artists as represented in the Arruppadai poems, highlighting their contribution to the
preservation and enrichment of the cultural heritage of ancient Tamil society.
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(LPETDIEDT

& WeNgem ST GLOPTEIIGUITE UTPHS HTLHHL HhAHGHASETETT 2 mmall (pd 2 (h6s
2 ML WD 2 60T600T 2 6WIEUYD 2 GULMEHS Q&metend QFHHWMDeL eNlevmiE GCuTew  HMeLHEIS
Afhemer. M@ CeLeL QLY FHTSHESLD SmLWwd QFHTLRE ufEs B 2.(&ES 2 6mLU|b
2 _GUUIGET 2 6WIQID 2 GUILMEHE  Q&MeTend  SMHMISCSTEUILT6T.  @QFHermed  Sleuet OGS
QUMP&EMSUNO(HHEH MV  BIHFSH UTLDEHMS AMLHST6. LOeNGHeT Brsflsd  QUDIEUSDHE
Cu@apsaNng Q@mbHemed Seuet HMG AMNSTHES SHMISGOSTEIL. LVIMHSUITET CHTLHLSCATLITGLD.
6N GH60T H60T UTPHEMEHEG LWIETURSHHIHM 616060MH QHMALSHEHD HMLHECET. UHHMBUI HEIEVGHET
SMUGH BTG SHHMENEH  HMLHEHD  SIPGSHTE.  JPGSOUMID  HEMELEHEHET  660TM)
BIGGUIGEDELILITEN  STlls  &HMeL. &FN&HESHHOIBHEH S (HUTGD HEMEVEHET G601  LiemL LINeYILD
Fe&HEMSL  LNTHUOSHMTET  6T6OTLGHISTEOT 2 6G0l6MLD.  S6UUMBUTNEL USHHL UTL(H UM 6L&efev
SMEILILUGLD  HeMeLEh&enmsnr  LMTewlj, Fadsiseflsor  CuTEICOMHleT  eumpealuisne Q&L (Heni
SHIMUAMS).
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& 6M6V(EH6UTIEI LML GG 6L QHTLHI6L

QuDMmSmWILD @QeuEEHWGHSUWD [HESS QFlHGHeustT UL LUTeNUTHMTET. LML &G6L
QEMNLMGLCUTH HEMELEHET SLO|Eh&HE HSTTETUTTHAMDTE. QEDMEUSHID 62(h SHEMEVEHEHT  SHT6IT.
216U QRIEG P&EHL, BHMTHHE, SNGHGHL 616D QAFHMHENL TFHULL ST H(h (L (HSTHMILILEHL U6L
B&EET) FamIAOTT. QMU 2 60Hled eum(pd eTdeLM 2 UNFHE@HLD LE (PO UDL §HED, STHS6V,
SeMNHHL, (HETeL, SNGHHL YPH VHG QSTLHLSGMETLD eNeMMUTLL TS HHPSHSID CUITHMENEL
2 oL LLIEN6TTS @\(HLILISITEL,

2 &I 2 el eleuGeTiy Hiflsm
LeOJLUE6 @mum SL0SET LTRIG

@M QGG CaauallahE alijepei
2 MIBTSSTRAL WHere el GHT6TS e

STOTHDM]. QHCUTEID PGS HMELSHMATLD LHG LNfleuTss Famied]. Simel, SLL L &&m6V,
RalLSSHMe, HDUSGSHME, QMEEHMD, STANSESHMED  6TETLITEUTGL.  STONUISHEMEL  6T6TLIG)
CmeamiiLl 616DV &HeMeVGMET I D [IL LTS, STe&H&Hsmeounls CUTHET L6THTL HNbHS
Ssifeumed Qerm Ceuctni(Hd. Qens,

‘SIVGS  HOELGEMET aN(HLOUTG NG BISHSHD CQUDMEUET 6160IM FaM  (LPIGUITS).
Sleusnstr M6y HFUTg eNevmi@ 6T6aTCm Famevmid.2 TeTHMM] LUNe60.&Fo6oil. CoumisHL FmLo.

Srailllll Ljeveuj& el

Qettm  BMD  HeNEh6eT TN FamUITEHmET Fhis QeuEAUWISSHL STOIIL  Leved]Ts
2_uHGCOHMD. LPHISTVS FLOPISHET SO cLpstiml Nfleuns SyUmihg euenjSHSTiseT. &Gl g
WHSOID  eteor  QUWIT QUOMG. PHSOD 6L  QUIL, @&, BHILSLD  6TETLIMEUUITGLD.
QUWIDMLOILD eT6aTLHEL SHTONLISSHEMELUILD SILBIGLD.

