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ueduin Human society is generally understood to have evolved through three major stages: the
primitive communal or hunting society, the pastoral society, and the agricultural
society. During the third stage, human civilization witnessed the emergence of stable
family structures, organized cultural institutions, and systems of governance. Within
these evolving social structures, the status and role of women underwent significant
transformations, giving rise to enduring questions concerning gender, authority, and
social equality. The English term "Feminism" is rendered in Tamil as "Penniyam", and is
also referred to by some scholars as "Pennilai Vatham" (the discourse on women's
status). Feminism seeks to understand and articulate ideas from the perspective of
women's lived experiences while advocating equality, dignity, and justice. Throughout
history, women in many parts of the world have remained subject to various forms of
social subordination. Although they have played indispensable roles in family
administration, childbirth, child-rearing, and the preservation of values such as love,
compassion, and care, women have often been denied equal recognition and autonomy
within society. Against this background, this article examines the feminist dimensions
reflected in Kurunthogai, one of the classical anthologies of Sangam literature. It
explores the representation of women, their emotions, agency, social roles, and
interpersonal relationships, while analyzing how the poems portray women's
experiences within the cultural and social framework of the Sangam age. The study
seeks to evaluate these representations through the lens of feminist literary criticism,
highlighting both the cultural status and the lived realities of women in ancient Tamil
society.

Keywords: Kurunthogai, Feminism, Equality, Social Framework, Penniyam

(LPETEIED

FhGHTL 16 QeHHIIMIGEND eaIDTET GMIHOSTMS, CLGISHETNGT 1561 6TNT6)&HEMENILILD,
Sujgeaner &eps  Hemevedld 1S  QYWMSL  ULDNGEHSHS STLGEHDE. Qeenmwl  Helsst
QuettiemNuld CHMLUM(R&6T (Feminism) GCHMTOIMIUSDES UL BHIHOTEN(HSEHSG (PTG, ClLeTmS a6t
SEITEREND, &FHHhHTEF HhGHemesl, LOHMID 2 aaIed FJamiGemeT GSMIHESTNS LML 6L&ET OIS
CrisHwnsl ude| CQ&wLgleTeral. QS5HMEW  Fepsd UeMTESR 2 608D (P(PUGID Hevaluieng
wrefLeaniied spiieseied Qamem wrjser GumetCmmy QeueNUU@GSSlleereny. SHLOILDF & LpeOleL
FhSG QesHIW  STELCWETM  FamUUBSHTD  &.(P.300 (PFH6L H.N.300 euemyuilevmest  SMIBHIM)
Sh(HEHTEL  ureLTHMEL 6NG FepHD AMLHSH 2. &8 eueMIEFsH Henevenuls SMuI(LDIqUD. FMmITY
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etteory, Geubsy, SIPFY 6T601M UGLND euemihH(HLLMS FhSI UTL6L&6T Cl&eleamishH &estmer.
GG SiEmULD (P(peLWELHEBHS S

QuessTUmmD Ljsveusafleit Sy 6mLD

GMIHRSTOSHUND L GALMESHL UTLO&meTl  UMgquiejsHaied GMUINL$5586 Slenalley
QuesTLITD  Leveuf&eT  opeul). epememeulj, GeustaNofBny, ¢&sal] WLIFTSHWMT, B EHOHEWITT],
h&saumeneonLTy  GumeTm  Uev  Quedoiummd  Leveuf&eT @&l  UmselGgGieneney.  GOIILITS,
QeuseNaIFLIMy 6T 13-UML6L&ET GSMUIHASTMSHUNE @IL bELIMHMm)eTerer.

