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Sudhavenkat332@gmail.com The Rajam Krishnan’s novel Alaivai karaiyil is a social novel that portrays the social,
economic, and religious oppression faced by the Parathavar community living in the
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Revised: 30-02-2026 research, the novel vividly records the tragic condition of the Parathavar people by
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! blending historical realities with the complexities of everyday life.During the arrival of
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the Portuguese, the Parathavars embraced Christianity. However, even after
] conversion, there was no significant improvement in their livelihood. They were
m compelled to offer ‘shark fins’ (duvi) and certain portions of fish as tax to the Church.
For fishermen who depended on their daily catch for survival, this tax was a heavy
Check for burden. Incidents such as excommunication of those who refused to pay the tax reveal
updates the severity of religious authority.Through characters like Mariyan, Nazarene, and
4 Benjamin, the novel expresses social resistance and a spirit of protest. Their
questioning of the church tax becomes a voice for social justice. At the same time,
natural calamities such as storms and cyclones threaten the lives of the fishermen. Even
after surviving the dangers of the sea, they are forced to face economic exploitation on
shore, which intensifies their suffering. Furthermore, the introduction of mechanized
boats by the government deprives traditional catamaran fishermen of their livelihood.
The novel highlights how technological advancement can also adversely affect poor and
marginalized communities. Overall, Alaivaykkaraiyil stands as a powerful social
document that deeply portrays the poverty, religious oppression, natural hardships,
and economic exploitation of the Parathavar people. It is an important literary work
that sensitively depicts the conflict between individuals and social structures.

Keywords: Poverty of the Parathavar people, Fishermen Community, Religious
oppression, Natural challenges, Economic exploitation
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pds QuetH eT(pSBTenymesT QUmRLd Hl([HEQETI6H, @@ BHIeUed 61(LPSHGeUT(HEIL6ENDL  Si6u]
CoHIH0SHHHSRHMEIIL 2 6T SHSSHHIL 60T QHTLJLEML U 26T(HSHGL LILIWILD QFUIG, HS LDSEEHL 65T
QUMDHEl, SeTUUEILTHM 61(PSHEHFalqul (LPGHEL QUGG 61(pSSTeT] eTerin QAUHMLEGFIWeu]. 1965-66
BMVELLGHOL GNHgsGly 2. 6mell L. sLCMIL UGHHeiled eumpd seuyaerilest  eumpeilien,
Sleuggafes GUIPTLLRIGET LOMHMID SOMESFMTHMS OLWILDTSES QST 6T(PSULLL  BHT6UELST6
Smeaunils  smpulled. @& WalFmIEGSL  FpssHNHGL QLG GCamarmid  GLmgmev
SlgHeneowinags Qsmen® PSLUULL  FpsU UHaID HGEL. ‘@G GOUILL sTudHE Fips
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HemevsnouNest LNTSHCUWISHLOTET LIGILSEE&HSMDUIL LUTEHHTRSmeTs Sl MihgH UL UGGl &eps
BTOIL YHBIMG” 6T60IM  MBOMFLS  FaMIGDOM]. euFeOTOHM) 2 BIMSGCEMT(H LIS 6ULDES 66T
QUMDEENS  (PEMMEGEMETULD, AUTHE@HHES ChHIbHS FIOTLURISMETUID, QUMMM IDOESHET TS
Qareni eNgGHHenerbd < rmialGCs Q&L (Henguier GhT&HSMELD.

6UJELTMILD LIPS 6ULDS 5 (EHLD

LuBenehSMD [HIHOMETIg6T QmIHuNeL CUTISHHSSAWT BD BILIGMHEG 6UGHNS  LflbHS 60T
SluTseT QhHwd sLGeomgl LUGHUND eumpld Ursel W&seMLD HHiGse FLWHMmGL UFLLeISEL
W cpdems FRULL ). (WaLHWT UL QuGUNEmed LUIGHel WS UTSHSSUILLL 6. TerGe
SRIGMES STHHS QETTUGDSTES SLCLM] LFSHaUSS6T CUTTSHSHISSAWIf6T 2 SHellenul HiTlq 6.

