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The Tradition of Hero Stones in Tamil Nadu
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karthikeyan.selvam@kahedu.edu.in Throughout history, societies have preserved their past by recording significant events

and cultural traditions. The history of hero stones (Nadukal) can be reconstructed
through archaeological evidence, non-oral and oral traditions, inscriptions, and literary
sources. Among the ancient Tamils, the custom of erecting memorial stones in honor of
those who sacrificed their lives and worshipping them was a deeply rooted cultural
tradition. These hero stones stand as enduring symbols of courage, sacrifice, and
collective memory within Tamil society. A Nadukal is a commemorative stone erected
in memory of a warrior who died heroically in battle or an individual who sacrificed his
life for the welfare and protection of the community. Such memorials are also known as
Veerakkal (hero stones) or memorial stones, reflecting the high esteem accorded to
bravery and selfless service. Beyond commemorating individual heroism, these stones
also preserve valuable information about the social, political, and religious life of
ancient Tamil society. This article examines the tradition of hero stones in Tamil Nadu
by exploring the reasons for their erection, their historical antiquity, and the categories
of individuals for whom they were established. It highlights the cultural and historical
significance of Nadukal as enduring monuments that preserve the memory of sacrifice,
valor, and the ethical ideals of the Tamil people.
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(LPETDIEDT

wefs FepshGaied GOD  CGHTETEMOWITET  EUTLDOINUIEL  (PMMEBEMETU|LD,  LsGorLmL (B
(P EMMEEMETILD Q& megorL CLOSLONMS SLOILp &CLPSLDMEIIS) SHSLULGEHMDS). @eumenm
LemMETHMIQISDOSTE  STJOIRISELLD, FTOTMISEHLD  Heomuwl o @u®. SleummieT eeim  BHH &6
alplur®. @mbsealrseiler Heneraurd &6 BLLOUL(R QMMM SHS Fpd &S QI(HLHCHTMID
QUL &&alqul HsDe| Qermenebd STELLGEDS. S5FHOSW puTL G Wem SIS (LD
o au®p. @& GMEHS QevsHl, QFHTELIIL FTHTMIGHET JUTETDTSS HenL GGleernen. HLOLPSSHe6L
BH&H&T GNHSGH Yllag Q&L (Hengullest CHITSSLOMGLD.

SLOPBITLIg60 BB ST

SODBTL gL BHSHL dHRSHGSLD  UPSHSHD  SUUPRISTOIN  (PHCL  Q(BHSIETETENLDEMIL,
QFHTELEOILIEL  SYUIOGET  CLPEVID  HMEUIIPIGEMG. SHOPHTLI1g60  UeDeveU), GCEFMP,  LIT6TOTIG.UIT
SMLHHVID SHIGT, LTew], @Uregqrdal [ GCumeaim oI WHLleTjsHeile SHTuGSHeId LNM&TeLSHHeL
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aubhs  Qammisery,  eNMQWhsy, BTwEs Ny PACWTHET  STuSHHID  HESHMHSET
SECL GHSLLL(ReTTeer.  SUSFIL 60T  QHTeHeHL.  LDEIILLSHHEID,  CQ&BMHEG DG LSS eYILD
SuflligLmeT  HESHHSET STEWILLGEHGIDET. GHTUH  QFRSLD, H;LUF, LBOHsTE W a
LUGHsaNeL 9158 sleneiled QbhGleTaTens SMILI(PIGHME).

mBSmaefler CHTMHMLD, euemy&FS

SLODBTLIG60 SIMDSGSIULL  QUIHRISHSTD  MOLILSET QUIHLDUTILD  @MbhS e[S Eh&H&TS
SIMDSGSHILGLD FLOFHETMRIGHT YGWD. QHS FLOEFEGTEIRGETND 90-FHMNHFHLD HELEUL L  6UMGHEDUIF
FMIhHGHemed. B6UEUMSIITE FLOFH6I6TIMIST CL(HLUTeONssT QL RISaTNeL HHSMHEHOTEHSE &L &E6oTm6uT.
QSEHMIEISHHTL  HELEULL  6UMSBEMIL  [TLOFEGTEIDONSES Q&ML W&HESEHD  HHSOL  THSHGLD
QNESHSHMG QaMeL. Gy Fewsl MNfleney CEIHGHUTHTS Q(HSHEVMD 6T6ITLENS 2 6801) (LPlg & M.