@emeu Quengeafest Nfleys Guwj, &THedler Falgbd, WWOMID FPSHSH6T (6T  CILICTIS6IT
HTASMeTEHD 2 enefuled CUTITLL MiGener &S e Fwnns  CeueNUuLBSHHISTm6T. oy cvusenest
UMeneuuNed  SleLeLMDED, ClLeTTGHeMeoT LMJemeuuiled GuUetIGemenTtl UMM LS6USH6T @emed  6T6TLS)
@geo1 L.

o el CueTaWSHOHGWL, @HHw GOLuTs: SO CQUETENLSSHMHGD  eurpeaiuled
WemMUTNGILD, HELTEFFT] HenL (Pemm&ailend QU@ Caumum@Gaen 2 emerer. @bEHUIL CLGISEmENL
QUIT(H & & 626D Qu6ToTEUTTILL A58 5 6T Q&weLLIm(H 56l 6T63TLIEN 62L& 6D61T QeuG &L
SMLMRISATNEO(HHGHISTET SMTEEU(LPIGH6TME. STUNLIRISATNID QUEHLDUTEYID QLTI erilesr GUITTTL L LOM6sT
QUMDEMEF  HLOOL&EHD, (pJELTHSEHD, UeeNgme  CHTLUTHSHEID  SUHET  HTEHSHMIGET
Gumssimemeussem LUMHMNICW LHe| QFWWILLL (Bererssl. Q&esT cHev GGl 6T6oILIMS CHTELSTLILINLIS S6dT
aumuileons Qgefleurs SINIWIREDS. QHTOSTUNWLIL  QUT(HTHSTIHHET  SHerallled, SMLILIGD,
Quuiiumiquied GumssimeummMistr cLpeuCLd GueTIISHaflest eumpeiicsd GMes CFefeums LTI
Qup WKRHME. FRSL LGOI &TLSHHD, &MU  WIHSTHaNET  SOLUSSTHSE, L& Sleu,
‘efifug Heshl sTarQmeLELMD CUTHMLILIL (H6TTeTedT.

QU6TOT 2 L_6Y|LD 3),(61H6MLOU|LD

FRISGHTLHH @meUmMS HLRIGMETUD REUMSL LGTLT(HSMOTWLD  STEuHCmD.  Slenesor
gieoTugl  Hleugmeuld  (PESHMSWILD  GOILLSTSD QUGB  QaTTeTILGEHMG. &S SHewev
PRSBSOS LOIBIHO (GDEHE), QBHHHL (PELM6), 261 60 (LD@BSLD), QIRIGEHD (ABUIGED),
Nflged (UmemeL) 6T6oTE FRISL Leveu] O eumIWenmD QFUIGI6ToNG. (P&SHD LG BL SO
Slaufseaflent QuT@baied eumpensr NDUMIGETS LNFHLEOSHMS).

“SIMOLD MSLDLOIF6H HMHRIGHL TMGCHT (HMMIETIEHIN:39)

‘WHHS NNHLenev Wwimest 2 Hm CHMISES” (HD-80)

ST NGHWUMMI, Fal (Ppuwing Haeouiled, Simg e CHML 6160TCMH &(HSHEIMISH6NT. “@6elT
2 Uy Heu§ SMG, TG QUG 616016 SN (LD LTHEMTI.

“‘HIPRISSD CalqeL 2 (1pg HeobLm

menevallener &restell] QSMIG6T (QhiEGMI:270)

GeusmevLiNflaNlenest QUGS HlemeuTll Leld &MHHD, SHenenuMGHHe0, Hefl SlgHev CUTETD
CoumeLsEp&HGLD, Coulsnl., SHlU6TD WSS, CHAMESHD CUTEHTM CoUmeD SHEM6T 3 6T e &HEGLD
LTS5

Camifluiler FH&MIUPLD 3iM))6)& &alJeRLOU|LD

§h& @eu&AIIL Quetseiled L& euedlemiduwlmest GlUeGeRNWS GJeons 6e0ILLG CHmLPuUN6DT
GUeLNGL. GMIHOSTMSHUNL CHMHWITETIOIHT HmevallshE Ceumid FHWINE WL (KD @6LELTIDED, &b
amhe QUNSTLIqUITSELD, &bhGHeneTmTeamynseald CgFweouhEmme.
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SIMSQASTH MHMEL: HemeveuedT STHMeLL QUOCOHMHEGWL FPSESHEHMGL MGHHWILLNS
qGSHMISSH, SufsaNeT  SHHLaHmE BLHH MUSGSL WU Qurmimuwd  GCHMAGW
JHEMITE.

