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The Representation of Animal Affection in Kurunthogai
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karthickrajat@psgcas.ac.in Kurunthogai, one of the finest anthologies of Sangam literature, is a distinguished work

of Akam poetry that vividly portrays the emotional life and cultural values of the
ancient Tamils across the five ecological landscapes (thinai). Over the years, scholars
have examined the anthology from various perspectives, exploring themes such as
motherhood, romantic love, devotion between lovers, sacrifice, sharing, family
responsibility, and the emotional struggles arising from separation. These studies
demonstrate the richness of Kurunthogai in portraying the complexities of human
relationships and emotions. Beyond its depiction of human life, Kurunthogai also
presents profound observations of the natural world. The anthology portrays plants,
animals, and birds not merely as elements of the landscape but as living beings whose
behaviors and emotional bonds mirror human experiences. Through these
representations, the poets reveal qualities such as affection, loyalty, parental care,
companionship, and mutual dependence, thereby emphasizing the close relationship
between humans and other living creatures. Living in harmony with nature, the ancient
Tamils interpreted the behavior of animals as symbolic expressions of ethical values
and compassionate living. This article examines how Kurunthogai employs the actions
and emotional bonds of animals to communicate ideals of love, affection, and moral
conduct, thereby illustrating the deep ecological awareness and humanistic vision of
Sangam literature.

Keywords: Kurunthogai, Akam poetry, Animal Affection, Nature
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§H& QesHnGaNed gD HPUUSGSHW [HIOTsS Heheag GMIHESTENS T6TEHID
SIBHTL PG, GMIHESTMHUNGT euruileons KhdHeneuseailed euUMPHS LLPHSLOLDTSH6eM6 euMLDEIEL
gmpg elPwmsamer &STeWCHTMID LLGaIN GCamaumseamsd gyile] QFLWILLEG @GBSI
@8lev WeNlE 2 UTEUSHMTHI MO, SHTHEL, Glenew LEHTET ST, ST, LGS 2 65061860,
GOhU QUM  SemeveusiT GenevaluleienLul Nifley T 2 ujell CUIITLLM&T GuUTETm
ueLGaum e ameyssm LM guleseiled  @LDEAUHM @@GLUMS  BLOOTEL  SHM6wT  (LPIgU|LD.
SmHLIGCUTLGCR!  WWaNGIGEh&HEG QeILTES  SlUfsHE@pamL  eumpelwGeon  CGTL[LeL LI
STUTRIGET,  EVRIGSET, UMeDeUSsT  eTeorlNm 2 uNfeHen Q& mesor(herten 2 66 SH6mernuLd
uUTELILNEnEMILILGEneTD D& HIL LTS yrmu Geueiqul CHener @(h&SH6TME).
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QunensCun(hy Qemeuihd QUTDHS SLODTSHET elleLhiGSHafleT CFWL&ET QNS 6aNSHmI%HSE
QUMPEILIEL  SIDRIGEMETD, Sl6T GBMuNencmru]d  eteueurm)  GeueiLRSHU|TenTewry.  6T6ITLMS
ST CHrsHed QhsHs S (HemIITETg HenHME).

S| 60TL|60)L_6DLD

SI60TL| 6T60TLG 6NGHEMIGES WL (B 2. fll 2 66| 616N SHHGIUGH SHUDTET HihSENEITUITGLD.
SIETLIMETIS] 61606V 2 UNFATRISEHHGLD 2 uNgrs aahis&Esalqll 2 WLl G6uMGL. @enmed6TTeL
LML GSLIULL  etebe0m 2 UNFlOTRIGEHD  SieTN6TTeL  NemeuISSLILLGL  eump&HeoTmen. Qg em6ot
Q& TELSTLILNLIT

“6TeLELT 2 UTNJHGSLD @6OTLILD 6T6OTLI)

STeTfhg UG CLaUMMITEGLD” (Q&TeL.QUT(Ip. 219)

st QamevsTUNIWD QuTheafied QevsaasHed e SN&TS CgaNa U’ SSHHTDT].

