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Early human communities lived in close harmony with nature, relying on it for food,
shelter, and survival. Initially, individuals depended on hunting as their primary means
of subsistence. As human society evolved, people gradually formed organized hunting
communities and later established settlements based on fertile lands, where agriculture
became the principal means of meeting their nutritional needs. Within these
communities, individuals who possessed exceptional leadership qualities emerged as
clan leaders. Living amidst the uncertainties of nature and the constant threats posed
by wild animals, these early societies developed systems of belief, worship, rituals, and
performative traditions to strengthen social cohesion and ensure collective well-being.
Over time, these practices evolved into enduring cultural traditions and artistic
expressions. Sangam literature provides valuable historical and cultural evidence
regarding the organization, customs, and identities of ancient Tamil clans. Drawing
extensively upon these classical sources, the historical novel Velpari reconstructs the
socio-cultural landscape of the Sangam age by portraying several clans and their
distinctive characteristics. Among them, the Aguthai clan occupies a significant place,
reflecting the traditions, social organization, and cultural identity of early Tamil society.
By integrating historical imagination with literary evidence, Velpari establishes
meaningful parallels between fictional narrative and Sangam literary traditions. The
novel presents clan life not merely as a historical reconstruction but as a reflection of
the social values, belief systems, and cultural continuity of the ancient Tamils. This
article examines the portrayal of the Aguthai clan in Velpari through a comparative
analysis with references found in Sangam literature. The study explores the clan's social
structure, cultural practices, and historical significance, demonstrating how the novel
successfully draws upon Sangam literary traditions to recreate the life and identity of
ancient Tamil clan-based communities.
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(LPETEIED

S WIS CHTLES HTLHHL QUIDMSDU MOWILTSES Q&TEIEH 2 D& T&He LD
2 ML $HMETHID QUMDHE UbHS6T]. SHevilnesNFeims Ceulsnl. QAFMHeNL FHULED 6UhGaITSH6T
ety @(peuns Qevewihgl Geulenl FessdHed FRHULL ] Q&6 QASTLJEHWINS Heomsen FMhgl
G SMmwsHF ealmerdgedlsd FHULEG 2wl Chemeusamer LUTdHH QFLSET] G(peUTs mLbS
weNgjseNed SmhHeleT @QEIGGL) FHMEVEURITS SHSLLLLTE QUIDESEDW  FMIHG  UTDDHS
esNgHesT @uiHensuilest FHMmIGMTeYID LO(HEMRSeN6T HEGMIGHHEOSNMTID LUTHINNEG 2 6TenmeumedT.
Qo  qHJASTETUGNG eReuCUTH Qs GUWAIHGLD BLOLNEMESET UPLTHSET  FodGISeT
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GumeTmeumenm 2 (HeuTsHEe). QeneuGl STeLLICUTSHEE LGTLTESATTEHED SHENEVSETTHED eU6TTFE
SIMLHSH6M 6T60TLMS MW (PI3HAME. Q&L (Hengulled Fh& QeUEHILSNG (LDGESTEND Y SMILOTEHS
Qametoi.  Geuetumfl  UHeTHHeL 2 eten  Hev  GOMISMETD  SeummleT  @UILLSEDETULD
QeueliL(B S §IUSTEH HMDEDG).