HemevalmesT @lq&HHMIHHED: HEMeVEUET H(HLOGUILD CFUILIS STLD HTPSHHIDCUTCHT SlL6VE)
GCaum seaum QFLWDCUTCHT, QU HSHMWIUD SLEMWDMWID &FLIQSSHTL LG  6UM6
Cryeulflliu(psEHID  (Qu g mrs@h) o il CaMHsEe Qomhds. Q& AsHTELL  CL6TIS66T
Guéalenemuiu|d M6 SSHmemeTID ST (HHMS).

Gemevalluiletr 2 6wTe & GiHHSTLD
GMIHASTEOSHUNCD (B FHemeved, Qeumid L &6 R(HSSHLOTETUMTECEUT, HUIDTHE HihSHEHES

QaflwngeuemmaGeur  HHHFEGSULLONCLEMED.  JEUST ST SHTHL 2 GIJeySHenensd  &HHETLOTS
QeueiL(BSGID S EHEDLD CI&TETIIL CUETT.

&T&6VI60T 4LPLD

"HevHHeId QUG eumefgid 2 WihHHTCH.." (SMHOSTENS 3)

616018 &6tT HTGHEV6T LBGMer stTemL QuDensCWIT(h UL (HE SWEHSTNL CuEHD &SHHETLD
SUEHSHS QBHHE.HmeveaustT  Gettemest LG NfHE QFHIDTVILD, HQUDIGETEHS — H6oT
SWHlWmsngsnwl QLOSSTDED, &THNHT AMSCHTH STHH(HHGD LETEUENILD QBT CUATTSS
H6meLal LIEHL SSLILIL (HeTenelT.

Sruileir 2_emaileyid L& Geu(pLd

pOOML, QFeNedgHmML HHCWITHer UTSSHTRIST QuUetISHeflstt (WHFEFHMWS &L (Hh&eiTmenT.
&6 &6 et @GLINWeCsmG aflsnL e (F QFaImang MWD QFaNOSHTUI, SieuUsm6NL
ULNISSIeMISHSTIDE,"LUTme0  HleugHled QFLQID 61601  SEFHEG ShF CeuuNled &LMDL Q&S
Ceueri®CLy”  6Tor  QUINMSUILLD @QURIGLD SHTulet QLOETENOWITET 2 s ERD Q&L LHey
QEwwtuc (pererer.

UpSmsWy NS LMjenel

S6U0I6U6T  UDSHMBUIL LD  QFeTm)  HGOUDLGCUTE, Seuemest el igM@GsT  EBILEHSSTLD6D
argellGeCil G568 HMSHS &6t CaMUGHMS (2oL 60) QeuafliuBGHHID 2 Hfemw  Hmevalss
QEHs3. @5 GGLL AMLUNDGE CLEITDIES QBHS AHEMEMSE GDSADI.

‘YUdest Lyouur@ rrml HrEpLd

BI&SH&6TM 2 MMM 6T6TLO6IT LjeV6UI]

ursengwimn NfHE STeneowimssr (AGTeL.SML].185)

6T60TM) QHMTLSTUNLILD FomIF6TMGI.

