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Feminist Thoughts in Rajam Krishnan’s Short story ‘Thanimai’
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This story functions as a significant socio-cultural document that critically exposes the

Received: 02-12-2025 persistence of patriarchal practices in contemporary society. By depicting the denial of
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Accepted: 10-03-2026 a woman'’s right to perform the final rites for her own father, the narrative foregrounds
Published: 17-03-2026 the deeply entrenched gender hierarchies that continue to regulate ritual authority and
: familial roles. The text thus moves beyond individual suffering to reveal a broader

social structure that normalizes exclusion under the guise of tradition. In doing so, the

story compels a re-examination of cultural customs that perpetuate gender

discrimination, demonstrating how such oppressive norms remain resilient and

%I:J%caﬁégr operational even in the present day.
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QevsHd  eteoTLG  WellE  eumpEemSUilesT  LITHUILL.  GOIIUTE  Q&FFeLNSEHHL
R(E&SUULL &Nl GIeonsd @eusEin QFweURDd CuTg, i CaumID HemeLuTlem 6llg QIS
O (HLDELELLDED, &CLP& LTHMSHMETET SHNITHOD WLMMIADE. QHHOHW QOGS LICTITenLIS
QaMEL_GMeHs ‘Hefleny HMSHMS AMHGIETeNG. @Qé&sme, Cuemamiest  eumpeiled  Heve d
HOTHEHE FLRIGSHT, &eps Sifd, 2 flend MO, WeTHSHeNend YAIUMHMD  [HTISHHLONS
QeueiiL(B S HME).

‘Heenly  SMSMHUNEHT  MOWS  SHHHMS PUMiIGEL, Quedsr 2 flemd WML FEPS
SLLenollenU aNeTé&@GH0, PMHESEE FLMGSHMN6 HTHEHmG CaualLbGSSHIH60, SHevllenid 6T601M
SHSST Lev ULfOMEumGener SyImilghed, Quemsiiu @eusSull umjmeuued Samgenwl LEINIH
QEISL geweumemnm SUIHGHMTUILCSH Qe lila|ssl Hemguiler ChTSHSMTLD.

& 60 &LILTI63T 60T 6L

‘Hevllenldy HMGMG SHewieuen] @pHS LNCHT 6160  CLIGTITENET  GUMLPEMEN  EDLDIILDTSS
Qaren® BsIHME. sHaueal] WLIENSSHHGL 6T, &G Hevall WMMID GCalemey SIS
QeueBT(h&Er&GE Q&M NHHTM6. 2 L 60 FHWTE SleueT Helimg QUBHSHTEVILD, 2 6T0T6mLOWITEDT
SeNenLD JQIMENE HLpausH FepssHeTed L (HG. saueufleal @mSEF FLmAHGICUTH, CLIGTIEDISHES
Qametell meusGL 2 flend Q606D 6T60TMN SMPBUHHTED, HEUNTE| LOSG6TSH6T €&ISSLILHEMTTSHE.
Ghuures  rxel, Qb FHEG dHITEE  GUL  QETEHHTYID, FPsS (PSS MISENTED
SL&SUUGRADTET. Qgemed geuem BrlsnL Nl (h eledld QaeLAmTer. Qeueurm), Q6T 6
2 fleowssnsl  GuTPMgeTTed  SHetllemLUILUGSHSILGEHDTTEET  6160TUCH  HmFHUT6  SH(HEUTSH
SIMDHGIETOTG. QU FepsHSSHlL  aNHGSILULL  SLEUUTHSEET  (HTHSH ST 2 [lenLDsmiL
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QeueNlLBGHG I CuTHEG Dol QesAmgaNed ILAUNIADS." seTaid @Qor.  WBerml Huesr
SHHHNG Q&6HMG UVICEFTUILSTII HMLDHSI6TENS).