aNgseal FLWSHMHSL UTLIL QuBHBHE CUTTSHSSAWTST QbHS eUMLLDLE &FTHSHLOTSLI
LWIETURSSHS QBT 6. LJHeU LOESHET Hmarelenpud SMG e LDLS &(paud QFUwISeu).
@eueurm Fowibd  wrOWeEIFSsT,  QuWITaTelled  HHCHTESHTTE QUBHSTVILD  HemL (LpemMUiled
Qhgs&MTEC  aumDhgleTenery. @QeufseT HM&FHeus CoamulesE  euflwnss  &omisfeo
QeflevsemmHil geNenwiu|d, Her(pd LHG QMUY Wersamenyhd QeSS aubGHe). gohmindHuiied
gleufesr Y  WBeflest  wHUmUONIL 2 WIHHSH. @QFHemed LBeTeUTSHeT L6w  GlETLIMRISEM6T
TS\ SITEHOTL60T(].

LT SaULD &5 6fle WL

AQbpreuedled eugemmMMIed QFTELELLLLNE &ev HEHeUeLEeT YHFIIT SadluleTenm). UFGe
D&&ET QTsEE (GMIANHMISHLEMLD) TTm spll6) BHTeneTs Famieu]. ibBHTeNL SHLeled Qgsiim Leor
Ny 655 Fal Mg. HMsHasS CoHMUNNIGEGEF CFIM URG LUMFUND H0hHG CHTETELH Sl6ialfleor
FUPSMU  UMPENET (PSHWILTEICHT] UGHLUTGWL. oo Ld Wt N HsHS SM&eT uUNDEOHM
Byly FrsMyeanl LUjSHealj&Henersd C&MTEhFD Fal HenadHll LUTTESMOE QID6THS BT 6T6Tm) 6Ul6)
aN(eug SmGeTen HMssHeus GCamuiled HFFmUUNT QINGSHLMGLD. Q&L (HUUT I9ME 2 LI GL
LUTSQUDSSET 6UMLPHS| 6HS 6.

wHWTmID BHECHMID CQBEHBRISI BHEUTHHT Q@G SLGLISH WS 606D CF6aTm)
WBetrsemen oeitel eudEetmen). QHL whGH QSN Wersemenybd, Wefest geNemwid S eus
Gemuiemev SpEpld Hm  elwmumflger eufl 66w QUIWIRlEL  Q&BMeTemeT Sl SHETMEIT. & 6me6sT
HlLTeTTeL HMMRIKS QseTer (Wigwienebemev. aufl Q&TELULMG (HTHSH FMOLMTEONLLD 6UTSHEGeUTSHLD
QEWAmTsT.  WHWTmeTd HHFFOUUNOBHE BSHHMNBADTISHET. LJTHEUTSHET 6UMLDEY  6T6TLIS)
BwHWHD aImTsa D BIhsy eudLmsaid @Qeers Qsmblonsead QomUUETD flQsTEUUSNHE
W&&ET SLULGSH M6

L &6ULD & &6fl6o 6UITLD& 6N &

SI$G5GlG UGHUNEL eumpLd LTSN LESEHEHG QFLHLILTET eUMDSmS HenLWMGI. Hemevwwimeet
QMM SlafsHener el igal(Bd. FOUTHSGGLD L6 eIl ly &L e FTUUMLIgMHEGD CUTSILDTETSTS
BHHGD, SNUTEHEGHGE CEIHH MEUHH 6T60TMH LLPSHSHCLD HeMLUITG|. Sl6IT6OTEFI6IT60 61T HEM6Nd
ol UFHH QF (pguing FHLpedled SIDLD&ESET eUMDHTeT]. Q&GP0 aflwings &eor(id
WBements QeTEHLUUG 661U QasmTHenwmsr QFweons QHHHEH. “GLEO0D eneL QsMhHGaNlILTS
Q&AMG SLISGL CuTs: CUIILMD 6TeTm SHT6oT CHTETMIHMEI. S60TM6L...HMELQUIMIUD &HL 606D
QBHMHEOILEMEL  6TEIMITEL SHEUTHE@RML W HBULSATND 2 6meuCIIMITG|. LLEN6T 2 MRIGLD”. CUMELHSGEF
Cegld euhsmevId, 6 BIeT LeTUTR @6Lsmew  6TTOMEID, 6ULIgEH &L 6T 6UMhIS  Ceu@LD.
wenesiNuNest BHenssemen eNmmiaN(eunyser. Cue LeTemeansamnets &Ligé C&THES QUNUNELEVMDED
SANIUMI&ET. LUTHEN Lo&SHeMen aUTD&mSUNL ELDEFS 6T QFTeLEID SlemalM@ @eLenev 61T
Breueoraflwy (PsHSLNsL ubey QFuigleTerni.

