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R. Meeradevi 2, R. Madhan Kumar 2

a Department of Languages, Karpagam Academy of Higher Education, Coimbatore - 641 021, Tamil Nadu, India.

*Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT

Literature possesses the unique ability to reflect both historical continuity and the
transformations that occur within society over time. When historical themes are
incorporated into literary works, they acquire greater significance when they are
reinterpreted in ways that resonate with contemporary readers. In this regard, R.
Murugavel is distinguished for his ability to creatively reconstruct historical narratives
by drawing upon classical literary and historical traditions. His novel Milirkal is set
against the narrative backdrop of the Tamil epic Silappathikaram while portraying the
realities and concerns of contemporary society. Through the integration of historical
memory with modern perspectives, the novel establishes meaningful connections
between the past and the present. Among its notable literary features is the use of place
names (toponyms), which function not merely as geographical references but as
markers of history, culture, identity, and collective memory. The place names employed
in Milirkal preserve traces of ancient Tamil landscapes, historical events, and cultural
traditions, thereby enriching the narrative with historical depth and regional
authenticity. They also contribute to the reconstruction of the socio-cultural
environment envisioned in the novel and strengthen its intertextual relationship with
Silappathikaram. This article examines the toponymic elements found in Milirkal,
analyzing their historical, cultural, and literary significance. The study demonstrates
how the novel employs place names to bridge the classical and contemporary worlds,
thereby enhancing its value as a work of historical fiction rooted in Tamil literary
heritage.

Keywords: Milirkal, place names, Tamil landscapes, Tamil epic
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QeosEWId 6160TLG| STOLHCHTMID WSS UMD HHPL HBHN6SEMETULD LOMHMHKISEDEITULLD
1(055S Famid QUILLMLWIG. QMHSHHTEL UFOMHMIS FamiHenaT QeVSAIIGHO LD &GLCUTS
Smel  HsP&TLHHMGL CQUTHHBHID 6UMmSUNL JDWEGSILGIG (PSHWILTEIGTSD. HS
almsuiled @Qum. (PHSGCAIET eUFeLTHMIS FamIGeneT LULICHTES HmG ST LiemL LLSleL &6vildHmest
QamevoiLeuy. @eu@menLwt “BeMiHed” Beued HeolLHSTISH STUNWIGSH6T  NeoT6sT6mNuUNed FLOST6L
ampemeud  HHHHULSTE  DDHSIETTEH. HD  FapUUGD @QLUAUWT  Samiser  umHM
QssL_(hengulled gyuie] QEFLLLGEMDSE).
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{IT6L IM(LPSHLD

@Qbmpredlest QUi “OleNFHELCTERTUSTGLD. @H6oT 11-gheud UG 202160  Ceuafleubglemeng).
Qgemell USLILNGS6UTHET 2 9 @GLD.

BeS6T, (PELeMeL HPEW Q@ HEGIILTEHET YeueulLLLD SWMHSGL CurEHd HeolILSSTy
QUNSHL RIGemen guule| QFw WoHubEHermey. HeoLLHSTTSHHL Q@D QL h&HeT SHCUTE 6TLiLig
BHEHE TN, S6L 6T6oTCIET60T60 LOTDHMMIGET BHLDHGI6TeTes 6T60TLG GSMHSH plUlie)] CFUIE 6T,
SHSL LGS HL SUT&HeT FHHGG HSHLPeSTHTD SIS alflhg CFLHME.

@ibmreuedlstt g AFWT  QUT.ApGBESCeusT,  Balr  QeusEHw 2l  GNUIL 558
PSHSTNTSHANEL  R(HE]. FLEMVEF HEHLHMET  MLWILLTSS CSMEIL.  Q6ung UL LIL&6r
S1(LPHBIVHD Gesll SiemLwimend Qummiertenesr. eTflujd UNSSTE, Lemesumenel, Q&FbLeud, pé&Hede,
Peussmisd Cureim [HIL&HT Qeaurg GOUNL$5586 LMLLLSHT. QeUTs BTSN FLOSHTEL
FUWPHMU, SITHUIL HEHHELEHEMET YLOLDMTE Y TTUIEETM6T.

