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The Life of the Parathavar Fishing Community in Chemmeen
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meerakarthi31@gmail.com Literature has, across different periods, served as a powerful medium for documenting

the lives, experiences, and social realities of people. Literary works not only illuminate
individual lives but also provide valuable insights into the structure, values, and
challenges of society. In this context, the novel Chemmeen occupies a significant place as
a realistic portrayal of the fishing community, whose members have faced numerous
social, economic, and cultural challenges over time. The novel vividly depicts the
everyday life of the Parathavar fishing community, portraying their close relationship
with the sea, their traditional occupations, cultural beliefs, family relationships, and the
hardships associated with their livelihood. It also explores the emotional, social, and
economic struggles that shape the lives of the fisherfolk, highlighting the influence of
customs, community traditions, and environmental conditions on their existence. This
article examines the lifestyle of the Parathavar community as represented in Chemmeen,
focusing on the various circumstances, customs, occupations, and lived experiences
portrayed in the novel. Through this analysis, the study demonstrates how Chemmeen
serves as an important literary record of the cultural heritage and social realities of the
fishing community.

Keywords: Chemmeen, Parathavar, Fishing Community, Traditional Occupations

(LP6IT )| 6D

QeLSHIIMIGET SHTLHCHTMID &SN UTPENLIMED LHMETDHMID H6NDTS eN6Nhi@SesTmeT.
Sevilnelld  euMpaImELU|D FePGSHMSUWID SMNHF C&TeTana|D QEVSHILIMKIGET &leneuunbHim&leotmeu.
ShG eumBUND HTOLHCHTMID U6 euMpellied HEGHLGMNE FhHHSGHUBLD Lsoau] &eLpsdSHest
Bemevsnil T(hHSHIMIGGSD LSHeoms Q&wlien LHerd eNemm@GHeaimg. QUUSaTEH QL bEUMILD
Beorey  &HeMetT  STOML.  eUMPSemSUNEL  HHIPL  LOLCUM  FLPELEM&MET  THSHSHIDIULSSHTE
Q5L (Hen) emLDEGITME).

Q&WLB6T - QUIWITESSITIF6ToTLD

SMGUNGT HEMELLILITEING HEMGLOMHSTHET, STevLilesusniewsn, @L D, &G HHDe QeumsnmLl
QUTBHCH Siemwll QUNIADE. QBT LUSHadSHst smg MapaNed QFLDLBET 6T60TM €R(hH 6UMS
WBesNlements umO GMILIL STEILLLLTEYID SMHLN6IT ML WITENLONS QUQLILIT eneud Glemeni.’
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‘QEWLSsT - UBHBSH' 6Tl QUIHET. @euDmIeT BHSHE THTUSDS ‘SNUBHSE STL(HHL -
S®HBH CuTeLs SMHLMLIIOINT W&GS 6160TM BB FSHTHMG LIS G& &ML (HSH6L  6T6ulLl
QUTBET SHEMSI.*

66T & LD

LIHST SO QUTHBEMTHTIE QFWMUMTLIG60TeL S CHemeudsener MHEFWIWID QuT@BL(B
BEOLCQUMIeUG euemN&HD. SHerpd SLSGHE QFamil Ngdgeumd Wsirsamend shenguiled eNmmis
HLEGD Qeomuemg meusbGH  BeteusHeT HmuseT eumpelileney BLEHE eubHeimenty. L6
ghenguiled erseamen Cr allmevdE WMHL 6UTRGSm. @mHWenm stsaear  aNsnev
&bl L TeyILd SIRIG 66N LBsstevy & erfl6tt QuUITEGBETTSTILD GLomELomest Hemev&& &
SenenuUL GeNGHmE. QbHomsGS sMaons, AGEETaT CQSTIPLL, SYULDPE  FTHS
SO &SHL 2 eGeumy Wemen (W (PeuGions gmmind eNwrungorss eNGHaimen. Q& GH&S
ugleNemnest,

“‘LMj&QsL1g60  Lstest ellemevr &Fflhg eI L& SLMEHMIUNEL QFDUGIGEh&HD, LNMEGLD
&elemeLuNleL  QYLPHGHE]. QYeomed  Hev  BTL&ANCeLGW  Hlemevenid  WINHIOILL G C&HTFHUNGYILD
SpeoLImPUTIID  gnmILg  ewmunyd  BLbSGH. [hRFaelled ellmer NP L & 6eTmiD
CuésQsaneLery.  sflurd  elemeugms KL &AMG  61a1m  Corvol(B&&H6T  GmMULL (hd
QarneumqphGesry. SCHTH @G &UU GCaim cppd Nl LMD HW&ELTEHD CHTmSHUTEL
UTSHEGSHSM6T 6TeLCLMBEGLD HUSHS (WDIg5GIS QHT(HS S 60"

