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The Significance of Minor Millets in Sangam Literature
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Sreeshakthi.1974@gmail.com Food is one of the most fundamental necessities of human life, and the dietary practices

of the ancient Tamils were closely associated with the ecological landscapes (thinai) in
which they lived. The climatic conditions specific to each landscape were well suited for
the cultivation of various minor millets, making them an essential component of
everyday life and nutrition. In the Kurinji landscape, thinai (foxtail millet) was the
principal agricultural produce, while the Mullai region was known for crops such as
thinai, varagu (kodo millet), kollu (horse gram), and avarai (hyacinth bean). Sangam
literature also records the use of minor millets in hospitality, where foods prepared
from thinai, varagu, and bamboo rice were served to guests as expressions of generosity
and respect. In addition to their dietary importance, these grains were used in various
rituals and ceremonial practices, reflecting their cultural significance. However, with
the agricultural prosperity of the Marutham landscape and the increasing dominance of
paddy cultivation, the prominence of minor millets gradually declined. In recent times,
these traditional grains have regained importance owing to their high nutritional value
and recognized health benefits. This article examines the references to minor millets in
Sangam literature, highlighting their agricultural, nutritional, cultural, and ritual
significance in the lives of the ancient Tamils.
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e EIemY

el eUMpeNeT SiqliLenl. HHTIRIGETNL 2 w6 & (PSHWIDTET 66T & D6 S6vfleor
ampeiled 2 e 6TaTLG GCHigll QUMIQISHC emhHG. Call enLwimquild @UINam&IWITS elenebhs
&M, &6l SIPMIG eUMSSHMET 2 Gl QUTDHS FhSSHTO &S euTpallenaig HesHmes
FMHCH SMHSHH. &G HSHS LLEIETNIL QUINMSUWITE HNLSGLD 2 e dHener 2 6i(h
QUHST6T. Hlemewl Sl LILIEHLUNCD LD&HEMNGT QUMDEHMS (PeMM  emDHS Curg GMEdH 2 cwieys
CoH(Ld aUMDEHEMS (LPEMMEMUILID (LPELEMEL 2 6uTe)] 2 MUSHEF Q&L Geauermeisienid QFWIU|D Henewrd
FCOSLOMG UEMIES SMLHSHE. GMEHFMILD (PELEMELMILILID SNBSS uenf&FEl QUM Slemewurs
FWP&ONG W(HSLD MGG D([HS QUMGHDEG lGLILDLUITE HNLDEIG ColeTTEEIEnLOUITEGLD.

@AeusSlwmnisefleo Fimismeflim & e

Fhs QeusSHILmSeMeL HMisTallmsed GMNsHs CFLSHGNT SHsG SlaTaled SmerLiL(hEleTment.
SHhsHe HewsHme gmm UGl G Hmisreal almerFsas@ CUTHILDTEISTS @ (HHSHS.
Nes GmEw  sTgHed almeardsame FIs&algTeEalDd @QUHSHET. 2 T 2 (P&l
QMG SSHILL THeTeUTHIL QUINEMS 6U6THMS 2 DL WG SDIEhS 6T6iTLIMS,

"2 OGO 2 LOMG6uT BesI@ Liledm 2 6l §GC&;
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@atCm, HMuNenev Qeudiflstt QBeL ellemenu|bGLD;
@ueniGL, Hb Gemenll Leve&T LD 261p&@GLDGLD;
epeiGo, QAsMpR QMg eueaTaNSHPRG allpsGLGL;
BrsoiCs, Siewn Hm el LuMLGedsit, B8 SILObHS,
Hewh QORI G6oim CHetr QAemMAWDCLO" (LMLD-109-3-8)

2_LDENITIT6D 2 (103l aleneanel&EaNg M  flH, 6o, mmaﬂ&@QW@ LD6M6LUNEON (I H
SHL&EGWD CHeT Qeuhenm 2 enLul eueThlés LUGHWTS urfluiler UMDY Wmevs SHapalamnsd @ULITL 6D
GSDUNEGEHDS)