QL UQLWIT sylile]

QLUQUWIT oylle] eTeatug QL misefer GCHMMHMLD, eugeomm, QUWFH GCHTOHMLD, CUIT(HET,
sMyewild  GuUmetmened GMNHFH Ul CFWLKHD G WLODWTSD . QL _hisefeT CUWITSH6T
SlUaILRSCTH  QFHMLUmMLI &SN  eUFeOMMEMNMUID, U6ILUTLsnL WD  LNFSHILeO&S6Tment.
SIG6TeL QL LAWY gyule] 66U CQomHuilied wMMID QHTELEOWID  FHIMMEEL 60T QSHTL L
QareL_gres alamhGHmE. QL UAUWITSHET @ UGHuleT euFeomrmHmMIt Lelulwied QFUISSHemerniLd
QesGwesafer ummbuflws GuCWOHDhRIGmeS GMSSHID ADW 2 HeUSGTDE. o5 2aflaor ClLuLI
6TSOTLIS QIS [HleVLD LGS el (BF CIFIlBSGL) Sl & FML FMID. (D&GSH6IT LO6MMIES/6IN_ 6VITLD,
SLIQL BIGET Gl BSIEN_6VMLD; 46oTTeD HnShS 62lg62l6VIT6US YhS 2erflesT G 2 600T6MLO6MUIEF
CIFMeLEVIG  CIGITovoTI (5 SGLD”" (LP (HhHGEU6TT, 2015, Li&. 88) 6T60IMEMDGHS Famdml, 2amflest QuUUIT euFeOmMHM)
S,EUWILDNTS NeMhIGIMSE &L (HHME).

Wleflf&HeL Hreuedlev @LUQUWT &amis 6l

Q. W ;a&Ceueatstr ‘hleMised BHraucd, HeolLSeETIHHeT LaNuMied NS SmGHEF FLOSTeVLI
MNetreorewsnued B GEHouTSHSHD QFLADME. @@ Heoluglfest QuUWIT 6TeTUg Qeumid  SiemLITeNLD
L (HL6V6Y; i HleogSler eureomml, UGIUTE WOMID AUHSTY WLIHOHRISENET LIQLOD 6T6TLMS
@npreusd  BepNGEME.  WHOTUIOBHE CHETERSNTT  eusmyulleomest eyl CQUWIFS6T6sT
LOTHORISEMETULD, G601 NetTeuT6mNUIeL LOMMBHSHIETET UFEOTDM] 2 GHUNLOGHENETILILD 6T(hSGHINTEHHMGI.

§hG SMevLll CUWITSHEHLD HELAILIEL 6L LLITEIT RIS EHLD

BTeUedled  aU(HLD QST (HL6ETEL, ASTH (WIg, 6uEhd, QFmeuig, (WM, &SLOLGIHSSH GCUTETD
QUWITHET FMIG &ML Hevalllenevd &leLEOILTSL NTHLIEOISSHTMET.

o« Q&MTEL6EIEL (Kodumanal): Fhi& @eV&AILMIGaNE QaTHIOGID 6T60TM GSMSSUILGLD  @6dall,
2155MLHHCLCIW THHled HNH&ET (FHHGD QSTAMHEFTMELEET Hemmhd QL LTS Q(HHSHMS
BITEU6L FMETMISEHL 6T BMIQSMG. QSR 6TOILG UMETHS VLG YLPLOTET LIGH6mIs
GMNEHGWL Q&ML UMD, QBMIWIDL YHMIET ecumeTalled Q&  SMLDHGIETETENSU|LD
AWy Hevelwied FHWINE eNend@GH M.

o« QaTHWIG (Kodumudi): S4MHMIET euemeTalled ((WDIg&FEH GCUTETD UGSHUND)  SI6MLDHSIETENS 60
QuUALWIT QUHDENS BHTEUD &L IgSSHTL (HEMSE).
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e MEFFYNT FLOOTEHATNDT  SIMESLLMENEHET  9I6LELF  LeTellFHeT  QpHSH QL hISGET,
NHSTLHS6L 'SMEFEVNT 6T6sT LTINS BHTEUL NTHSH M.

o DBmeued CuU&LD C&MHIEG LOEIILeVGH6 Lew o2afjll  CUIITHET RIG6Ten  SHesflo
UOMRISCOTT(H CGTL LML LLIEn6.

