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Work Ethic and Professional Ideals in Classical Tamil Literature
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*Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT
bhagavathiammal@psgcas.ac.in Occupation is one of the most significant means through which human beings define

their identity and contribute to society. The ancient Tamils believed that success in life
was achieved through sincere effort and diligent labor. Classical Tamil literature,
particularly the ethical traditions reflected in Sangam works and the Tirukkural,
celebrates a society in which individuals recognized their responsibilities and fulfilled
them with integrity and dedication. Work was regarded not merely as a means of
livelihood but as a noble pursuit that fostered individual dignity, social harmony, and
collective prosperity. Occupational activities played a vital role in strengthening social
unity and promoting the welfare of the community. Individuals devoted themselves to
their respective professions with commitment and excellence, thereby enhancing
productivity and contributing to the economic development of society. Rather than
being driven solely by material gain, occupations were valued as honorable vocations
that reflected personal virtue, skill, and social responsibility. Consequently, professions
were viewed with equal respect and were not intended to create social superiority or
inferiority among people. This study examines the occupational ethics reflected in
classical Tamil literature, exploring how the ancient Tamil people regarded work as a
source of personal fulfillment, social responsibility, and cultural progress. It highlights
the contribution of occupational values to the development and advancement of early
Tamil society and demonstrates the enduring relevance of these ideals in
understanding the work culture of the classical Tamil tradition.

Keywords: Occupation, Sangam Works, Social Responsibility, Classical Tamil Literature

W eTEIemY

6N &6t HesTement Qeild SHTEYID ULsTI&eNled AMBHHHMI CUTHD CQUMIAIFH CQSTLHELTGLD. 2 651
2 Le0leb 2 emplieml &HHCW eumpeilesr Qeumml MDD 6T6aTUSIL BLOLINGMS  C&HTETUTG. (5 [hS 60T
FMIGE GPSD  HeTmenHHMTCeor  QeuTld  SHeoi(h  QSBMeTE@HD 2 Wif 2 616D Q&M  [HELECELITI
QMPHEHHET HoLenL ShEGmeT GNUNHHTMS. Lanenl & SO asafar QHTLHL gLl uiled
QL6 UaTTEFHMIUILD (LP6TCEIDMSMSUID NensGeuCsH @edieumiieum@GLd.

Qgmiflev Lfleys e

Qemied MNifleyset GMEHH (WPeLEMeL W@HSHLD QBUIHE LTemeL 6T6Tm Hlev SilgLiLenLulevmso
UGSBLLULL @(p&s eumpwemm QFMAISSL QUTGBHSILD.

Quimens Qeweour(hsen esgsH CHemausamen Henme QFUISEH. G6TEL Hlev QUINMNSEHES S
S5GSHHUTN FMISETEL W&HSH6MeT QAFTHD MWLHHH. QUOOESCWTEH Qenewihg 6UTIPLD O&S6r6L
o je] &Mpe| @Qevemen. FLUCIL FHLDHMLSEFHG MU HeHSHeT Heitenld OTMID. @&emest
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o uhS WESHeT Hev QUIDMEEGSS SGHHUTM SMThGET CFI  Ceuggul  QHTLHeL&emern
QUMIWIMISHIS CSHTEITL_601]. SeUF&H6T QFIU|D QTN Seuseile 2 cued CHemeusnil snuwibl (B
SIMDHSHF. QHenenT alaTeHGLD LDLILITL 6L

QB6ITHL 6L eueMTHD QUITGIenD @6t

Qeuaini@enl HILOMMIL 62([HeMLDCUILITTSHEGLD

BHHBIET WMDSHID LSSYID HiEh&F 6ot

SHLWMI UMIS@GLD &H606VIT 69 (IhH6UMEGLD

o auiLg B o (hrueney QenGL

Nmeb 6T6LEVMD 621 62&@GLDGLD (LMBTEHITMI189)

QamMAleL Qaumitd QUT(HET FTIHHH HTM. SO FTIHSS. MWD FTIHEH SMDAUFH WGSLD.
SIGHEMEL ST ML QUITHET Q6TUD el 6T60Tn GM&CEHETeTGEmeT QsMeEn(R SLOLPFSHET CUMLDEmE
Q&LbenLLILIH S Serr).

