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Rajam Krishnan: Feminist Realist
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Feminist thought in Tamil literature has evolved through various stages. Initially

Received: 05-12-2025 manifesting indirectly, these voices later came to directly challenge established

Revised: 17-02-2026 structures of social power. Along this trajectory of development, the works of Rajam
Accepted: 01-03-2026 Krishnan serve as a confluence where the tradition of realism and the feminist
Published: 17-03-2026 approach intersect. Rajam Krishnan does not portray women merely as symbols of
heroism or archetypes of self-sacrifice; rather, she depicts them as human beings

m navigating lives circumscribed by socio-economic and gender-based constraints. On this
basis, it is analytically justifiable to characterize her as a "Feminist Realist." Feminist

Check for Realism is an ideological construct that synthesizes the realist tradition—which reflects
updates social realities—with a feminist perspective that critiques gendered power structures.

Within this framework, the female body is perceived as a socio-political site; the family
functions as a locus of power; and labor and education serve to define a woman's status.
The objective of this study is to identify the elements of feminist realism evident in
Rajam Krishnan's oeuvre, to analyze the socio-psychological constitution of her female
characters, and to establish her unique standing within the history of Tamil feminist
literature.

Keywords: Feminist Realism in Literature, Rajam Krishnan, Criticisms and Responses.

(LTI

WHTISHSHUTHD “QUMDEHMS 6TULIQGWIT HULIGUr @eusSiugHed GeueNiuL Geueu(BLd 6T6TM
Coreemss QaMlgl. CLmssSHI QeusHsEHed &Feps LMMHDOMISELL 6T CHTsMIL @hsHl CUTEHES,
@iHumaled &seps FIHHSS QUSSRIGEHL 6T Qencwihg eUahsg. SO QesHusHed @&
G@huD, &rd, afsEHD, uTedlerd SPHW emLLGameT eilnjFear ChTHHD @G JUTS
2 (HhQeUBSHFHGH. QueTIEINL @eVSAIID CUTI isBILIURIGMET HWLILGSHAME. FLL 2 [lenLDgeT,
2 L 60 SIJFILICL, LIPS Sl6nL IIMaThIGHET GUITETD &L L MhiGeriler euNuImg CQLIGTeTNLID eIerjhSIeTens).
QhHWE GLpedled Q& &FMH, aIfSHSHD, CQUTHMTSTID PAQUDMIL 60T Qenewihs Fepsd QNLDIFETLOTES
SIMLEMG|. QueTTTETNL WHTTSSHEUTHHEHEL CLITIT SHSGHIE HeTEIONS S6L6V; EUMIPLD LOENSHWITS
§55M&6ULEHADT. aN(RHmen Hie] LILAWTS 6060; Cnglaums eNflarjears GeueliuGEmE).
SD Qe&AIISHD &sFHATEHDGL Thmsl sTOSH0 Qbs AMIGWDD CHafleumLbssl. S
LOJLN6L NIYLD H(He6sorsdT (PLSHW @L LD CQumme].

QUMLPSHMS LOMMILD FCPHEF Filp6D
IR HHegewiet 6w Smeowb, umpbuflul WHUESEHD Bale WIMHDHhSEHL GCrdHul
LIHMS STeVWLTSE QBhGSH. CUEISET &evall WMMID GCealsmey GUMLILILSET epeud Gelell 2 eu&HleL

BOWHSTOID, GGU  SLEUUTRSET B dser Qb WPIGIUTESET  SUTs  6T(LPSHSHISH6M6
Qaefleursll KNyHuedidHemmest. oieuj BESHST fSSHD, Hrmolymbd, QFmbleomeny QLTS 6Tt
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ueLGauml &epsd B EGEHME §55HSHHM]. QuETsmeT Gr WLIHFWNE ESHSIULL &SNS
Slbe;  ggiLel  CaMUTHSELLET  Falqll WWENGTHNTE  algalmGHST]. GHUDUD  eIfs)
SI(PSHSIHEMeL LMGHSMTIL SemOUUTE L (BLoeL6w; CQuettsmenn S RUUGSSHID SISSM] OLOWILDTSELD
QeweOLGHMG. Sleurg Quein UTHHTHRIGET LILSWITTFHTTS 6L6v; QGIeTs  alLpILILITe]
SlMLU|LD  efNgTsems 2 (HaunssuUGEHaimer. QG Seung (PSHSH6T BLOUSS SH6TEnLOEMIL
2 MIFILGSSIEDS

uemL L efleo QuesoTemfl WM SHSHeuUTHLD

Jrew  &(He96ieflstl LsnLLILS6T CILTISHemeT eaTmiTL s)Jerofﬂa'fr §58605CemEH  Gumym(BLd
LDGUﬂg;U&SGTTITH;& §55M&HTme. SeuTseT alfE HettenrmisGarT gle\m)gu (e LDWLIMeDT uevafeThi&GenT
36L6V;  LILEETT(LOLD cr;ﬂljuum Qenenhs LWeflg 2 (Heum&eT. @G@HWLUD Cuestsnler  &HhHEHTEHMG
QUMIWMIGGD SNMWLILTES CHTHTMIAMEI. HEUTEI6H, OJL, &P eTHTUMTLL Sp&Hilened QLIcTITEus 60T
2 L 60 WmMih 2 empleml sGUUGSS DT Qg S (RUUT(H ATTOTL QUMDEHMSUTN6GT CULHILITS
QuieourssluGHmG.  Quetmemilesr oL@  2empuy  WLWHIUHDSTHES SHSUUGUSH TS
61(pSBIGeMed WL Wam@ QeueNiu@EHmE. sevall 2 L g aHHmen 316L6v; eNPILILj6wTTE60T
QHTLEBD. Sleurg CUet LTHSHIRISGET Ceterd, bEIIY, Gaetall e(pULUSeL CUTETmD 2 6TLo6
HTLLSHaMN6T euflimg Qglaumer WMMHMGmE ChiTéESeTment.

