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A Study of the Arts in Silappathikaram
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*Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT
dr.sindha@yahoo.com The Silappathikaram, one of the greatest epics of classical Tamil literature, is celebrated

as the finest embodiment of the Muthamizh tradition, integrating literature (Iyal), music
(Isai), and drama (Natakam) into a unified artistic masterpiece. Whether viewed from
literary, musical, or theatrical perspectives, the epic stands as an outstanding work of
artistic excellence. Within the narrative, the arts are not presented merely as
ornamental features; rather, they function as vital forces that advance the storyline and
enrich its philosophical and cultural meanings. In particular, the epic provides detailed
portrayals of performance art, music, dance, and drama. The celebrated performance of
Madhavi offers a comprehensive account of the Tamil tradition of dance, musical
excellence, melodic modes (Pann), and expressive movements, including Angika
(physical expression) and Sattvika (emotional expression). These descriptions provide
valuable insights into the artistic sophistication of post-Sangam Tamil society, including
stagecraft, performance conventions, and audience participation. The epic further
demonstrates that art was not merely a form of entertainment but was closely
connected with social status, royal patronage, and economic prosperity. The flourishing
of artistic traditions within royal courts, urban festivals, and temple institutions reflects
the significant role of the arts in the cultural life of the Tamil people. The social
recognition, respect, and patronage accorded to artists likewise testify to the esteemed
position they occupied in society. At the same time, Silappathikaram illustrates the
remarkable ability of the arts to express the deepest human emotions. Feelings of love,
separation, grief, and the quest for justice are conveyed with profound emotional
intensity through artistic forms. Thus, the arts become both the lifeblood of the
narrative and powerful expressions of Tamil cultural identity. This article argues that
the artistic traditions portrayed in Silappathikaram constitute a comprehensive cultural
record that reflects the aesthetic heritage, social values, and spiritual worldview of the
ancient Tamils.
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LR SLOILPTHeM6HT  D6NG60T euMDONEL STEIILIGLMID  6UCITIH  HMEFQD  HEDHELCUILITGLD.
sMH6L, afjid, FoWD WHOW! UGILSEHD  Sme0&Cer HY@GW. QFmeLelger alewmn@ Gumev
QUMDHSTET.  SlaeT aNuhGs Fememwulleddhs Coumul (B Herm GurgH  Sieler 2 6TengdHed
GComeomil epaflGl SHMELWIMGLD. FhiG &ML ENGTHET LLGCIM Hmeuaemen H&LpSSlUlenenenss
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FhS QeusSHILMIGET ST (H&Heimen. HeolUFHSMIUPD ULCM &HMeL&GemaTl UMM Fami&leTmenr.
UMMM YITUST Q&HSHL(HEO] DS

560 6V-1161T&H S LD

&MV 6T6ITEMILD CFTEL “&H60” 6TEMID eJoumd UGHUNO(BHGH CHTEHINLISTGLD. “SH6LA" 6T6THILD
QemeLanIsHE QGG (PSETMIDE  QFTELELNS 2 66 “HMEL  6IsYID  QFmeL  LomesfledT  62(h
QUEMSUTENEITLLD 6001 GPRIKNETULD GOILULSTEHS QHTELOSTUNULILD FoMISH6THGHI”

SeolILHBMIHHD SLIGL HHMD, HHUSHDMED, ONLSESHM, QENFHEHMNE, BHITL SH&HSHED6V,
F0.551556M60 Y SMEATHHISH HMELSHEHD HMHG NTHGHGIDET. QenF, Fadgl, BTL&GD Sl

SMVEEHSHG T&H PHTQD, CUTHIDGSET YHTQD WHGHWTE Q(BHEH QUHSHET 6TETLIMSU|LD
A&SMUINWLSHEL SMILIEOMLD.