‘wesllg  euMpeiled ML WSHHES CUMIGET DD QUTBeT @6TUD il 6T6TemIDd  HTeTGS!
Qeummien SLAUTHETTIL eninhd QeTuC eumpeles 2 uNjuUewl, 2 uNjédam, 2 uNjbiq=EesTLD
allemereugdl @uIeOL. @6iTUD &6l L6vNGH60T CUT(Bemensd C&H&HesToment. CUTHemeT C&HMTEIL.  SIMLD

BTGHTOMET. @6TUUpLD QUTHEBL DO CFbemWIM QFuiueeT Wwelgar (50s Qeuafuip,
SO QeI UTeOTMI, LISSHLD-5)

e eafer SiglilmL g GCHemeuwimear 2 awie), 26, 2eammellld udm BhelG HHHHE
QEweomMMILIEUTHET LD Ul LO&S6T. GMIEhH, (LML, W(HFHLD, QBUIGHEL 6T60TMH QUINENS &FMiHS
evj&eflen CLIWITHEmET HELMISEEHGSLD QUIWINTS SMDHSHFH. LevF&Hellstr Csiend GumeL  LO6NS
LDESTRIGEMNEID QLDesTemLDWITEN ListorL&éem ULl Qummen. @bhleolt NfleysGer QHTAISGSHIL HeLev
QBOWITE SHEMLDHSHET. SH6TenEsTEF FMLILITE 6T6TIIGTIRIGETTEL 2 WIjhd LONSHT SHetTenlenl Ul eueTj&HL
LTSI (NGNS HSHUITE CHTLHMEL QUG UMDGHHTET. UHCSTLHL eTeuals 2 ulife)]
SMDPESHEH&HSTET  CalMMIENLD  ETEUGIRIGENET  UATTESTE  FHPemeL NG HEUGIDTS  MSHUITEIIL G|
ApOur@. CaummImGEMeTsd:  &HmeTh BHLVCSTMH FEPHONSE 2 (haUTHHI Fhs FPSHS
QsmAebaer  allpiiwE  ETjULWIGTGL. QFMHeseNed uTGUT(H @eveorg Ged, &  eter
Capmiemn  &BETE &epsd o flenwn  afhgs. NGt ‘2 wije] HMpe| @eLene) 6TaILIMS
2 UIIHS HTEVD FhiG SHTEVLD. JUFHEVMEL FHT6IT BHILMTEHLOGTIENID 60T &8 aljjeaCemm(h 2 ol HaMsHs)
2 MG 6T60TM LIV FMIGL LML6V&ET &M SHHHeTmer. WeNGIsHeT CQ&FwD QHmLHedleL
Ceupmieno  sreuiLg SiMafIDd  6T6TUmS 2 WIhG FH&E FMEICOHMIEHET 2. 6L  I(LPSHGHEDer
2 IHH CUEHGLD Yol CleUEpLILIIMETULILD  ‘HVGHHMS LGS 6T6om  GLOGITEMLD  FT6dTM
Q&M6LELITEL 6UITETTTE & 63T MEITI].