Uil B CHTéHE

SlbenL  CUetTewNesT 26T 2 60&D  WOMID  Wehenevdenar  enIWILLIGSSHeTeL, [IQLD
S(HeQEmIesT &eLps emIDLILGemen (PesTeNMISHHDOM]. HeusmsHlullett Hmgseiled STl FLOIE
BLOLNGENS, TTRYL & ([HELwIsT6T &HngaHealled GmmelTs 2 6Teng. eUTFhS BSIULM Helso CLemgenern
8§58 STeyLD, JTELD &\(I, 6106001 60T &nmoLym LOMHMILD Qg miplevrmeriy QLGS M ETULD
eOWLLGSSHIE DI
TGl HeNHglauld:
Cam_um_enL el SIWILIQIGNS (LP6sT6oNMISH SISH6L
Gameagmm Gt SIF&LIe0
FCLPS SlIg5HGH6T QILDIF6ILD
Quogleument WIMHM HLOLNGMS

Qgevimed sieuj QGefleumen CueGeNWL WSTTSHSHUTHIITSES SHHDAMMI.

DT FETMHIS(EHLD 6T H)iJ 62116516071 & (615 LD

Slrg UL LYSET  “BONGMSWOM  WSTIHSHD”  eTeor  QNDFASSIULL6o1.  Heoly
QeveflliuemLwimesr  Quetoteld  EFeysenT  QELEVTHMS GEODWITES S (HH6I). S, 60TT6L
WSMSHUTHHSHeT CHTEHESD  Fepsd  etUUQCWT UG &TE(HaICsH PG, ursH Heol
6TEMNEMLOUITEING] 6T6TM QILDTFET(LOLD (LP6ITEMEUSSBLILLL FI. 68160 Qb 6TerlemdGI FeLpG 2 63uT6nLoLI
udlemer  UILILGESHSMG. NDIFATRISHT @QMBSCUTHQID, eUTH  6T(PSBHIFBET  ClLisTonevsii
WSTISHSUTHSHH6T eUEOGOLOWITE 6T(HSHBHISHTL(HEHTEHS SlHLNE 66,

SLOIp Cuesoreseill @ev&&HlwGHHlev prRd H(heigeureaflesr GLLb
SO  ClLieToTeuwTLL @G\)a,aﬂu_lm ;555 &;m@anLg;ﬂﬁﬁ]@[ﬁgﬂ Quegor SIIUS ML

(PSHSTE auahsgl. Qhs LIHME SLLGHHOD JIYL  HHeQus (PSS URG UHGHST].
QueTITem6TT HENHLITS UL (HLO6V6D; FCLPS HenLoLILSaflst snwuwlsHed HMGLD WweNHWITs HSHSHSST].

QS epeuLd GG €TSS FEPS SplIe) FMHEDS HETHSS!
SieenT],
o QuettrenNl SITEILIENEL &FCLPG WISTTHSHSHGIL 6T @60 6T01S & 6]
o QUIETIT SIEILIQUMKIGENET YEUGIILONG LDTHMILIEU]
«  Gamagpm WHMISSITE
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6160 DL WIMEMRISANGT &LD  eUEMIWMISSELMD. @6ITmMI  FLOE0QID  N6UTH  6T(PSSISET
QUTBSS (WL Weney. G@HUD, umedsot HHSTIL  Gumstim LTEHemenseT FligsGLd Hemeoued,
QTG UL LIS QST (B &Fed NDjFahsaTes SHaLpEleTment.

I

Qg gulle] JIKL H@HEQEUUEN6T 6 LGN WSTIHSHUTS” eTeor CHTLUT(H LOHMILD
Fens  slglusmLuNed  HmefHmg. Sieujgd UL Lyser  QuUETilLGmg CaHTaQLDNE  3I606V;
eumpeiied SisyiLeumiGesir eupwing CeueMiu®G S &eTmen. G@GLUD, HHLO6ID, Hrlend GUTsTD
SIEDLOLILG6IT CILIGTuT6N6sT QUTLDSHMSHUND HHSTT S L enLILSTHS QFUIOLGEGTMET 6T60TLIMS 6]
HEISSOMSL ugle] QFLEDT]. &eval, 2 empliy, NPT W&o 2 L 6mg STeUTs eL6V;
Qugleures WLIHMSSHT &HaNseTs: H&HSHE&LULG AT, @elalsmnsuiled, JrR &H(heageus HLOLD
Quesmmentl  QeL&HEHWSHCL Feps  WHTIHSHHMG QUG THWIL 6T  Qenemiss (PSS
WICaMauIngS SHSNAMM]. SeUTH 6T(PSHSHIHET QABTLFESWMeT yule] WOHMID WMIEITALLSSGHIW
FCLPS I, EUMURIGETE [Hl6M6LS S (h &S 60TM6DT.
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