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Women Representations in the Short Stories of Rajam Krishnan
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Ihhemalatha28@gmail.com The Tamil language is distinguished by its ability to balance antiquity with modernity.
Received: 26-11-2025 Tamil fiction serves as a mirror of time that reflects the lived realities of society. In this
Revised: 19-02-2026 context, the short stories of Rajam Krishnan vividly and realistically portray the life
Accepted: 02-03-2026 situations of women. Her fictional narratives depict the everyday struggles faced by

Published: 16-03-2026 women living in ordinary families in such a way that the reader feels as though they are

witnessing these experiences firsthand. Rajam Krishnan'’s fiction reveals that those who
] claim to speak on behalf of feminism often deny women’s emotions and rights, and tend
m to view women merely as objects of use. The short stories selected for this study are
centered on women and portray events that occur within familial settings. These
Check for narratives encompass women at various stages of life: the girl child, the young woman,
updates the married woman, the woman who has lived for many years with her husband and
4 raised children, and the woman who assumes the role of a mother-in-law. In this regard,
the short stories Ottudhal, Vimosanam, Kalam, Uruvaakkudhal, Sandharpam, Veli have
been chosen for detailed analysis, focusing on the representation of women. An
examination of Rajam Krishnan’s short story collections reveals that all thirty-eight of
her short stories are, in one way or another, centered on women and vividly portray
their lived experiences.
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QUETTSEF&HGE FUPSMLSHVID  GHLUSHVID SeMGHUULL  @peoLmd  HeneoGul
Seie@Iflenid  QULSMS SlqLILMLUITE DA Cue  SiMeuTaNngs SHMEOLOWITETETTS
SHOMeL 2 emLwenenms  Q@HUAmID, eflligeyid, BrLged @peuLnd Heneoulled meusHCs
6TERuTERTLILIRHMMET. (LP&H6L HEmeL&HEG 6U[ 6TEUUIIMNM SFLLSHENETUILD SQULDTEITRIGEMENTILLD Q&FTMHSHETIT6L
gOUBLD LEIGHTHSRIGMETLD  SLHGH Uy Geuaiqul MHNeLEHS QLeMTHTMETT.1 @6 (L LI
smG&aied  @QLCUMID  CuEIGeT LI HSIOMe  HHHmerT 2 ML UICUTSHETTS 2 666N,
S UN(BHSILD FUPSHMLSST6, HIGTLIRIGENETILLD LD6TTS & TTRIG60 &606MU|LD
QUTMIS SIS TETaTSFalq WIONTSHETTS 2 6Tamso]. @&  “CemeobTl(BL  ClUGISeT  FUPSHTILISHSHEL
ShSEFEGFI 2 flenngsner enLll, HmeuBILL Fhisenear (PeTGarmHm&amerer GUITPMTY euFeLTm)
UL §G 6oy, QBHHWIL QuUETIECeTT SMIGET 2 flensemen oLl CUIITgWsng i, &epsHsHEHeL
ShgGeilett QLU HeneoBmsSHs Qsmeter GuTmql eugeonGnH SHHLD.2 QLTI 6T6TLSDE
Bleb  GedTeroL 60T 6160TH SMIEHT QLTS aNET N(HHMEVHSHTSH, CLGIGHET HLHHID QUISSHD 6T60TM)
aletssHD  eMsEHoTy. @&, Guwemev BILEU Quemieml Quissl CuTsHener  SigQuimmml
A& SLOMEGLD.3
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RL[BHV - GHMGHAGTLHevmafNLmL QU6 (HLPHMS