steIm  eufleafett  eumulleons 2 mWPUNMHCHDHM o2aHuid HOLESHI QUDTEH SILDLOSGS6T6T
aumpeney QUUSeId 1(HE5SHIS STLHAME. M g WG 2 amws Il Qur@meailL Geusm@Ld
61607 6TEUUTETOI(LP ML UIUTHETTSH Q&H&HenG LOMHGTHET 2 6Tannen). SGHeTLUICeT SMIGSHLOTeNesT 2 emLLiL,
SieueT HpLoeiomer NNE GGELUSSHT aumenemil Curss Wstalmes QseL&sImmeT. QuHCDTEn]
BLOLITE SLED 6N 2_6ITeNT6lT 6T60TM HLOLNGeMSHUNL QuUTBeflL & QFeL&MmeT. @eumenm,

“‘olemimeys@ Quen@® et et eMwmuMyd QFWISET]. SMISSHOOT QI ITe&HE Kb
Bes1 QHTHSHSHTET. @H6TEL 6LMLUD FHMISG GOMEUSHTET 6TIOIYID BIHST euMg&Hms  Hlemmuis
SN 55 SUTEHeT MIBTEHD st Qameaheuy CeusnBd eT6Tm Heuefd CHL(HE Q&METIL 6]
UHW r&STHS hsead BHeLeveUsT 6TeoTm QUL HLSHON LG * Qeueuflseiler euruNeons
QuUETTSH @D UEMNSHHHL FHULL GHemesT AMNHG C&merear (LplgHme).

Q&6 - sM_(BLD Cuessefler Hlenev

FWPSHTWS ST  QUETIIHIENEL  cTEUMMIETONG|  6T60TLMS STLHCHTMILD QeLEHEWIRIGET  Lley
QFWIHQASTEIHSHT6  UBHEGITME. ML, ST, Seimenl. el L), IULESHHD, HHSTTSHEH6D
Gumsttn QL M&eNeL Hetd&GHlw 2 flenwenw N (hé QsTHR&HTEH, GCuTmg (LPETCaTMID CLIGTISHsn6T
QLSS LeOLLILS6T SienLimerd STl (h&leTmeur.

“RIMSWITMUIL NOUIUSHES HeLEL

WLIGEUD QFWLIHL 60 Ceusgu@GLoLom” °

steoTUMy Sl CHAW eNpmusbLTaTener. QUCUENSEHHEG eNHSSUUL (heTen L (HLUUT(HS6N
uemenL W QeLSAWHASTL G W ubHHTeID Helsr &TevgHHed LeHL LIUTaTI&HeTTed ghHmb  Qumbm)
QUBL Hemeouw|d GN&sS GBS SLEUUTRSET SNSSULLLTQID SeUNMPSESTH  €R(PEHBLD
Gurpmib QueTTsamenGl @UHed eugGeumAmG. NDHS eIl 1gedl[hEGD HenL, 2 6ML, LIT6UEMEISH6T
Uehs ealliged wwmMmHmb goHUL&sa®lh. Qeumdaiet sl aamer  QsTHSSMDD  abHS
ewIlQLeeTE: Q@b HSTL  eapmfledt SOOI QM  Caul(B  SCucmmieT  @uicvLblenev
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urésluur (B Hbwd QUEGL  Gpeme,  “2afleiear QLIS 6TLCELMIHD  Falg 2 L &MHHS
Qaren(e LgLQuetmienemil UMMt CUAGCHTEIIL 6T .. 6 JUUMISGSS CHMEND, 6UmeVU|LD
QeLCGevgnl  HMTHEHCMET.  6T0THGS CoHTanH TG SHHU Quramay Q&L Cu@
QUTRISUNBEHGLD. LI SHSTET Q(HSHEID” °