SL_19L_& 5616V

SLIQL RIGET 'H& 61601 CFTLELML  GMSGHLUAUMIKTMeT. CHTONCLSH6T  &(HLOGTI MG
QBGEBSY 6168 QUHMNSGSLILMBH M. CHTAINCL, FGILDEMET, L&D, LTeMlen&HEeT oy &Hluleummleot
Slenwliy UM Fhis QeusEMIGeNe0 2 eereor.

wreflens, wWeoLUD udHMi  Q&FWH&ET  HeouuHsMIHSHeL  SmeuLiL(GEHemest.  LDMeofl6ar
&euIGUTeL Glemen Q&S STOHMUNLIRIGLD FTeJhiGsner 2 6Ll LomefNen&sen Q(bHSH6sT 6T60TLIS6M60T,

"LOM6OT&H6T0T STV Lomeflemd @IL_MisEnHLd" (HlevbL.@h.eNLD. 5T .8)

61601 LML 60 aULfl SIMlW (PIQHETMGI. H(HLOTEUATEUET QUL LSS NGHE UfleTsl QumHm
LOGYUTL_LILDME0TS| sm&elenent N&e QHTLHL DU UWISTE MDHH(BHSHSI. 6T60TLISM60T,

"HleaNenend SOLOIWIT SHTewrm oFler (FleuLDL.Qb.e)ILD.&TemS.106)

6T60TM)|  FoMIFTMGH.CHTOULMID  SHEMETIHID JEES LOMg&aTed HI6THTOIF  LOMIG UL
QGHsSmE,

"Ap(hHenev IS8 QoL HevssH QHBHSHIN (FleDL].L0606T. L. HTENG 13)

61601 LIML_601601(5H&I SIMILIGOMLD.

QHOBHG SLLL&ESMmeLUNDL CHIFH QUOM QILVIBISHET HeLLILHSTIHHD @\ HS 60Tl
6T60TLIM S QMW (PG HMG).

FHLS G616V

&mu 9_(Ih6UMIGENT QLI LDUIMTEYILD Q& IURISETTS SIMLDSSLILILLg.(THH & 60T GLogyiLd
SOUMEICITHL, QUWINMSMIILD  meuSHGHID  HOUMGET  QFULWILUL g @BHSH6T. L  HIm
SEN(HEHEpHGS (PTG HLOLN&ESSL HMLISHSHMEL 2 G 6TLSNES HHBDSET SIS 2 666

ST H60CHMT BHIliLenLH(H S0
F158@ Myiled QUBLOLML. eUMDS S Clev6TM)
@@ cwetm LHKAMH HeLGleVM(H Li6uor)” (ClGTeV.CILIT(Ih 6. HT6T.63)

61601 QFHTOLSTINLILD  FoMIHTME. HOLLSSMTHH, CFRGL (HEUET SHUITNHHGE Femnew
SIMD&ES QOWISHE(BHGH 60 QST 6UHSTEI 6T60TLIS 06T,
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"QUTHCHTL (B @IS QUITHeUM)
uSSles HMHSTEL CSIT6ToTL 63163
SMEUEVET Y MICGHE (HlEVLDL &ITEL.HTENG 253)

61601 LIML6D eUfl&6T 2 6ulj&HGHHImen. QFHUle 2 (HeUMIGET QFUIUFMNGHS &60, LD6WI, LDJLD
Sy &weumenmLU LW6TURSHUNHSHMTISH6NT 61601 C&FUIS M,

"LDGHOTETNEWILD HELEOIEHILD DTS SlemILD
geuflenild sevotentNl QGUleUDd ST BB 6UE &S (LDINGLIS6m60:38)

6T60TM)| LOGWNGLOG6MEL GMILNGETMS).

L& 5 6M6V

RaNLSSHMELMIE  HDHUSSHMELEG (PTGl  6T6TM)  Famiel]. spalllhiGamer  (LP&H60I6L
'SEUCIGMT(LPSHG 61601 QUPRIGU|eanenr]. SN QLSHWHHEL €TPSHGI' 6TOTUHDG '@INLILD'  6T6vrLl
QUL QHHSH6S 6T6aTmI LIFILITL 6D, GMIHASTENS HICLSET Fom) & 6dTME6T.

b&femisHenwy cpellieng CorréHlermy sl $CH &b QHTHL HmISHCoumy eT6oTm)
BeL&EHEILD 611G S GI6TenTI).