GMIHOSTMSHUND  QUETIIHET EWTHEHE FepsHGSHlen CaumId  Slgen&SaTHGaUT, &ML
QUL &a&Geur S5 AHFEHSILLONCLMED.  DTMTS, SRHIGET EUTDEMES SIS STRISGeT
ConeshaGD o flend (Hata)), M SHHILTL &HLlgd CaHLGW Glewne], LOMID  SLOLDTES
ShSHemeSHMeTT QST 6UTHEMTSHL  LenL&SHLILL (Rerterien]. @& O&EF SOHhHESTH  CLcwoesns
SLLenLOLIenU BHLO&GEG 2 6WIJHSHIHMGI.
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GMIHASTMS UL QLTS oM e

§MIG @60 & ELIMIGeT6L €60TMIM6T GMIHES TS, "H6LEV GMIHESH TS 6T60TM)
AUNsSILGADE. Q& STHMeLL LUTHID USHTCL 6T6TMMeId, @Il muiyh HPEnGeErH@ (W6
SLODE FepsHHled QUeTTemNe BHlemey, SieUeTH ShEFMD WMHMID 2 WITeYF &HHHSITD P HIeUDEHM
0% HLUDTSL ugley Qauwigleneng. helsr Cuememin Cuad 'suwblijem 2 flenwn &h&é &meoLl
QuetmgeilL b @uieoLTsECer QbHGHenS QUILITL L& 2 6101 & &S 63T 6.

Quesorumm Leveujseafleor Lmusefliy

GMIHRSTmSHUTNGT  HMUCL  HL UM uleten  QUEITUTD  LIGVAITHENTSHT6.  GR6MEMEULLITIT,
QeueteNeEwImy, SHIOHEUITT 6T6oTll L6V CLIETIS6NT HMIGel6 2 6WIJ6eY&Hemensd HTRISCH SHellens&enns
QUGS S6OIT.QUTHIEUTS, 6(h ClLIGTIIEHT6N 2 couiemed 6] 6ol SHedlEhedT LTHUSDHGLD, ClLesGevor
urteusm@GL eNGHWMFD 2 6. GCeusteNatHluimy CUTETD LeveUTSH6T, Henevall &6l HTHe06M6SH
Colnd QeeLaumGHUID, oleustrdH Lfleured gOHUBD 2160 LIHDMRISGMEILD (LFMeV) 6TeuaNsHs
SWSS(WLOTMIL LmgujeTenen). @& CUeIseaNer UL LLUEF &HHATSHSHMGE &MeTDIGLD.

&Mg6L CHallev Guevoreseileor 2 flemLo

GMIBRASTMSHE STLGHHCL 'GeTe] 6TEILLEL HTHEL LOID HRESHSSLILLIG(BHSHE. €206
Quetor HmeoT M(HLOLD Shem6eanid CHIHOASEHEGLD 2 flem QUDHMD(HHSTET.

"QELbLevl QuwieLBT Gumeo

Sl6TL6ML. QBEHFLD HMMIGELHSHETGEU" (LML 6D 40)

QL Hemeveusit CUEGEUSHTEH MBS (HHSTVID, Q@ LOOTHSEHLD FLOOME @encuelm & GLL
Qg sML(HHMG. QUHCOHTT UTTHSHE QFUWD HHWLasHeme all, S6T WaIHNHGL NigsHeenes
Caijey Q&FWILILD 'Agentic' QLIGTITEWITECEU FhiS HTLS Hemevel @\(hHSHEMMeT.

Complulleir HTHIIEL 34, (61H6MLD

FRIGL UTL6L&ATN6L Hemeverst, FHemevad, BHOMMI, CFaled, Lmeue GUTETMEUTHETTE &Hens
Ha&ESST S LmssUUGEHGIDET.  HHPFHN BLEGW CuUTCH o L alspainssd SHmGHeeHeanpLd
HyewuNssLUGHADS. SSHTHIMMIL LML L&D &Hm& S Heitenld @Q@bLILmS Taflending  @6ord
SMI(LIGHMG.  Sibepeuemy  e(pHul  CQBUIZDL  Hemewnr  FMHG UTLEOEL  (10) QBSGLD
B SHOIUNLID FTIHE FamiGenen QRCSH smeweund. QUels@GM abhgl HMELLDSHMETS SHEueyINHMI
PRGL Fmeowssmer EHIUILLEG Herm CHMH FaMiFns enbGIeTer LML 606D &S 6snLD
SHsME QHSEHDE).