616515 SMMID Couml QL HHOBHGH LUGHS el lgm@ eubGHafsenHms e6im 2 cujeallphs)
QuetsTeneuTLl QUETSEGeT SeuGHMml GCuad HemevuNenes Q&L LSHerd Ly QEFUIGIETOTE)I. &6uureest
eneTaNITS @enemihg [V, UMHUNGT LFlHL QEBTEIL UMDHNS METOUHSGSD MDD
6160TMI  Fam Quieongl. FepsHHled QUG NMHG HUMTET LLNGSHAUNSSD 2 6L Ul
SLEHELHEMLGUI  UMTLDEUG| 6T6ITLIG  HlQEUTLOMedT  660TM. @QFHemerr, “2 60H6L HeLIHMeT  EUMLHLI
Nm&HDTIEHET  eUfHelled e@(hHeustilstT  LmeTaNM@GLD UTSHWD  QUDMMEUET SN ([HEIL FTEOI%T60T
SO6GL ND&sa(HEGD GLRhmg Gl @Q(h&55 Fal MHT 6T6IM) OGS NFTHEHSSHen
SMISHIDOM.  Quednr QRO dGHS I uULTSUTE UL GeNLLmeT Sleler. Cumrgd, Nm&sUICUTHMD
GLHMGUILD QUetITEITSL MBSO LT BLbHS CUTsT aNlaQuihgeT sTe0euMD LGB S6EHemL LI
QMpeNeId  BHeOLCQUDT  eT6oTUH|  6TestenT  HFFWID?  SUUQCW NMEEDH GLPHmG  QLICTIT6uTSL
OoHSION_LTID HHE GSLHENGHEDII 6THS W6 GLHMSUIL BID LIPS LDTLLT6T Sjeer” ’

HBOANSHDEG (6T Y6TE QBHSTEID LGS QHHSTEID eBeal] WHMT® 6]
& eN@GLUUD Q&TeT@HLD UM gHULSSMET FaBD. ASMHEG SAUT&H6T SHOLNen6T QLPHS6UTSHETE
QL (PTG ST HBUaTHHHGL DG Hflwea@pld CUTH UTHMET USHSHTHEN6ELLI
upM&sad QLOITEL CuUEHLD &L FpsHSHHL Bl QuDMIs C&Tan(h QHESDEH. @Q&ener,
UF&GLlg &M euwdled Siau@hemll CHMP6TTS @Q@bHST6N 616ILUSMEG GCLeLNs gHMaIgH FHAWILD
o @UGLT el60Tm &H@BOUS H@GOUS CHLLME. UFGMG U6l QFmetenr  LSHE6LELEVMD  HIT6sT
QaLRUCUTSaN6LMED (TETLGHISTEN. HGILL(BLD QHFHSTEL CUTHTE LILP6sNSHES,

Sl6ustT CaL_L et

B Sieuett CLD6L SYem& emeUSFA(HHSWIT?

@eNGognIld el eDHGHIS C&Teu(h

Q@LuHed etettesr  eumUDd @BSEME. B GOmeurell  Sbev. SeLWNENSHDHEG (W61  IH
R(HEUTLLD &TH6L Q&meng (BhSM. QHeL Hauml eT60m Q(HSEHMSI?

S60& Cleud & (IHHCH 6T

SUCUTH SIhF SMMEGET F6u SlmnG) Hevaluig)

EMGMIEWILONG 62(h CU6M HHOE FLMKHT CUTH, 2.5E MEUWMDD 66mFL  LILMLOED
QIPRIGLD UTHGMISSH6T emen” *°
6160 6@ Cluevureutnedr et eN(BLUUSMS wWnBD CaHL(B HemmCeummieudleLemen  6T6TLIS 0601

Qe S HHDMY. Sl LUhGHSH WL (B QSTANHSHMET &G QEOHHSTID el §Hed
Quetursefedr SieueL&Hl6L LMMHMLD LMV,

9, T & &LD

LdHenTmiseilest LLCeUM) &HeLMTEFFMTHS6T FePHD, SUTHIIEL, FLLID, WFLD, QUITHEMTSITFLD
GumesTm SlgLILeNLUNL QYEIMHESLD Gettenest QeuaNULGSHHAMSI. eugeormHm FHWTE &HLDUSSl6oT
HEMGUEUEHT 6T 6T6ITMN  PFHSHTT YL Heowd  GOIUILIq@GBLUN6GT  BrearemLeied  QuUITbeaTTSy
SIEMLDENCITTEL CILIGTIT - 6001 61607 LOMMMLD Sl Gl. GueTm&em el emL 1 ugmLf&GL QUIMILNHEGE
QeMhE&eMIHeT. QUEOUIAMID  @QeLevsHHetT QUIHMTSTILDL  euaTfl  QUEISEHSGSL  eNMIMUTILD
GumermeummMied FRHULBUBOUMS FhSSTD (PGHL QTMaIm] STews KL &Sm&. LNmbHS

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 274-279 | 276
IOR
Q{ESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 A. Meera & N. Ramaprabha / 2026

ol iged g1 Ml @B QFIHS CHLE SMISHDIOT hG CFLISNS SH6UaI6HT LILP6TIUILLD
IWINE CaLADMeT. puedt, (e Gettemest - CLIE IUNeTenenLTg Q(h66F Q&TTEIHNE
DLMISHON G  ASH6T  SHMIEILLTSEGe  snaralleml eueT Fmil QUINNHEGE QOF6LeL  LDMISSH M.
@amen,

“‘GL6L HML sHHWILTE QeTeLHCMesr. Brer el amLall(h UGBDHESDH SWRESHL
BleoresTiIGUT, SIDOMGmesT GumetTenl CFTLE0 ML smeudaFmmis. CUTUIL (R eubhGHI(HGCaUMD. ieU6TS)
&meu&efeL ail(phg SHEHATTET SialeT. UGt HeneoGumed HeaTm Q&HT6TTg. (b S medr.”