‘& 60fl6MLD’ - GemevLILNesr QUIT(H&SLD

‘Heflenly  6TOTILG  QSHSHMHUNL 2L 60  Hevilemwenwl WLLGL  GSM&HIN6LMeD.  SHeuuTell]
o uNflphHsNeT NCHLTaNsT &Fepsd Sefend, QU 6HTUSHSTS QMIS 2 flenld MISSHLILLL D6
gevilend, rgesil Gumesim Giewheumer GUeisIenNen THILL FEPSHSSHTL RITSHHSSLILBEUSTEL GFHLELD
gefenld, &M CUTETID GLHDFHEHHGS Fal FEPSHI LUTGUITLLTD 2 (HeuTGd 2 eneliled Geuflenio
sTerl U  Hlemevseiled Gellemd eNFHMG. B&HCeu, HMeLL &HMGUINGT 2 6TaMiHG CUIT(IHEM6T
W Wowwns  Qeueiu@sgaugmisd gmeoly SmWSHBGLLG SSTARWT QUTRLE [ eosuumeile
BIGEIILONTGST BIEMLOLIEVSHMSS ST (BUSTII SIMLDHSI6TENS).

QueTTaY|&H© LMISSULGL QMIHEF FLHIEG 2 Hleno

Qéaemeullest 2 &0 LUetad, ‘QUOD SHHUUMIGES AL QFULIWIL QUEITEDISHE 2 [flenLd
Aevemey’ ¢160Im Feps g @& @ WG BHLINSGMSUWITE LB @ELEVMDE, Y MITHES HSTTEH
SLLenOLIUNS 2 6Taend Q&Hm& QauaiuGsSHHMG. QU HasG 2 ullj &Hd SHmsdsCs QmidH
wilwreng Q&S SSHHLUMHMEUMTEHS &[HGHLLBEUHID, CILIGT6NET 2 6WNI6 &6, 2 ME&6T, &L DD
2_6uTje &6 LHSSLILIGEUSHELEMED 6TETLGHEMEILID FHeuNenld HMIGmG 61(hSHSHIMTEHMGI.

FLMIG 660U WefgHmsall  Geomsnsnrsd LIHMUULBetang. Qbs BHenev, GLcu6uN 6o
wefg 2 flemwssmer (WPOHMWID MGG FepsHE HhGemeremil CeuelFsd CUTL(GS ST gRMHAME).
Q65HMGS H(HHGH, CLUOIGNGSHTET 2 L6, 2Mme| FLMG &MHE 2 flensen MISSILILL G60
alenereuns olelem CUIITLLID Qeus&HuisSHed USHUTHME.? 6T6TIHID & LIEhFThISSHSH6 FamHmiaLh
QuWLNSsILGSDSI.

pRefl - erhyuler Gnev

gefl  uTSHTUUHLUNICL  umpbuflw  Quew 2 (heusSHeO(BHE  LIMILUL (HeTenSmil
LML &SLILL (H6ITENG). 3156060,

“6T6001lq.!  6TRIGSHT SHEUSHTENTEH QL GHHL CaHMILT 2 Heny I Iq(HSEHMTEH. S6UDT [HELED &)
S GeuetoiLmom Hevew Geusmer, Camp eupHLLmer Cemp, FEHTLIE GMFALH eumium
LGIT&ST eubhs) &:rrg,@a_r,&,eﬂmrrrj 6T60TM| SIHMG &a@u_lmg,uu) QAT eumemL WD SHeuns &,mr&,@m
Bem&uyLd eﬂ@g,rrsumrr& Qhg  SIeU6T (&L  LleiTemen gm;g]maseﬂmsmu_l Qeuwg WIS
QETMEMSUILD LUMTSHGIS Q&M (hHS Tel QeumMsd Qamean(h Fadsed GUITL L M.