CaulenLulled &HenL s QUTIHELD, HPMIEG &6l uemsHamen WL GG QHFHS eaNSHmISHSE
2 qwiey o MUGHE Qb (wem umd  Qsflwefevemev. LU  FTGUG UMD Si6u6dT
SINHAHGESHNLMeL. O6NMEGS QBMg&H6T LLJhEH QUHSH6TD LmeLLLGSHUND &SMhHGeT C&iqunes
SHpmisrerg Ceueliul (B HOGWL. SHSS HPhensd UTMHIGET Fal LLOTS 6UhGH Hethl (HSHGSLD.
SibHleod 2 (1pg Heod Gumer STLHWNEGW. SiHHevHHL Gmeufsen Hlenem allemgemwl elengLii.
SsuaImm aNmgsH@GLd GCUTE HeL6L BHTeT LMTHS 6léndsE6Tmeni).

BN PTSGD S LUT6L BHesTh Hmevd

&M ey G&S5SHG VIHS SHTHSL

CQampm SPRIG Dems SHeg, HeoenQuwim(,

SR et CHLp6L 2 (g UL,

[H6L BITET U UG CHITES, Gmeur" (UmLD 168:1-7)

@S QMg eua(B MeLFFTIOIL GG STHGHaN6T HLPMmensd LeTNSHeT &Herm 2 6wl 6.
SiGemed  sibHleod 2 (1pg Meod Gumer ST HweNGHgH. SiHL GeUTsHeT 2 LMoGey  FlemeseniLl
aNemgsse]. @HCeu Geuenmeguiemnioll UMW NeNeT QBT &&0ME Qhs&Heond. G QHNEG
IOTs  umfluest Llﬂ)LhL] BTLIg6D STIHMEL  LDEMIPEMUI  (LPEITMEUSHID  elem G &Hemer Qﬂmg,g,g,
Qewdemwill LUoBTOAMHMIL LML 6D &,rrl_(Bé]mgu ey  QUILIGSTEL [HleVD [FHLOMS &@mg,m@
USLTEIGTS QHEGL. SIH LPH &0&GUG LeoWwem 2 (pgl aNmgHgea]. Hamer e1(h&s560
Qewigeny. QFHemeL &HIHeT QFNSHGH euaTfhGer. Qeueurm ellenaihd LS UIms SMISSHaLD,
Semerenil SiFlWeLD, JETATRISTI JIMIGSHAID, JUMTDW HMIGHED 61607 YTEUTPLD 2 ML WIGTS
QGHs8 aaD AeLHW,

"Qeulie eNenenhg Ceumensd (& Ehsieley

&ML QUUIL &601$§ CUBL UM (B FISHSI

L WSO U 2 (pgl, eNgF,

L6Led Slqul LD &Hlemend G&Feuans” (UmLD 120:1-4)

6T60Tm  LoUUmLed &ML(b&lermerr. @eueurm) Henenr elenslil] Q@b Henevseailed QbHHMS
S WPKEMmE. GMEHUND Henem (WHHW  elemenQuUTGeTs QBHSS. (WeLeMLUTNL TG
Sleuemy GUTETmene (LPSHW 2 eouTell QUTHET. (LML HlevGHHletT 2 eyl QUIT(HETS&ETS Hleveu,
UG, Q&M euemy CuTsTme Q(HHSHES 6T6TLIENG

"S(HRISTL UTCsH, QBMRSHTEH HenerGu,

SmIQsemg s QamenGer, QuIMSeny SieuamyOwIT@,

QBTG H6L6VG 2 GITalD @eLsmev” (UmLD 335:4-6)
Umib BS8I66T. GADE

STIPSMTH RIS QFHT(PeYsmL UL

Nig &S5 G 6060 G ([HemL (LP6dTMIeL,

seNHOIS STeTUMTUD HALIL LHST],

GMIEHEFTL(H 2 (HmeatQim(y &eoLisnu FmjsHH

QB EpFUT LUMDHhE LM&FHD ST 1q.60,
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L(peN eumerd Il LUMnenLy SHLILS

&hHene Calllhs, seMNeIGlad Fmy

QABHHRIGTEL L emenrll LT oi6omeo,

GMIBSTET eUTH6T GmeTUaNDEF Camerh” (QU@HLD 185-195)

