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The Silappathikaram, one of the Five Great Epics of Tamil literature, stands as a
timeless literary masterpiece that vividly reflects the social, cultural, and ethical life of
the Tamils over two thousand years ago. Revered as the epic that deeply touches the
human heart, it is far more than a narrative of the lives of Kannagi and Kovalan. The
work preserves invaluable records of the customs, moral values, natural environment,
wildlife, and cultural traditions of ancient Tamil society, making it an enduring source
for understanding the civilization of the Sangam age. A distinctive feature of the
Silappathikaram is the masterful use of similes, through which Ilango Adigal enriches
the narrative with vivid imagery and profound emotional expression. His comparisons
illuminate human experiences by drawing meaningful parallels with nature, animals,
everyday life, and cultural practices. These similes not only enhance the poetic beauty
of the epic but also strengthen characterization, intensify emotional impact, and
communicate philosophical and ethical ideas with remarkable clarity. The literary
craftsmanship displayed in these figurative expressions reflects Ilango Adigal's
exceptional imagination and command of classical Tamil poetics. This article examines
the aesthetic qualities and literary functions of similes employed in the
Silappathikaram. It analyzes how Ilango Adigal uses figurative language to enrich the
narrative, convey cultural values, and deepen the emotional and artistic appeal of the
epic. The study demonstrates that the similes of the Silappathikaram are integral to its
literary excellence and remain enduring examples of the richness and sophistication of
Classical Tamil literary artistry.

Keywords: Tamil poetics, Silappathikaram, Five Great Epics, Classical Tamil literary
artistry

(LP6IT )| 6D

FEmUIgD e &Mevd ST  aumpelwmend Qgetangageilleursll UL  1Ng 5815
STLELD  STeusHSeIenTg  SUUSSTID HGW. Q&M  CHEHENFWETEBD  FLLILKSTILD  6T601L
Gummiu@n @sesTiNwin Qeumid &M EFTeLQID SHaNWTE L (RGN USSHTL  &FeLp&S Sl
ueiLT(®, SIMW, GuiIMend WHMID aNehHERSECH GMSSH PLPT6T LSHauGHenaTu|d Q&M (HeTens).
QeMhICEHTAI ST  FhFHleTer LLGCaIM 2 alemin&em eflg  eumpelwiGeon®@ QuT@SSHL  umjLLSled
SNEGEHEpHSHI QUGB UG 2 6uE Sleuauamsuiicd QeammGsaralg&ssm HeolufHamssHed LeLGeum)
2_60)6U6DILD [HULITRI&60)61TE LuledTLI(h & Sl etermiy .8\& o6 SLIMLHGI QeuafsGsmemieuGs
@&sL_(Hemnyullest GCHTHSHLOMGLD.
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2_6U6emLO UI6HT6U6M & & 61T

@@ ur@mer @Qeterm@  QUTBCHT(H GUSHSTYIWD, CSHTLHOMEID, LUWIETTEID 6258
ABUUCH 2 6u6mLDd (TTUSTGLD. QHTOSMLLTWIIF, 2 6UHLOUTET 6UMSBHENITS,

‘616060 LIUL6TT QDU 2 (I 6T63TM HT6TGCS
aUms QUM euhG 2 eUng CHTHMLD” (Q&TEL.QUIT(HeTH.2_66mLD. 1)

¢Teorm 2 euembuTIedled aMNeaTGGHTMMY. SH6T SlgLLEMLUNGD LSTTE ST _GHHeL 6D
2 _6UMLDGEDETL UMM SMesorGUITLD.

allenen 2 6uemLD
@@ QFWemew WOHOMMTIE CQFLNIGEG 2 oSS Gamials aNeneT 2 almLOUITEGLD.

srelfl BrLer & GCumed, Qumssr CHTLG

G sueohSfGe0msdr (FleVLDL. LS LOMIGEN. 1:56)

o Whg Qumstr  G@hoemeoullement  @GMUIMTETSH  IVDAIIBD  QFWweorearg, GCEmp6T)
SLENENEFFSHSID QFWOLED FHetemCun® UL (RS Famliubeausmed @gailame 2 alemwmuinmi.
@& emé,

“WET SLEL EMeVD (LP(LPEUGID elehiGLD

5] @BREG QEHS ST Gumev” (FlLLDL.LSIT.LOMIGEN.3:30-31)

Gamalevest, SHeiemid &l QB aTn CEFIHSHBHS ST_Huimerd EmuimIb ShisEhwn
SID (6T RBMICSH Falg QHEGD allemerenwl GOILILSTL Q&ald allene 2 almd HGL. Gy,

‘S61 2.6 HORGWD SPHJ GCume” (Hleoiby.Lsmy. QbS] .19:234)