Tt muilest @OUINMGS Fal (b CUGMMEINE CFLEVAINLTEH SQIDHGSGD T EEEF
shgenen QmiE GCeueMULGSHHISDGI.

QUM|6LD

eNGI&HET FMD CUTPAUISDES 2-6wi6, 26mL, 2 emMAILLD @IDEPETMID  Slig LILI6nL U6
Coemeuser. Qeummlen e6iim Jal & H6oT CHMUSEGS HML&HHTHCUTEH QMM 2 FFHLL LD
QUMIBMG. CHMasES Sbevg GComeaus® N @emeu AL SsLCAUDHOIVID  Uwals
GumpmLLmgsnen SO NDITEL HFGMISHOMVID HHSMTHSHTVID LUMSSLILGEUGITNE. Gened 19-gyLD
BIOOTEIE STOHASTLH Hels - QeSAIID 6uem) LemL LILMeIsenmed QeueN&sml L LUUGEmE.

LTHSTSHET  QUTGBOTTSTIE  QEFEWMUTLIq6ITeL  H6org CHemeudsenenr FEOFWWD QuT@GBL (B
BeoLQUMIeug — eueNsd. Qs  UHarsHed  QFLDLTGERS  6T6TLIONsT  QUITIHOTTSTTEHmS
Cubu@sGHId QuIEGLE GCamaN aMhGaSDHGEF HMssF §ms GCohssH mBEADTET. @eleag
Galhlliemus &L D&6T  SMISHLT  SLOHSMIUNlL Hev Causmeudemend  QFUIH  Heug)
URISMNUEOUWLD eM&s HlamensHmmen @& e6neor,

“BrenevhG QUG (b MO SIHHsE SLHEmIUNL SHaflghded QUIMISHUID C&mens @ e
QUEmELEMW 2 SMIMBUTL QeualFNFMH alPpd GEhd Weidemen QuUIMIGHWD A SmevsHev,
IHHE HMINGG @ GCHMPET KL SHGH6” © 6T6iTLSET 6ULH 6UWIG ULMPTOED  euminD  Hhis
2 MPEGLD LsTTeU] FUSTLSMSGU|LD SHT6uT (WDIgHMG).

gngl - 1ng Geumur®

eNGJ&HET STHGHET, LDMELGHANEL UMPHS H6T HHHemendH@G AUUTOUL (R Sevfl  LeNGevrms
SmeVhg  HlhGer). 1NesT, Heshl  WENSHISHET L6V 660N Falqd FCPHOME  6uM (DML L 63T
BretemLeNed Braflew, usur®  euenj&HuNed  eeumemiseilesr  LRlLMHMEHT S QL Ul G
QUTDUSMSETEN v QHMLHLSGemETL LIETURSHHS QMo esry. UTHS HeoLILLed &hisEh&6&6s
GCoemeausemeanl LUisH QFuig BN&mSUNRIL G Hv UNGSHAINGSRIGMETSH Sl LN &HeHe0omuilei).

FePESHHL  HHHFHSHGHeMeT  ULIMHDSSHEITEL SIS0 2 meaysmer  gHUGSSHS
QareuLeufsem 2 flemwenw HemeopTl G QuTGLB &M1& 66im  HenoLliNermed LNiflaNemesToumgLd
2 6oL muimm).

“QULCAMSLLD Q561G SulenL g

SLODFaM| HELEYILSHLD”
st QamevsTUwL  umugsSler eulfl QehsOlp, CeTEHSON Q&G UPRISTLS SIS
SOP&EOTE Q(h65505HEHME. QLHHNG QLD CainuEd CUFHSHSLOLD LDmeWITATSSHED,
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“oemeowlmen(pd QL susnsuwined Ggeor GCoyeTd, WHHW Coyerd, eul CoHyeTd 66l CUES
BemeouNed CaumiGEMG el Ly CQumAsGenueNs grdl, Fouwl Coumumenl. el iqu b, BHLOL S,
BTy, IO, Usmeowlm, hEgmenil e @6 enguImiqud Sifly QummyeTeng”

6T681& WL NflaNenenéd@ U CUESHSHLOLD CaumuBeugemen pr.feafleurgsst GOUNGHDMI.
LLPRISTOHASTL B FepsdHHed NeuDMUILBLD FTd), 105E Q&I LD6NSHm6s LD6NSH6TS HTETITLOCD
FLOWSH S Siig LIl UNCeLGW! SmesotLiLi(h &eTmeT(].