SeolILHBHMIHEHD SRS SLLLOULL HoOTFFmesEndE ol  cumFWILILL LG (HhS 6o
61601 QFUISl6MILL,

"SIHEIEUTEL 6TLNESTILD Lflh&IL 65T

UGSHH BMG el eNgTaHg!

(HleVLDL]. SITMI.&STeNG 100-111)

6T60TM)| FaMIKoTMeT. speluid UMM QFISHS6T EMNGLLSMEVUNID @) ([HHSH6UT 6T60TLIS 606D,

"Ceuangms aeaéssg aNssHealsd QuIDML Sausel] el (LD6NGL&m6eD 3:130-131)

61601 @LILITL 6L 2 60T SIS MG

B 6085 86116V

Qeng eIl QFTELVISHSG 'QenFalliugl, 'SerelliLBG G eus 61 Q@HOuUT@BeTURLL. Qens
eT6tTLG  CaLCUTeMTS  H6oT  UULLGSSH SOEMSUID  SHOIHGHI(HSHF QFUILID  6T60TLISHEM60E
SeolFEMIL  UTL L& el gidlweond. @nly elpreller Curg @reld USILTS  Qeng
BSLDEFGHET BLHGH6UT 6T60TLIS6M60T,

"SEU0IEIY) emeN] &(HeNld Guilgyieuiy

alpelssan Smhg aNuigylen o hiseur &eoldL.Qb.a0lp.&Teng 184-188)

6T63TM LML 6D 6ufl&6iT cLpevuld iilleurd. QFmeL&STUNWISHD QenesHHLOLD LUNeTm 6U(heUMS,
"SienAh HITSHWID @HHeNE HLguitd

2 anGleueer QAL @emaGuwim@ Heusttt@BTev. 61(PSGHI. BT 61.33)

61601 QBLLgm&FLILNGID Qend 6260HHME! 61601 QHTELSTUIINLIT FomIS D).
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. & G| & 56016V

Qengs  SHMELUL T  CHTLILUDLUIG "L DEMEL'  6TOIID  FadhHEsHme0  FaddHeneo
' fSEE G, 'HONGFaSHGH 61601 QHeUMSLILGRSHH HOUURSMID FMSEIMG. WLIGN Iplqul
USQETIT(H YL LSHEHD  YHWS FadHHGETNESHET Ylqll GSIDeNs FadSl, SlEWHIMES Fad gl
WpGeOlLIeT HLODS Fod SIS

Slevedlld, QAsTHESTL LG, LML JRIGD, D6LEVML D, §llg, GL, GL LD, GUlq LDF&STe, LT,
SEMLUILD 6T60THM LHCET QL 60SHEMEMUILD DTHET Sl 60TM6IT 6161 QFUIHEMILI,

"SIEUTEUIT SI6TINLIL 60T SH6UT6UIT

QameTemsHUN6s HlemevuLd, LIFG(LOLD

BrsT rNeT uSHCTT) oL eyb,

UM 1q 60T UGSHWD eSILDmest

QameTensuilest eNeMmhishs SMeuIml” (FleVDL.SL60MH &HTeng 64-67)

6T60TM)| S MIKCTMG|.

[HITL 558616V

&G SNl U@L Bigl, BHILSWD” eeriulL Gl SHODELTHUNL CHmerdil (GO BHIL &
STUNWLD  HeoLILSSTIOMGD. BIL&WD 61601M CFTL HLLLSHSTTSHSH BLOGHMHCW GSMEHHTME).
FNHM&BFaHG 6160TUG STUNLGSH6T BTL&H H6eODMUIS FaMIFTMG|.BTL GO 61601 CFT6L (LPF 63T
WP&60IL QAFBTELSTUINLIGHCeL SHTETILILI(H ST ).