‘HLHHMEL Lmevsd Lem& CHMUISHESH(HEHHS

SemeoLemL LI CUTEHS 6 &S FHL L (GSMIHESTmS 330)

61601 GMIHCSTENS 6UIflSErhHLD

‘uengeymn Lsnevss CQblagl Nenshg 2er iqul

UhSHIHL QMSGLD CLTELEITSITLY SI6DG6D” (SISHTETMI3S)

61631 USHTEMMHMI UFlSHEHD CMH&HEIL aNen&&HSHMNGHE FTOIMTSMTTLONGSLD.

umesony FadHsJ Nyl eT60Tm CUIITHET SleUHeT QFLHTD QFHMHL g LiLienL uNGeoGul
QbhS QUIIITGLD. 6T HHGHHMmIs &THNL HAMULICGUDHMS SHMeLLD&HEAMNET 2 L 60 SI&HELD
SHONTG LWeTUELMMENMS CGTeLSTLINWILD

G TGl LIMFLILITE LIRS 60T

umesotest LIMiq.6011 @emerniy e(hhHS6ori

Fo5 5] eNmeowl] sifleu] SHeuGL iy

wrgg SoLNest eumuNev&en eTerl (QHTELSTUNWID QUIT(H6T &HHL-52)

st  GOUINGHOTMS  aumpsHmsuilest  SigliuemL g GCHemeudsener Henme| CFLIISNS
Qamplevsemer HOHMIG Q&I LO6lGHesT SmeoT WL (KD 2 6oi(h UM MHMEUFHEHLD 6UMPISDHGS
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glemew Lfibsmer. QuTbeT CHHeusH6T GMECHTET Hmeim L (KD 6UTDEUSHETMNS SH6Ten6E & lDIhS
SEOHOUPLD  QUMPUSDHG Ul CaMTeUHTGL. QUTHAL(Haugdnenss QFlSam QHTHL ML
Henmh& HeiTenLGemen LOGaNSHHIM PMHMEL 2 6L UI).

SN HIMEUSHGBTDOUTHEHD  SHThGT CQFTHOL HIUIMD 2 O WIUTHETTE @) (IHHS 60T
Ueorg ShemLGemer  CeuEnsGHerm  @eunsem  cpulailenil G HHS HIMUSH DL HEM6NH
SMNUMDWITESSW ST Feni

2 enL GWImy LmeiTemLouiledt QLI(HMIENS G

QUM @60 LemeLGHH (HHMIem6suT - 90)

61601 LIML6L &L (B&H6TmE).

SpalfuNed  eumpelenerd SAMUNEGL FhRIGE  FTTCOMHleT  QUITHET,  @6LELTEMLDEMI
@eLeLMDELTEHGD (PWHHWMLIWIFHTE TGRS SH60Ten6nsd &HTHH GCUTHMICIMS 6Nl HLOMTEH
515G aUMpaIGCsd GLOGITENLOIITETS] 6T60TLIMS SISBHTHIMI

“@eLCeuNM&G @60 6TeTM QeMUIIHIHSHSH6L

QU6LEVIT CQIHEHEFLD 6UEOILILI, BHLDLOIHILD

QUTHGET HTHEVT HMHEL” (SIBHTEWNMI - 53)

eTeoTm  @QUUTL6L @e0Ceonmys@ MW Ceueigd STHML HIMHS FHemeveuemest  LMHMIL
SHMeLNUI6IT 6TEHUCHUILONS HEMLOHS &l

SHETT UMD CUMILIES6LEHT. S6UGET BT o631 SMeuevedt. BT GCUTMHMILD BOLIS(LPEOL GImesTmest
NG lemeIG 2 uNNTeEs  QETaE( (&L  GeusmBL. el  eaTUMmSS AT
QI QILTHECE! QSTETAaTELMD. YAMDNGHEG SPEG CISHTHLTGLD 6T6ITLG UMPUPMM SHTUILILL TS 62(h
SN RPEHFHLMGL. QG eUemISHGIW

‘NenenGul gLaufs GUICH (GMIhSTems -135)

(TSNS SMIHOSTENS.

