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Thinai-Based Food Traditions in Perumpanarruppadai
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The celebrated verse from Purananuru, "Those who provide food are as those who give
life," reflects the profound importance that the ancient Tamils attached to hospitality.
Food was not merely a basic necessity for survival but also an important marker of
cultural identity. Living in close harmony with nature, the ancient Tamils developed
their dietary practices according to the ecological resources available in the landscapes
they inhabited. Perumpanarruppadai, composed by Kadiyalur Uruthirangannanar, is
renowned for praising the generosity of Thondaiman Ilamthiraiyan, while
simultaneously serving as a valuable historical record of the diverse food culture of the
Sangam age. The poem vividly portrays the hospitality extended to travelers by various
communities, including the Umanar, Eyinar, Ayar, Uzhavar, Valainar, and Anthanar,
each offering food prepared from the natural produce of their respective ecological
regions. These descriptions demonstrate the close relationship between landscape,
occupation, food habits, and the cultural practice of hospitality. This article examines
the landscape-based (Thinai) food traditions portrayed in Perumpanarruppadai,
highlighting how the work reflects the generosity, hospitality, and ecological wisdom of
the ancient Tamils. The study emphasizes that the poem is not only a literary
masterpiece but also an important cultural document preserving the culinary traditions
and ethical values of Sangam society.

Keywords: Perumpanarruppadai, Food Traditions, Hospitality, Sangam Society,
Cultural Identity

(LP6IT )| 6D

‘2 6ol QETRSCHMTy ouly  QETGHCHTCE  eteotm  UMBTEIHMNET  FadmIGCHHL
aN@BHGCHMDLUMEL  WeaT(albhg CFIGH WEDPHSOUTHET SODTHET. 2 606 6T6TLG  LD6VTS6vTl6oT
Slgluenl g CoHemer WL EGEIM, UG 606 FpSS et UmIUTL(h SemLwimend. @QuinensGuim@p
Qemwinhg uMphg UPHSLOLT, STRIGET 6UMDPHS HeolUFUNeT euaThGsmeTl QUIMISSHS Shiseaneo
2 6016 (EOMEHEMET MDGHEH  CSHTEIIL 6.  HlgUITT 2 (5SS JhISETICTI6UTTIT6D LML LIl L
QU@ LUTEITOMILIUL,  QGmeuenLLomssT  QerhdHenguwiesilest Q&memLE HoLenull  6T(HSHHUILDLLD
SICHCeuemen, SGHHMLSH HLOPTHANET 2 6MI65HHMEVUTNET  LIGTT(N&HSHS6EDINMUI €5 CUTEOMDMI
SLEUCTITLONS BLD SHHoT(LP6T BMISHHMSI. 2 06w, 6TUTN6IY, SpUIJ, 2 LPAIJ, CUEMEVEHI, hFH6Uurl 6T6oILI
ueLGeum &Fewsll L Hemeusealled 2 6o &S, HHFHD Heomsailed eleneihd CQUTIHL SHemernsd
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Qameni(h QUALCUTESTHEhHE QeT(peESCHTH 2 aualaNds Lmeseml @QbhHTeOeOHhEH HMUIGOTLD.
@imrevaulll eN@GHCHTOUD msenU s(hHHLUDUEDS Q&&L B0

Umenev HlevSHHletT eUTLDOIILIGYILD 2 650TEYLD

umeneL GUTETM CleULILILPEML LI LOIHUMRISTE BleolIL@SHEHaNed UMD Lo&SET, ShISEDSHSS
LSS eUMhSmens Qaman( HLUTsT 2 coieysHemensd SN Gen). @QbHesHe0 2 eyl
usLILBRSHSHD WHAWL UREG 6uHESHH. 2 UL eUENSISHOTTET 2 LO6UI&H6T, Bl LIRS @)%
gmmeurm uUsLIUGSSIULL, sTallfled Q&L HLUCUTSTS 2 6I6e|&Hemets SWTHEHS 1hEHHE Q&e6Tmeo).