BH&H&ET S0 510 HIHOTEIGEL QHHE ML SK6Mert. 6T60IGel HELAIL L FLOFH6iTendHens
QUPESHLONGS QEHTEIL &S HHSMEHEME  CNSTOSIITEHET 616N FaMEOMD. &HLAILL  6ImS
TLOEFSTRSET dREGL (Weom Hem Nt BEBHEBET ST QSTLFEHWINS  6TPUULILILIQ (HES
Geuani(hd. gheomeL QGG HMvGHHleL LML DG LGHEHL FHTLHHAND LMGHEGSD QIPSGSHLD HHSLD
SMWILLULL T  BEBOSET  61gled  6T(pUUILL NlDemev.  6T6uIGed  SMLNIGEMET  FFLOESl6HEURISATTS
Q&ML 0&&HET H(HHEL T(HHGD LPSSLD QELEVTHAUTHETEHS SHTCUUTLILIL L 60Tl

BB SMBET 6T(LPLILIS &ITIJ6T0T Rl & 61T

Qurgeumsll QuUEGLDUTETET BHSHDHSET ATFOISHTHI CUTT QFIgG 2 Uy BSHSHUTSHE&HEHMTS
pUUOULL 6. GMIEE, (pebemew, HHwW Heomsaled BHEMEBET SAHSD  SMEILILIEGHTMG).
Qiphleomseilett QLG eumphg &S NHEASTH G(pmeus CaIbg &SN HTLHML Senen
safhg Q. Subenm WBLusHG gOULL LFosealsd 2ullj B58 eofjeeréd bhHee
a0 &0 Qeemer Heny SHeufHe0, Heng WL L eT6nT Femeull eNeuflé&ermer. Qsmgwl eNeomGsT(H
Curmgmg 2 uNj BSHUTHEFESTHED HHSMS6T 6T(HSSLILIL L 6oT.

BB &M 6T 616m 56T

QammiE BTG, SLUf, eLgnHesrTh P UGSH&aN HESDHET HHSD STEEILILIEGE6TM6T.
Qemex &H.N5-b BIOOTEOIH (WHL &.L.181D HIOOTEIGSNGT STLHHMNEG 2 L LLL D YGSLD.
Beneniey&aM&6l, HH&6, afjse6, FHESH6 6161 CLPETMIEUMSLILIEHLD.

@Qemeu e BHeLeL WENGGCerm, UTEGerm @mHSH CUTH o6t Hemereund HLLLL L HMTGLD.
SLOL  algeuddHed @@ USHD LWLEL 2 (HEURSEHT Slquiled TPSHHISSEHL  QuIDISSLILIL GL !
VLG QaumId 2 ([HuGHIL Gt JAMWLHEAHEGLD. Gumfled affb &My @mhgGuTeT  elljesier
QuwenTUD, gpMmeneow|d NeTsS 6T BLL &L aff&HeHed emiuLL g

affspIL 65T Sieu6tm WensTaNU|d QMBS GHLLINGT QHUBHEGLD CEIHH THSSULLL &6D FH&HS60
61601 SIMNGHLILLL &|. Sheunest @L GILMWD CUet SInfhg Hlemeoulled oievevgl Hleotm Hemevuiled
QUGB  SUTTH UG MEGMWLS CHTESHE ABHOL 2 WIHHE STL(HUSTES &5&H6D
Qeg15sUIUL(H @[HSGLD.