"6T6OT6UTILOLON? @6UMIS, (TRISLILUMESES WM([H? AHU(HEGS Sflenw QFuiwl QeUnmSELSHE 6160160
568 QEG? TrHAHR umjeo GUEFSLEH QUuU Siflenw  LGoTssar G).IF[I]ITGUT' sleuem QeuMs &5 860
SIMICS U USDUSmSCW  HHNSFHL CUTHILOTETHTE QUHHSHS.° 6eoim  QITRLDE (6196165
LIEDL_ & G 6TT6NTI).

g6l sevalwimey QUHMEST, GIETNEFeomeTaUeT, SFUILLHIWIMENG QST 66T, Fepsd SibHenwl
HTEGLD GT60 LML GHH6UT 6T6tTll LITTUPSLILIFGTIMOL 2 6iTemeuenmsd  SMLLLLGEDT6T. S 60TmeD,

Qeuauene HGHHN QEOHHHID, SleueT Gl  TRTUSMSHTS  (HSSUILGEDTET.  @F6T  eLH6LLD,
Queoreuest SHeLENU|LD HMEMDUID Fal FEPHSHSDL HmLIWITS MMID Hemew aNDIHSSILGEMDGI.

NGrLom - Feps Si(Ppssmhisaflsr HNHIbIG

NCyLomeneud &S Sl6UELMIG 66T NyHHHwmsL LI6DL & 8§15 SITL_Lq UL|6TerTIy
QITRLDE(H6I6T0T6T. FCLNE SL-&E (LPMHMEMIL 35S UT6L,

"6J6uuTIq.?  6T60T6uTlg.  Q&FMmedTenr?  GlUGHUEWIMIL NDOHHE SILSHLT QHEHSEVID. RHSHSHMRISLL
QUMDHG GCUATEHSSEYID.”

‘B Qgmedev GouewurLmb! 2 681 LNeTemend@ Beht H(PHeng HL HCeuctien) Hevey HMEumGs!”

"NCym Q%  Q&MEhFhRSa  sHlwm  @evev. 2601 CuUemGsner @l L 5&LH6LEVMLD
UGS ([H5CH. GG UM CPLEF QFTLOIL(h BLSEHMD STHILGMGLI LIT(H!
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"6T6oI60T, 6T6dI60T BLGHAM SMlD? 2 61 Neemensen  Qpesor(y CU@GL QLT CagGHCeuss
NerQl6aTerV&TS, LIGTUID 6TLEVMD GlqUID HHID QFTMLEFHAL G QS 2 Memeill LG &F&5HSan(bel
UT&SMITRIS"

NGywor HAeL 6o, TR, QHHE FLOWSHSHL GCouuiLmDLOM?" 6T6TM)| CHEHAGMMEID 66T
SIL RISHAIIL6M6V.

Um@bly!  SUUTeYsHE Qe QEwd  LHWTmSWT?  gHE&HETCal  CPEE BTG [Her
uesoiesormy - Gum - Qumesoiesorntll  NOBSIL-(H... JReN UThE eubhG ASmSGemW Ceudu|L 65T  Seiter,
SIUCUTGIFHTeT LG euhd SleueT W&EsT CEmL, TRl 5556 6555 @I AODUND UEUMETS
Hemelg FMHH6T6. EUST SHHeM6U 2 ML GHM6N. SHHeIMen. LNNG BLHEHNG SUTTEL  @6T60T(LOLD
Fremnss (WP UWeNeLenen. 6 W@HHHUMIS &ally 6UhHE UEHSHE &SMOGUTerY' 2aflGUTL (b
SILRIGMUGH N (B, S6TTeMMUI [FLDG SL6TTHEMET 6T CFUIHT6. 66T CHmerall smeusSHemnsGiL
HCIm&SmGL gHmM). Sewuelflel FLeold HL&HmsHuNed, Brsti@ Guij (west, LNGCHLOT Sy,66 L&SemenL
QUDOMI(BEHSHENCLENEL 6T6TM SHEULDTETLILI(H S SLILIL_ L6,

@@ eouwer  Qamerell  GUTLLMEID, MM W@GHULSEIMGL 2 flawenwil  Qubm)
QL Geusior(PLd  6T6OTLIZH  SH6UTSHET SILLID. Leumed, N6l LWSSHESNHS 6TPHSHID, BLHSHMG
SINHSLI6T, HTMISHT6. SleujsHerilent QHhsHSH &lewNesE® QLD QHTHSHINEHTES SHlahHh CSHTEHIILTET.
51058IH HILLN6UTEN* 6T60TMH 2 MIUITL 6L&6NTAULN Lol EMSI.