QoemeGl  Sl(peueTEned] 6L 6T6oTLG  SD 2 WIfhHS DWTSHED  LO6sNSCHUIS Sleor
Sl UL ILTSE|D QHSHTDG| 6T6iTlmS QUILMIGHID aNGLOTS

“SITINMEGD 2 6WICLT ML ESH ST Y Teevl)

LetTaeull) LLFEL SIHLD (GMEIT:71)

61601 GMEM6T CLPGLLDTS SIETTEML ML GG MEUSHGLD HMPLILITET 2 0HL 6THG 2 UNBEHGLD
BeLmeL CTETLIMGUILD eUUTN) L S&H MeU&HS (PWMESSHTEL Hm Hevorewll]  CLHELLDTS SIQUFG6IT
Q&g (bhd SeoTUMeNH Loy MWD Uiqwimd Qeuelliul (B &Miléd Ce&Thdg H NG slearUms
BUWILONS 61(H&SIeMTSE M.

2 08 2 UNHNLSS6L 6t QLemELCIIENE 2 UHID QUIKSTH. @IDLOEIEDIVHD 2 UNTEHeT
Onssid, @miHsaid HwHuwires QumsHearm U gshHed @Qeaualfan(hédGn el Gul  eumpsne
GEMAULL.  SlMDGG FH(heUGH 6T 660TCM. ¢6TetTLMS SIMMISSHID NGLONS  eT6woITIDOM  SHLOILD
QeLSAILMRIGET &TLDCHTMID Ceuefiul B Q&HTEICL. @Q(HSH TS,

Sl Mlemevar 2 uilij& e

LPhHSOIPET QuIDmSCUITEH  Qéenehs eumpenel UG NG Qb bHEH (I SSeTmTes
(T6TLENGHEF FMIsG Qev&HEImIGT6T aupluing NHhg Q&merer (Wiqud. SONTSHET ol Menesor 2 UNJ&6rT
G&MN&$s siMelemeund WHSF Houurs QuUOMDBHSHET] 6OTUSFMNES DHHOSW  QEVSSHLIRIGET
FMLAWmSTS QHSHTmen.  elleomi@Gsaier CFweuT(hHmers Camaun® efls aIMpels&s
Coemauwimenr eumpeiiicd QpMisnwill CUTHGHSH UGH6oTLIG HL GG Lignd AN MISSLILIL Iq (b &SE M6t

ShHHG HMHMeL Qamel efGeT Herenersd &HM QHEHOTD 2 UNFlETRISET 6155 6M&IL
SsiMalenearll QAUDHNBSHEGTDG 6T6TLMS NMGHGD NFHLOMGS C&TeLSTLLTI,

“‘ULQILD ommID 6] SiMaNeGealr (Q&mev. LiJ.1527)

“BHGHID (WPIEHL rf SiMeNeTGar (CFmeD. LDI.1528)

‘GBI eTMIDLD epauManerGear Q&meD. LDiy.1529)

‘BT (KD SIDNWD BrersMeNsTGeol (QGmeD. LDIJ.1530)

‘DM WMESEHLD PuwiMeNearGer (Q&Med. LDIJ.1531)
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61601 [HIOUTENET cLpeuns  oi-Mlemesnr 2 UNTHEFSHES 61HHMBW  Ne 2 ey Heneuser
QHsHGImE  cetTLmG  QFHANUUGSHHHGIDNT.  HMeVaUeHT  HMELANUTNGT  SHTHMVS  FamIbd
SIBLUMLLGEM6L  HM6T  SHHUAUTIHETHET HHD QL DCUMIAGITDET.  AHHOSW LML 6L&6M6L
Si-Menewt 2 uNjeefenr QFWLOUTHRSHMeT QUINM&EEF GLOWISHSTS LG LWTURSSTOD &([HSHSHIF
HLNGEHTHED  NQD] FMQISHSTHAD IleTenl  CalaliubhSHSDHSTHAID LEVaIT&HT LH&
[HWLILDME 6MSLLITEMSH6TM6TI].

