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sampathkumarm@drngpasc.ac.in Ancient Tamilakam was traditionally divided into the three great kingdoms ruled by the
Chera, Chola, and Pandya dynasties, known respectively as Chera Nadu, Chola Nadu,
and Pandya Nadu. These regions were also identified according to their geographical
orientation as Kudapulam, Kunapulam, and Thenpulam. Historical and literary evidence
suggests that among the three crowned dynasties, the Cheras were one of the most
ancient and distinguished royal lineages, playing a significant role in the political,
economic, and cultural development of early Tamil society. Sangam literature refers to
the Cheras by several titles, including Vanavar, Villavar, Kudavar, Kuttuvar, Poraiyar,
and Malaiyar, each reflecting different aspects of their identity, territory, lineage, or
cultural heritage. These references provide valuable insights into the communities
associated with the Chera kingdom and their contribution to the social and political life
of ancient Tamilakam. This article examines the various communities of the Chera
country as represented in Sangam literature, exploring their historical identity, social
organization, and cultural significance. By analyzing literary references to these groups,
the study highlights the diversity and prominence of the Chera people within the
broader context of Sangam civilization.

Keywords: Sangam civilization, Tamil society, Chera Kingdom, Chera people, Three
great kingdoms.

(LP6OT D) ™)

UL g HLODPBHTLIq60 cPCauHSHHD B8 Ufhe BrEssT WenmmGw Gegpr@, Gempnr®,
UmesoTg WIBT(H 61607 QULNRISLIQLMMES. GLLI6VLD, G6WILEVLD, CIGEITL6VLD 6TarTa|D Sismer embhH(HHS
SHmaCrHreEs  JmPSSHLICILIMMET. pCaung@menr  Cey  CaunsCr  QGMESTEnLOIMETEUNTE LD,
AoUNSSTTEHAID  aNEMRISUIETETE)  6T6TLIG LGl euFeOmOHmMIE Fmsoimiseilesr el il
W& Genysemen eumerealy, eieveved, GLeuy, GL(heuy, QUITEMMWIJ, DMV 6T6sTLI LIeVaUTM)
GO,

CegmmL(h& (FL9861T

Ganprliiged GLalj, GLGeuy, SHwiy, 2 Sy, emeowly, Lpely, wmed), @enermuy, L,
aNeLGeorry, Q&MHMES, QBMRIS], GMEU] (PG GlG.&H6T QUMDHE QUHHMGEF &Fhis @Q6VSHSLIMIGET
&ML (B &6t ment.
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GLauj - GL(Beuy

‘GLeu] eTeTemId QFTL CMEG BN Ig60L QUMPLIO] 61601 CUTHEML WG GLal], GL (e
6o QLWSET (pempGl Gn@ Brhaafed, Wenev BTHS6T LG LISTOTSSTEGSHEMVID 6UT(LHLD
&SNS GMILLGTEUTGWD. GL6U] 6T6iIm CFTEL FMiS QeVSHEISSH60,

‘UL 6UJ eUML. GL6U] FaldLr UL g 63TLILIT63Y60, LIIT.9).6T.276

‘GLeuy CamGeu QaMe5CH Fevuemmey’ USDOMILUS S, LIT.SI.61.55:9

TeTenIlD @IL_MIGaTed &L LU (BeTeng).

‘GLeuer eTeigmIld  QFTL  GL(heusst  @eumenm,  GL(heuelr  &euuiewuiedl, (&L (Heue,
QemEGL(BeusT (PHOCIWITmIS GOILILSTE HDHDHME).

Gy QegHeit 2 L 1Nfleysen ULeveumMenild SieueMenHed Hmmng CUITEFT Leven) FF6Tm
QumeLWLWG GLBGT GG HYEW. UwWTmearE QF6sPSL (BT, SibhgIaIEhGaT6v,
Gamliguwl Gegen QFRIGL (Heuem, BON GL(heusti CUTETD SITETSHET SGIqUTled LNMHHUCT 6TeoTm)
GL(Beuett Glgemwd &LGHHOM &1.Carenhs eor.