WPLUSTHET GLobgleTeT CST(PEURSERMLIW LG@HaaNed Cuestor wimeneruilesr Smer Heromm
GumeL GFHJHemen 2 6mL Ul (PHMMIGET WOHMID WTEn6TUile &HMeneoll GUTETID UJG GSHJHID 2 [60&6T
SI6MLHG LOJULHSTSET STEUTLILIL L 63T,

FRIGHMEL &G M Hreflimsemer CFTMTES SONGSHID HETUGIL DTS LTINS @lq.&S)
QeNily  Caysgd 2 auiereaneny. Gmedj @QETUCUETIISET  LeOMIUY & &Henen  LDTeUTEHS,
HeMiwbuLpG et semeu Caigg GLOMT &eVhG LMK S| 6T el(HHEeILmS

"ClOUGTLIENL_& CIEHTEIIL. SIS G emevLl LILpesTledt

@61 LeMld se0hG| LM GLOMT 945,

&ML a6y QHELEOETT Sifl, 2 6Mm6eL 26TLNG &)

QUEMLY SIDEL &ML HLOLPG HiME.," (DemeLLI(H LMD 178-181)

61601 LIML6L 2 6WIJHHEMG. (LPeLemev Hlev &S Umemeow|ld Hemerr SiflEHE CammhenmULD
2_GUUIL_6TT]. (LPeLEMeL Hlev AMHMMIGHaNL QphHeu] eunsHAE Cemmid Sieuenrl LGLLULD &b Q&S
GLDLDIMLILD 6T6OTM) 2 6T0TEN60IE0 2 60T 6008,

"QBGRIGIEL L6l L a6 Sl6tTent

GMIHSTH eurHlert GmeT SINDF Cl&Fmerm

Qetrgene 2e1ped CUMIGa QU LD:192-195)
67601 CILI(HLOUMEITHMILILIEDL. LML 6D &L 1q.6&M(HHMSI.

QpuuNeLd LmSES SomFwlensoill  GuTL( Ceusell L  QumlwCGeon(h  Hemer&GCammsnm
AGHHOTEEES SThHES QFWSmUUID SH (PSS

BEUOIg 657 LIMTLIEOL 6268 Heunhs SHememnuflfldg GemmenmL LML 60T &e0h& 6Xl(HhHS)6II8Eh5E
Qarhss Qewigleni,

"olg MG CaHMeUeL Glgeuuilm GELULNesT
Qmmslenen Clgheuurger MILMILIL 601607
ugh Senenr ewpred UTQeom(HL QUGS (QUEBLD 166-168)

61651 LIML6L 6ufl&em &SI (H&6Tm6oT.

FLMIGSH6MeL AM| &mevsflwinis e

ST aumpelled FLRIGSHT WG WEHEHW UG IHsHamer.  allameneUT(hL Henenns
SLe@6E& UMLSHGH UmLWIGED IpSESD &FhE &ML W&SHEMLD  SmewriulLer.  “Hev
LIMUTLIGMHEG gHU FLAIEG WLIMUGSHMEL &TEeMDd. QSNHGS SMIeId eelCleum( Hevss
D&ESHEHLD HHFHD GLHemevsalled QuIMansamis SThGeT Lfhg Q&TEILHNH@& OHU NFFL MM
SIMDGGH QHTEHILCH G .(FRS STV FUPSHMLD-USSLD 7) eelQeum@® HlevSHHeoT Siiq LILIewL UImes
2 eoureLIAUT(HeT BHHeLSHHT euaESGSOUILTE SHSHLULULL 6. GSNEhES SHememoued Qeupiuimiged
Henerr QLD QUOHDENS,

"HSSTD AMISHIS Hever KTl 1T Q&

QFeLeLMMMISG H6UMEL LILENIKISDHISHS

CammmLd 9i6LeVG CHMUSEG WHHSTHT  (GMIbH 263:1-3)

Qevememi(hd GLigunett HPHDS SMIHSH Heves Heoohs NJUUR DLW  meUSF
QeuwmL.  Qgeogyd  HBDMal  GMIHEASTMSHS  STLEHME. (PGS  euflumiged  Hlemenr
AL LAUMHMES,
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"AMHene weoQITER eNenr@, M AMIGS
eungend QsmqQuwir® euulmuL HfE
eary oarfj Q&meiL QG eNPel@IDd'  (HGUPGSTHOMILILIEDL. 218-220)