"§leoug 2 cooieer Q&meemen FmmHMl" (QLIIHLDLITETOT. 64)
61601 QUIfl, UGHSHMLS HLOPTSHANET "LILI6T 2 6016 HIL LUSHMSHS ST (HKHME).

umemev  Hleogdled eumpd Geueull QuetTset, @QemDESMWS SMUMEUSFHIL USLLGSGI6T].
@gemen eurBeor (sumqwl Qemm&H) 6160 GMN&H MM 260 HevHHeL NeMeNHG CHLMEVE G55
SOWTEE, SCHTH QemmEfemwis CsiHg HE sFmwuul. @& 'umpmg' 616TLG  SHEhHleni
QUGESMOEL  FLUMSES  GMEAME.  Sflfleowyd 2600  QeopFfenwwd  CsIHHHEF
FMSGLCUTEH, SEHoW  AGHHON LT Q@oDESUNET (WPWPEF  SFMAUWD  FHFHSEHLD
QeueNCWMEN(BLD. 6T6uiGeu, &flwng eteueuane] B emeudgmed S Qeubg, B U (POLWTES
&M LICUTGGLOT,  SihE SeMemed  ThHG UGG  BHILUSMHSUWD, QenmFHuDd  HfEuD
GMHHIOLMDED, & UGHHL 66TICOHNH €R60TM RLLMD6D 2 HFILTEE FMLEGGWD HMENEITI|LD
Sleugaen QUDDIBHSET] 6T6am QFWISU, "uUT)IG S euTBeT L(LP&&H6L" (CILIIHLOLITETT. 100) 6T63TM
aufl ufley QFLEMG. @HCeu Qeiremrmwt MNflwimesi WMy (pmOUeT QFHML58 6liqeIDTGLD.

umemev  Mevgdlear o Uy Ughs, vuNf QFLIWS Slgeromer &y  HevsHed eNenenhs
QEBHEBELEOL QUEHSILLL  CeFmmMiensn "QF Sap C&FmerMl" (QUEBLDUITEGI. 131) 6T60TM|  L|GVEI]
GOUNGEHDTT. QhsEF CemmmiLer CFIHH 2 ILGMHTS, Caul el BHIUISHET (EL6d) LigSSHialnhs,
WLl smen euuNmmiaienGenr Q&menL. 2 (HbNeT QenmEHemil QBIGLUINL aumlly, IMIEIETSS
Wil geny. Qgeme,

"€hLDEO) HHG LD6UTEYFG,6L 2 (HLDLI6oT

QUMMSTEL WIMTHSHG UMD QUMIGNT" (LI LDLITETIT. 132-133)

61651 6Ufl&6 2 MISILILIH S SIS 66T

(Wevemev MHlevGletT 2 evare Ll LissorIT(h

(pevemev Hlevgdled &mevhenl euaTuLD, HmiGrefw 2 HUGHUD QFNSSHHHEHT. QmiGeren
FMLDUWIL (PemDMUTIEL LIMEYILD LML &MJHG CUT(HLSEHLD (DGetTenid QUM elermidlesr. @emL wljseailest
Semes s Mflevmsd LMed, Huy, QeuGuCemIl STITaTLTSS KL SGLD. Quiflw Hemensenennls GLITEIM
STLSHEMENUIEML_LLI [H6UuTlq 60T SHevuremesuril GUTESTM LemUenLiLmen USHSTS Simieusnl. QauwuiiulL  SHemest
SflfluNed FmWESIULL &HECFTHN6CL HMuwl LGHDUTENeL 2amA LILIETLILGLD LITEITTEE@55HE 2 650160018
SGAUMIE6T. etaffled QFfEEEFaqU QEH0MEN 2 6WI6Y, 201 | FFSHIHET (LP(PEMLOWITES 2 L 60160
2_6MeUMMISLILRUSDHEG 2 FH6e &g QFQFUISMII SLpaIHLD aufl&He QUIDL&6TmeT.