auflemw TJSHGIL GCUITITLL LD

@@  Brem  wHwWmb, NFmE  (WPSHHUUTLLTD  CHmuNed  euflemwis  ummlLl
CuU&&QSTETIG (hHSH6. [BID SO Q&M SAywlulGU  NgsHs QeTanGea@bD  Lsnesub,
gellowud g auflwred Qarhés Cougu@lh eaim  Gaetall  UTHERSGENGoT  61(PHSII.
QUEHRLO6IT  6T60TLIOIETT LITHEU LD&HSHEMND LSSHMD 6UGLIL 6UM] LIgHHeUes, 62(h VIV &SHl6L
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SENHGL  Lemwmemyneg GCeusney QFWISDITET. S6U6T  HmeLsnOUlled Fal LD emWSHSH Camuiled
SHEMGLID GuFeLMDd 6T6oT (plge)] CFWIGHET]. Gl geuHms HMISHCaUTIHLD, HHEH HMTELSH6L
QaumId Pm SM&ESGSHFaL L CuTEHNme, geimed Qiim) Wsmeall 9iHs ellenew CUTHETME!"
6160TM HRIGEEEOL W BIMLSMSS CHTUNL HjeurHsefd Fam CUES UMTHMG BHL &GIH6TM6UII).

Qoemers CoalL  Gamulled  Hjeurdsenmer  CQUOTMeLITSYID, CTHSUUPD  CSHTULD
S &etimerny. et HMGHeu& FmMOILIMT HeneLsnOUNED Fal L LD BLSHEIDG. LTHEUTEHET 6UTH6IT
IOy Hwmusems dhEHS FamHaTme). SiGemend  GCelL smbwry @& FCGeufluwimy
HMLHSHOBHE QU@L BLLULY QUCUTH Qengd WLMHM (PQUITS" 660N FaMISMT]. (EHTETEVBTEILD,
&eOWIMEuoTLD, LHHCHMT &L 6T 6THHGLD SFTOLMT UHUSHEHCLMEL 6TTMID SamMIAMMF. “FMbl Brisei
SLELmSUNL LD  QFTL60 gamemid gnur® CFLIWSE Fal MHM  eleim GLEhGLO6 CHLHmmeor.
gmbwmy en&emwl eNfl&AmTy. FTOLTBSGL UFHeuT SIUNeL Huimuid 2 eTeng e6rm QFHlub.
SpeuTmed GaHMUNeL HHEFFMUSE CQUIHEUMFIITET QIIHLOMEID eLeveuT @I, 6Tl HMISSHI6US eT6n
(P TIPS EDIT.

Hm&semuuiledl(hihg 5oL

1965-6660 ‘GlN&Gemens CoHMUNL euflims ol (hd  Q&THLLUHME 6160Tm  CUTTTLL &608
QuhHs Sy 616Im 2afled 2 6iTen LTHOUDESET HLGH6]. UFSLLTHoUTHmNS & ([hEFFmUUNeO(HHS)
B&&5 Qemeedld Gamuiled smbwimy sadall L) NFmFWSHGHII UM LT euifl SLL DM GLTD 6T6TmiLd,
Qg W5H5HNHG LINNHHCOHMD Tso1m) CaHmued BFeuUTHSELL 60T GUTITLLLD Q&FWSMMF. LofluImedt
o eTUL 2afled UTHCU LN6TTEMOTIT] R65T6MM MEUSHH QbHGHI6UTS WG WrMeNHEH6TmeT]. @%6med
N&m&WSFHIIUMLL Temeld HHFFenL 2T Sl SGSH SHlTLUMISSHS C&TeoTmIad(hHesTmeviy.