S HensmuflAlu|d, eLTEHmETLD &b CHaMHH WL EHALTMIWL AMSSH CHTLNS
QamqujL_Geor  (pemmLLly HMSH epeuCeun@p caflepid Chihg Q&M dhH&GD NPT&HSeiein
Senemufls LWISTUGSSLILL L &I

"SHSHE QhH Slenest UTLING GSMLOS6N
WPHG Quib HMISH, (Pramey 2 & "  (SGUGSTOHMILILEDL 241-242)

Seneorenil QUHHHSIL 60T HVhG euUPULL  Hemevemuis SHUPBSTOHMILLML S SamISME).
QmeLgId e el eaifluipealmsd Gumer GMEhd HeghHed HHeneenwld grall UL L G
Slemeurulledt LOSIINNETS ST (HHMGI.

SMETLILGITLD &ITH G 60

Hlemeur Geuenmeiol CFIIUSHL QNMGHHEL, HMHSHEL, JIMIUML. CIFUIHEL 6TMID CLPGITM) Hlemev Gelt
srewilil(h&eoiment.  elengHHeL WOHMID 2 Lpallener  pausdsT  QFLIGeTT. @reilevd  USHEOIYILD
ARIGEHAMNLOGBHSHID UDDUSTLLOBHEID  Henesm LedHemg UTHSTHSHE].  USDELT(LHSHL
CQusTIBEHL  Qrejll QUIT(PSHISENEL SYEISEHL LTGHETHHMS FRIGL LTS GMILLTG S 6oTme.
SHenG L&HET Slemeuill LIsneSHamealensH@ SgmItNul QFuiglenul,

"GlG Gemeoll Lelmmis GJeL LML eumjL @emmehé,

CoHM 2i6M6Vs CISHTEUUTL_ 60T 6J63T6D 6TEOTM),

&iml &6 BLNen&s @misuen GLEQ,

Q&6l UMl LUTE6ID &EU(BLD' 6T6TMI, i) UMIG

SL ML LD LML 5560631, HeUemeui|ld QHT(H&Hd 6160

6THeNG 6UHG 2 6MH G660, 6TTEM6ITILILD" (BHMI6NETT 206:1-6)

Henend  &HGem LUTCeLMMIS SMULLLIHEUD T, P&HCal sHaufhg CUTHSE  SHefuNerd
QBHL Fa(hd. Seumenm LS &Heallslg sSHaNssmer dH5HHS Q&TEIH LOTRSTINISHES
QEeLIHEL CeuewI(BLD 6T6ITM HHeMG FaMIUBHTH EDLDHGI6TENGI. HlemeuliLeimhigailed &afl] &efeni
@RL B  Sreumgpld  HeTsGHGHID  Wwa&afl] eudiemen UM G ¢e0llUsmE  eneuLI(BSLTLD
GHERICE)=]

“62601&6MIPS HL6mL LemL W|B, LeTHOSTMILD

&efl &g &Ny aNefu® U F6v; (LeneLU(HSLITLD 328-328)

LUJEWIGET  QIeDDGH  SMeuieU]  &HMeued  @Q@ph&  Wemeidener  aljligul  Q&FWISHeni
weneoL(BFSLMD &GLGHMG. Ced WoHM Henem LsoiHemng LMo SeTLemnss & (h&H&eD
samemm Nigésebd afisem CHMMID SHOUTNIGET eSS HLILT. (WOHMIW Slemer L6ID &HT&HEGLD
Gmeu 0& 2 wifhg ugen g gMs STl §CHWleTan WMmendHeT Q&HLDLG &H6U6 SMHEeneT aifl
Qewiglenwt wemeoURSLTD GOUNHEDSI.

"eflemen Lesid BILpSSHe0lesT CHLPEL SiEh&

LemLpQSTMID oI Iqul @(HRIGED LTI

SI(pLD QUM 2 emLw HCm HHE T (DEMEVLIBELITLD 195-197)
"Heolhgl Uelm GUTHIL LeTDGLD Gmeiy

2 whleney @&6wid gMiend Lol 2.

