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Social Thoughts in Rajam Krishnan’s Novel Setril Manithargal
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*Corresponding Author: ABSTRACT
suganthi1977222@gmail.com Rajam Krishnan stands as a pioneering writer in modern Tamil literature, known for
documenting social reality through rigorous field research. Her novel Setril Manithargal
Received: 09-12-2025 (People in the Mud) vividly portrays the lives of agricultural labourers in the muddy
Revised: 17-02-2026 fields of the Thanjavur district, exposing the oppression, economic exploitation, and
gﬁ%ﬁﬂt}le:&-ofé?oizzo()zzz social injustices faced by marginalized communities and women under a feudal social
' structure. Through the character of Dr. Viswanathan, the narrative articulates a political
) awakening that challenges the enslaved mindset of the working class, emphasizing
m education, self-respect, and class consciousness as tools of liberation. The novel
foregrounds feminist resistance through characters such as Gandhi, Lakshmi, and
Check for Panchami, highlighting women'’s role in social struggle. Set against the conflict between
updates tradition and modernity, the text underscores the courage and hope of the new

generation, ultimately advocating the uprising of the oppressed and the urgent need for
social transformation grounded in humanistic communist ideals.

Keywords: Setril Manithargal, Social Thoughts, Feudalism, Class Consciousness,
Feminism, Communism.

(LP6IT )| 6D

Qg Hmegaueilst CEMHMIEL LOENGTSHET BHTae, HEhend WMl L e CFmmibleomiseaned
2 MGG Geauermein QGMHleomanjsHailest eumpeillenevd &em Yule| gLl uiled FHHCHULDTHS
§55ME6GD (PEHAIE &Cp& BHTUMES SHHLDEME. ST JMILOIRISMETUD QU1 LIMTeNeUHIILLD
QenaEusH Gl LDLLILSHEDET 2 (HeUTHSHI  (LP6erGenmig&ailed Q@Umgd  SH(hegemien GMILULIL §§&86I).
@bpreusd, HeolNTUSHIO &Feps ML ESHSUULL &SN CUIITLL RS, &epsd b,
GUEIL 6D, SHOASHTTET  rflwed  effilyemye] LOHMID  Cueomsil  61(PEH  YpHweumenm
PGRAmHS urjmeuuiled QeuaNiu@GsSHAMG. GOILUUTS, SbweNFs HhHemerder Hmbl
o_mPLILITET]  &FeN&ESHL gNHUGSHW  alpiLmIfamealu|ld WIHORIGETD Q&S (Heng QU6
QewISHME).
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FP&HF Gyl6L

GCemmMled 6NGTSHET BHTEUIL QUMIILMNIGSHLILGID FePHF &LO6L, SHEMOWITET FTH-QINGHS
gOmSSTDeysemed Bbilujerengl. Spgndulery Ged FrHuNemed SigemUUGSSUUL G eumpD
ooy QeuefiluemLwimsl  uHeurdmg.  2mPUUsSGHwW  §aedl  LMISSLIUGUGID,  Chy
ausnywenmuleii  H& CoID Geusmev euMmsLLGUGID, GCeusmev QL GH6L wWwefg LHWITDS
LMIGSLIUGUGID (spule], BiOFe], GQeummlieney Gumrhded Gumsiim @uicoumer QFULILSHEHHCEH oL~
L.35) &end SibHuler 2 F&0Ms §55HSSILGEMS).

Cgd, ID&F FLMKIGSHET 61601N QUIIFL STPSHFHUILLL OSSN (Gl nEFSHMENS SOl
QUDHLMISGILD HEDIL_ (LD6DMG61T, SIEUTEHEM6NG HRIGLOL LOMHMEUTEHETTEGLD QTR L& 6N
QeueMuL(h & &S esTm60T.