“QuId QeMFUITD &MGIGHEG L (HDGTET Q6TLLD. FadHBHMeL HEUENIHGSD @6oTLLD’3
61601 1. CH.FUIUPSHD T(HHHIMTEHHTOMT. 6T601Cel, (PHSHLOLD HEMeL CLPETEMMIUID LIEHL &5
Falg Ll HEMEVEHETT STEILISEEN6E0EHETITE & (hSLILI(H S MIT6dT.

QLDMILLINL S &6M6V(€hI] & 61T

oG (HD LUMEI(HLD QUTHBIHLD @uicd, Qens, BHTL& DL SLp 6U(HEH6TMED. Ljeveussilest
UsmL LI QuUBLDUTEID @UINHEn&SmLE FTIHSHISTET QHSEHTME. QUL 6IILSNEG QUIMEns 6T60TM
QuTBEB 2 @R Q& Fal @uied 6teor CQUWIT 6uUJH  SMTTEUILTSUN(HSSHEOMD. &ev LemL LIL|G6rT
L lUeI(h6@ QU@GLLEDFHmW aNsHermer. HOU pallmser HmHarm QausdHne GCGleons
&N JseMesT QFTLCELTANLIRIGET SemlMm QOTLSMES &(HAHTIMEST. FMEOIONS, QMG &6xEhsvileon
2 aUMDG SHMHMESH SMEUEVMD. UMeMeL UMgul QUBRISHRICHT C&FJ LDETEIT GevHS ). Qe
&001HEHTMSHUNGD €(h LIML6D UG U{6TaTT. SHUUMLe0l6L Lmenev HevdHed UL (FLICUIT6NT €(h OI&HMG
uev HeneLSBEHSHE 2 UMLDUITSS Faml|eTenT]. @)geneu,

“cumlieustT @eTenolIGUITED Mg Ul §em6aTilexmiil
SMlwealest QFeLaUDGUTEL CFIHhETTHEES HLpeL @6
wnyseuianid Qahg CFI%H Qam&QsLmsr QmSHGLTeL
GeuCGpm(p i Ceubu eNflaHy CFmisedson
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S0MHMISG GlgFaeu MleTOIL QUITBET Q6. &
QameneulLghEm allemereurmid GCHTeLCHMY. 66T HILOEL
2 60@GGUTeL 2 MW 2 WITOY CleUEHEITLD 4

6T60TM LIML.6L Silg 2 6WITHSHIHME).

B EFSHHMEVUILD 5 616V(65 T S (ETHLD

weNger Qeoim QUIHHTSHETONGE QUIRIES QBTG (HSHMITET 6T6TLINS, ‘D3NS  Q6s15 Heot
amhs Fepsll  CQUMIDTEIRIGHT QfHSHS BHMIITHSEITED &6 G&TeTaTlIUL G HEGWD Heneouiled
SIUQAUMIDTETRIGENETL  LUTHIGTHS 2 6uenLOWITe LG 2 (HhaTHGaSMNE HeeLEhTHaflermed
Amiurs urisefiygd QFuww (piguid’s e6rm GQevmiens REMMEILS H61gIs &([HHMHSH FaMl|6TernT.
HEMELEBITHETEL  [HELEL FCLPSHSHH6TTENT 2 (HEUTES (LPIGQUID 6T6oTLH 2 THFHLILGETMEI. QG 6urTeL
SM6ST  LOETETI&HET Saum QFWLWDCUTE LeveauTseT i(hdHHS Famid Hleneo @QbhHIeTenS| 6T6TLG [HLD
eI MBS QFIHSTET. JOHMILUmL  HIeOleL Ufl&d QUDD LeLEUTHET &6rs@GLl  LTedTenriy
ufl&led QU QEHSEGLD LLaI([HES 2 Ha b UmsUN 6 M HDFQFILIMELE QG 6Teres). euLfl
QzEWMDed @G USHweujsH@ps@ eulfl QI cumsUNe) 20D LML HMHIGET ClFeL&TM
QUILAIUTED (PIgHG meuSFieTenesy. Q&FCFILIS ML

“‘Ueti(h BOG SIOWIML Leold GLWIT LgleN)

shgl Felly L Wwids QELN6s

@6iTm BAD ML &L  MAUILGMEGSD B  (PETCEIMIHET  HM6ST  HMJEWUID  6TETLIHSU|LD
meOLI(RSLMTD eulfl SIMl (PIgHMG).

