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* Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT
The status of women has historically been shaped by patriarchal structures and social

Received: 02-11-2025 domination, influencing every aspect of their personal and social lives. In her work

Revised: 23-02-2026 Kalanthorum Pen (Women Through the Ages), Rajam Krishnan presents a
Accepted: 07-03-2026 comprehensive account of the changing lives of women, examining the cultural, social,
Published: 16-03-2026 and historical forces that have defined their experiences across different periods.
. Through a critical exploration of customs, traditions, and societal expectations, the

m author highlights both the oppression endured by women and their resilience in the

face of social inequality. The work discusses several significant issues affecting women,

Check for including the practice of sati (widow immolation), the social evil of dowry, traditional
updates bride-viewing customs, the cultural belief surrounding the "ten sons of a married

woman" as an ideal of womanhood and fertility, women's education, and the role and
representation of female deities in Tamil society. By examining these themes, Rajam
Krishnan exposes the historical roots of gender discrimination while advocating the
need for social awareness, equality, and women's empowerment. This article focuses on
these selected themes presented in Kalanthorum Pen, analyzing how the author
critiques patriarchal traditions and reflects on the evolving status of women in Tamil
society. The study demonstrates that Rajam Krishnan's work is not merely a historical
account of women's lives but also a powerful social commentary that calls for gender
justice, educational advancement, and the recognition of women's dignity and rights.

Keywords: Dowry, Interitance, Marriage, Female, Education, Female Deities, Equality.

(Lo 6ot emI6miy

SMOHCHMMID  QUIETH  6T6dIMm  [HITEOL QTR H(hagewie CLEISaNET  QUTLD&MS (P,
ueoLr (R, SeOMEEMID GMSGH THSHSHWLUEDT]. AUHL QUG 2 L THLmL MG (55G6MESH6D),
Quettiseflen QUTHL Femeoud C&T(HEMLD, GG LUMISGD (LPNMEET, &LMIGEOUTN6T LSS LSS,
Quesor  &evell  wOMID  Quesr  QFIeumGHT  umN  WWLEHGCL  Qeuaumiie|ssLl (Henruiled
610 & 816 mLILIL (HelTerer.

QU6 2 L 6T&HL6mL JMIG6L: (586 & erflSHS6L)

Quettigeriler HlemeLILITENTSH STFHEGHIL F5SHFIS GLSHHL LNMHSHaUTHaMNOLCU FHILITSHS
§6@I  Qp&HLNE  QbhHEIeTeg. Q&) ¢61m PHaTeL Flad NJmbe  HHESHTm6L
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QFIHOSTEILTL HETECHT H6tT HEUIOI(HECHT GeUJHSHID CHL (PTG 616N FaMlims NMHETEL
&S rHOlLenGGleTeren). Q& GMNES QFHsmer @Qrrgbd  SHpeageisar &TehCHTMID
QLIGTIT 6T60TM [HITEOIEL ST (LPLGH6TMG).

Cugyd NJOWLD Lomewis SHHSHILG QhS 2 L aIGLnL MG, ‘SHevieder Galmml BT 1q.60
ADHSTL, 2. 550 USSHEN JUMIMLIUI  SHTeuaNGemnear LMIND  MeUSHHSCSTEIE  SbSHeriluied
L@GS6UIeIT 61601 GMILLLD STEILILGEMS).

§h& QesEHSHID Qs GMES GMLILSET QL LDCLMHMIETENS).

“‘§&66NL OIS FT6OTMITEIOI6NLD &SI

Qo@D CaeTeumy 6L lg. QemmEhaeu)" (LFILIML60:20:80-81)

"&eniedenenl QHCHTIEHG ST (Haug Q6L (HleLDL.QIPEGMMESHTENS)

Qs CeThmwemil QGG UPHST &S yausamer Gaerall CHL& 6T @eLEVMLDEL
SeN§s Cungl, Quremnmd GLrseaml @sMHE G Uil QUrRld  S(hHE6mieT &g
{TedleL 6T(H&HUILDLIS I

Qar@enn QFLLITEmaTl LUTTSS Q@umemrd Grserymi Gaemell eT(LPLILTETH. “&6uTealemeet
@Lohgelet FramesGal FRSOHULD QFLGHOSTENE 2 Laslenl gm Gl eeiug HTGer aNgl?
2 MG QIN&GECH UBACHET, Ih6umed BT WSS SEuaUsHIL 6T Seusnen 2 uNCImE sSulm
Qareu® LenausHMCH? LNeitey, SleueneT maus s GG &Hms ABRSGHDTHCeT?  Sleuser
SPHHBSHCe QuiongLly QUi PG Hlsmen maudd Si(PSHHHNT&ECaT? amflg@GLd LMHM
WeNeujs@pd @engAuwicoeomd @&TeLedl QHSHMTTHeTT? (U-133-134) eTaiml CHLLMTT. Q& (WSS
W(P&s  Quet  QBTOEOWITS  LOESHATTEL UMISSLUULL & GLID  ellbedlwid  Cuagh, Q&sd
@LALIMUE FMDUOTESHS TSN 61601 SHSHMSU|LD QITRLD SH(HEQEU6HT &63T HIEOI6L FoDlUeIT6rITI).