SIH6L DeMeL @MIDINGD FHleesTOIL WITEO6DTLI

USB6L Hlemev SaMJEHGLD a6l 2 AN &IHHISHEL"  (LDEMELLI(RSLITD 203-206)

Sleneum LniHms LTSHISTHSHE Qe0SHUIMIGET L6 Q&UIg]6Teresr.
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SN G &6V

& &ML LD&HSATGT 2 6uieuTen g SHSHS HevsSHeL KL & o el CLUT(IHL &EHLD
ueuLLoMHm  (PemMUNed eubhs 2 wielll CQUTGBLSEHLD HGW. @eummled @etierNetien  &&gI5e6n
2 _elTenenl 6T60TLIENG SMNIHGI SUTSH6T LU SHaNevemne. Qbhlemeouiled (@®HS Hlev euaTenLd L6TCIF I
LuNFseme N6TEDISGS FHemaNigl. W(HSSHH6 euaTLLDd LeTQFI, BT 6T60Tm CeumILIMLLg 6M60TU|LD
gOmSSTpaNMeTUD JHLUGSHUIG. UFHWmLGWIMT LWTURSSHID 2 el QUITGHeTTS (HL IMS
QFMLRIEWG. UsTQFl LuNj&en s D QLOeITETISHTE & ([hSLILIL L 6.

"Geuhg b Geuell(hd NMEGLD FLpLiLcTNHS)

BeoT UL UL TSI Huedt Q6L %G

CleeT QNG 2 (P& QBTEMERMLS SILDEMLEF

Q&HEMBEL 6ueLEA SiHwIT” USHMILILS S| 75)

Caubhs(@pd, HOOIF®HL, UDMGWL 261 YL HEG 2L U G SlgueabdH eumpmTeill L med
Sl6UTHEMeT BTNl UMOTEGEUML. eufdeilest BeirOFw Heod Qeuemsmer euf@ LUNfL 2 (pid
Beowrse|bd, Q&men@, LUNfEL SFbenU Hevr&Ha b WMMID. W&EHT QBeL HHEH v BHleneoudleory
ST 6TRTLHONBHSH LTCFUI HevgHeor HUNPLOL Db QETeTareumd. LmBTemImhmMed 336
(PGL 355 UM 266 20 LITL6L&6NT LSOHUMM &MEhE UMM enLDHGI6Nenss. “D([HS [HlevmiGenern
MSUUDHMIHEL 6T6TLCH WSOHUMTDH STEH UM eL&HeT &STL(HD Coungiaefstt SiglitemL GHTeHLOMmL
QmhaleTeg”. (FHS QeSAIGHO GColenmmenr FUPSHMLD-LIGTE) WS Q&ML  LMSGSH GCUTH
Caungisen 2a6my SUNL(H NG Henevsnwl MW (LPLHME).

SHCUTEMHGW [Hl6BI6V

SLHG Hev UBLASESHEG  (P6TeT]  elmIuled  HeuSTaURSTSES  S@HSLILGLD
AMIsTeNLmISET genlpsHaies 2 aueuns alemmi&ler. HCUTH eelbeum(h STaNSHSHed L hiSleTen
201" |_§F5HH6EHmeT UMM &S MG QTR 6T Genent LwleTURSHCOUT]  oiermey
155G leneng). CrmuNeLeomned CITHHWILTSE eump GeuauBLd 6161 TewoiemIDd, &fleNfg 2 cwiene
upmdiw  Uflsed @etm &Sl  HmGreiliumsasr UGmUTL L AHSFHSGI6TeNH 6T MIT6L
LDIEOSILITSHITS).

(Plg 6601

SMISTNLMBIGET OJL &MJHS 260016 LIILMLIq60 L& (PSSWDTEISTHS &([HSHLULGHME.
Qa6 Smlenu 2 b 2023 Hid el Fm g,rraoﬂuﬂa;@é,@ FTeUCHE SYWILMG R&GEW BTG
SiMaNGGlenengl. THJHMT60 &Lr,g,g",]uj\mg&,mm FENEUSHBHTEN 2 600I6UTSH  @GLEVMDEL Y CHMSHSHUILDTEDT
o qwienel GUMHASTEN(H  UEICUTETSHETS  WIHMILD SO  HSGFHWE. SUONG UmITUTEHLD
uryuflwpd @HL SIL RG] 6Teng).
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