QUMIENHLOUTEHT SMJEUIONG &60T GLOHMGm LaussT] il lged Coumend@ S Srudlest
webhleneou|d, Frenwl el GUIFWD GLbHenguiler eThlemeou|d LHSSESaMeuns L (HH6L TaTsnID
SMHUWIlL  FaMllemenm]. ‘L) GLHMGOW QUDM ETMISEGF GCammIGuTL  Geuetligul LMD
GMOHSHG 61601 HeQL HH6L GLHenGmUL NFILEF FOLHSHTYID SHG DU aNaguid. Gelaierne]
Quilw @GHONS aaTfh Nl Lmgs CoHL& HCLNIe&HE BSOS QHHBHEH4 AHGLPHENSU|LD
G601 HMi el Guimes Cal(h Galjhlommbhs UGHUNL GCoaimesGs Qgeaml. &efinhg Hifled
Geusmev QFIUIG SH6TTEMIMLUI ShemL. Heneth Geilfled HEME FHIMIGPIGIITIDD FHN&SH6TMH CUTED
SMU Q&FmLOWIIIINL 6(h UTTHMSGMIL “FLOJSHSTS MOUILLD 6L 1g&CHTeTen Geucii(Rd’s 6T60TM
gmullesr  Q&mevemev  gg(Hd s HemersFHIl UTTSHEH — HDEMEHE — SHEIOL HISEMEITILILD
STHRISEQASTADTET.  HGHS GSLHOBUNTT (PDSHDW, FlTLUSMS, SHAIIEOL  6U6T  6TeUEUTM)
SetigmienL Il bralmHs Qg Fleniumer. “TuCuUTGHGL UTeuTsmML.  SMUISLmMEL DT,  G6Mifled
QBELAFeLEVMD UENSEEMG. QIClL6LELMD GSSHAMG! 6T6TMI 6TLILIG ET(LPBHIEUSI.6 6T6M (G LDIHENSUT6dT
QIIEOMENLIDEMILISG ST U|ETETT]. SGSLHMSGMII ColmevdE MG HIHS eTgLomesfluimest NGHLm
1601 QUG GLOHEmBHL G FhGHSH6T 2 MILNeaMTsa|Dd Gl LICUFFTaTHEaID @([HSHMITET
slauepeml i GuEasd Ky  aumpsmsuiled  H@GL  UH@GBLIE  QOHLUUMSS  STE(LplgHmE.
GLHMG&MT  Heosmelumd GmLUNed GCus m&HLLeGmeT aMhIGL Cuss el lged b
GUHmGML  Calmes@®  MAIGHHCSTEN(H  SlUEHMLIU  HETURIGmET L FILBSHSHID
Heneuemis STem(Lplg.HMG).

QIGLOMEGILD - 6f ML LICILIGHT 6uofl6dT [Hl6mr6vL

QIMIemLOUTIEL 2 éTam QLEIISmET HHSMTTHEL 2 61Tem LIGWILDLIML SSHEUTSH6T eJLOMHM ieIFHenern
SIULHMELSGTATEHGLD  Hsnevsnill ‘NGLOTFEID’ 6TETEMID HMGUIN6T CLOEVLD  SITL L. U|6TENT. 62(h
QuettieoeNesT &FL6UID 261  HWIDHMIL 2 6MM6NG  6T60TM) 29MTIDESH6NT  62lq FQFOIM UMTHGSLD CUTE)
SIUQUeGTsmEILILMMN S @pHQET(H H(HHGH FamIUGHID QUEHMLII HLSHMSHMUWS SQUDTHLICLIGFEIGID,
SlauEpemL il euaTjl, Sruller eumiemd GMSGl, 6Teol W&safeor CuED QUITHETTS DTN LOMIBTET
Sesrgflulled e cpemevuNed QFWIHWITE QL LAUMID HEDEVEMUIEF &L lq U|elTerTI].

§é&sHm CQUETSEHSSTHED BTNGS GLHMNGEHEFEHSTHID BHLSSLCUMILD FTTST LOHS 60
epeTOMD gpemenpr CrHm eNwflengwing HeNhEHEH. aNpTamed el lg GCamaELLLIgemws CaIbhs
Aguev  QMPHLHUT @B FOUGSWLMTETH SOUFH6T USSHTUITLD BHETCSHTeNL.  CULPMIKI6UIT7  6T60T
SIQUHEDL LI QUETETEL HETMOEMU! LSDHSHIMISGLD SiCH LGHflemaullsd usssHed SmMw epddHed
‘CameliuL Ll  SmngsGeo sitgny &bNemws CQSTLEGS SHHOASTmeL CFIIG Q&MeTem  (LHLI6TMD
umgeudl  eteorm  UHQIL (B euwGLCue  SHeophiGer HFFEHWITE  HTEGENE  aN(PhHS
AmhgIGuremers et6otm Q&S QL DAUOHND(BHSHS 6TETLSHEO(HHE LI6TID LML SHSH6UTSHET QFUILLD
SamIsem  Calaflaeudevenc, Semel  cplg MDESLILGHETMET. 2 uenowins, ChIenLOWITS,
reargCeHTE  aump  MHemasEld  Quanseaiear  Henew CoHATaNGGIILSTS LIMOIMS &HHMS
&M (HEME).