Gameueusmenill NG HUWIsHeL SaneSHuedr  S(HRSGEIEYLD, CoTeuvemens GCaihs
SAEMHSHHSHTEL TGN QFmIGEIEILD BMIHSTSH Heombs CCouNBeEGL &L (b aNDHEH Cs6d

Qemflw pERIGL &WPET WweofsGam® Sleujser @euflear Sauseld @hg eUmEETD Seusul
Qg Herm efeneremil UL G famieisearmed @& ellsner 2 almuiled enLDbHSI6T6NG].

wrganuiler oL 60 (Lhlesteored WHMID eNeLEOET GeusLd)

wrgel HELCUTEH SeUTH &, &HTEL MEFQIGET WMHMID 2L 60 6UMETE|SHET 6166
Ceusons Qmhae ceiilmg alaiss QemhCHTalg ST allenem 2 ULl LiwleTU(hSSHHMmMI.

"eNeowingl 6TMhG SeMeIGLITEV..." (FVLDLI.L&ITI.21:17)

alleLedeON(BH& LMLULLL SIDL sTeuelene] Geusmseln GeLeOWnrsealld Qeussms ChrseHs
QaeLeIGLom, SiGIGUTEL WTHONUNET QYL 6L 2 MILLGHET (60, HT6L) (PHHenrHenenll NqsHg QUInISeo.
AQRICEH N6t 'QuISsSLD LTGHONUNT YL VISHEG N6 2 QUMLDUITEDE).

GCamalevent LfbHCUTE) & evoreoordluile [hlemev

Gameuestt  NHABGHS &HTLSHHC  &HOoIewIE  H6oT P&  CUEITDED  Q(HHEHMSHE
QemeLILDCUTG 62(h eNenstTenis Q&Ma® eleTéGSHm:

"umened BRIGW UMPLOenssT CUTTDMET (Sl6VLDL].LSITT.112:17)

@B oliged GuUIGHE W&SET LTemey CuTsTmEUTSHeT) Sihg el oG QeuefGuimiw
m@ g efp slugl QuTOaNNhE UMD OLDHEH HLEGCWLT, HHCUTS Cameuevsd

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 373-378 | 374
IOR
QKESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 S. Uma Maheswari & A. BharathiRani/ 2026

NfheSTeL SermemEuNest 2 L0 QuUTIPHEHSH. Gul@Gly P& QFwe QmCs 2 aImLDITSS
FaMLULL (H6iTeng).

umesorig.wieofledr 2 ufy LNfgev

QUNEGM]  STMBHUNCL SewulouHlulest  Heolbl 2 ciienemW  QUIINGSHEL 65T,  LITEGTIG LI
LD6OTETT60  G60T Geuemm 2wl 2 uNj BSEHADTET. HHH &HONSHMS (6 HHaNUNGT eNm6THS
UINGED:

"SMPHS GOLUWIET ST C&FHRIGCHTeV6sT

QUTETAFII Q&TELEVEN &6ITGFTEL CaHLL

wIrGeuTm oiJ&6dT? WITGETT GH61T6L60T! 6T60T

QUGQeuT® eumgq WIS eilph&eser (Fl6VLDL.LOGIEN.117:11)

QERICHTEL CUMETHSHMGS SHEUIL. LITEHUNQ.UIET, HIOTEHCHTeOT (HIMa) (DT H(HMRE €(h LSHLD
gmieemgll Gumend &6t 2. ullj MHenew sHomM eN(PHSTET. SIg (LpeTefledr 'Fmie| LoeTesT6sfl6or
llp&f&HEG eMenesT 2 aImWITHMDS).

LILIGHT 2_6U6mLD
JCHEMID €60TMITEL 2_GHUIL_MGLD LIUIeneT HEAMT(H LIS 2 0UMIITSES FamIeUSTGLD.
‘B BT Ceued 2 &MG Si6uett HeMGUTeL
Coed Hl6oTM) HM6dT &JSHHELM6HT (FIGVLDLI.LISITIT.LDIMIGE.89)

Gamp esTenTenNesT  Si(Hemernl QUMIKTMSH6euTTL  JOUBHTD Lulemesttl GUTETM  &HL60M6L
SUULL 2 60&OME Benreanhs HmSHUNDIUID  UTNMUSGHTMD  DMLOUNCITS  LILIENETS
GMIILFH6TL @& LILIEHT 2 660D @G LD.

“‘9IG) S6oT6vTleL LOMSHEUT6HT H&HI] 6N LOMBHTUIS 60T
G606 Q&ML (HlVLDL.LSITIT.LOMIGENT.3:23-24)

QUTETHSl60T  QBHMEMLLILILIET DML, G emeoTll CuTeTm) LOMHTUISEN6HT  UETIEMID  CSTevor_
QaremL g HeoTenouNest LILIsned FamieudlerTed Q& laDd LILIET 2 66mLOUITEGLD.