SEWMHSGEHD Coucherdul Q&gFepssHev Cluamser @QLhleunsl UTF&ESLILGSEeTD6T]. GSMILILTS,
uMIEmLOUNEd euMPLd CQUTIISE@LD STPSHFLILLL  FpadHmss Gejhg CusiusEpd Gedgrdluneurle
SMESHEHG QeOTIITSSLILRUS, UHUTRIGLD Wethleneouilem (b &@HNITSL LITEOILIED 66T(LH6mM
vweruhesLULReUS CUTTMEmeU FepsE et QHTET (PHHME CeueMN&ClsTesu)&6ommenr.

@eucumomerr &4, IfES, 10  WLOMID  UTEOl6H g LILIENLUNELTET  HIJEHUIL_ 6L (EMHLD
RESGWMMEEHD, B 2 mLmUTIISE@HGD  CFOHMIMLMSHAND 2 MPEGLD &HSHEHHEGLD
@eoLueomsst HHHMTE &eu eTeleuene] SHEenOWITS Bmeuiul’ B, Feps BHenw BIHSILTESLD
SlMLILTSESE QFWeLLI(BEME! 6T6iTLIENSG BTeUL CGelNeurs 1(hSHHMIESMG).

ATHWeL allpliyewrgey: LT&SLY eil&eummgeier LG

LI&L) eN&eaubTse, W@heHGHe CFmelemils HTeog &eps LMMMESHET HTEHWID &(@HaNTs
Breuedled 2 (HeusLlUuRSHSLUUGEHDT]. ST &ULENFS QEBTHTDEHMETUD G HTEHHHENG WD
SLP&SHEIIL UMM 6UMSLILI(H S G 6VILD

LOGNGTUILLTEID &H6vHG CLITGI6| ML DD

Lr&Lflerr Sbulefgd Qeumib gLBE &IHSMLU  SI6L6L. 2 MPSGGD W&ESHME LTHSHSGLD
CrmisE@ps@ HBUGET L (HLO6L6L; LUF, QIMImLD, &L 60 GUTEIMD &eN&Hs STHEMGELHLD Silq LIl
(T60TLIENS Sl6U QYLOONS 2 euihgHed]. Q& emend GFweour(haeiled QauafluGHSID elmsuiled, 6emLp
W&HSANLGBHS  Ud  QUDMTDEL  W@GHHHe  Coameu  QELg,  FHrg  CSTeTmSemIL
uTLpeNLIELTSHGEH M.

“‘Ghmenwl LR GlUGSHGHeus CUTHTE; SihHE CHITL 2 (HeUTHs SMEuIDmer HbHuImeo
Feps siemlemuGul wmmm Geusn(Rd” (U.42) 6T60TH 2 MIGUITET FPSHL LMTEDEIDUIS C&T6UIIL TS
L& euenymisaLiuh&mii.

ay5s aflplliLeorjey

LmLpWl HmeO(enm WeNGTSHaflL b, "@F 6ThiGeT ol 616N 6T6UGIILD PLOOTS @QHSHMSI.
LM&EL] SibhG 6TEIenisheansd 2 L SHAMM]. "2 MpSAM 2 MGEh&HE 65601 2 631601 2 wI6ileL6men?” (LI.45)
616010 ST CaHeel, &S WeTHled aufsHse aMNLLeuTamel ol EHHMG. SliqeNDGHS6TLD 6T6TLIS)
sLaeT QETHHHH SV, G HeoUNTUSHIQ SEMDLILTD 2 (HeUTEHSLULLL G 6T6TLmSL Ll
EUGHDM].  UigLILSHIGET, FRhISHIGET EDOLILGET CLPEVD 2 MPEHGLD &S  66TMISITL Ig
SITAWL-QUTHEMTHTT DD CUATTESMITI.
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&Sevall LMHMILD FWFWTms

gevel 6T6TLG QeumId Cousmevs&Ts L (KLY, Sigl @ WaNHMISGS STILEEH LevdHemgu]b,
601 2 Flemenils CoHL G lNFFMELUID SH@HLD 6T6oM) LTS eN&FeUBTSH6 HLOLUSDM]. &HeLeNuTes
muemud Hmaleepal], ‘Colged a(PFQFaID SOl CQUITGHAINEG LOML V6 LOMHEDM WIEHEL (GMET
400) 6T60TM| QUENLIMISHIAMTY. 6T60ICEI, 6001, QLT SMETTUHSGWD Hevall Caleui(Hd. HeLall HMHMMEL
WG ST 2 W6y HenLSGLD.