o UWQSS HMSET (Quartz): LIGHS SHHSHET HeDLSG QL MI&6T ‘ClodeTener 61601 emL QmAGWIT®H
(2_SMPERILONS:  CedsemeniLmenm) Q@GLUUMSWD, Qe SemeuGul STFULCTL  Geumfl&enTs
wrOUNGLUUHG WD BAFILT FOSTL QL LCQUWIRUIED WIMHMRISETTS (L6TTemeUSSHMITI.

o Qumeufll QuwseT: TrRCHERL  QuUEBeu!  Cumsiim  QUIITSET  LGGIemL U 6U6TN&LI
utengsenen @Qeoid ST (h&leitmest. @6tml SihGL UTGHHT CHAW QB (HEHFTMELSHENTE
LIOWUNGBHSTEID, LemLpul QUILITSET 606U (h&HerMled 6TEehHUNIBLILINS HTeeL ST (HHMGI.

@L_LQUWIy LOITHMHIS 6T

SOPEGHHL 10g LIHMKEISET HHWPLCUTEH, @LUAUUITSEHL  6elaumm  LDTMHMLOEL b 6w
(T60TLIEMS  BT6U6L YLOWT&SL udle| QFLIAME. Fwewil Uedefgel Qmbhd QL m&eT NMH&TELSHe6L
seueumm Gauml QUUITSHE@HSHE MMMLUILILL 60T 6T60TLGI (DSEIL ylia|ll LeTaNm@Lb.

CUemerfl eTeoTM  (LPlQUD L6V oerjll QUILITSET (2 STJEU0IONS: QUIDLITEHETUILD, FLO6WIL  Liser
AmHs QLRGN &aujshellss &eoalll U TS QFTLHIMET. HHSM  EHLDUIRISEN
FLOOSHMG NSHHCUTH, SihF QL MiGeriler CQUIITSHET LImerl QUILTSEMTS WIMHOULLL60G Ay
BT6UedleL Q@B @L mi&sefeT euflling HmieSmmi.

"QUTCVMMEND PGS  [HI6O6OTLILIOITSEIT  (LPSVID  26IjL]  GCUILITSEMENEG ST LOMMMYSNDITE6IT.
CILILIT&6TT  IDMMYLOCLITS  BE  BleVGSl6oT  LIsmipil  [hlemeoTey 56T D&M OB  GlosD6v  GlosD6V
el ClLmmY& GG TerTdlsorment.”  (LOIMj&6D, Li&.162).

S6I60IS5  QF6TM LTSS GCHEW LWangHHe0, HeoLLHSTTHEHL 6UHLD CQUIITEEDHEHGLD
@erremmIL QLTS EHSGLD 2 6Tem QemLGlauerilemil BT Y IMILISMDGI.

o QUEHH (Vanchi: G&FJ  BMLIGET HEDELBSIMET UEHE  6T6TLG QETEMHDUI  SHHIT VLG
Gaepeammallest  QHTHMHISTT  61601D  euFOTHM  leuTgSHms @L ULl  Greaysefso
SlgLILemL_uNedL HITeUeL G HMSG).

SeoLILSSMIHEHL U@ 6UEHH MBS QBMTILIL YMHNET HOFUNDL HMDHE &H(HE]
STOTLUSMSTET  FMETMIGHENeT  (PLeMeL  CHBEMMET. QL UCQUWIRUIEL  THDMIGET  6TeUeUTM)
QIeTHemMs  GUUEEImET  evevd CHaNeuBSHSHHTmeT  6OTUSDEG 'lEh&H (b
D&ESDHS 2 GTIEIILD.

o QBEMEMRISGOONT 0 STLHHL 'WCHTHWLTD 66TM AMWPESUULL G 0 QL Gt
Quwifled HHWPL QHFHMSW QUG WLIHOHRSET, HG HevHHeT UTHWE FeneveLOUTI6HT
IMHMSHEMSL LNTH LIS S 60TM6DT.