Quevr UIHLFM6ttTSH G&T(H6MLD

SO BT 6L Qurrgu;_i,g, ey  @eVSHEILILD, uLLansism)rf;Jaaaﬂei) SOHCUTGILD  UHSLOMS
Gu&uu@mgj S6EUI6TOIHIUNETT  SHHLILD, Lnrrg,efnu_ﬂm asmszsﬂu_lq,om GHIT60T 6T6UTELIMLD. LIL1q LD6OTM & &H6L Gmgym
&606US Fal (KD  eUMSBUINEL  LI6w g,smmuu&,m Q®HSTID, D&  (PSEHWIDTET  HEMEVLILITS
UTSHL Fmenns QBTHMWLSE (DSBS SMTEUOID J),6001M? CLIeTITswonT? 61601 eflewtm eT(LPULLILGEDS).

QOGS QUEITEDIGGLD DI CILIWINTEL HPSSLILLL. QBMIGedlso Llg (G alm&H
SRS QHSHETMeT. Qg CGHTLSTUINW HIOUT Ul SIMILICVLD.

"2_MLDE0l HMHEL &6N6) 6TeorLiLi(heuS)
26 PG Gaisss QBHTHES LTI
wirGLpmy Fal L S&HletT QuicLLieurd) 6160t (QSHTEL.&H6T6). [HIMHLIT.1)

1. gwob, 2. AgsmusHd 3. FLLd, 4. QFUleud, 5 SHHTEUD, 6. YP&ILD, 7. QITHESHLD, 8.
OUFTFLD CUTETMEMOILITGLD. Cgd @ememmul &ML L SHev QUeHaNeT TS Fenew eLAILILIL
upm  SGHSSHTRIGSHET, ULIQLOGIDRISET LLEGWL  QUTRSHICUTEEDSTSaD, &me  HSLFHules
FemeoLIUmse d CuaLILI(h&l6Tmet.

QuevsT LUMT&@GLD (LPEMM

Quetsr LUMI&HEGWD (Wpemm UMM B GSSTMIGaNL GOLILST SmewliLBEHermen. “@bGCUTSLD
efenemld euwisd, LML(HE Q&MLlged, Ceusald &memev, euMMNE gifl, HSTHWL @QLLD, BTHEHS,
eumeiL. Bleod, &HSTE” (147) GuUmeTD) (PpemM&aNeL QU6 LTSS HSLPEFSIITETSH L LCUMHMES)
6T60TM QUYL H(HeeeussT HLd HIEOL 1(H&SIS FamlulemenTiy.

Quevsr &evall
Quetor sevallemuwill UHM @EHUSTD HIMHMTEHIG6H QST E5HSH60 T FHMELAITSHEDHLD, LI6V
L&H&HEHD  WHHSHH  eubhSHeury. QU  Hevedl, Gl LDMESID,  6T6TGMELELMD  HemeLLILL (HLI
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QUETIEISETSHES GT6L QBTHSHS (PHL SO Brald HPAFILT CeugpmUsSD LNeTemer, eroHf &eit
SRISEFSGL LgUN&GLDLUG LHeLsHener Geuan(heusmsl umbEmmy.”

‘2 §HLOEUTETHEGeT - FHH L LomersGer,
2 IS G SHEUUGHETEs GILGIGEITLD 6TMhI& @M &S,
aNGMGeMILILI Lilg LINULRISET - (HUl6 Q&))" (U-179)

QaMEh&FD LIgLILGTeL o misGemer WML CUML BIRIST oG UD QIS T CLMD 6T6TLS)
Gumed QUUITL 6L IEMLDHGIENTETENGHS SHITEEUTEVTLD.

“Qamepsd B CoHEMUERQFWIUND SEhE(HCEUMD - (THIGET
GO QUTMIGESHE C&FTL0% (& Eh& (HGeaumLD
HEhEFLGTSHE M BHLONEHEUMD - 2 1bGL6L

FTHSHHUID Q&G Heoid GWINEHEeUMD..” (L-179-180)

Gugd @@ umemenr GCeEMHMIGS @ GC&TM UG (ULPCWTLA) 6161 euflEHEp&CaHML,
(RSEhHGS Sl CEHT(HMIGENT eT6nT CH_LIGIGLITEL LML 6D 60Tm) LML LILIL (RelTeng).

“‘Sllg HHTVID (WPHDCHTENG &LALIGUTLOT? - &ELEVI

2 _GAITH SHEUIeUITeITen|ld LLNIGUTLDT?”

B umgd Quetsr eN(HSHMELESTEHED, CILITI HELANGSHTHED L6V LITL60&HEMENLI  LIMlg.U|6TenT(y.
@dleL Hevaiulen GMN&ECHTOMHS 6] TN &HHHHMHTH QLm0 616518 CHML (h& Fadlulereni.