gepsU Gumymefl: FWUPSHLD

SaNbGlenm FO(PSLD, gmDGHHaHms 6HisG alfllyeufe] QUDDEITTEED &6
UL Sliqud hGud CuTGID eTamID, HHEHS HMEV(NMM Sl eMDIITES @ (H&HEFaL TG 6T6TLISIVID
Qgeflleurs Q@HSADMY. Hevell 5% BONGOSEASTENH  H6oT  eumpeaNled UL SIETLRISET  &63T
Neemas@p &GS QBHML[& Fal MG 6160TLUSDSNS, UMIEHIOUTNEVID SUTHEMETL Lilg &S 6neUSHMITI).

FOUPSHID H6oT DGHemern ereuoiewnnl, ‘GFOHMIL 2 1peoim BTOM BHWD NeTLSSHL @66 (b
SIS DL GUTHMITET (LL.9) 6T6IM)| &6T6) SMEGUHMMY. UiglusDd, efeugmuid Qgmpleomerny
§hs Qaweounh&ened FHUL(B QenaTEhiHemen HTHUIEL 2 60016 L 63T eUATTSSHMITI.

Quevorserfledr Hlemev

uwedled Geusmev Q&L QuetTGener HeLLINTLSSET CHIIGUITSHE  SiT6UoIlq 60TTTSH6IT. 46016V,
RUUSGL LIgHS SMHEMIL SihG QL 6U6T BISHSMET (PemmUNed JMHMIEMTET. (LP6ITGEIMS
SllaSHGD  6(p  ClUeENeT  SHevTemedll LITU(BR S HSCETEIE,  Sledemer 2aemiealll_ G LS SHI&F
Qaetm, QMISUNeL SieueneTd GaNssHaN(heudl 6T60TLSH 2 L 60 FHIUIMET QUT(DOHMEDII L& C&HMiqul
2 66D 6U63T(LD M.

sMhH&, ‘ol enL NG ubHHSHS &Hlwmer UTLLD &SSHSHL_GL 6T (L.150) 6T6IM)| LIGOLDLSMITET.
Qg 2 aeluied auaT(PemmUIGT WpHmG CalaUiLGHHSHMG. HLNGETHES CF6aTH QL HHOL &MhH
gLIHOLLGEDT6T. H0NCIW HUEpSHGSL QUTHILITS DTS

srhSullenr LMNOULLD LI&LFleT emgFlwi(pd

&MHE Geensn MO LOGHE SLUNGHS &HEhFD GCHlg LISLHILLD eubAMTE.
SIHIBMET  Sleeng eumpeNed e WSUQUIIW LMINDOL. LI&SLT, SMhHuller SFFSm L CUTEHE
ogflwsms oal KAMTY. LMSLY eN&FeupTgHer SMhHeowl UTHSSIULL  CQuettiesoms oL (HLD
LUTT&SMDED, Sledemen  e(p  Cumpmefwimsg  WLIHMISOT].  GUIHOUULL ST gOULL  S6ULDT6T
2_UIEFSMUIWID, HHOASTENEL 6TEIIGMBUID SeualLBBHE BHESHOM]. SUEhSSGL  LigLLLD
sl QH&EHME, 6eiGel, SueT WMHEGLD EhH eump GCeoustomqwifedenev 616im  FMIB&GS
OFHILGHmS HONSHDI]. FUPSHMUILD HEUMETSH MBI LMD, H6UeTH HDUTHMEL HUEFEHS 06
UG eumpemeald S 6T6tm BHLOLNGm&SemU 261" (REMITI).