@@L SHemer ClEehcuuriq.eor FlM) LIMTLIL|SI60T60TLISLD
Sement epred UMGLT(HD CUMIGNT" (CILI(HLDLITETN. 167-168)

LTl LL&&6T eofhHLUGICUTLS Sl Qelsuembwims HnsHed algs&slulL aufsfas
CemMMIGGS GIMEwILTS, — (WPOHOIW  JUDHIESTLISHMTE  CEIHHEF  SFEMeUTeT  Fal HOFUIG)
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LTS Eh&GS SHAIMTSHET. OMaFFHSG WLOMID FTalfl Lishd Qenanhd @&He0mel, &SIV
&&HaMNeT YCTHEHLILTET mFel 2 auell UP&ESEHmEGS ST (hEME. @uuHefenet "Lemmil L efe
QUITRIEG SN 6T GSMIHSTET UTH6T GmeT L Qamerd L&) Q6w Coumiend of &6vorLeore
S6UM EUMEH LRSS SiLlg.." (QU(BLDLIMETET. 192-195) QP& euflEeiled &Tewi(Lplg M.

LG HleLSHH6H IM|FN6U 2_6UT6)

By euerpd Hev euen(pld QHMEIIL O(HG HlevgHetr 2 w6, eufHaNstt Q&FeLeuF QFLALIMLS
SMLHeUSHTSH SUMLEDG. HHSTMELUNCD 6l CoumeLEGHEF QFELEUGDG (6T, 2 LOEUTSH6IT & 6vureutit]
earMIEMEUGSLILIL L. Lsnpul CFmMHenm (B 2 6TLIMI&6IT.

8\ & eme6ut
"ULPEHCETHM| DML (LP6M6eTE) QUILDINGD.." (QLIHLDLITETON. 224)

61601m  eufl  UHYQFWIAMS. B[O LSS HGTEUNfEHmeTs ShHE 2L VIHGS
G  YoHmemeouw|d SM&ED  QUUERCEFTMI,  UPHSLOWHET aNMwsSHE QBTHESHL
SINNMLINIGGSD GL6L PCITEAWGmSL CLEImIIFNHGLD SFHNDHS 6T(HSHSHISSHTL (HSHETTGLD.

LBS HevsgHE QeeLeuhgiaemer 2 Lpaurseiler afh&eaNsd, o Wiyss &our  f&Huied
QaSSIULL.  CQeuememend  GCemmCmm(®E  QB@GLEEL eurlLUuulL Gamfissows GCajegIL
UMEOTSEp&SGL Lflommiesty sTetim Q&&Henul

"LOENEITEUMLY ieT&lesT UL CIL TR QUMIGaN]" (CLHLDLITETN. 256)

"Q6UETITEIETTEL 6UELELT QUL 2 6L HLD6MEV" (QILI(HLDLIT6TOT. 255)

AW auflsefled  sTEUUPEADEH. QFH 2 paufseflet CFLeuF  QFPLHUWID, FFLIgUIL
Qurmenens Qamsai(y  eN@phHearemy 2 LSFfES Coudn(Bd 661N  HeUTHATNET  SMLILIGTITEMLILLD
SML(HEMG. QFHmeurd S (66T (Ern eI,

"@GHEHTDOL Qeveumpen Qgeveomd eiBHGCHMDLN

Ceuenmetotemid QFWISMH QuUITHL B (GMeT 81)

siIm  GOUANGHDT). QHHmsW 2 WTH) o awie] @Qemeue, LGSO 2 L6
QUEOMGGLD, FLFF] 201l L §555 SNONUNIGGD FTOIMTSES SHHLPEMS. H6o SIID LWI6wNSELD
UmewTj&erilesT ML LOMID SemerlienLll CUTES, Qesllemowimen &@HLOLUF FTHMML Li([HS HMLILITTSET.
Ggid, GsHMILEEG&HANED UMIPLD  HEUILMEL 2 LDEUTEHET LIGOM, eUMemL, LiemeT hikiE Gumem
uealgomet @6l LPMIGMeT  SefHg o usfliuf.  e@Gausmen  SLUPHIGmT 2 6801
FOIILSH60TeMID  OULL ML, (Wenamalll L GFUURKIRIAET (WHIHS &Hhms Coudhmealdsis
SHUMTSHET. @&6nest, "SI Fd FMM).." (CQUHLDLITEHI. 262) 6T65TM 6UFIU|LD,