ellevmi@Gsefler 6Ty Qmpm

2 008 2 UNFHATNLGH6L ST QeLEmeLGIIETTIEL 2 EVHID 6R(H SEMDHUWITET QUMLPEmEIL LM
WlUITg.  aumpsdamsuiled Geuj 161LCH Sl6tTNeL Fmeor oaieiN  Q(HSH6TMG. 6T @6LELTSH
QUMP&eMS B eubmMil WIGHmSLICLTEL UmEFWMHM LWTULTHSTEH al(Bh. GMIbEsTsng LML c0s&6ied
2i6mNeL, g(h, HGeTmI, 61601, 6T(IHEMID, LL6WewT, L|6D), LOL6L LDM, LOMEHT, WIMemedt, GIFBBMI, BT , GSHlenD,
GURG, u& , Cumerm ULGam eNehGSHeT uDHOIW GOILLSET SILBIEW  &IBLCLIT(H6TSH6N
QL bCumSlermer. @HeL GHOIUILL Hev elNvm@Gseilen 2 Ll eumpeluGeon® CGTL[LemL LI
6ot QpMlemwt L (KD Q&L (Henrulled Smeusl @) (1hH &S 6TCMITLD.

us QemLgumest QFWIS&ET 16 LML 6L&6NEID, M6 QHTLJUT6 GQ&FUISSET 25 LITL 6L&6rMeYILD,
wimenest QHMLUTET QFWIHST 49 LML L&D, GIRIGS6T QGMTLIuUmss QFUISSET 14 LML 6L&6N6L
QLLAUOM @QEESAME. U6 6T6LemeL  SHBEH Hev UMLEL&aNET &H(hHGHSHHmensd C&men(h
aNeumGSaflen et QBOUWITETISH eF UTPONNG (TH5HMEU HTHEEHME JOHLGSHHHMG 6T6TLMS
SMlenOUNGT 2 6iT6OIHLD, Glewewor  LEFHMeOT  SGTYD  HWTHUPD, UGSSHH 2 GIEDIHeL LTI,
LD6VTI& (] & @5 6BTTE0T S60TL] 6T60T BIT6IES HeMELLILIGOMNED SMHG CIHTETETEVILD.

SMUEHLOUIN6T 2 eoT6aGLD  FFeoTMm 2 ullempll  GueTl  UMHISTILG 6T60TLG  OSD 2 wiflul
GEILIGL. @& weaNgisamerl GuTeCal M 2 UNTHEFEGD QHEHSEHFalqlUl SMIIEHID 2 66
6T60TLENS aNen&@GLD NSNS GMIHOSTm&UNeL

"&eemL hHEH Gumew

218601 2 MG SPQSG CHLGBIL QUG (GSMmI. 29)

(TEOTERILD LML), SHemevelstledl &MHeL Geugemestemwil Lflhg Q&M@  WT(HD 60T
QeuwweNeLsmeLGl 6161 &([HSHMG 2 MITSHGHID NGNS 2 Wifhd LISHHmenuied SLTHHGHEGD (5
Quets GIRIEG ST GLlgenwl SCp eNpngHeurm IICUThH HnIHS IS QBTENH LDISHEMETSHMES
Sald QFLQID HETEMD 2 ML WG 61601 SMUIEHLOUTET 6T 2 cwiellenest @Qh% UTL6L USley
QFWIRTMG. (PeLemew HevgHled &sitemm NFhG CEFNEGHEF QF6ITD HMENEU LIGEUTEISH LDTENEL
Crrsded LACWTH STHHHSGD Heor Hermieer Hlenesie] abHSHID H& eNenreauns:s Hremms CHlg
@lq UGN SHTLSl6mLL,

‘wenlp ellemenurBd GeTmICE] MGl s

&SMemeU &eoTm| euuNedT UL (GmI. 108)