GLBeuy Gluier] SIMD, WeemD, 2 (heud, Sk, Hval, GCseaall Qeummed HWHhG
eNenmu&lerenesty. GL(HeuedT Sevoreootsol, GL(Heu6dT SI6urmj 6T60TLG Lieveuf&HeriledT  CILILITSHEMTSHELD
SIMLDHGIETENS).

“‘GL (66t CIHmeturiq UiesTerr”  QMIGMIBIMI, LIT.91.67.178:3

“SHUSL LG wirener QrEHCHTS &L (heuedr HOMOIEHETIT, LIT.S.6T.395:4

2w - 2 Fwi

Gerpy GUCWTE o.me| QamauLT@GL GCoim Gsamerl umM &hié& QeVSHIIL LML LT
GLlquleemesr. SISIIT  6T6OTHID  SUSULDTETT  HMLUPMMD  hGeUmTEH GSMN&HGWL. ‘HHBOTSH
SMOLBEITHS QaTa® @ Hm HeoluGHewt ST eT6rtm QendHal] Y eUbHSH6T]. ST
Qerd  WIGHT €@ eumsUNeL Gy QeHCHMH  QFTLILUMLIISTGL. HMmeAmhs eljspibd
QueTemeu|LoMil  eNeMmISl HSWIDTET CBHLDMET HEHFIMUILID, S6U6ST &ET QUTEGL CIL Lesflemuiu|b
QuHelss CUBMLUDL WG AeuuHU] Glg 6T6a1m ST.CHTANDHSH6 6TeIMID  HMEHT, SLOLDIT
STUSGET (L1.36) 6TeoTenID HIeO6L GMILNL (RerTanTiy.

0556 AWM GMNHGH CFWIHEET FhEG QeusHWRIGaTed sreliLbh&eTmer. Qeng,
“Fo60&HH CHMH eUTeMSHLI LIMIHEem6VLI

LIGLDL 600 LIT6TUTIG.UI6HT eT606urened igUiest

SMMOMT(R UL L (€hTeiTenm

eafimieumet Q&M SWIi@Ib QuiCs” GMIHESTENS, LIT.61.393

61601 GMIHESTEMSHL LITL6L Ul Ml (PIgHMS).

2 Sy

2 glulerr et6orm QUWICHTHR FMIS QeL&HHIWISHTEL SIOWIL QUMILIITSHET @QT6EI(H  LDEITEITS6NT.
SI6UITS 61T €2 (Ih 6L60T CuMT&561mS 6L MEUTEGLD BIHMIT&HEGLD Cammens & eueTm&L
2 SluIEhCEFTeLMGHET. MEAMTHeU6T QUHEHMLIL eUMlhE HesTeoresr 2 Hluled peumsir.  @Qeuai(s
CauhgiaEnd SLON&ESSH0 UL LsmpL CQUOHMIHHSHE] 61601F  FRISLILTLCLGET 2 6u011) &SI H6oTmer.
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‘2 Hlwest et601m  QFTEL GOINILL @ QensGlmus S&LEHME 6aILMSS SMLlgeid, C&riy
©15Cs 2 g eem Q&TTUCH CQUTHSHLNGLD 6T HIEOT HTHRISETD 6TeoTenID FHLOPMIEhT
FRISSHTELE SMUILLICILLITSET 6T6TsnID BT (U.244) GMOILNGEDITI.

LD 6BY6LLLIT

GCappmL(Bé Glq.HEH6T DEMELIWIT GlgUD 66ITDTES HHLPHSHGI. LDMEOUIT 6T60TLIG DMV S6T60T
HM6LaI6TT. G&FJ BT Ig.60T HEMELEU6T 6T60TM GUITIHETU(RLD. DemeVWIDTedT BT “LDeVM(h” eT60Tm) LO(HEIULD
QUPRISILLL & G&IJ Glquiler &HemeasGlgemls CaIH eUTsHEheT Heo CLMHEGL UGSHUNL Hhisen
BILenL eNfleurds @uieomsmulimed HpsHed SN QL HnHanE, QHTamHaT(H IO L RIGTTS
QuCunglerer LGHSmen CalaIm), SRGS GlgCUMETTISET. QLGN EIITDDRISGEMIUNCD 2 _6iTer
HECHTONYTENT  S6TUTL_6M60T  LDEMELUILDTEST  6T60TM) GO LUBGEDMeT. QHHL UGS LDm6eu&er
Heowhd UGS PFHOML MeUBMT(H  6160TMH  QUUIPTEL  JIMPSSLILLL .  DMELIWIT Gl uileL
Comeorlwieurms QLOWILICUITH6T HTWIESTTEnFE GOILILI.