hleod EMJHG @615 S (L& & 6N

@@ GOUILL  Heolugufer Sl uiled HhisGeT eumpeiiled GCHemeudsener FMibHa
UMDHG UTDHG FPBHMG QSEGD FSD eTeum]. CQHMASaN6T Siglitenl ulled QL Fisafed
whfamensans NfHH QUODmSCTEH eTManamhg eUMDHG eUhGHET). “Fcpsd LMl ailiied
Splle|&eT Ul o e GesFlUY Henew Fepsld Cauleml Feps UL gbhleny GUWILGUT) &eLp& LD
QT G UTRSME  (POOUNBHBHET SUSGPESHET FHmeved] QGBS BT 2 ML MG
FPSHHIMG 0BS5S WNHCHU CouaTTEIend  FENSHHHEL  CUETEMTELSEET 6T60T  LIGLULIGUITES &
2 (HEUTHESLD SIMLHGHG cTaTlemg S (PIGHMGI. Couamesuiend FepsSdHled Qers@peuns mEUL(®
QaMHleL Q&S &S SHTEOLLCLTHEH SHTLHML ST 6laMI&HS CHTLMS6N & HTevHHeL
SMELBHEML ST CLGLD CF6L6ULNS QHHSE . (FRIGSTEL QeSS Fepsd U 62) Qomer SIGSHI)
alemenhleomisaied @QbHer Qe Ged uHm CsTEIR SNSH @SS GO T(LPHSUTSET
Caums &6 sTara|d Qeujsamen s fHealIsHeT GmIhey LTEII&HaTHD HNHMIFTHTEaID elejFS
SIMLHG &S W HSHHEI). FRIGSHTLGHHD MGl LTI HGSMG 6TeTLUIBLD CeuarTesor
QampeL Q&g Geuenmetor il M[ILLKIGemeT 2 6uijhd Geuenmeguienin QFIIG LM &60MISEDHSHSLD
(PETCETMq TS euUMDHSH6)  6TeoTUemE  Geuemumfl  yHed  HeoUUGSHEME .  Geuenmeorenin
QFIHUTHET  Geuenmanj LOMOMID  LGTET] 6T60TLMS USHBTOMIGETD QUMDHEH b G60MhIGeres
1EFMIGETTS @6ITMID 2 6Tamend &meunl (LPlgHMmE).

SAG®S G60LD

SGMG etettLed] LMANT ol 60 BHOsSm YU & QFUIS LOETET(HLD SeuT @6 eeTeTs0
SHESTEMIDILIL_ 60T QUMLPHG QUHSHMS Fhid QEVSSHILIBIGET ForM)&H6oTM6T.

QumiwrSwiGrm QumiwiruwGm

Um ollg Wmenest UTHeONES SI(HSTE

& Qs CHTETSHMET GBS CHTOOI( LMD LT :233)

Qeuaugsefett eumuleons UNHS Slgenwl 2 eml ! Wmsnsotullenssr LfFLTHS LOGHWTS &(HLD

LIGBTEmL 2 6L LLIEU6TTS Q(HHSH6U] 6TeoTLeng M (PKHmG. Geuetumfl USHearsHed & CeumisGL & 6ot
SIUTSHET SGHNG Gev&HHl6tT Couenmeioentd SMlemeuw|d UsTUTG&Hsmemu|D QeueNiLGSE ST (S

Geuenmevor M6y

MEUMESH  HMIUNL QFNGHSH euehs Ceuenmeioienin 6@ HLLOMET BISTHD VLG
SlgCHMOILG YOHORISGmIUNGT HeHHNEG gomeurm UUNTSHmeT allemeTl meaIsSHaID imielamnL
Qeuwwe|d Ceuenmenienlouner o4& HILURGmET &SELMNbHSHEUTSHET HTeughiseailsr GeujsHen 6hHs
QUEMSIITETT D6 2 6TCHTEHS CFLEL UMIDHGGSLD 61HF 6Uens e (b HHLD 6T60TMI  HESTMTES
SINHSHEUTHET Fal6D 61631 LOSSATTEHEUI]
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Beirdl Cl&FEIHGIHE0

BTl QFVISSID LIGILITENSH| HMEUD SMLLDTSH SLOLDTSHEM6I LIGUILITL 1960 2 616G, HSHMS
GSLUTHGET LUMemeU&eT sLHlaNeL Qbhg (WemandGHeN(BLd el aNsemen semed 6T6iTLmMS LMMILI
M6 G 2 mLWfHHT (PHL aleng B[HWLOUTEH iHG UDeneuulesT Hmend  SLUNGles
SAGHL BLE SHSEHEG UDSTLQUITE HeHWPL UDmSE&SE beih FmiSeam iy
2 ML IQIT&HET. UMmesGeT QL FaMe  S@HGl]. euflu@eal]. Umemeuder 2 el LUNjHerlesr
IDEFHIGENET HEHTHEW UMD QHTeEoI(H BTNl DMUMD EUMDIHGI 6UhGHEUTSH6T 6T6oTm  GouerTLImIf)
L&D FomISMS).