bhemH&aNeT  Senwolly, QFH  PHweumMsdT  SlqliLemLuNed  Slemeusemen  LiLGCIM)
umsWTsEL  Mflsseomd.  Gumfled  effjogeand  SOLHGHUTHEHS WLLESM  QeusuGoum)
SRS EHHSTS QMHSHEUTHEHHGSD Hlenesiays sNHEHMT &S CHTHMIONS S 6.
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QEBTOMIL LLFO&HET, QL SH(HGHL &L, FH&HHE, HLGI6T LMUBCHTT &6, HHHJ OMLLD
SlEGHACWIMT &0, 2aTHESETHSHT6 &60, G LS L T6r (9) Heom BLLMET &6, DD STHSHTE &6,
LI GUITEITENLD &6, FTEUMIL Le0GH, FHIMEII] &6, Uerefll UemLs Camale, Leds@GsHHL
ULL et &60, LT GSHHL LULLIT6T &6D, Gy GHHI LULLTET &6V, 61(hGH QUTHST &H60, BHITUISHSG
B(H&60, CHMNGSHE, HEUSHEILSLD, LIMDL S610Tlq. LDTEIILIT] &6D, 66wl GLO6L HiEhHM &6, 560606
wrl QuTM&s HenetTeysee0, CaHMUIL Ml 2 UNJONLLT6T &H60, FHHWGHMG &HTEHS 2 UNFONL L meor
&6, WmemenT GHH LLLM6T &0, HeNd@ 610G5FH BHEHSH, 6I(HMWLESTS 61(HESH HEHSHEL 61601
BEHEBMSEMET LeveUTmTSHL Nifl&Se0MLD.

@ev&slLmiseaflev HB &L aufumT®

QevsEmGaNeL LDBTHNMI, HSHTHMMI, QHRGMIBHIMI, ULl eTUUTEmeD, DeneOLIGSLMD Sl
& MIL&eMNL HH&HL UMM GMILILSGET LI 2 6Terenr. SSBTEHIM| LITL 6D 626516V,

“H60 SIS SLHS BHTEHIEHL LDMEU]

QuUW@BL HEWL TRHLSTASTMID

569 &L 1w NPRIGHmen HHEHL”

steorm Moy S Ledleor  CGung 2 uNflpns ) ai@ise bHE  mEUSSILLL &S
FamIFleiTmGl. CLOgYILD LMBTEDIDHM LITL6D €265TM),

‘UTImL. (BRI LGIGME CFIdHs

OILAIGSSH CSTHSHS CFDLLR SHeuenouim®

SiewNum 1560 FLigll QUi QUITMSS)

@6rhl BLL 601Gy HELEYILD” 2

L6n& Lomeuen] spl el el iqll eiijer euspid GCuTHGer QMBSHILILL T6T. SUMISES TeduLd,
SEUETNUD &L lg QUWIBLD QUTNIHSH AQUMIGHES HELMEVU|D BHLLHTH SILIUTL D FoMISH6TDE).

LMD UDBTEIOMIL LML 61N &Jheng meust eflphs BE&veoTHWg UHM
Fa UL (HerTeng).

‘UL, SLHIAUI H6LELIT QICLETIEL

2_LDEM&; G Fa6h& SMLOLIL L 1q.

BIG (DN 3168T60T HMIDLLBI SJHeNG

aNyGSiMN wiremy WM &L L

Heng@eustt H&. HHHL P&Huw” °

MELLILBSLITD 6T60TM FadSITOMIL UL UNd Q@b QLMmseNd BH&L umdiw Q&S SeT

QL QuMIKeTTMeT. H(H&H6LE0IEL 2 (HEUMIGET SIL6VG pONUIMIGEHT Q(HHHMSUILD UPLEHLD HL6)6NTs
HHEL QHHHMGHUD @eueuflSHenled SHTeuTevNLd.

“6Q60T601T CIGe)eU] 2 6meve) QLS8 456G 60T
BeLauL QuUT(HSS BHT6HT 2 6mL LOMEN]
Q&eveom KL 6ME QUWICTTEH BHLL

&6 €J& HalemeL eIauan|ie LewGeal” *
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@UUMTL 6060  LDMEUGHT  6R(HEUET LIMSGEUTHMENE FMUSSHT60T, 6Tesflenid CUTHIEL  LOMETTLT60T.
SN H LUSenpL GUTHMIETTTET. LoD BLh QFeLed eulfl Nl QL MsHefled MIGHE &6
BLL 63T 6T60TM) LD6MELLIL(RSLTD FamISmE)!.

hG &L aufur@®

Qeul &, srheng Cumysefed afjrad SemLhg affjsaisr Henereurs HLUULL HHSHSm6N
Qzuieunrss  &SmEH eumhE UL Hmew  FUPSESH  gOULLG. BEHSH QFUIEIDTS
QUEITRISLILIL L M@ Leved] OMRIGL. SILPM) &meiimensEHmim.