QIMDEUGEN  LILIenesT 2 6WIJh&HedesT B FhHF &FTOICMM]. 6UTDEUMS LILIGHIML UISTEHEHLI
Qurpen GColaay.Colgul QuTbenen eumq HeTCOHMIES eumfl UPHIKET]. FadHMESTCL QMESHMTLOED
&G CETHEHH AH6T Uwlenen 6TGul Nt @MHHC0 HLANMEIITSES &(HSH6]. @& emnes
SISHTEHTM)

“CHTHCMTY 6Tm TG FammLd

Gaemenm eNefwimy, Ny Q&mer NeNHCHM)” (SISHTEHIMI 61)

sT60Tm GSOILN(HH T E)I.

QAMDEMSESHEG  QUT@HET  Sufluld  UCUTIRET  HLGESTH  allemerd@ WL (HGLD
LwieTuGGLWTH  QPaNWSTENG] (TaTUMSS SH6oT 2 uJFHUTld 2aeTMIIUTEHET FhiS STELSHHEA].
BID  FLGHOID  QUITIHET  H6TemenT  THTHHUTHMENE  FHTHGWD  SHNITSHED,  H6oT6n6wT
BOINWOITSEHHG 2 SaNLTSHaD, Qeme ¢T6M UBEAMNBESG QBTHEHGD QHTEMLUITGD MO
Geuani(BLd 6T6ITLIENS,

Q& HGaUM QFD6L euml L eid! CaIhGHMT&HS

2 MID QL GG 2 UGG 2 HaI YEUEMLOILLD

Q6L QHGH SMLCAUTHEG @60 6T60TM)I TEOIENN” (SISBTEHIMI 231)
6T60TM| SISLILITL GYILD

“9IflEe eumCENLS HHMCWTHES HeH eI

QuAGML Len&CeusTM CUEITENS C%HMISVILD

Yifleuolj &m&edm Lesorj&SILh & ([HELD6oL

N QeusgatestNl QUGB euuH QF6TMH BRI STHEV (H6015HCHTENS-11)
6T60TM) HEVGHCHMEMSHL LML ID QHME& FTeiIMTGLD.
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Smett QFWIK6TMH QBTN 2a&HUpLD, CFMTONCOMSH LIGHILLD 2 ML WQUTSHEMTIIS SSLDIhS60r)
FRISLDESHET. QGHMET USHTENDM LITL 6L&6

“‘Sllfle|@eL 2 6Tenid aulfleuflE HmLiL

allenesT @66 (LPlgSHSH6ID” (SISBHTENTMI47)

“SI(HETETM B, 6T L6

U605 S QUITHeTeL ST &ufleor

eMLOhG| D60 2 aTanom(h §lEhFeL QFELELTHI” (SIBBHTEMMI 47)
61601 GMHIULN(H AT GI.

QamLHleL (P& S 6T

QML  PWMHESET QMDEHMEHG SLLMULML QHEEDSG. WWDHHSHET Qv  elms
o iy €p60TM 2 LD (WM wmAoTam oiMe| WWOHH. QuTHelrs o LIb (WpWHHms
QampleL etIMID, SiM6] WWMHE &Hmew 6TTMID  CQFTLEVEIMD &G UTO&HHSHI6 &hid  [HIT6L
SL(HMIS6T LSS - 73)

eumpelilgsamenr s  (psHwiomer QUMY  QUIKSGHGIDaITHmeT  BT6TE Heneolins
UGS&6e0MD. Sleuf&er &6l  CHemeaudemer LGN B Ig60 HELEMIGHTHED 2 DLOLILIEUTSEIT.
Slafsemen (LpeiesileneuliL(GHSHIICH SO FUPSTLISH6T QUHMWDILITGLD. SHSHEWI] ATEF] CUCTNSH]
Ceuenmeniy 6T60Tm HM6TG LNFleys6T &ESeMeML G STEOILILLL 6. HHSHEWITEHET & &FMHE A&
QINIBL SFHH6HTMH  MMEL  FTOIDHEUTSHET. HGMG SUTHET  MSHOHMEIL.  CQUTHLSCeT  HTy6wur
SMHIWLDTGLD.