LLPRISTEL  FeNSSH6T mWITg aAUT(h&sT WBHID SmsHer HWD BONGMES mauss
2AUTEEES BTN CFQIHI UTDHS UHSE] QFHMEN EueNEb6L]

‘6THHESTM QSBMETMMTIHGLD 266G TD 2 U I6)N6065I60

QewimesTN QSBMTETM LSMES’

61601 oMMy  Geuenmeioienid  QFUIS D&HHET UDMUSERSHES BHeoihl 2 euCeun(®
DL (HLDELELITLDEL Y FMEUTTEH QUNILIL (B SLemWUUL(H QUMDHSSH SIMIL (LPplg HME)

Cauermeusr CHMLHIEHEL 6815 WIIT(Eh S 6V

Qamplevselled  (pGeTemoWmeTs 2 p6ys QFMHleonGd. @QFHemer eleT@peU] 2 (LpSIeT(H
QUTLPeuUGy eumpeuy eT6oim) Samlleienmy. CQHTLHL QFUIQISDEG PSHETMDIITES HeuMHenm UMMIL
s&HeuLGMmeT  GCEoflHsH  sMeneu  allfle] QFIAIGH ST  Fal LAUTHSEELEG Qhg ey
QuIDmsIITEGal  SmWhHEHHH. GCeouenmean Mt HL LSS &L Meug L (HLDELEVTLOEL
QeweLURSHHWD ST Iq6uT]. eUen) QFQIITsTg @uicoLTsEGal FTameuGIIMIRISeTed U6 FnlqUIg).
SLETITEL UM @Q6MEVEMUI LDGIEIDIET LIsnGHSHGH NenenFFemey LD LMK QUIHSH6TISH6T. Qalfser
2 (LPEUSMEMET LONRIGENET HETTEMLOGOWILILD AN S (5HS 61T

NS SNISES UL

FRIGHMEL D&SHET 6 SHOLmUUNGT GMIGES WBTHMS SHEULDM6T LOJHIGHENET CFUII]T 60TT6L
QEUEG SiF UMILTSE QIHSEGLD 6T6ILMS HUTHET 2 WITONCLEMED. YT HGS U6 GH6VLD &6t
W WHOD AH LYDETET peNaMEHeT GEHOTMLD TN GHISSG BIEMS AHH WI5HED
QEWIGHE]. SHETD GMMEUTHAD 6TEUOIANTR| (T(LPHSTID ML iGN HWPHGH UGHUID Ul Ui &ang)
eTeTMILD LWeTURS S 2_6terient). @euser 2 Ul CHUID 2 ML WQITSHETTS s 2 ulijseriler
2 66 SEMETD LDSGG UTDHS QbS] eT6mLg QeuafiLGHMGI.

HYeveormL(p edlpm

HeoestTLL (B NPT 6T60TLG| €(heusn] e(heu] BOmed SigdHg eNememurGeusn@ld elpraed
Fal OAUTHSET (LP(POLWINTS QeneihG @UGLUUMT. HEMELLDEEET BHITEL HEUDMT Hal] IigsF
eNenemum(heurj @eleumsUiled M6 FadGID eTOTGL Couetumy LHearsSHed HTssElg.sefeon
QpraIns  mELLEITHSTELD  SHEwhansd LD ghal] AHD UH Qenclfser  SHesafenil
U A&Q&TEI(H (L&D WwenmHS Qh@HLND @mmis oyHeu.