Besteu  &&HeM6L eumpeNwgild @&&TH &owl NFEFFmesHeT LNTUMHMLILL L H6m6oT  p iy
QeueNUUEGSHIHMM. LILP6sT 6T60TLIOIET SHT6oT 6T60T60T &M 6T60TM HOWITH SL 0G0 HeNLTG 2 emLpSS)
Qu(pLeIeT. @euctiler 2 mpLiemus Heui(h CFDLGTIGERS H60T &6 SMIGHDOMONMEG LDEWI(LDIG &S
ETETUTEOD|HIGTTMMETT  60TT6L QFLDLITGHEhS Loemeoiel 2amymy UNSGG Qpenméh aN(hGCeurGom 6Ter  iEh&
U FTHemWS QAsHHE Qometer (WHUBHDTET. Q&emer,

“CQuetutenesT  WM(H&GS SLlgs CETHSHEMGET CHESMURSGHLCL 61601 LH Q&ML
plguid?  Sleusht  QEMHSHLT 6@ ol QeudaHSGEHHUTT  6T60IM  FOMHTEID  QFTEIT6OTTE.
§TELELTUMMIGGD GLeLMs WMEAMTIE eNeQUID S6U6T LATEHMS SIS QST HHHH. 66T
hs QrHemis CajhHeuet? OmIF RS, &Le0G Geusmev LTEGM Qs”

616018  H60T6v1l6L  FLOG6ML MG  QSMEUUTG (BHSMEVILD, FCPSHSSH6L &MS 61601 &L L 6MLOLILI& G 61T
SetenlUl g (GULMS QMG QeualluGHSHHME. SMSSLLTOIHGLD ULDENGGD &([HLOGI6ID (LPlq bl
aNBhE HOLOUOME. ShG &0 &S ULl eTetesr  FMd eTem) CQHMNWLTHSHTL a(HHnS
UG HNL (HE C&FeL&6TM6UT.

“eNphHg BLbHG Q&M HHS FLOUSSH, WLOHMQWLIHG GLUUD elmemhsH. Hev QLGTISE
gmuilLmoGev  eTphg QFermiall Ly upeiullenr grfleowl upbluwl sj§me  SembUligSes
SITJ6U0ILD." ™

6Te0TE MG (PHL 66TMNEL LIPHIIQITSHET HeoT QerdHMHGeT Coutmm(p Qs gealeniy
Caheamed saufsmen CWT(h NIHH aledlF QFgID WTUUMhMS &L igdh ST (HAM)
Qb

(Plg 6601

Besteu&efet eUMP&EMSIINTEIH LIPRISTOD QST (R Q6Tmiasmny aued @6 eumIenLd & LDhs
BemeouNCeoGuw  srewiLGHME. SLMOW|D &L &FMiHG CuUT(heTsemenuid WL GG B
QUTSHEHEMLI QUTDEHMS HHLHAGLUUSTL 1D Hev WwEHseNLLOGHE Coaumill L eujsens e
&S o aTenen]. @Q&Hm&W  smeuigHeaNeit  gLpemOWITET  Hemevenwiu|ld  QUITHETTST]  gHM
@mssnisamenyd ubHm eNfleurs dRSHOILUUSTE QFDLSET BHIaud OWLHSHIETNG. AHSHID
GOLUTS sTeul] sUPSHMLISMS &MiHS Quetseafer Henew CLOID UHHSHSHSHHESSHTE MDEME)
(T6TLIGEMETT Q&S Benrullest eNwImg 2 6oy (PREME. QuinHensd FHmmseNer Gurgd GuilLiy
seomsefeuid sy &SN UMPEMS ML U|LD FHUITHSN6ST HITD 263017 (PIGQHMS. H6TMTL
QUMPEHMSHUNL  QUTHETTHT]  FJHDSSTLPEGHET  CILICTIIENIG MDGHHEID, YWMHSGSHD &FTH - LI
UTGUTER&ET CUITETD &FSMILE HESHELSHEMTEILD 6ol &SI DEHSHET DL LD  GI60TLIS H6n6uTILLD
TG SHSIMILLSTS Q&S (He0] HeMDEME).
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