LDEMEUUIGTT  6T6OTLIENEDT  Ljeve], umewny (PG @Qreleofs@s &b, CHBD  LLHLE
Qu@BLUSCLOTER  eNeMhI&eTTes. @QeIenend &Y  6T6IMID, LDEMEVUILDTE 6TeoTMILD, GHTLDMEST  6TETMILD
Famiel]. @&eneu,

‘BlEbFT (WLpelm Cameum G&mLmedt

QABEGHCHTES ST ' SIGHTEYNM)], LIT.6T.35

‘WPUENQSTeT GILDH C&FeUGeaI6d LDEmEVLIGHT GMIHCISTENS,LIT.67.312

6TEOTERILD LITL_6VIQ.&6IT o M) &6OTM6DT.

LOLPGUT - LOGOILOWII

el Glgemid CEHHaHT CFITGGL ASWTEGSD NM OETEIISGD CUISSTLILITT]TS
eNenmi&leony. G&[J LOGT6I6 “LOLPEUT CIDUIDLOEMM” 6T60TM) SMLPSSHLILIHHETMMET. L6 6T60GEVM(HLD
ali$ded Hphseujseamns Qb @&emed e[ Taim Qemed afff eerIbd  QUITHmens
GOUUSTUIDODI. Q).

‘HEH 160 QF@mUuen LHwy CanGel

G@eNed Sevoreudil LoLpeUT QLOWIDED UHMMILILSSI, LIT.61.21

61601 UHDOMILILGS LML 66T epeold Ml (PIgHAMEG. COGID OLpal] 6T6Tm  CFTLVISHS
@enenld 6T60TM QUIT(HEHLD 2 6001(H 6T6ITLIENS,

“IPQYD G| @eremioll QUIT(heT- Q&meL, CI&MeL, MIT.311

6T60TENID QHTELSTUNL BAMHUT &L (HHME).

Lyl

‘PLIOW eeiiemild QEmed GENISHmens GMNESGL FTLINsS SHHRSHMG. LLOWITHET eUMDHS
QL ylpTh earuulLgl. Uy GMSHE Fhsé QesHWmsst udle| QFuwiglerene. “ULHuly
(TETEMID  QIFTEL 2 QImIITSAD LweTUuRSSUIUL Retengl. “Ufijsepenluwl S Qeuauenid HmLD
o 6a  GemevsemenilenLwl Y (h&HafeT Wheng ugell HOUKCUTEL LEsiTeHamen 2 GIEID & (HEG &6
Reombasl HHAGD STOON USTEHN SILTHS AUGHHIMD STEMILLLMS,

“WIMTenThl @MMmenest &LGev L LAWY

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 320-324 | 322
IOR
QKESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 M. Sampath Kumar / 2026

Smigemev Cledeemens CHIM(H LITTHS 601601
Bestmy @B E6T HreneLIDd CQUBHSIND” GSMIHCS TN, LIT.61.163

6TEOTEMILD LIML_6VIq &6 2 60 &S 60TM60T.

alleoGeorry

eNebGeory  6TedIm Q&ML  QuUITGUTS eNLCeHHIW alfjsamets GNSGLTUNDID, SIS
Qamquied eNevei(heud QuTMHSHS QamaL. CarampC 9% GMSEHME. aNevGeory ereTug Gyl
G \q.uNedr B 6" 618G g WIS aNeMRISILIG). Capsen GG QuUWI(RSCHMU &6M6V (LP6MM
SmePmOWITEE  Hphs el affjsamss Haphssre @Qeasng “alleoGeomy QUBLD”  eT6a
UL RIQSTMHMEST een&&LULB S mITeot.