S - FepsuGurymaflwmil ¢@m GLevor

‘QUETIT&HET  LOMILDELTES 2 flenind HPSW' 6T6TMID QUL FUPSHTLSHD QLIS E1h5HS
BLEGD QaThamnsmer HisH GJo CETESAMTET opehd. Gemed GColemev @LpSHMme.
‘OB Cuetor NBSHme 6T60TLS| 66001 THITLILIG 6T60TM HleMeTSHOMTHECET 6T60TMI U(IHHSHIHMM6IT9
QuessGenr  Quetsr  &HHSHTWLTSE  @@LUUME  aN@GLUTSHUTSMTSHD  Q@HBLUUMEG  Q&HHMG
TG SHEIMISEMEI. FHSITET YeoTHE QHEUBLD 6D &S STHL H(HLOEID QFUIGH QSTTEMDTISEI.
QgL g C&TEUUSID UThIGISHID HPeahHlésEG Selwjb al@kUuLbleLeme. SiaEn&GCaHnHMm
SEI6UETTS FHENT6TT Q(HSHMMT6. eUT QEUEESHSETHE QFUIWD Cousnevdener C&He0l GLSLIEUTHETS
Su@iemL Wl S, Quilwbr Q@LUUmSS STE(WIGHAME. ‘g6uLm, B @@k WPINE®m UEHHES
&Tymren sanfuin QewidwnG: @ns ol (h QU @b Q&L &6 HISHTSHEUMS 66Ul T 2 65T
s Quugll CGuTEs? 61aIM QEHHMGHE CFTLLNNMED.10 6160 SleUIENL U Il LM Sieusnen
Culw Guéasseamen WeMMSGFH NEGEHDTsT. Qeotspid Qenmemid el GHenyg Cumed  Cleuaflufev
SRHmIeT  er601M  SUMEIIL D  CUAWMSE  QFTLELUPIQUITE 1T 6T60T  FHST6T  H601S(HLDUS Sl6vTi
Cuilwengll QUTBLUGBSHSHTLOED SHeuoieuesT LensalullsnL Gl §&H60, LTS SMRIGED  6JMLIL MEL6IIT6IILD
BLHHOSTTHAMTEN.  6UHT  FaMEINeLMEVCILISTDTEYID DTG  60The  CouGemeuTuisnL SmIer.
2aI(H&&Me GuTTL HlemeliLalefsst TSI e SHWIHOWD JOUGHDS. QUTSLFeneonr GoHLLIGILD
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Qaruugid Ng&sTe yehd, FhdHreisot SO uMlameull UMTHSH Coemall CHL& Ceouur(BLd 616
QTGOS (PEDTET. ‘FHHTET BI6H BHIENETSH@ 2 RISDLOM, SILLT, LML 6T6De0MmIWLD UMj&eLGUGHET.
Qaulsbd, @& Cren, SNUDEY HUMISS 2 ajHSUCUTCDEIT12  6TTHMTET. QLMD  bHSLI
QueTITEMETTS  Fal LILMTESID Fougest WHUINCOGCW 2 6iTemest WHSEHDG QUL SLOMUTNCLEMEVUITETSD
CosamID 616 Sleueng HBCous(pd QLETIEn6 &H&ES LMSGWL FUpSTLSSHeT g Q& (B eTen
Gamud QeueMuLBSHSHIHMITe.

2 (HEUMSHGHMTISHET - QLIcsoT6voTl6on QLML & Fr6mLD

Quetsr LG SHBHSTL SMLIL, HID il (B CoumeCGnhy CEIHS HEWIEUT & LOMheNSSemenL
ugmfs&I&QsTEn6R, ol (Gl uagCHameausameanud HanmGCounHmiLieenTs QhhSTed EbLUHIenL LD
S, 6901 162 (615 6ML_LLI SGUILDSILI6MLILLD HL_& 60 &6 WLIL|LD Ga60l Q&WILEUTSELD, 9,601
61601681 CEUETII(RLOMEBITEVILD QUG C&meTeneunLd, Cluesn el b CUAMITID g FHCHHSH SHeuueneL
UTy&&6Tm Henev Q&EHMG 2 WIT&HHISMGI.