o LOMRISOTTLJD &T6L LIMHMSSHTEL 26MfHEHLD, QL MISE@HLD, UMM GUIITSE@HLD LOMHMHIGET
SIMLEGTMET 6TOTMID QU FaMIEOMT. “LOGINT BT AL bHS LMMIGL UM GCoum GMiLiL
QHGEMG|. Fa60T LITEHUIQUIT STLHSHD G TEUFH €JLOMD BHIMHMTETNIGED LOGIENTENUI 6DEUMSBEHS
aLUpD N fEHHFHTHED, WRISTUID  66im LUHW BEHOJ 2 (HeUTSEEWSTSHELD
SCIL(B&HET  Famiflermer. oG QUCUTEH QEHEGLD EFTHSHLOMISEONS  @\([HSHSHEVMLD
STEOISDMI&H6T  (LOlaIfljBeD, 115.207) 6160TLH QL IDTHMSS6T ML WITEMRIGEMET  HMIe|eUH TS
SIMLDHGIETNS).
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LIGUOTEML_LLI §]|6WM (L &Ml & 61T

“@p&N GuTTm  HIOMPS BHHJIMIGeN6T QUIITEHET STLLCUTESH HenghH CUTETTEYID,
HeMuNwied FamideilesT SliqLiLemLuled QMM 6TUNNSHID SIMLUITETD SHTETUIELMD 6T6OTLIENS [HITEUEL
SHN&AME. Qmeg, PHM GCUTHID HIEODPSHIGHT (DSSHUILDTETT  6UMTEINS  MLOWIRIGATTS
QOHAGHS eI EoNIADTY.

. QBMRIG BILMLE &GOHOWNGHS CFy, UTENgUl, SiEh BTHST MG HLsHFH Qs
sH&meMd  Nm  QuTGaTsamerd CmE&GS sSLOSmIullstt Qg meg, (WHM, BHIOTONS
SODWNEhSEHGD, HNEGS SLDH&mIUNle STaNfll L WDUL eSS QeTamGGCUTI RIS [HHSI
Crmwé® goming QFLQIMRS. STRIGT gnlalbsd Crmomeailsd SLU&ET (PHMS MU &HHHeL
DememsU|D, @QUSHHES SOHSHMATLD UMRHSE CFLAISDHSTS STHSH([HHSHEM 6T6TmID GO
STELUGEDG” 6T601m  CFUHUND olewsd emLWRSTS @Q@bHS WEHM, Qsmeg GuTETM
SIEOD(WPSMHIGET FaMLILI(HE 66T

Qoo gg56], “BLO GIHSHH 6oIm CQUWFD AMPSSUIULL G SHIG 6UTDHE LD&HS6IT
SLDULISMSSH  HHGEHT  (GELEFE6GEILTSS Q&I (BHSH6. SLOGIHSHH  HE@h  HTLLq.65
QFLAIMEGSG 2L U lqBhdH. CFIBI_(HéG b &LUULGmaT @QbhS &LIDUISET QST IhHEI
QameteneniLig &8 eubGen (hlafljseD, L& 151) 616dIm  euflEHeT Qe &HEH6] GMNHS CFLSmwS
FaMISHMG. SLIDUTHET &L QEmetemanjsHemnensl GUTEL &LLILGeT 6UHIDMISHHTL  EUMETNSHLD
SOLLLLHT&H6D, Sleuisemer CFren QFmGL (haueT SiNHFH Qeumm Qamean® L6 LNM&ECHTLIg I
QEmIGL (Heussr 6Teorll QUWIT QUOHMGID euFLTHMIF QFUISITGLD.

(Dlg &|en]

‘WOlerfliy &60' HIT6UE6D AL UQUWIFSET, QIyeLTmHM) SI6ML_UIITENTIRIS (61 L 60T
udleQFuwniuLl Berereor. gerjll CQUWITSeT,  HleoUUFUNeT  LOJUGDIGSHET (Cultural DNA).  SQUMENME

Heng gl 2 HGLIHOIL UWaTUGSSHS, GSOUINLL Heoddler auFeommHenms SHiewiglILSMHGHEF FLOLD
CT60TLIEMS QHBTEUEL 2 166 QFTOLHAMG. QYWUIUTAISERSHG QL UQUIIRILIEL AIWITS  6UFOTHENMD
SITDGUSMSHTE LG LTenGenil @O (LP(HSCEUET LIemL &GI6TerTiy.
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