“FLLeL ST (Lpemestuiedt, GCaLdLNedT

wpemeriym (WHJ SPhG BTGSaN]; USMHEILILID
e eflph&eiTes TGS &(LpHesT

LenL G QMK (LML G ST

SMICEFE eUDLIEV]T SMULE Hr&

Gemm(® GHH @ers angpe b QUUBLDUTSTI. 361-366)

sTTEU(HLD UGN Q&H6mesT M6NSHGEUSHTEH 6MLDLDH G666
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QeeTaBHCHTIL  aufluNled QaeLeid Lwesafet SHenwwmet LS  &J, CLP6TM  SHeousHemnen
2 emL I Syl CHRSMI €R60TMI, S6UTHET CEFTM FMDSHGD LMD JMFU|DLIQUITES FHTesTmaHGel
&G el SHsH CHMSTOWUID IEUTHET 2 EueuTsl  QuDI]. @6leuTm ULPMIGET MHMID
S@BUE  sTHM6T epeLld 2 LTy QHmemeud  CEUUMAPHIKHT IeFssHs cpeobd  Biads
Qopemeowd  Gamsmig  GempoleTeeod  HCrTSAWLmET  QBTPUMUWLLD  QIPRIGEISTS
@)61161|6TT6Y BT HEMLOE6TTM6DT.

"2 _guoie) eTeoiLiLI(heug HevsQsmh HGCr

61681 LUMBIsOMImHM eufleEré@ gmu, W;GbhEHsmeas CHlg eneOWIMDe) Heold  eUphHIGL
o uiemalGUl  W@BHSTEHS QsMEuLeufsHer BHd UPHSOWT. Q&G uLPHSOWPHET aNSSHE
Sraurailiicd 2 euie| SIMeNUIISELD,

"GHMUBTG CHTUIPSHEL HiTlg."

6T60TM 6U6TT(E1h 6U G H6DTLILG. SIMLOHG shuy LO(HSGlex (PMMEGLD D&&FHDHS
(R HHGHSTL(HSHTTGLD.

ABUWIGEL Hlevg et ailbhs)

SLGeLMIL LUGHGHeMNeL &LL 2 e sHEHDd, QBTHESHL (PEMHDUNELTETT LITEITRISEHLD HMhHSI
eNemm&ler. 861 NIgHABMONISESGE QFTTMIUBLD CUMELEHTHET, FHMIGEN6T [BTlg CUIHLD LITEIITEEHEHE
G5HHL ANETEL QLEITEMOIITSEE FMWOSSHILULL GCFMTHMMUD SHemmulmsst LHmIGCUTeLL! LigiL&Gleuest
2 UNUNBSEGLD SemL.  LLSTIHMSUD  SleNGFH aNBHCHTDLTTHET. GCgyd, &L6L &TMHMIEL
goOU@L 2L60 &semelenull CuUTES, &LFGHLS SMUFFUULL  SeTenerd, HCHTE Qb@GLMN6L
GLUULL Wememud Q5T (H&QOSTeTeng &([HeUmi&eT. @)&eneu,

"SIEmeUIIT IflH S seril Gllpemeu

LDELTEUML LSBT 60&UTI6L 6JhHEILI

DM HEL SiwL Smen@d CHLCAUTHHS)

QRS LTej&H@ 2 (He&(LD STeured

P& GCaullhd GMID &ML GJLhenLs

ST 60 Geuedlly 2a6t1 €260ILILS Q&T(HS S

QeubiBy siflwied Gevor et &L QL TR

SEuILIEnL. QUMIGEN..." (CIL(HLDLIT6TIT. 275-282)

61601 UG L&ey QFUIETMET. HL6L 2 66 &H6aMN6L 2 66N @CLOST3, QBTHSES MEUSSLILIL L
LITETTH H6OTCLP6VID HeML GG HMMAVID, SLGeonpLll LGS &EHaflel slger 2 mpLNNGS CHeneauuimeo
QUIMEUS HHSHEI. LLIG6IL LGS &aied ietiensasmg Sllg 2 aualeals@Gn NG Eeen @\ (bhgeor.
MG, QsMPSH usMuilesr QeomEACWNE, afflwihés &meusmws QEBTEIL. M 616N SeTEHLD
SIEMETTEU(HSGLD SMITENDTES S &G 60T. QG 606dT,

"ApGH (BT llGSS QB WHS HaGun(..