‘Lyem 6. LQFHLEG Qeumjs  usuimedsneT  SHELLIGEL (PLESH  606UHS  6T6ISH6I560T60T
USHWILT?  gley  Geuemev  QFuIL @G  QUETIENISESE &2 FlenRSMSE 61601 SL&, 6Term)
SEOWIMEISHHIHGL Ut CHLSE eu(BLCUTCH SieuesT QgflaNss Curg JrHm HYaHMUSEE LMHST6T.13
Sp60MeL  HGaGHHGL et ol HCaumer GLHMGEHMETL LTSS SIDILIL6US  SHETT66m6IT
UMTSGISQSTETeUG 61601 SNMETHF I QUTMILILSEHD  Seuem WBg eNphsdl. ol(GF Qgeveydsmer
LIGTOT(PLD  SldEpemL Ul Heuleded  QST(HLLSVMeD  6TeIdCUNG|  SleU@pemLUl QL 6nL F&He0LD
Qeuef&FrHmE).

grsm &HeLMluNeL CUITAFeWILITSL LGN IILICUET, SI6UEHEDLUI HEUT6U6ST 26NTEITSHE &DHMILD
Geuemev QFIILIEUET. LOTHHHDES 62(HPMMCIT S6L60G A WemMGWIT WL (HWD el lqmeE 6u(heumsT.
Sl Qe HBMET HeLVMFUNCL LTI QMBS LT 6TOILUSTL HLMUND Qbhg FoHHILD
allynm@ eumAmrar. &mme el Ll ULigeall G QFammM@abamer. Spbu u@bheUTs &6
SopHBLUUMSL UTfEHS  AHTFSwemLAmmer.  Qeoim el ignm@& eUGACHeT cT6Im  6THS
wpemermiNid  @erHlujd, eu@GBLCUTCH Geouemev QFILD  QUETITENET MG UHSHILD  6T60T
SMEHFH CQFUILSEHD SUEEESG RUSMS gOUGSHADG. PeTed QeueT 6hHG GCHeTaILD
CoL (Bl &dal Mg 6OILSHSTS, ‘b6l Lav Q@QORE 2 mhE SHTCEH VL6 USSHT BLh
UBCHET. BT, HEUNETFOLD? UMl LGS WLLLOT TPSHUNBES SH6WIL  CUTETIITDIhIS
GuQrebeormd @QBEG 2 CUTEFal Ll UTTHCHET?14 660N  SamIUSOBHE CSFHSG Camerten
W EMG. SihHG FHEMSTFEILD 6T60TLOUT CLOGVLDTEHSST6TT Q66T Coumens @ CHFIHHHHSTET Heul] L)
qUCUTHID QeuErsEGSH Hesll wHlmamg 2 au(h. eusnriumm FHeT SHevurelsiT FHeumnel GCuaHHMTGes
CT6OTHGTD YPHMIGD QEHHSTID eSS 195 QamaTaralleLsmen. SHS HENSTFEOD  6TETEHILD
AWy el unH@ b HeTmlenL il USESSS NenmL eTeoen eNeneLSHGUCUTEMG| 61637 &H6uuT6L6DTILLD
Nemflés  aubSHGHET]. HICUTEH FSTOICLAW CUESHSSHHT AMHOIHMSUD WLODSSH el LD
Slauemyuumm QUGS CUEHUGID, FSHROMSGL CUEFOUGHIONES @ (HHSTE. JTHTEOEIU|D 6 ([HL 65T
2 5a06@ BIPW QFLELEMD 6umT 6601 JUMPHGWD CauLmilwns  QUESEHADTET. Q&6
S WMHSEHUICUTEHMSBS ST (HUSTH EDLDHSICTENS).