‘UL L RIGET QLeTeUGID FLL MIG6T CFIULIGISILD

umflesflled QUETISET BHL&G 6UBHCHMLD

6L (B sineeiled gansHMIGCSH Gl @emeainNeLeme (LIS ll(h&Hmen GLbLh-6)

6T60T LIITLG. UL|6TENTITIY.

"$60el @QeLeVMG CILIETIGET SaT] Hlevld GLITeL"(GLDLOILILITL 6D)

61601 LIMIHSTF60T SO GLOLOII LML 60lenId Cluetor &evexl UMM Famlu|erTerniy.

Qluevor QG LI6UMIS 61T

f& Ceuglli uMLeLSHeMled QU6  QFUIURIGENET  &SHHT  CUTHMIBITISET. @ ([HHSTEVILD
QuIMemsUNET YMHMELSATTHI LML &ECaT, b Qg,u'_lc)_lrr;l&,@é,@ 2 _(H6ULDITSHS Qa,rr@e'w,llluu_m
31505 aImsSaNenL Gl eupum® (/) Qa(h'&eL, LIWWPMISHIHD, 2 uNgrued Cumsiim &agu&,mrr&,s,
STEUILILIL T6L6M6V. Loasﬂg,m PG (LPFHELITS, mmumuum @muienuuLd g,asr 34@6)455@ ILLIG
Quilw eNwtuTEL UTTSHSTe. ‘el FUPHTUILD 6T60TMH [HITEOL TTRHEL VMRS HSUIMUIET, @ensL
umO Ealuleremy.

&,mu e‘reo‘rgu @@ BM, euedlumissL QIJ[D]@[DQJ QUICTII 0|6 & LDL@GLD g, e mf
6T6LEMEVUILDLDGET 6T6OTM FIMICILIEHIT €1 LUIEMMISET6M63TSH GHILD g{g,g,;f,g, QL SmGHE &MIHG EUTLTMIHET - LD
aNeUNhISMETS &[HAGTD6T. GHUUTS, CransrCshel L6, Wflule SDEFTSS &([HSLLGHMTEN.”
(LI-186)

GgId  SIEUTEMLDE  HTELMIGAND “HIT&HNS, &Maf, UITESS, IR e6amm Sm  euflum’ (K
QauleumGeT Qbbrefled, cpsmev (PHSGSET LMD Lo QuuIfsHefled CoHmuied Qsmevor(hemerns).
FHGHTeY Wr&aen, Foenm GCoaNwl], seviewmd), L&aud), daim BrhG WWEIWD, @S0 aufLTH &6
SIGTENLDG SHMLMIGENE CFELEUTEHGL 60T LTET 6U(HeUMES STEIHGMTLD.” (LI-188-189)

Fh& QeEHEWSSHD ol Cuein QFlleumGeT uHOIW GOILLSET QL QU MIsTeTes. GlL6sT
Qauleumiseiled Qammmenel aljisen CUTTESMEHL QeummM QUM EUEITHISS Jalgll QSUIEILDTESS
SGHUILGADSI.

“‘BLEVESHLY QFeLel S HleTOMRIG

BCw smed epLflul winGeor

QeuMisC&men Umemeuuln GumeuCleuestn JEWNSHMHS"  (H&HLD.370:12-14)
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“6U6MBEVAUEVH H6oT6rT CILDEITHILPEL LD (T hI&H6dT

SME2-emm SL &L 60T SACIN KeiTenm" (CILI(HLDLITEHI. 49-50)
“6TEUEUETTRIGLD g 6L6TTRIS

QUL LIsmLSHHI6mL LI

SI6UEUCTTRIENS HEEVTS

SlVMESHmeT QeNLLSTeUTD”  (H60IMISS GILILIT6UUN.4)
“QUBRSTLHS QeETHNSGL Cul QBTG SSHTRIG" (5601.89) 61636 LD
‘QpHM eNPwim Hemmsevsd QL L nGenr

Qammmeneusd Camevm Q&meuE e Gluedor (Lfl.11)

“QU(HEUET FMHIGL LNMHSTELE FMETMISENTGLD.

SleueunGm, Qammmeneud Hmieuest (H(h.(LD[HGS. 250)

SOMIGSFHLILTEN,  &5e0HCSTeMS, LU, HGUGSTOMILUHL  CuTaTn  QevsHuiLl
uUTLeu&eflenild QamHmeneal elfiur®h GM$SHS GMOILLSET STeuiliL(hE6TmE).

(WD19.6{60]
Quetigeflesr  Hemev 6@ GOUINLL  HPH&EEHGS6  gaHOATTOWITSES STEILILUGHDMS. BHITLD
‘BHMLHCHTMID’  UFLMDNES CSTLIhGH QUL &G (WOMSMED, PHESS FomiGemeniLD,
FHHy, Fowl Curjmelsemenind &HPNGH, UHW FUPSTLISOSUID, LUHUW FLDSSHIISHMSILD
QuUETTTENI&H@ QULfloImEEE CFIGATLD ¢T6iTUmS @eaumiie]d &L (hen) eumuileonsd SIMILIEOTLD.
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