BIT. QUTEITLOMDENGY FamIld “Fep&Ld ClUemsmesnr 2 Meilehl MOWIDTSS CSTEIILTEILD, NSNS
2_flenn&emen QMG LOMISHMEG!.® 66D Famml AHTEGICEFTILSTUI HEDLOHGISTONE).

ST FOPSHSHHMEL UMHSSHLILLL L QUETTIITSHED  Fepsll ULNFQFTOQISGSL  LbL(Lee
3LV G| 6187665 GlewNallcLeLT UMD, HIWNANGIENGHGS STIUILD LO&G6THATNGT LTSHISTLILSSTELI
NCowm  QereTd STEHMTET  6TOTUSTHD  HS QenssiC  SFHEG QLD QEsTHUUSTSHELD
SmGLINeiTeoTeuIld LUTSEHTULL LD NesteorlUL(RerTengl. NGHOm UTSHIL LemL Liflsorallfl, QLcTII&emern
SL&GD Fepd  SemLied, CueansGer eTeueuTm SHHENITS WLIMEDIISHET 6T6iLMS Q&HMG
LeoUUBSSIAMSI.

&N - HmGUlleT LoeTFTL&

&1 GUHMSWITE  QGOHHSTVID,  SoOFUNT  WeTFTLAWNe  @QUUISHIL UL LI
LML &&LILL (H6ITerng). Qu6gar 6T60TM SITI6U015 & IT6L FeLPS G Sl6L gmu@Ld UTGUITL_ 6L
2 OIS GHILUETTHELD “QILIGTITEIN)6T6OTT  6J65T LOLL DM  UTSGMMRISET?® 6T6dIm  SSHTAFIIflerT Caee
uursSrtenLLNeeull CHLSUILGUSTII DDhHGI6Tag. QHsHe CoHeTall eUTEHIl6 LD6ISMS LD
2_QISHGEUSTII JIEMLDHSI6TENS).

Quevareraill eSSl UMFeneu

Quegorentng CHTL LML Ig 65T g liLienl_uled ChréHemmed, Qésm uied CLICTIGmN6T 6UTLDEMS
@nggjm QAWMHEHE Fepssds S GUUThRSeTeL Hijaulésiuhald gefeurs Qeuefiu@GHmgI.
QuettiewNesT 2 L 60 SIUEHEDLIIHEV6D; G GGLOUL, &Fepsd, FLMG, WIY  &weummlest
SHEMSHADG 2L UGHSULGHDS. 2 meseigid  SE@BsEGS sy (el 2 Hfon
QUPMIGLILL MDD, Syeuner eN@GBUUG HuwmuwrsslauGang. @&smaew &L GUUTHSE@F5G 6SHITs
Cueser  @UeL  eTpUUD  GUTGH, SieueT  Fews  ANCITHWNSE, ‘@URG GMeOLILICITSS
§55MssLUEGEDTOT.  Q&6hT cpeod  THIUCH  GOHMWLE WLIHOUUGLD WPEOTHES 2 eTailied
QeueseTL L UUGEHMS).