QLOUI 2_6U6mLD

QMg algelld ETHIMID  FaMELMD. 6ITMIET  alqeIGMS  LMHEAMTEINET  6llq60SSIHSG
2_QIEMLDILINGS FaMIUSTGSLD.

‘MG HLMIG6N OGN CoHmeuld GUImeL euestLiL eTuI&)” (HleoLdL]. ST STearev 6Nl . 1:2)

61601 &MereL  euFllLMLL&Gemen  CaHmeuevamIDd, IFNDUTHLD — CUTE,  TGHEINWITETEET
B @G wWmpmen g epliLened QFUIIILLL.  OISeMsT CHTLSHMSUIMLII JPMSWILD, LSS,
GCan®, gemh, B CUTETD QGISMSIID FameUGH6TTeL QHICLOUI 2 QIEHLOUITEGLD.

“@Q@ QuBCuHST (WenesTuiL b Gume” (HleodL. ST Qb &NT.4:60)

auflengwns  euejhs — Camemev LOJRIGEN6ETS  GIISHeTHS  Qamen®  SLLOULL
SenLGemenjenL D, @Qren®  QubCeuhsiseilsst  GUT  (PMETHEHHGSWL, @emL Ll [Heod
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Gumesiml  SHIUMIN&GSSTES  WHALJULTSSUPD, UL TUUrSESpL  aahGHaIm  allgausHmssd
FamIUFTL Q&emer GIDUI 2 QIEMLD 6TEITEVITLD.

2_(1H2-6U6MLD

Qamenr Hm 2 6alemd 6T6TMILD FaMeVMD. (h QUT(hafeT HMHms WMEMTIR CILIT(HEhL 65T
2_UMILITGESHS FamieusH 2 (h 2 EUMHLDWITGLD.

‘CEMRIEG 260 FMTF CFeerll Gl Qeucu@Genl. GUTsTm @6l

SIS 260 SH6IM&FHeVT6aT60T (Hl6VLDLY.LYSITI].LOMRIGENT. 1:23)

GCempamiemLul  GemLmeg  Cecsiend Bmsmssd QeTELg. AHCUTLCH  @6l6|eams
GaMjESwemLIE QFLWDSMSEHLD  Qeuciend  HnupenLwg 661 BM&Gems  eLiLemLLbG S Ss%
FamIQUFTeL Q& 2 (h 2 UMDIITGLD.

‘QUTRIBLA ghemevll Lamsm(Rd UNhH

LORIGEL QUTenTH G Lemeoullest CHMETMID”  (FleOLDL.LSTY.HT(H.9:151-152)

&6 b ST, CHTEUCVET, HEuIewId &I CLPIBID WG] WMHSEHHEG CFLMID aIhHluTed
2 6MaT LD 2aJHE@PLD, SN6ULTHEFEG QevLLUULL BIREEHL, QUIRIE R&HeTn  &(HLUOUTE6VLI
Lem&uleormed  eumenTbUN&SL  QuOM @@L CshiGT  SalhHBEGWD  CUBHLOme0UTem60T
GumeTmieMensMGD. @eueumom  &&Hlw  CesHmal  Cumeatm U QLRG0  2aj&emsg)
SHEDHBMPEML I LDEMELSEHL 6T 2L (Hd Famieudlesimed @& Hm 2 eauemd SuNmHm.

wrganuiler oL 60 (Lhlesteored WHMID eNeLEOET GeusLd)

wrgel HELCUTEH UG &, &HTEL IMEFQIHET WMMID 2L 60 6UMETE|GHET 6166
Ceuslons Qmhae cl6iilme alanés QemhGCaHTalg ST allenem 2 aUsmDenILl LweTU(h&SHEHmTI.

"eNleowing| eTMhG SemeIGLITeV..." (FIVLDL.L&ITI.21:17)

aNleLedOI(BH& LMULLL SIDL sTeualaTe] Cousnmse|n GeLeOWnsalld @e&sams ChrsHs
QFeLeIGLom, SGIGUTEL WTHONUNET QYL 6L 2 MILLSHET (60, HM6D) (PHHenrsHenenll Nq&Hg Quimi&leor.
QRICEH bNeT 'QuISSLD LTGHONUNHT YL WISHEG 2 UmILTHADNS AMUI(LPIGHETME).