“€@60IQLD6NT FahHed @RETEMIHD Iiiflene

BEHEBL MBEST(PGH LTQLDd” °

g hmrssmenujemLil  Gameen] 2 Wihs Calhensd  rSHSHEr [  CBHTHGHISHSHemenL
LemneTGITmeLUTNed QST(HEHSH HOMSHGHH LML Fllg BH(HSHELMED CUEDIMIKE] 6T60TM LMBTEHIMI
FaMISME).

BE&L QUHUTL g6l QUTPS BH SV (LP6TT SeTemend HeLRIGANE MeUSHGH LOL SG6u].
QELLOHWM(HS GLigemw Ued QaTheger]. SlglgdHg edtui(puiiern aearnm QFwiglemul,

BOBD IeOHL 1S HigILGESS

CamuNé senmenm(® &lehe Led QsrHé@GWn” °

616011 LIML6L €LpeULdD IMNIHG Q&merten (WDIgHMG. HHMMT UMPLGSHET HLd 26 MGCH Q(BHE
BESHSMET  HetTesiymig ey, QBULLMHM eNe&CHHMET BHMIDEIL Lend GUITLL 6. AT s
QB HEHS6MEL HLOLDHS ).

“@evev(® seaflest HeLGlqd FmmiL

UemLB(H 60606 HITLLIGO! Wil lq

BetteafmLlg QBUIH Hewend Qsmafl@w

LORISI6S OMLILENS LOMIGL 60T SHLO(LPLD

S([H (P 66T Q(HSHMS”

CMsEIL.  UTL60&6eMeT  cpevd BHESHEET QHUIITS IEITRISULL L MGUID  eUMHenm

6TEUQUMM)]  QUEMIRIKEIT? 6TEOTLEMSUD SO (PIgHTmG. SOCUTEH UL BHSMSHET H6v &HSHEHHS
GELQGUIEULDTE 2 6IT6E).

HH&H6L cpevd HMIWeLMGLD QFUIH S 6T

BHEHEL ET6TLMEN HHHHS &ML OILKET, ATFTSHeRlen L&, QM seorgemyn, Gumy
(PEMMSB6T 2 6Mafll L JITanmesl SIDFRIGET GMNHSH aFemMHMIS HHILSHMETS CHTeuI(heTendl. @& 6o
MUV  YUNTSSHEMSHTET UGS EHSGSL LNMGLD Y eucmhisSeNeT  SHemehSWons  HHSMHS6N
aNenhld) QUBATME 6T60TLSH QSH6ITELPEVLD LIGVETTHMS)I.

(W15.66]

SLO&SSL Leveved], GCEMPJ, UMEIMQUI] &TLSHHEID, SRIGJ, UM, @QUTEQIqFal [
CumeTCOMy STLHHVID BTWLSES] STLHHVID HHSHL 1HHGD UPHHD 2 eener. &L 1(H&HEGLD
SMIhIGET, BHHSDHEHMET  UMESHeT Q&S (Heng euruileons JNWOTEDG. @evsHumiseafed
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BHREO&ET OMID BE&SeT aflur@. eufumiged &6 aRUCUT), &0 BHLL @Lid, 2.uljl ued
upMwé QeHsamenDd SIMLWPREADE. BESHDHSET LG 2a1], HeUDMIET YL ST, HTeVLD
Sleumiett  Siemoliy  upMiw  QFWLHSeT  aNenSsLLL (HeTaTer. LMDLS6NGLL LT  &60  CLPEVLD
SLON&H ST Lw LGHSHaNID BTHESHmS QOFUIQIDTS 6K QUbhSH6] 6TeTLme ML (WDigHME).
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