“BIGeL &I&HD (PECHTELLDMEUCLL
S UWRISTENEL SiHGHETEGFIW” (QSHTOSTUNUILD QUITHeTHSTILD I 66)

SesT &HHCSTeuI(HeTen M6 [T, HLOGIL VD, (PEHCHTEL, YF6ID Q6MEUBET 3iihS6u0T] &6l
Sifemealll LGS LW6TUGRSSHIHTD SETms LLeTL(h &S (1SS 6T 6ot

‘QFHEGS PCeomgemen Famieug, BTLEG WEHEHHSG HOLOVIMT CUPRIGISH, LDSSHereor
HELAIMDE&HSHTEH HL6lemen Galeulg Halbd HLLUG, Qeneus@pd HSH6] &L oD, (FMD HGLDLIyeTT)
QameL&TIINW FHLOLPT LSS 51)

SIHS TS EHSHMET M CQSTHMEL HOUTSHTLD

5L HINNGHM GaulLed GCall 1N§HeL

FF&6L 6JMMEL 6TETMI(H CLPEUENS

8 BMTVESH SNHGET MICASTLACD” (SleuTsHLd-118)

aeTm GOUNGHSTE)

B&FamnmmG QFHTELSTLUILNLI(LOLD

“QIMICUMSLILIL L. LIMTLILIEST U&H&S(LPLD

6T60TM)| S MIKETMG|.

g{;r)g,smmj&,m Geug,rma,mm @5] &&Eh&HE HeLaUl ST (HLD [r)s'mam;r)cg,mjnsmj Gsug,Q[r)g‘jlmu_lu
Mesrumm) ennlrgg,g,mlj BT 1g607 H6TEOLD H([HH GCeuHHLd 6pH6vTl] 6T60TLINS, “LMN&EU] LI6D6VMTEH LITFLILITIY
SIS (QMIGSMIHIM-4)

TS BHGDIBIDI

nhe GCougmIGmeT MISID BHIaNMEIL|D BTSN FamUUBLD BHL (HSShISEDETLLD
MNeTuOHMID QSTETEMSHEMETUILD 2 ML LI SihGETITSHET6ST LIGTITL| [HEV6DTSHE0I6N

*SIPLLF SIGLD HeNeTn BHredledr
SoUfé QsmeTend ihG el (LmIGMILTMI-387)
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6T631M LML 6D QUfl&6T 6ULfl 2 66D, SIhGHEMTHEH&HES 2 Flil QSMAD &0, HIONGSH6,
Geul_Lev, Caul 11556V, FF &6V, 6JMM6L 6T60TM SOTGLD. @euaumm Qamlemev
WODWTEFAFLASTPGL bHew] Ul SJFHL  gmeaGmGLd  efiflearmiser. om  Uflbs
eumpenelll NID@GBSSMS UT(PL SIHSHEISEHS@GL Lewnl Gousur(BLd 6T6TLg L6GenL GWImy CISmenems.
BTLTE@HLD LO6oTesrGest LMTLILTEDIS@GL Lewhs C&FiSHemniL

“UTTILTT 16060 LsslimiieneoGur (LHMMILILISSI-63)

TSNS SHHEUTSHT  LD&SHEMNT [HeV6sT &H(hS CUTLDHEIDMT. PHELTEL Sl6Uf&HeT  CHTe6wT
QFUIHEL BTG 6TETLINS,

Bevlblens eumpBi evLdFeL iy

Q& 555 H6redl QUMD SRS

&ML 2 6i6) &, GLCIM(H Q&ML (GLD
Slalj el (Wesfleubld (UMBTEHITMI-43)
616011 LIMBIEHAMMI LML eIl SiMlUIeOMLD.