&HIDY 560 &AL BME (PHG SH@HLD.." QUHLDLITEEI. 343-345)

616010 euiflEem GMILLNH ST, 2 e JMelwiedlsirig, Q&MY Henmbhs @enmESemuiu|Ld,
G601 QLTS HNG 26D eusnsulled UeNuydsHemey WHGHS QBTHSSULLL  LT6TSHMSU|LD
Gejuugl WN&F Omhg 2 cwe|seflet Qenereun@Ld. Usiihlullesr QampLifieyerer Qgmleneud &FFQAFuUIw
BOMé Seeflest LTI FGemner LILIGTLL L ).
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Sih G 6w & a6t T &6 F6MLOIIEL

LeOmeL 2 60uT600IG  SHGH60]  GlpuBLUUSeNL SMUSME FenLOWEL SHemev LASFHMLILIT6D
HeneouNled QHEHH. Hemeusaier &benew @miE L& [ILLILOTSES NSWITETLILLL &) LDTGI6menuiesr
uFmES Sremll Lemhgl, Qeummtemuied ugHss, &MIHHNG W@ WwoHmd sNGalNme CFjsHeIF
QEuiul L &emeuwmer SN LTS Ep&GL  uflinmisoy. Gogid, GC&MA  sieuemy  Gumeim
QUGHHLGMeNE CFIHGIF QFIbLLL  GPDUD, U&DUTEOeL @Q@hh& QUDUULL  HMILOEST(LH6TET
Gm@pLd, MLISHET NEh&Hemer 2 L WOHMID &Mquled 20mMeneUsHS LOMU(H 2ETMISTUD  LD6TIES
LO6WISSLI LIfILOMMLUILIL L 607 @)&6m6uT,

‘Gegm Bml Comy Cleueueleumuied OTGIOTSSI... 2 (HULM UKD Ml CuTAT@h &M &H6VHG)...
QARG Wy CQETESHT M 6lg ANHTHS.. SMquiler eumELL QUMIGONT" (CILIHLDLITETT. 306-310)

61601 eufl&em ST (hHletrment.  HmeroLComenhl  gifeNwiedsoiuilg, rgenenuest  LeMLiyL,
QeuetiCleoruilest GoeTemoulld, Len&lerr SMIUPL  Qemehs Q&M &meus FLHMVEE (b
N&FHDHS FMEOIMIGD. LELTEL 2 WILMS QINSHSHLONTGS QST LTEII&HET  QUbhSH (HHSTEVILD,
SHSHEISHET SIS HevGHEHT 2 Wl mFeu 2 66U HAUTHEEES 6TeuaNHSH HUSHUPLD @6t
QIDHIFIGMTHET 6T60TLG S&HBTLHHL GLODHeLGSH6L ¢TeuaNsd UTGUTHLNELELMDED FLDGGIOUSGIL 65T
D& &6 LLp&l6oT)  6T60TD QN(BHCHMDLENET  G6TTENLOEMIL SO EMS). AeuegLons,
QupburamTHmILiLemLulled  HevEpFmihs 2 awie) Wemmaamer alaibGl  CH  Galsmaruiley,
GMIHOSTEMS GUTEHTD QeLSAIWIRSZET SHG 2 cwiemealll USATH aNIUSH BHevallul FGGaI LiesuenL
2 MIFHILGSSHHTmen. ULDHSLOLNT euUMTLPOIIEOleL ‘L&' 6T6TLG CUTSHIOUTEN 6260TDNSHS S(HSLILILL G;
Shsl Ufemws FiEGL Qemeid HHL UTGUTHLON  HMOTUBHEGSLD  QUITSHIEUTESLILIL L ).
@A&QFIISH MWL,

"o IWHCHMTES HCrmh Qemfhs H&&e0

WmeUf&@GL euenGamer Mwmg Q&mesto

BHemmCaHTeL GBMHCSMY ShHeng 261Gy (GMIHCESTEMS. 233)
61601 QUHI&6T LJeVLILI(H & GIH 6T 6.

QgmesoremLLomesT @enbSHlenywieilett AT aNmbHg)

ueLGeum HeomEemensd &HLbHG &MEhF LMHETHMS ML U|D LTWITEHEHSS, @enhSleniyiisvileor
Iy&FemeuuTed NPT LomssT eN@Bh 2 U&FFUL BHenLQUMID. ARIGSTOT HMVESDHS &6MLDOILIED
EUELIBTSHET, BeilG eNenaThd CUfw C&HAMBELEOET HHACWTH, UL eumSWITe LOMHES QABTPLILS
gl (h&Henens CaIHHEF Femngs Qemeurer 2 cmemneull LIFlomMles). B\ g eme,

"6UELGELTEN SILL. LI6D 201651 QEBT(PLD G6MMD...