"Gleihien&UTleL W&eN] WLHGCWL gL Geuan(hd 6161m eusmywenm QbbHHSE Wwaaily Crm@e
S N@GLULEITSET SO 2 (hehel WemMm&GSHS Qaman®n waaiemy Gumew o (HULmTHS C&meuL
Sl ET(STOHCHTMID SLOLDT SHEMEVSSIT LI;73)
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SHGHT QenewiCl CHIHEHHEGD 2 flemww LDUNOBHE QULUUmE DWW (PLYEDE
SlUTHMET  HRIGET @6 W&HEHET O CeustiGLd  6T6eaTUHHETHGe  @QeoId  FMIHS — LGITLIT(
FadGlHSMEE|D AlPraimsead QaTEuLTg QGBSSIDeT] Qeuaiahisale q&FRSNTS Q6dHd (LD
D&SET  @QeleUms QL LRGN QaSGL) QUEG) HEMeveUT  LOHMID  HemeveTlenuiu|d
QenswihsTHL  (Wemmemwwd Heo&ifl wemeoullstt WESMOLCW CHE CHTLFES  emevUTN6dT
W&SNMLSSHVID  Q@BLLMS &Sy &S (WDIgUD 6TTuHed eumuNeVTs  USHSML  FCLPSHSH6L
@6QeuTm® Q6T GUeUDd  Slemeusemeir  LLT(h&eT  SigliLmLulled  Qgement  CQeueluuB S S
O\ (5SS ETM6TTI.

S| Gr600TLOIT

SIGHEWIDMT  6T6OTILG QengsHE WLWRGLD o ulflard @& eNVRSTS L6V LMEMEULITS
Q56650 (B 6T60TLGH QLSS WIMIGEMNE eumueons SN (WPIKRHADG Q& enssr CoulsnL Wm(heudn&
wmp Qanenlh @engamw WL Heuy i&6wILm WRE eNPCUTg QAsmermieNGeur 6TLmg

‘QIG6UUILD QG TETLIOU] m&HGUITEL HesTMILD

@eoTLI(PLD FleTTLI(PLD 2 6L GG

(HMMIEM6ETIILIM: 304)

AeuaigsHefled sigemwiom LemmUN(BheH Qen& euBLGCUTEH H6ET €260 STRISTDD QMbHS
(B  ereoTLemS  QeuaNULBSHHIHMGI.FalLUTHSHEMNGT  (GEOLILMENE  SIGEUILOMT.  LDFSHEHnETILITEL
Qeuwiul L. wremlpGul  SaleLeurflset B Geumy gQereflled Q& Qamsiismm  WrGHHed WL GG
ML WSFalgUl  UDDQUTGD  Q&msTemm  WwrGHer  wmp  QFWdCUTE  WmHler  S6oTenin
SIq.60TLOMENTHTEH Q6LEVMDED QL G6UTEH Q(HEHGD SUGFETILOT CILDETENLOUITEST €260165@ L (KGO LOWRIGLD
UDEme SIFHETL  Fal LITHGET Q&MeTemm WIGHL WD C&FIFH GeoLUUMmeUsnI!  LDELPFH
SlLWE  QFWIGH6ET.  eueedl  (PHSET  SHMTHL SHm&GHSaTNL (PHSH6T  Hewoi  Q&mesTsnmS S muiledt
alengsemen e(h UGS Flemenall (b shHHON_(H QmFUILTED GLPeoTs LDTHMIETTE. Cl&HT6iT6emMm
LOOLOMENTS QEn&Fml 2 (HUTHGUSDEG HGHS SHONITE GMS GH6V ESHEHLD FhISGHTED LSS EHLD
SNBH®HGT GCd @&l  WAPFHuNeT GOUILTES LWeaTURSHSH UTLDHSHETT  6T6TLS)
LeVsaTTHM&)l.

Wig.e6m]

QersGpelled QFTLRISW UGTLTHRSET QUNLPODMEMET AGMS GOSN [ RGNS
STELLRAMG  STORGET SLhGID GCeouemmeinr  QHMAEODL QFULISQUTSEHD 2 6MBTL(h  ellpm
BeOL QUMIQIGID UMemauGemeT UfLGQIMSUID @QTmID q&FFRIGNTS BTD LWTURSSHUID Heor
QzieNg& D QUBECHTD 6laTUmS S (hengullsst eumuileonds oM (PKREME Caid Ceuermesor
SN HILLURISMET GG G60HSl6 eumuileonsd BHID MW (PlgHmE)
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