@B HECIID AWML NHSTOHEOUNCOCI SLIGEG Wt Nig&ss QFeL&eTmei).
QUMQeTTedl QFLISUNDL @etTmI WemLp, Lwled wWm@hD WeT Mg &s SLIGEGE QFeLev GeusTIILMD 6TeoTm)
a&gfleEms  aN@sHeimeny. Mg CHIsHeL SHEMDIITETT UMEOLEHE@LD, FHmeuellds  STHMID
o (HhUTHMEG. W&HSHET @QLDAUWITHS GCHETONNISEGHET &HEheWD LGHTmen). [HFCIID LIIWITEID
BH&SL00 &&saN&Heime. WML HEFCTMID SLHLISCHTH Nem6uss s Qsmeuig (hh & meo
&L60I6L LOIGHS TS 6.

Ao LWRISW Heneouned E)iq €hF S0l U@Qu_‘nsu @gwéﬂmn SIUGUTE  (SIqLDS&6TTSH6IT
@meuy 6U(HEGTMED.  LOFILITEw6ITLLD, Lr;&(‘&nanmum urrljg,gu 6TRIG6TT &,am]uj]eu o Uy NemLpSSHHTeL
auemeouNed MiquL L. LB6HTHET  6T6D6LMD  FTRIGEREGHEF QEFTHHLD 66N  NHSTID  QFUIGH 6.
QUMDEMSUTNGD 66T eR(HBTeT QHCUTETD eUEHA) WettdHeT HIHMISG HEMSHHD HemLLILG G
L HGID Uevesfleveomned CumUNaNL L CH eT6tim) Faml QHeu(bd Sieuall_Hamg (b splq el L 6.
aNsseus embwmgsenr Cosmulé® eufl SLLISHTL &6l QHCUTHTM  BLESAMS  6T60Tm)
G (NIGOTTI&6T.

alemFLLL (GLD LIFHEULDES(EHLD

LUTSeUTHaNeT  UTDSHMSUNL  WHADT®H @Qquwinsd  aNMFLULL G&HET  QUHHHE.  J& 3000
eNenglILL @& enen BaTeuisEnsdGs Heuenen (PmmUNed LD QFSSHILTM Q&THSSH. QF6TTed
gngnen LUL&eL Qaevueufsefstt Hemev DG CMELTS IHNLLG. SeujsHenmed LBer, @mmed
agleb gsEs  (WPIgWeNLemen. hat(h&eT HMer L &HmE. UJHaIESsT URL  HOTLUSHDG
Slenalleveonoed GumMUEN'L G. €@ Brem Fumeuefweorm KLY uUlLmg&E QeugsHeim  Cuwifled
ANEMEFLILL G&HN6SH & m6us ! 6THlSHGHIONL L T6IT.

WIg. 6D

LUISeULDGSHET HMNSGHeUsH CoHEMUNNIEGHS CETHEHSHS Falgll euflGmanDd, HeThCHTMID 6T
QuMPeIled  THICSTETEHD  SMTHGIE  SAPDMIGMETU|D  euOTHMIF  FTermGHenen  GUT6L
2 UNCHMLL (p6Tem  SFHMUILTHHTHEH CLPULD 2 BIenDE FLOLUSDMS 2 [&EHF QFTeLedl Q(HSHMIMI
QUTRD HHeLs. QIHGHICUTGD SlmeusHemnaill GUITeD 61606V BHITEHD UhGH CUTGL HEHSL&ECTT(H
QABMHE CUTGLD LTSHeuTSHafeT eurpsamnaanit Qibbreucd alifleurs aerés@GHmE.
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