61601 UML 6L uUsGNDHEG QHSHGWL HMilenwn o aujalena Qeueal&GSTL (HHMGI. 6TIHEND &6
SN  Q&meo  GuyememL  eMemé@G  aNHLTS GMIHESTMHUND 181 U uTLedled @L LD
QUOHNBSEEDG. Q&L IiTUEMOUNGD  &H6TMI  FF6ITM 6T(HENLD 6R6TM|  HETEDIHL UL HeoTenm  LNFHS)
CIIEFI&HE Qg6 Weld @eveumned o Lpalstiled el H&sLHESOUND &L LLUULIQHEGD He6dr
seremmGu &M uGBAMEG. uslulleot CuTg WS SBHOL QEHEGSLD M Ubhsemen GCOUIhG 6ot
uSlemwill CUTEHS Q&TEIH &H6TM 2 0L W UHmWWD CUTSGH TG 61601 CFUWISEMII,

“@@® W@GLUY 6TIHEMLD 6T 63N& SMTT6dT
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2_Lpa6lT WNgS GLpeuller oiseong)

LUTSI6L enUD LT ShHLD” (GSmI. 181)

6T60TM LIML6Ol63T eLp6VLD eeVRIGS6T Q& mesai(heren SMLEHLOUTEN 2 6T6aIHSHMG HMHGE C&meren
Wlgubd. Gogyih WMEMTEE LML 656D

‘Yool SibHS Sistomenned gmemmh

Heod MG Siemwew afiflG (PmeLE Q& ([HS 560

umed eumjy Gell 2 erefl Hlevy @OHEHI” (GSMI. 344)

6T60TERILD  eufl&HafesT cLpeulDnd: GLOIIFFE HELSHHE L& Sal L GHGIL 65T CLOIHSG Q&mewnig (bhg LIS
60T HIMIGGL LML Q&M(H&E Goueini(RLd 6T6ur 6T6vutentNl 6T Fal L Heng LG NfHg e aNenrhgl
Qb Heor SeTmiedledt LHmIL CUTSHIIG 6TTM (PELEMELSG ST LITLL eNeN&H@GaISHeiT  CLHEVLD
SMUEMLD 2 6uIalledl SLp&HmG SIMILIEVLD.

GlenewoTuilesr LM 6D HWITs (LD

Speid  QueTTEIOTSL  NFWTg  eum(pd  SNTLOL ML  aNLRIGSHANGT  UTDEHMSUNGILD
Q&RTMEI. 6TetTlmG D& SIPSHTSHL LOUL(RSHSHSHFalqll LUTmeLdH SHenew LIML_60&H6N6L €LPeVLD SITeuur
Wb, U8 Brs 2 augyid GCUTGID, B Callms BRsH LGEGW Curgid, Qe LR eum(pLD
GURIGSET, WIMEN6EUSH6IT MHMILD LOMEHTSHEMN6IT U606 SLPSTENID LML 6L&ET &L 19.65 ST (H&H6HTm60T.

uremev HevgHeL 2 @ILGHGD LHGSUSHGLD 2 606y HML&H&MEH Heameouled Fal GIREG
ol L §S60T Q600 GIRISTeNH H6oT Flemevoullerr UFemUIL CUTHGUSDHG UL QL Mmgelled GHlg Newr
@ 2.WrmeT IHHd QOHsSGLD sHalsamenr &anbh oihg wrsHder W& M WHIHS SefanenL
uMss &G QHEGLD Heng QU GIMANHGL FHO1H GGG QSTHHS SHTEID 2 6TIT6IsHgolq Ll
LI6GoTLIN6m 63T

eaipml SMiseN WHTIUS ENGHE),

ERMLILIET 6RLILIEUT 2_6301600)(LD

urgiysnL. WwhSlwl wemew QmHCHTCT.” (GMmI. 278)

61601 UIML6D efl&ef6d CLPEVLDTS L6t GPRIGD QL6 GIRIGLD eResTDenesT 660TMI SFMIHS)
Awhg GELULTS eumpd HemeouNemerud gl GLlgemwl UTHISTSGSLD H6TIleesd @ULTL 6D
RS HIMISEGTDH).