‘6UIM6ST SHL 60 LTLIN6L &Teum@ TS,

L8651 H6T0I(H 66 CILDED I(HLDL 26T1LD& S,

WL (P& Yettenend FL 6 Heneo LOmEF Hemeor

GCampinesauet WN&F SMHE s eFTLOULTEDTET. GCHTH  HemevalulleT aUTDEHmSUT6L
BOLQUOHD  HspEHeowl  aeuflgséd Qemealmsd dESSHMILIL  ¢6r  llaTh&éd  Q&MeTeTeLmLD.
@mAng  eungsefstt  WeTHmG N Frsmod HHums &mg e6am  LilbhHASTETETeOMLD.
SYEDSBIITED, SIDELPEUGTTHEH CQBUIHE ST LITL6D (Lp(LPMLOWITE &g 61(RSGHIMILImLS Clsmssui(h
aNeMBIGH MG 6T60TM ForMiOIL6OMLD.
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Quesoremnl  CHT&EHL UMTHHTL, GSMIHOSTMHUNL e D WS uhG GCaHMNGSG
Smeir.  gleuem  Qeumid  CausmeussMl  Slbey;  Gemevalulest  YCeoMFsH). FHemevall STHEOIILIMSE
FPESHOGD QUDCOHTHSEGLD CFTOLQID HENFFL QUEFHS 2 601(H. HEMELEUT FMEVATEMILILI
Nl BenesTs@GLCUTCHT 6L6VG| LOGUID (Plg&E5SH STHGGLCUTCHT, 16U &6VLICILI(HENLEMUIS
M, "B Q&g seum" 6eIm (P&SHDHG ChHITeGE QFTLID HHSMTD CHMNGG 2 auG. Q&
Quetieaenest NeYFTT 6UedleNLDMILIS ST (HHME).

2 L6L WM 2 arailwed enjnhg QeueflliLm( s er

QuetoTemNLID 616G 2 L 6meull GUEDIEUGID, UGS LTHDORISMET SRESFLULGHID HGLD.
senevauest LNfHHHSGLCUTEH Henevallullem o Ledled gMUEBLD 'LFmew’ GMSGIL LD LML 6LS6N
2 eiterienl. @& LIewaiargengs &ML L ele06ne;

“oan(H6v01 CoHewN W ewI(hemnms QFHMEHS

urd) wmHCm LIFMEL SHTH6VI]

AsTGelfls AsTEeall Hrid

aNGeyld eNmGehll ujss eonGer. (GMIHCSTen&-399)

DTS, 62(1h GILIGTIIEUIT6N HTH6L 6T6UCUATEY 2 GHUEHLDIITENG| 6TETLIENGIILD, Sl6U6NTH 2 6Teiliied
uUTSIIL&SeT 2 L 60 Senailed LFSuedliLsmsud & QeuafllumLwimsl CUEHDME. Fepsd QensLl
ULNISSIL CUAGTTEID, Hemevadl FHeiT HMHeOL 2 MIGITE @\(HSH M.

2e1|_6L

HBaSHOGL NHmsU! eUMPHMSBUND (HOL), HMeVEUGT Halm CFIISTEL OIS
S EGSD HSMID QLT D @(HHSS).

“qifleu) eMIGHL LNfleyL 65T LILMEnLD

NfleyLer uESHL NfleyLer LGS

NfeNs SHeLMIGE UMM 6UETOLITENM

QIHAINS HLMISHE QUBGILN EHLPFHUIET

QDITBOLUWIN FamMil QEUTETLIS 66MSIULI

&evall (PFeom Geusveurml Mifleyd” (HLONWSLUGUTHST - HIMHLIT: 209)

61601 BLOINWSLICUT(HET FaMIKTMEI. Hemevelet LTHmBUIL LD Qe (HS HGLUDLCUTS),
Hemeval &HMEU ML GHFH Sleuement 2 6MGen LMD OMISGHMITET. HEMELEUGT U6 &HTed6L
aNph eellys CHLGL  &HLPO&H GMIHESTMmHUTID 2 GuB. Q& GORLU  AMLUINDHEET
QueTemIs® QBHS CLeTHEESMmES ST (HhHMGI.