QuettTeutedT GesNemd QUILLITEN €REITMTEH  6V6V; FCPSHHFHTL FILL AL G 2 (HeurssLIUELD
aNSLTsS  HmHUNL  SLLMWLSGSUUL (BeTeng. 2 meyseailer BbEeNID HBsHgeumm  HenesE
Satemiu@d  Quetr,  SevllemenwIGCUl  FHeorg  HHST SlemLIWTaTDTS  gmse  Gelaumgll G LpeL
o (HhUTsSILUGEMS. @eueurmi, ClLeGueNeT 2 L 6D, DD, eUMDe] P& SMmardHevid QFwieOLHD
SAWMHES  SLEGUPMMEMET  Q&HMmHUTNDL  CFaNauTsald HILLUOTSD QTR (H6e6uu165
uSe QFIGIeTeT. Q&&(HSSlenes, “CLcToIenNesT Hefenld 616G HeUUL L  LNFEHEMEIILIO; )
Fe&s SLLenUN6T allenernel” 6T6arm (PemeTal] & ORUWIFRISGT Samid Fadml QUITHHSHICUSTI
SI6MLDHGI6TT6N ).
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FWP& LIMHMSHMET ailS 8|
‘Hevllenldy HMIGmS, Ceumid G HmMG L6V, €(h CILEIMENIS H6T SHenGHHEG FLDSHEL 60T
Qeleumgsd SEUUS @@ Hspalven, Quemaflemweanil uM&ss FUPSTLD &UNe(hE S (&G WD

S BWSGCL. TReflullsr Greons ¢edlliugl @ ajuud Gred LG @G Fps alfiaey
SLEUGTIILD 6TEUTGVITLD. GILIGTUTEM6EUTE: & (Ih 6D SHGFILIUETTS 36D6V. MGHIUILOMET LO6SNHITS, 2 [flenLn& @i
BUTTSL UMT&HES Geusni(hLd 67601 SeMPLILITE Q&HHnE eDLDHSIETENE).

£\ 6V & S WILILIWI6oT

0185618 85 (Ih6M6LUG S(peiw FNSHSQST(H6MLD6DILIF FOLHSLD WP (LPEOLOWITS
semenaievsneolmuilmild Q&FWPHMUISSHL “QUDD SHENGHHES SIHHDE FLMG CFULS LDSHETSHET
FCS LOJLGHEDET 2 6ML SFI6TT6N6O]. e 61601M HeneoUN L Q&S QeLSHWIMIGET &eLp& LIHMSHDHES
aNGH (LD 61601 FaMml 2 EHLOLILEOLILIT(HEDL UIGTLD.

(WPIg.64600]

‘Hesllenldy  SMGeng, Clueioienissl  eumpelled Hevayd &epd  sifHaemer  QeuailL(BHGID
QUIAUTETT QELEHEIL ShEU6TID. QUEENIHEG QMIHE FLMGSMOEL 2 flmn WmISSILGL Henev,
Feas et WaNGCHWS GeomUTLemL. CeuefFFOIL(hd STL(HEMG. SHesllenin 6T6oTLG GClLIcToTEwRN 60T
Levaferd S16L6V; Fe&SH6T CHTLaT 6TaTUMS Q&&HmG 2 MIHITE HmieHmE).

References

Jayasangar.S, Thamizh Ilakkiyangalil Samuga Kattamaippu, Meenakshi Book Store, Madurai, 2012.
Meenakshi. R, Pen Ezhuthum Penniyamum, New Chendury Book House, Chennai, 2005.
Panjangam. K, Sanga Ilakkiyathil Penniyam, Thamizhini Publication, 2010.

Rajam Krishnan, Rajam Krishanan Sirukathaigal, Gowra Publication, Triblecane, Chennai, 2016.

Vanamaamalai. N, Thamizhar Panpadum Samuga Matramum, Tamil Nadu Govt Publishaers, Chennai, 1998.

Funding: No funding was received for conducting this study.

Conflict of Interest: The Author have no conflicts of interest to declare that they are relevant to the content
of this article.

About the License:

@@ © The Author 2026. The text of this article is licensed under a Creative
L ) == von Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

1R Int. Res. J. Tamil, 241-244 | 244
\P;RESS