B BT GIHEG QBN @@ WIHHer Smatsem QEMHS STeib GUTE SisHmer (PHIHS)
&Gl eNPhy @WHSH CUTHMDS. SiHS W GIRG QUHS CETeHMHS MRS (LPQUWITS LHS
&M GHTeTL eump eN(HLOLMDED H6T GLigenl Fal LHHTHL6OT UL GG (B Smeor
LLEBD @ Wemew 2 FUNL QF6Tm) FH6or 2 UNeny MUSHIS QSTETEHD QFUISH6MLL,

“GHHMRISLD HTEHSHMEL CUHLEINMNG 2 MHEmen

SN 2 WM SO LOhHE)

&LV CUEITLIMLD Hlemen (L CaIHH

RhG ) AEESHHIL UMLHS 2 ulj QFGSGLD” (GMI. 69)
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61601 TGS SIMTLILIGE eLpeLD QLT GPRIEG C&MeuNg (h&H@GW CUETEmLILILD, 60T GL lgemulLl
UT&IBTSHS GCeucui(BLd  6T6IM  SLENWMWILD 2 aujhg C&TeaeuCamh  weigisamer GumeGel
ANLRIGSESGWD SHAUTPEHSHD CUILLL (B QBSHGIMG! 6T6iiLmSd QASHHSHICSTETEN (LplgULD.

UGSHG 2 60T &6V LIGUoTL]

umemew  HleosEHed euUMIPLD peHOT  Heuigl SeiMled LHOWS STUUGDOGS ST lgeyleren
LOPRIGEN6T LIL6DL&6mem &6iT Q&HMDLINETD G&5H 2 5jHG SOMGHS 2 6WIeUTES CQSETHHGD 6T
B&LpsmeuD, CQeuuNeOET S6TenIDemUI HTHS (PIQUWITH GLl&H@ S6iT 2 L 606 HLOMeL RUICQIHSSLD
QLTSS QsM(hHeHS 2 5ab WraEmULD dhESHSHMISGSL aNGLONs,

“HEOIEUSHFHEMEL (LPGHIHEM6V &HTeOl6TT MMl

USUNeINSEG QemmEepd ueb2 L QUHHSTeL

eflwier 2 (R 2ihey @60 QbHEh&eor

QaM&s HewL Wrtler e WM& HILPOTEH” (GMI. 213)

61601 HMEHHSH QHMMMEUETN6T LITL 6D CLHEVLDTS LOMET QST (Hh& S6TMLILILD &63T (&L Lq.ulear
B8 Qametg(bhE LUTEFSHMSU|LD, GGEOUL QUTMILEHLULD HOILICOTLD.

LOMelT Fal L G6mG GCUTLGeN H6iT &MMSMSGL CUENL LTHSTSHGSD LI WITemesTuilL (LD
A(H5558a1qU1 STLFOWI,

CQUTSHGHIQEL SMD HG WITSSILI

Gumfl SIDT WP 2 ([HEUTEGSE)

LOESLY SLEMSUTCT UMRIE 2 WIRIGHEL &

SmisL Qu@BenT 2 MmUE SJ&HGLD

SLID@BLIY WITEn6sr (Gm). 255)

aNeN&GUG60T  UTUTVNS  SL6T0T  WITEM6UTLITENS|  &H60T  WITemenT  Fal L GHleoT LSLITNGwNmIILI
CUTEGUSHEG "W LIS LLMLSGMETS &6oT Q&HMDLUSOTL GHH 285G 2 WeITsHsH
QarhésE  Hepalmerl uHe| CQFUIGHT D ETUD, GELUSHET 1B& QHhEEEFalqL
QUTIILLD, SL MWD 6THHMBUIH| 6T60TLIMS N6LMIGHMN6T QFUILSET cLHEVLTS UNHG C&mertern
WL ST

A5IGUTeL gyevor LOMEMID, QL6 WIHID Qenemwihs STL(h 2 66 BHSNL(H LemevuT6d
(B 2 6ten GemerTuiled B SIGBHEHONL B @enevr LNFTG QHHGD STLHWS GSMIHESHTENS 317-
QI UML6L USle| QFWIH6TME).