2ITET AFHTLeL

SII&[J QHMHL BHTLMTEHLD D666 D&H&ET GGMLHlevmell. D&SHEHGHE FTHHLOMET HELELTL Flenld
HHUCH LsiTentett QFHMPleLMGLD. MmO QHTALSHEHGHE 255D JaNHF LD&SHEHMLLILI 6U6TEFH&HS
BeLEVABT([H CULNIGTL IGUITES LO6ITEST6H ETEMRAIKEIT. D6ITETIENISHE 2 HUIDHEUITSS CGTELSTUILTNWILD

UL WD Q&MgU|D GeOL WD (L&D

BenLpellev Yrelujd SelG CH(HLD

STHBL Wigwd Chjeust HNnen

QafeyQsmer QFRICHTL HTFTESG 2 flw

QmeLSTINILD QUITHET LOFL-67)

sT601M) GMHIUN(HE6ITDGI.

B euendeng QuUbHSSH6TeL LoD GQUIHE LDESET  CUETLDEML6U]T  6T60TLIENS  LDEDT6OT60T
o b QEHSTEN. GlgLn&sHesiT CouaTamemngGs CHEMEUIITET eUFSHGmeT QFILG Ce&THLULS)
STFDIOLU  SLEOWDWTGLD. HevGHHeL 2 6o  LeTaTIGmeT YUIHF SmG&HLMD  Biblenevssi
Copmi@uguitear Smisamer BNl o QFLSICT @b 2 0&55Hed Wb QU] Heneo
BTl U1 6T60TLEMSL LIDBITEHIM)

“Bevest Qmef LmMI&eT HiHeneoll Q@b

SLCLMyWL @eusior HLGCLIGCH

SenemGCaMy Qe GenemmGHICH” LnBTenmm| -18

6TEITHMG).

Ceuenmeoremd  CLHEVLD BT IG60T  6UeNEHEMS QUBHSHW UTF6T 6UHCUMTES 6T60DEVMD  6uMif
QUPMIKIL Q&TemL LI Liggsenl LUHDHMILILS S

QB6ITLOS G

SEmM2_(h SH(HLN6T FEbCFMHMI WIM6wOTy

QUGB euemywIm auend efifi@ Qm&Eams” LHMHMILILISSI-75)

6TEITHMG).

LD6OTEOT60T  LDSGEmET  QULNBL HHUSDGS HELELCIBM(H QNS &S  Q&FUIGOLIL L TeoT
gleulj&,@&,@ e‘reo‘rgu oo UeTINSHEM6T @u_leg,g LD& 61T Lorrsmrrug) SIN& Q&u_lg,rrso'r Gam eT60Tm QUWIY
QUMM LOEBTEBTET ngU@rm@@ 2 MISF &MMLD 6T6H01 GuUrru_lLo smfrg) &@5]5 @@5&3671 il [QILY:T:

QLA URHBTe. Siemngs) GumDO], UL SHmeval], HISJ MOMJ 6IaILIJSHT Falqll (P
WLAUGBL  GUaUNGL. @Qeaufser  HEAsETN Heo  CAHMTHLSmET  GSHHIF CFUIELLIL L 6Tl
SIMEFTHT FLOHS &(PHSHET SFMMLD 6T6ULILIL L 6o,
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QFMHleL L&SHaflesT UMD 6HEMLILTL (REIjened UM &P HeLEISHE 6UMLOUITS
QOBHHBSHADG. SAUTUHBSS 6T6Tm  MHSGSIULL  QHTHL  memNed o Wb  QUITIET
2 pHusHeowitt QUBSEHL urGUL Beenes]. Geitement (LP(PemOWITeS LFIST 1q60 2 WTFQAFWILLD HMbHS
aApiw §@H Qubm CsMAeds GCed Qumr@er UMM Q6 SGe G CsTeIL g TeuGLo
@alteum(h WaNHMIGGD QSTHL IMULILTES HMbHSHF. &ESEHET 2 Wfe| SMDE| gOULTE 2 Ui
LHTLTHECeU QHTLACLSHET SI6MLDHE 60T,
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