SIBL Slg b smey SIAPQASTH Nmed"  (QUHLDLITET. 472-475)

st61n  euflaen @MU E6TMeT. LDetTeTesT LMEITHCaTT(H  HWLIHE FHEFLLONSG 2 6ual(hhE
WEDHSS, UNHSLOH6T o wfhs 2 wife| STpel6snnsd@d, QsTamL LummnH@GLD, 2 6we] el L
FP&HE FL05GIUSHNGD P&HFHDHG THHHSHTL (HSETTGSLD.

(WP15.6{6D]

LLEHSLOIPT eumpeliedled 2 ewie] 6TeTUG BHoG 2 L MHGCUamed L HBW6iml. i Hhevd e
QUMGHMGU|D, NG  LDETHHET  TmSMIWWD  QemeuisGLD @  UUTL (B LIT6OLDMGLD.
QupburaTHMILILDL. STL(HD QHsHSH SHenmIFT) 2 e (LPenMm&6T NTaU(HD 2 uemLD&HET HLOSE
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2 UISHHETMET. LTenew Hlevdg 6TuN6w] (LPGH6L SMEhS LMHEHTHEH ATEFET QeTHEHIUIET  6UEDIT
SIEMETU(BLD HEMELEHTHEMET QeT(LPSHSCHT(H eupGeumug), 'aNBHCH CuTmHM 61601 HLOLDHl6H LOIMTSH
L6IUMLIq(D@&F &MTOIGLD. GMOIIUTS, LMD MISGH bHSHEWITHET, 261601 2 _6HOITNILD  LITETONIE(EMh &S S
ShGaNeT HMhe engel 2 cwiemel eeualgll urGUTGLOETN QUPRIFILG, Fhe &ML SLOLDTSHe6
WHCUTESTET  FepsL  UflGmeouw|d FGHeUGHMmSU|D LODETHMEDE. bHSHS Heouglied
QUNMEBWITES KL &G QUTHLSmETS QETEuCL  (Hemerr, QmeL, W61, QemmES) 2 L VI&EGS
Coemeuiimen 2a1l” | FFHmG L QUmMIeTT [ LD, "2 6een] 2 @uGel 2 L 0hSSHNGEF SHMbHSHGHI 6T601M
pafné CasTiumlignmE @raoLmijn wen(heErsEE (WG &L % eUJONMHMIEF FT6TDMTGLD.
Qeremmw  Nflwmewiufesr opé eugeumer euT@elT LIPS (PG, &emeud QFMeLL L QI&&TEL
LTUGSSUILL L uTl (B, 'L(PSS', 'Slpemer GUTEIm BILLIRISET 616D ST IDd LLpHS AL ebr
CuulL &Fmwwied Malulmed ST (H&HeaImer. QBTHHH, 2 66| @Qeneue], LOOMID IMIGFENEUF
ghlenev HYEHWUMML HUTSHET Q&M (HHS M6, QeiTemmL Heiesr 2 6uoTell LIGGITLITL Iq.Uied
2 MG aGEE555S UTLLTGES HEDAMG. &(HRSESFaM6, QUIHLDUTEITOHMILILML  6T6TLS)
sLhlpgsefle Qaimitb @evs&luil ufHe| LGN, UG QUL muijd WENESHEHHE (WOULL (6
'FEMLDIIGD HENEVSHHATEHEILID' Y@GLD. QUDmECIIT(H Qenwhd QheHH HeNETISFT] 2 6516 (LPeMMEEMErL
GumpmieugIld, Seumiled WemmHGIsTaT PCITEHIS samiGenen LWL QAL(HSHSH Qeiteomul  HISTe
SLMEFEMISH MG MU WLIHOIWENOLILGID B UGILTL (h$ QSTLFEHSGL WCIMTHEHLSHDGSGLD OIS
SI6USILILDITEI 663TMMGLD.
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