&HGILUULD - (LPHHTSereflullest eumrLpsemns

SHmweuonsrs Q@@ CHTASGET wipet, F&erm, Qeufselled WAPEMOINGS & (b LOCILDTE
umbGu  QFaTmINGHDTET, Sleuem CFam LUIMG SeuailLbBh G sSSP aujalleLemev,
SIEUELHG 6TEOT6T 6015 HETTENEMGIUICVEVTD Si6U6T LOMHGIONNL L mermm? eT6oTLg | GUT6TD Liev GaeTelsei
(P&leTmer. BT HIGCHTH @mBGIONLmeT earm QFWSHLL B UGEDG.  QUISL Femn6ur
Qar(hsg SHmwewid CFLg Qaman@k Cumeiale eumpeld @6Lemev 6T6aTID CougHemen e2(HLMLD
AMm5S, Gg,rrl(@é,@g, (15 LOGTUTLOIT6TT 62 L 63T @maﬂl_m ‘2 601 SICHEG seowimeorom&l GumuNLLmiGumev
Q1&CH715 et CHLSULUBD Caenalssm H&s angmyenen CuTew @\(bhS6u. mgp@ Ug,mrrsuu)
S®anSHNHGS g,u_lrn]rr@g)rrm SHTCHTL6mLL ennlpg,@asaal_ SIMILILONELEMELGLL 6T6ITD (G MMEETTIT6]
QOHSTID  eueT  QFLSHMSHHSTT HMT@ID QFULACOMD  eTarQmetotene  HiflS&ISSTeTH M.
FHSLILLD MWD CUTEH SUTEI]T UMLDEHMSBMUI SeUTal] (Plg6)] QFUIH CSHTETE 6TMEDI).
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Geuedl - srHuum@ur®

SMH6L H(HLOGUID, &V HHLOEUD CQFUIGCSTEILTEL FTSH&G6T @eLevMDed CUMEGLD 6T6ur
Benerss  QUIGITiEaNemL G, &THEL SH@pewid QFIg Q&ML 6@ QU  SiEIUaN&HGLD
§&5605men Q&6HMG CeasasT (K& WMevd Caunml sTHenwid FMHE QU6 6T6TUSTL 6l 1q.60
FHQOMSGL  LPSQD LTSS TLIIL RGN LPRISOD (PlgITGalenms mqullsd @QméEGL
Slmmuiled Heflwimg eumpld HemeouNed QHSHMTET. OGS 6THG CEUMELUILD CUMTRIEGEUSHELEM6V.
SUELEGH CHEMEUITETIH 6TLELMD UEHML U HMECEH ub OB lsomenwaill (b CeuafiGul
QIIGHCHMmAILNMEL €160 €HIHH maIbGLD Heneveml LL &rs Qeuafiubgllereanty. wmeoHuiLLb
Qeevay&GL Leid Geustni(Rd eTemId GUTE WL (B SleuEpamLil mUmLS CHHOUSID H6EHEmL LI
glbuend (Lp(peugid mAwmy dRSSISQsTETE@L Gurg @& GUTEL G6iT SDLTONLLD @b WLISHLALD
Q&M(HHSSH6LEMELGILI 6T68T 616U HIMITENT.

‘Slghd  CHHWMECE?  YLNHCeL QetTemild  FlbueTd UL lquied  GumrLedwm?..... CUITL L Mhi&
QeIMTEGHSME  FOUAD UbSH QULIRUND QBEGE. WLIVE PHHBSS (WWETDTEL, [H
hHN&HS Geusnimbd QFTeLey THHHHLCmedr. 6T6TM OMOUITT SUEEDLUI LGS 61(HSHS%
Qamendmmer.ie  @QUCUTH SlUELEG 6HG GCeuedlujiicLsmew  (Lp6T@pLilcLEMeL  6T6ITM|  HleneT S &)F
N&Emmei.

(Plg 6601

Qg Hmegawien, S ST T(pdlleten CLOSEIL  HMISHSEHATTE 2L (HSH6D,
aNGLOME6LD, 6D, 2 (HhUTEGHMTI&HT, FHGHJUULD MM Ceuedl, ClLEISHET Sl6BTMML  euMpeIleL
GHIRSTETEHD  LLCaIM HEHOGMET  MILGHHUTS CeTamhereiel. Qbhd el  Hemev
@ermenalld MMeNeLemeL. QTR H(HE6WIsHT  ClLITIIS6aT6T 2 6Guend  HEMeVMU! L6 6UTHEN S S6IT
61SDID YUIHLD Q&M FensHSSleL Ldle| QFILG &S WLIMHDHSHDOSTET allend.
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