‘CQFLQID CHETHG CUILIT OBHRIG SO

&6L6TMNIH G| a@@u_l HEL S DTG G:7

@eueurmns meLLIRSLITD HTEOL LIV JIMEFCFILICLSHET SM6MISHSLILIGH TS

o5& 6eMleor eumLpailuisv

G058 HEHDSHCUT] Fads ) 6T6TULLL60T). BIL&SD, Fadhgl 66O CLIITTEL UMLPSHLILILL G
eTeorml @eu&H BHIeL&eT U GNUNGHeTmerr. M Coumur® QUOM HMELEITES SHHLDElGTMEUI.
o LLEWL UMUSSLUCAUDDEITEET FadPHIEHeT MDD QMFULD FadGId WPPSID F(pal
QUMLDIH & 6UIT&6IT LIM6BOTI 6T6OTMILD SIEMLPHSLILIL L 60TI]. Sleujgemer QUBHAGH TS HuNem6st
Q. QemhiGLomysit Speubrml GMIOUNGEHm.

“UMEOI(HLD @QemEFLILITETUI(HLD WIMLDLILITEII(HLD LOETIT6L_LI

LIS 60T(HGILD6ITLI LIVIITLD 6T63TLIMIT [h& Hl6oTMIT&6vnlulmiy

eumiiur @ @en&lGumy @QengLiumesor eTeorLILI(H 6]

BIWLLUSS BN @engIGUITT LoetoTen L LILImeuy eTeriLI(BGeumys

wimplumeseny  LweTu(RSGID  wWrempd  Qamen(  Smiumeoony, QuUBLOUITEDT  eTeorm  LNFLILIY.
Qeementd AmumeITHMILILIEL,

“FOwimp @Leuueir HLE"9

6T60TMILD, CILI(HLOLITETOITMHMILILIETL,
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‘Guilwmp (Wwenmujes sHILN10

(TOTMILD SpOMILILEDL. QFLISGET GDSHHETME. LD SMEMDSHENET SHETTnI6T L SHUN(BHSTEYID
QeUjSHeT JMLHSHG QUMIHLDIITET UMLDEHMSBEMUI L (HELD.

&6V (T &aflel euMIEMLOSHSHTE LlTLj6VLD

GEMEVSET  HGHILLL G HMVEISHET PHRSGHILLL 6]  66ITUSNG SHGHS FMeiTmISe
SOMIIUML  QUSHIID YGLD. LOTETIHEID  &ESHEHD  HMELETHMET  WPSFHHHMHHMET  Li6L
FMETMIGEDET  QeUSHIID  auemd  GOOWTOL @QUIDINUNGESHGBIMS.  CUGTOTELSHET  LILIGTaMNSSHTS)
QareLwelsss Falgalf&Heanms @Q@hhGery. GCuss LuNIsSGL CUTTme SHHTeH 6UeT CSHmeamnL
LMINOOOUL SHHULG T NOIG aumienneil Chres iU amnd ChTHHWISTGLD.

“6THGI6M6T SLUTNEMILD FH6L HEdTM)6T60T

mienn Crre&SHearCmT S16mCm

Opjamiend CHTSHETM 6U6HTENS QITITENOGUI™T

Heveuj&e L(pdS Lrsmsd CoHigé QFeLID LUmemeul GUTL L s HEGLD LJeleenl
BT & QFeLID BTCLITY QUMLDESMSUTNGIITE @)([HHS 6.

“UpLorid G LMemeuGLTeLS

&60C6VET GEMMALTEH &TELHIHE SiflS(HLD 12

QmenD  eTeiTUg  WSLAUTIW  Q&mquwl Ghm.  ¢gpemwl  Gumew  IGHS SlTUD  FH(IHeUS)
1GICIOEITMITEL  GJLPEMDGTEI.  UMIMINGEG — RUUTGIS  QMIMGUL. JIHTeIF  6T6L6VMSH
Qam(heamwaseied N&EHs CQ&THMD QIMIEHLD CTETLIENSSHHTE CU6ITEH6IT,

“@ettemLouesr Qeoteorm HIMGQGesflear @6oT6mLOUT6DT

@etremLnCLl @6oTesIT HHI"13

CTEOTHEMMG].  GLOGILD,  LD6IT6U6I  6T6TLIGU6T BT IG60  6UT(PLD  LOSSHMETL  LMESSEMTLITLOGCL
SluTEmaTs Spall QL& QFUWD SrFarg aflmw WweSEHD 2 miGlujl e WNerummM HLLULMTSET.
GL.smen el QemHaemmed @HWIsSL CuH WLAPINGHVID SNUTEEFEHGS HaJFH gHUELLCUTS
Geueitrigul 2 HeN&smend QFILISEID STHET HMEOWIML SHLMOWTGLD. Q&H6m6rT CU6TE@hHeILD,

‘G5 BQS CaTGeomsaild OMBlew D666

a5 BQ HOGWD 2 60" 14.