"BHTL& QUNSGHMID 2 0HIUID UPGHEID" (CIHTL IGLD HIT. 61.56)

6T60TD BIOUT 2 TS SIS

SeoluenysHled BIL& SThGSHeNeL o 6men BTL& W&HENJHNT QHBESID Falll ILPEGSL 60T
BeoTm QUMLDSSHesTmsen 61601 QFUISHUT6m 6T,

"BTL& LOLHEMSUIT QL JhIG WTHRSEILD FaemLuln CUTHS!"

(HlVLDL.BTLCHTL HMTEn. 68)

61601  euflEeT oSG HeTMe.LOMGHa] HMOWTRCHD QBHS BTLES ATRSD mSCEImMED
101685 GCausmeulILT(B&HEL 60T SILN&HTEH QN IHHHIETET6U 6T60TLIS M6,

NGBS HLbS SJIGHOSTAL ATHISSS"

(DL HMLCHTL &TenG 113)

61601 LIML6L 6ulfl 2 601j&&IH6TMG).

WIg. 6D

Qepailifiet N&F Soh WHSOILD STUNWLTS olammdilg HeoluuHhsmrn Guiecd, Qeng,
BTL&D 61607  6ThHG 6uUMBUNGL UMISHTID 2 WIHG 2 61601%  STUNWILTS  NaThGHMDE).
Q&EMTUNLSSHEL SHmEVSET CloUMID SHVMIGT] DEFRIGETTEH VLN, HMGUNGT (PETGCETDMSHMELD
SHSHIHL  MMaESEHHMGLD 2 uNeghL (B  ODWEF  F5HSMTESF  QFWeLLEH T,  GOILIUTS
SITRIGCHEDHMS &M, QNEFSH &ML, LIS &HMED, BILEHS &ML &lemed QSSTLLTNLISSHe6L
afleunsd §55H&sUUGEHGIeT. WLIHaNUNST APRCHOMD cpeod SOIPF BIiqul I, Q&S
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Hmeor, UM SlEMWLLY,  SRSS-FTHNNE  JMFUSHT g ened  asHHLISEL  LSley
QEwInL@EHTmer. Q&6 LD FRSSHDOGL LNhmSI! &T0sH HLOLPFET &H6meL HIEDISHSHD, GLoemL
SI6MLOLIL, LIMFemeuulmeny Umi@ Cumetmened Qg eafleusnL &lermeut.

GQID, &mev eTeTUg Qeumid QUTPSHICUTES S6LELTHI, FCpd Hlemev, UTHWED Y576,
QuT@GeMTHTY  euemd  PHWUHCOHTEH QSTLIUDL WIS  6TaTUGID  QbBHTEOL  CeuaNuUBGHME.
SITEOILOENETT, BH&HJ NPTHESET, GCHTUND OILSET PAH GFHLPEL&HEMNED &ML  CUEMTFHUIDLHSH 0SS
SITEUTEVMD.  &HMeLEHIl6TT  &FeLps Hlme, SUMBGEGHS KNG WLHWTHS, WU TE] Y EIeneEUUL|LD
SemeuGerlett 2 WIfene 61(h&GISSTL (h&HeoTmenT.

SIGs &WD, Hmev 6N 2 aujFfGamer QeuailluBSHGHID 6ULCLMDUIEMLUIG| 6T6ITLIMS
Q&MU 2 @HHHMG. STHL, alfssH, Gy, BHEsmer GUIITLLLD GCUTETD 2 606 &6l
&ML  QllqeIMIGEM6T VD SLOWTS  CleuaflliL@GHeTmeT. @6UaIMBUTNCD HEMELEHET &N SHSH6NS Sl6oT
2 UNJT&EYLD, uegorLImL (p SI6ML_LITETS G601 My&HuediiumgeaLd SI6MLDE6DTM 63T B\&6vTmev,
SoolILS&MISHHL  HemevdeT  eletug SR  SIpHwH  UMLUAWSOSWILD  &eLps-6iTLl%
eumpelweneow]ld  LNHUOISGSLD  (W(peoLowme  UiLTL (B &mermns  ellamhi@Semes  6T6aruGs
Q&5 (Hemulledt FMILOMGLD.
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