LD 6018, ] & (6YH L 6VTIT60T 4 60TLY

weNgjseNLb ey Qarau® eumpb elomiGasmear UnM WHGHUTES &hE QeodHELl
uTtLeu&efled MBS BUCUTD.  wellgear  Quipamsamw  Ch&HHH  QubemsCun  aImphHs
SMVGL L GHleL &TL(h elevmi@Gaener 6Tl FeremUlILUBRSHH 6t QFHH  meud S (hhSmest
(T60TLSMNGS GSMIHOSTENS LML 6D 60TM FTLFWIDTES Q\(HSH6TME).

SML(hU usailg@ienlLul seimrearg dagwmmhé QFaim Galjsefllld HEhFD LGhG eumLpLd
Benev gHUGHME. COULTHET &S NGHS AHTCUT(H HTUMMSH ASDES 2 66 Q&T(hSS)

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 284-289 | 288
IOR
QKESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 T. Karthick Raja/ 2026

UTSISTSEE 6D, N6 SHETIDTEIGH SHettenlenLl Qevrdeng WLMHE LeNSTECaT(H QESSHLONS
QmHEH 6T QFeIHSHID LttenLL QUMIFETD HaLpeilenesst

“SILDTHEHETT JhLOM6T DCFNS GLpe
sresteu] TGLU Qeuf @ Qen Fimhis
&eoId BHevrelll M Glql UL QL6 (GmI. 322)

6T6OTERILD LML 6L aufl&efen epevld eNGIseilLd eNeLmI@GS 6T QHTeuL 6T LeoLLGE M.

(Plg &en1

96T 6T60TLIGI 6NGHEMISHES WL (B 2l 2 e QeLeney Gl 6TV 2 UNTEHEHSHGSWD 2 [l
o Wil ueIIUT@GLD. of.-Mememr 2 ujsHefler 6Ty GMSSHID el UGLY SMSGHID QAFHTLSTLNLILD
d(GHGIMISHOIDG|. QLT GIRIEG H6oT GLlgemil LIICUTH Slenansglds Qamen® HerGur G
UTHSTEHGLD QFIIENEOU|D, L& SH6UTG SH6TMISHE LML 261l (Reusm@ &1 Fal L Hmsl LNflbhg eNenns
af(p SH(HUOULD L6msHLWD STl (PG HTME. 6THEMD H6oIg SHeMILLD Q&Hmeuo GLIT6ITLTEL  SIT6oT
CIFENIHEG ClF6L6L  LDETLAICLELTIDED &60T &HesTemM &MOM UL SHMUIEHLOUTET 2 6576018 S 6NS U|LD
ANHG Qamemer (g &HTMG LTemeL HleoGHSHed eum(pLd LomeTsemenT Fal L LD LFWITEL eumgul GUTg)
SLEUT DM H60T &MHMHMG eTGUT(h CUEW UMHISTLLIENSID, HGICLITL UWITMEST Fal L LD &6
GOHOHMSL UAUNmUNON(BHS UTHSTLULMSW|D eNaThi&is C&HTeTeus e cpeud  aNleumiGsaflsr
SIGTLABMN 6THHMSII HESTEMDWNLIIGTEH QHSHMG 6T6oTLmNS LGlhGH C&meTen (WIq&H6TmEI. 46000
GUR&6T QDUMLS SHTRISSQSTETET (WPIGUWITEH G GIRIEG &H6T 2 uNempCl HHMSETHSH SUITHLD
Qe GuielemUWd  BOY  RPESHMSULD  Hmearsderm  Curgl  wefgisemer el
aNeumIG&HeNLC  oi6iT QpMwImsn g GuGeoonhs QS 6eUms QbHd Ulaimerd Hmiel
WPWNHESKTMS). AuimensGuwm( B\em6u0TlH &l QUMDHS ULDHSLOILDTS6IT &6V RIG SerMl6dT
Qeweourhsmend Qaman®h Her Meney  aflejuBGSHHs QM6 g WLHWL  G6eL6e0MDeL
eaNHMISEG CHemauwmsr eumpPelicd SIMhRIGMeTU|D Sl6T QBOUNEmeTU|D  WOHM  i-MHlen6wr
2 uNjsafLO(bHS SOMIG Q&ML 6T6oTLSH QHS S (Bemyuiledt eumuNeLMSLI LIO6STTHETMS)I.
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