CTEOTHIMG. ‘UF eubSHTL USHID UMHFH CUTGLD 6T6iTLG LLPQWMA. eumIend &HVHG LIS
sMemeal siflsg al(kd. sMemel SN&EHE Falgl UMW B LO6TEINSGET SINGH eNBeUTTSHET.
Leveu&eT HeLEOIMICHTL sm6T FHHSHSHTL L& (NGO Gl6TLUMIGET BRIGD 6T6iTLMS &He0HEH TS
(B SEIMTSHEGTDG).

‘LIS QUHEHSD efl_"15 66THMMY b S S 60T

@emsmeulmy  Uobreammmled oHwioner g Qsmeor B Ner  oisirenl  QeueMiuB & gib
QUTBLE e auen Heneusnil 2 usHHMM]. eotesisol AL o6y Cemm HenLGSHTEL L6V (H&HE
uETHG SeNuumss. Quilil siene) Camm HenL§FHHMEL LOCHT(H 2. 68TUMes 61601 QFILIS DS Faf),
Qs5gmewl ALY QUTBHSIW HHWILTET QDHE OINLL HTED S(HEDLOU|MLUI LITCHITHET6 H&60TMm
UTHEHTSHS6L SleOETIEIL THWG. QIULUAIT n&H&E@HD Seihg CEMIHHES 6T6oTH6TMITI).

“SMICFTHMMEDID HeoNlLIeL HEVGHGH6T LTG0
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QUK ECETOMTEYILD HevflLieL &6V&GH60T LD6oTGeT
SI(HHSHENEL @Q(HLOLITEIN &6V LOGIEHL & Flemem 2 F@
@ruGumy snsw@pd CUTELr16

SIFwinmsst QBHLOMET SEhEM SIBHHG CUETETEL HETEMLD 2 61TeM LIGLVEUTSH6T WIMHD @6eLemev
ET60TLIENG €REMEMAUITT 2 IS STy CQUTBBHT QSTHTMIASTL (h LUHUWD QUMIHIDUILD CISHTETITL 6.
@gement QUITHBITHMILILIENL UTI6D,

‘9 GUAWRHS Ber @@pCU Qnmésteon(h HHUA 17
6160T) Oilg 2 HHHOTMG. QHHMSII Fepd GLpHlmeouNed HHNLPTSH SHMTeLMmIGHerTleL
Qmes  &55CEH HHPEANST BenL QUM GCUTL RIS STLSHHID  HEMEVEHTHET  ONLPTEHESET
BOLQUOID  Guenisefed  QFeTm)  UMqujeenesty. e  2afled  allpm  (WIgHHHD RCHCW
SRIEUNTTOL NPT BLEGD HSHS 20600 BTl FQFLID @uicLLN6oTITe: @\(HhHGleerney. & emneut,
“FMTMISLH QUABTL. CFMM Hen&W| DTS
Geum Yoo (psorssiiul eNysmM CQUMBH™18

61601 Sllq H6T 2_6001(] & &I H60TM60T.

(Plg 6601

§h& QeSS  HMLEGIHaNT  QUTDEHMS  Fepsl  NeTewdms — silujd  Gug)
SIS GHl6L QUT(HEHSSHTH UMDEMS 6T6iTN CUTHG QEHIHTID CQUTHGCaT UTLDEHMS  6T60TM
6T6U0T600TLD  STEEUTLILIL eN6L6M6L. QUMP&MSE QUIHHTSHSHEOMTSHEID CUTEOITETSTHED SHTEuILILIL eT6L6M6V.
QuIOUMETHTHED  6TaNEMIIMEISTHED  HETHGS HOLH5HMG &8 HMLEHISHEHLD  LSTHSISH
QaMTHSGLD FH6EnLDUMLUISTE SHTEILILBHMDGI.
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