OLLRQSTOMET  SIjauemnhd  GH)  DMLEGS  HMELNTTES  FHSLDHSI6TET6.
@ibemeouiled QIMpPHS GmeujHeT eNBhoHereny HTOSTHILmPSHHF QOFT L] 3 6uNe0l(HhHS
&MHE MHOJASTET UTdled QL BHEF Fowds HemerdGammid, T6T  QemMEFSU|D  SH6TM
aurempuilemeouiieo QLB 2 USHIOLT  6TOTLSTD  UTSHN6T  UTF6T Fensl L6  Henmibgeedt
6TEOTLIEN S,

‘LDEOTIITET SMHS HIEOT CSTETSLDLIT6L

BHeOOBMTE (ETHHSH CoUMIENS LIRS 6uT6uT

alighell eulbNeir aNeLGeo) CQUHLY LMBTEHIMI, LIT.61.168

6TEOTENILD LIML_6VIq&HETITEL 2 6501 (LPLg HME).

A7) §148: 3y

QBMHIG BTLML & QSTRG] 6T QersSHeny ol § QFILG6]. CQ&MRISG] 6T6aTmID Gl &S
QenepGaned Q@HLAUTENM 6TETLIOIT HemevadetTd: eNenmilesime. C&MhGeT 6TeoTLg C&resfledr LILL LI
Quuigres Heursy Hsan® GOUNGEHDE. Q&MH&)T BTl CouGsohdHiul LenLu|L6r G&F LD6dT6u6
GL (o6t emnS&LILMMIEITITES 6T63TLIENS,

“QUmesT QFII HENEHSG oo wlenL &gIF

Siymiflev earll BHieumiil Lgged

SUIMIGM (WP&HmeN Huleor QOMiISHGLD

Q&Y QaMhsT BrLsl UGSS UHDHMILNUSS], LIT.Oi.61.22:12-15

6TEOTEMILD LIML_6VIq&HeMTeL i (LPIgHME).

Gmeuy

GDeu] 6D QuWy  QUTGIEUTS el  UGHSeMeL eaum(pld &SNS  GMSELD
Q&meLeLMGLD. GMeU] GlqUlledT  HMELEUTTTHE  FhG  QVSHWGEHL  “Jeng&ECHTeNT 616015
G@M&SLILL (RerTenmedt. LmBTsHMDOMIEL 6enr&sCameneill LSS Gm&en @Qentleluilel earspid Level
UMq U]eTTenmy.  “Getemeialléd  HDHHUTSHET  HOTHGSH SHUNMPSHHTL G  CQUTMISHHEVILD,
LOMHOEUTSHET QUMIHDIITED UT(HeUG &I ST6T BHIEYEUGHID, UOLUILSHU NOF UHNSSILL TS
QUEONLIEOL_LISEMTEILD, SITGHMLSHTHIL SleneusHSHeSled mmedeny el GWLUL(H HLSSID Sl
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2 WJhG UGILSET SMhHGHET LOMOmELUW|D CSTOID Coedlemer|d, Si&6Tm LIJUlmeTLD C&s
Gl LRsmeas §OHHSH HMISHHOTD 6uaThHEs  MeUMIILD 2 MLl GMeU] SHMeVeUSTTSIL
gmr&ECaHTam5$GsH QUTIHHGIOUETOINGLD 66N LSLPLLIGRIMS,

‘B0 SO MULN6TSIFH CHTEITMELEVILD
NoJens Wme| SHTeTHT GuIFHeIDd’ LMBTEHM] LIT.61.157
6T60TERILD LMBTENMHMIL LML 6060 I (LIgHME).

(Plg &en1

Qeueurmnad GFy BMLlged GLeuf, GL(Beuy, S, 2 Slj, 6O, LOLpeN], LDME],
Qeverwly, LWy, elledGeomy, QEBMHMEN, QSMRIG), Gmeu] (pGeomer LLGUM Gla&eT QIBHHMSGF
FM& QEESHIRIGET 2 MISHGDET. SIUJHT  HOOHIFISMMESAD  QTSG(PSSMTEHAID  afijbd
N&SQUTHMTEAID HEHDPHSHMSHF FhRIGL LT L& Ul SiMl (PIgHMG).
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