Quevarseaflett GUTTS G 6wT(LLD LS HLOLNG 608 WLD

SMHHWD el &D Qenewihdh UEpFO 6T601m  QUETIIENMHSTSHL  CUTITGH6Tment). LIEhFLO
61601 @eLbQuewor, HleolNJLS G F&HS6TeL OGS Q&TEILLms (Pmmulled QamevevLILBGEMTET. Q&)
Qaumid  evllnellgd  QBMMEL  SI6L6L; 2 6MPHGD  &GSHET  FRIGET 2 [leDSESHTHELD,
SWLHWTmSSST&HD Heteusngd &l PSHTOOLHS PHES F6HGH6M, SiHG L&HSaTN6T L6

2 MGG GMVLILGNSHTE HHLPSHUI 62(h AFFMIHHED HL 6I&HEDS.
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L& LOMID &MhE, LTELY eN&ebneel Fadig GuTL "Fmenl LLpdsemms WL GE&
gmeusng all, 2 flenwemuwsd CaL(BU Curymed smeuGs GLoeL" (L1.110) 6T6TMILD,

‘Byugréasemen NG eemev Q&L
BT Benemismend SHULALIL ReWRISNTESTE]

gy Senwn @fle] QFUWLWD WLmWamLS Q&TEpSHCMD” (L.221) 66TMID LEHFOSSHTSLI
Gumyreugl, QuetTTswilLl 6T(EFHUTEHT 2 FFLOMGLD.

y&Hw Gemeo(emmuiledt HLOLIS &

FIOSD, YIDUSHD seargl GELUSH g pHESD EISHU @G ShogalNs
Fen&SHetT NTHHHWITS QHHST]. H6u1me0, Hreuedlsst @mIFHUNL FD(PSHLD HeoiG LeneuTadl, LOSerlesr
NeiTes1med  QFLELSH SUWIMIMEGLD SH(HEWILD, LIEDIPW Y6WTHES USMSTTHS 6T eflpFHemwibd L
g WHTTSSSS6H gHDSMSUD SMEHMSI.

LI&Ly 2’ iqul engflugsmed &ThH HOJHE HOUSILD, WLEEFESTEHED LEhEFHNSSHTSHLD
L& glemNhg SaHH0 QDRGIID FDWSSHDG @Ok UHW UMLLTE QHBEADS. QD]
SNl Slehd Qb LIIT&ESTISHMETLD SAHSTT QIfEESMSUID, FHeig GEUL GG 61hdHH
SWESUpLOTMN THJCSTeTUMSS Hewi(h leuf eNwihg BHS M.

FDUPHD H6oT emeriedl WOMID &afer Neserrmed GF6LeL (WOUBUFH, @ CHEHMLHS
Fepsd LS Hemeo(pemmuilest BLoNGem&enil Chres heJaISMETe SeTeions ennHme).

WIg.6m0

GCemmleL eSS BHTeUeL, LILPEMD-LGHIEnD CLomgedlest Neiresrennuiled 62(h&HSLILL L a)j&eeon
61(PEFH, eujsHs elfilieuoney, Quetewil 2 6unjey WOMID &cps LIMHMSHET AUAWISHMS CUVIOUTE
(WPETEDUSEDG. SMHE), oL &L GCUTETm UTHSTHIGET, QLIS THTCSTETEpLD S & € &H0SSHTmewT
Cumpn_Lgdlest LNyHHS&eTs HnHermer]. QbHIalcd SLODF Fepd BHTaIeL OFLHIEL FoLpsd TEILI6L-
QuettiewN eUTHLILSSHTEST (LPSHE LEUGTIDTES &(HSHSHSHSHEHHI.
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