“SEUTM)] (LPEWIIGHITS| &H60SHSHeMILD LIL T

H6LEVIMENT FLOLITEL HeVSHHIS SHTIMI

Q5616 LIS QGH6TMEIHE (LDSHEUTS)

ugemev 2 cufQuiy Geusdor(Hd

HFHmev LGV LOMTEMLDS SNGEIT.” (GMIHESHTeNS-27)

Hemeveustilett LNfleNeormed eudEHHIW Henevedl LFMeL CHTUWMMITET. SHSHL LFM6L GHTWIT6,
6T NG SHOGHGLD LIV H6IT HMELAUMISGD 2 HEUMDE efeumHMG 6T6IM Hemevall &6
CHMOUINL LD Famieusre QUUTL 6D EDLDHSIETENS).
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PSS HOOLSHMENSH §H&[HG 60

"SIVCTLN6T  SLGeUGH 2 @uCLT 6Teorll GGG 2any GU&ED UNEF QFTHHEHHES (360N
SIEHFMDED G6TT HMHEMELL LMGSMLLINSL LI LML 60&6T eNeufl&HeTmen. STHe0smiL 6 2at6my el (b
QeueNGuIMID "2 L 60TCUTGG' 6T6TLIGHI ST STevG et OSLGUFIW LT S&FLomesr  Q&uIed. &6t
ampemeld FIoreals@Gd HHSMID SHanssCHT FCHTHIMIGCHT QeLmev, H6a16CEH 2 (R 6T6ILIMS
@UIQUeTIIS 6T [Hlem NS &6vT1).

(WPIg.64600)

GMIHRSTMmS ST (KD QU6, QeI ‘PGS HHIN 6L6V; aleT 2 IjFfulsrer, HbSHeEss
QeHHS, H60T 2 FMWEEL&STHEI CUTITHLL YEhend. CHTAUNT SiMelsmr, sSaevalulsr o mig
QUeTIIUTD  Ljeveuserilest  GlewNgged 61601 @SMIBOSTENS (P(PeUFILD QuetmenNIE  FLped  QFMihG)
SR AME. Qestenmil Helsl QUENSEL&GF &hs &HTevll QUGN Q&S S6T6TTEnenD 6 (5
QU@L 291ESOMEGLD. 2 V& (LP(LPEUGID LML 6UMS 6T6TLG| Sp6t0T QUETIIEnETT SISSMLD  QFILLD
LIT6aTeMLOUTIEL SIEMLDHSIETONSHET ST QYEWIMSHHS FCPHD QUGSHHHISTEOT LITEL 6UDS 6T6OTLIGI. 60T
SUSHGHIL  FePSS  SHeTeurs Qameld, QFMHMETme, STHwe, [, QFHMHOMIL LD, Heval
GureTmeumemms QSHHE CSTEHoTLmedr. QuUETEmISEG @6L6VLD  6T6ITLEMS 2 HlEDDWITSHS UGG 6IT
sleusnen YL UGHEH HeneoQums Q&I (PWELEMTET. Q&ML FesHHEHeL ClueauGHellstl QUISHSLD
Qu@sbUTed WL SSUULEGaNEEDE. GGLU mWbUNd 2 ammbs HLEG CU6n, &enssHms
SEI&HE|D, CHMOUSEHETHE|DIFal  SHewleuenerr (PHOIVID  &FMiHG HOS GCeustoigul  CHenel
gOULL G @F6m SMIionsGel SFUHDHHemen 6T6TLUCH @ELELTHAIETTS hL 66T  MSLILITEDEIUITS
2 (HhUMTHGUSNGS Glenewr GUTUIMMI. e, Cuetnr QenL Cul SHSMT 2 MeGeT eueaihHF CUGHS
G&@LDOULD 6T6TM SlMLDLILLD STFesuromuiimm).
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