GCamalevent LfbHCUTE) & evoreoordluile [hlemev

Gameueustt  NHAMHS &HTLSHHCD &Hoiewd  H6oT  SPeM&LI  GCUEITDED  Q(HHEHMSHEF
QemeLeILDCUITE 62(h eNenstTenis QsMa( eIeTé @GS MmI:

"umened BRIGW UmpLenssr GUITeTMITET

@G allged GUIGHE W&ESET LTme GCuTsaTmeUTSsT) HHG el el G QeueNCuwimw
m@. ohg aip elugl QuTOaNNhG UMD OLbHSH HL&EGGCLT, HHCUTE CaTee6d
NfheSTeL sevnemEuest 2 Led QuTaNPHEHSH. GulGly PR QFwe QmCs 2 aImLDUITSS
Fa UL (HerTeng).

LT GHeluiledr ML 6TSHH6L 2 616HLDS 6T

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 373-378 | 376
IOR
QKESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 3 Year 2026 S. Uma Maheswari & A. BharathiRani/ 2026

wrgell Siph&ed gM < HWLCUTE, SEUERMLII SMmF6USHET LDg eNlenfalTsead [IL LTS
Qmhser. Qaemenr aletss QenmGaTealg &t hlsmblefl WOMID "aNed” CUTETD 2 6UmLDSEMeL
LWeTUGSSHISDTT. Q& enerT,

"LAl6T QML UBHSHLD efemenT HLO6V...

QUITEST QU6M OMTLINEHT LI6M6T LL630T LOMJLIEH..." (HleoldL. LS. QbS] .27 :232)

wrgeNuier Qededlit QenL, enshs HELLCUTE stTarameols CUTeLs CHTEOTNUISTE 6]
QUTEINSEHDTeNG MILI(LPIG H6TTMS).

wrgelluiler Lfley &evorerduilent C&ITev(LpLD

Gameuestt  LNAHSBHSCUTH,  SevvleudHuesr  Hemeo  eTeueumm  QBHSSH  6TTLSHES
QeahmGaTaIq &6 INGFHDHS 2 QIMLDMIIS FomISMM:

2 BOSL Q&bBIT 2 mm ChMU SiéELD

SI(BLO(BHGI IETTEUTEN..." (FI6VLDLI.LDGI6M].27:199)

SEUUIETIS  H6OT  HEEUMIGSG QOWESUIULL  FHOLUGMSL CUTES QIbhS (BB HSI"
Gumetmeet 6TeTLg QMG 2 6uemid. GEID, SiadeT C&HSL (SIVRISTID) @6eLeLMDL Q(BHSHMS,
"ULLD @eveurs epallwid' GumsTmI, "spell @LpHS Hevey GuTETMILD QeThICHTalIG&6T UN(HHMNS S
STEWI(LPIq. ST ).

wgemyuiler sifle] (QABBLIL 2 6u6mLD)
GOy el Curgl, SHhgS Sullstt FHMHMHEF QAFTELILLELITS),
"(LPEM6IT (P&HSHG| 615D GUITeL..." (F6VLDLI.LDSI6MI].33:87)

CuMTsSHaHSHleL LMmGBeUMT SINGGLD Fafeniowimer eumemer Gumev, SeworesuHulesr Feord
Gl SINGGL CQBIGLUTS IMHIWLIG 6160 2 ILbSSH M.

LOGImT eTflud STL&
Wgleny stflwd Cungl HheS & ugal CaussHms FamIbCUTS QeMmICHTEI &6,
"(LPem6TT (&GS 616D GUIMeV..." (HGVLDL|.LDGI6MIT.12:15)
CUMTESMGHL  FaenldUITesT Caled SI6LEVG 6UTET Len&HeUJ&HeilehT Fal L HEHM@G6T 6TLiLig LI

LHGHGH SNSGEON, GCUTS &etuiemnid gl & waiemnrmil SifSsHS. Couedler ea(h(heucd’ Fuledr
LUTQIISHE 2 6UemDLITEME).

(WPI3.6)60]

@@ CUIEISHEG VOMISTTLD TeledaTe] HMLLMLUIGCHT Sisalare] SULMLIG CFUIL|EH&HS
2 alemd. HPUUTS WM. QFjeT oLy QuMmIsHS Qhs Ul CHTHEGUPMMD HSHD
LweTU(RHMEI. Heodl, HLODHET HeNCLHERCFLQID, CHERENE JHETEHLD FHEMEUUDL UG QeleuTmTs
SMGEMICII  SFHENEUW|NLUIG| 6TOIDTL  HHCEITH  HDEMUBEHGLD  cTaNGled LFlud  euesoresnn(LHLD,
QevsHE Gemeau a1 (BID YJuUSGHIL ID QeahGCaTalg&eT LLGam QL hsaflsd aumpaluGsor(
2_EUEMLDGEN6NS LILIGHTLI(H S S| eTTenTi].
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