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bhuvanacwe@gmail.com Among the writers who strengthened the tradition of fieldwork-based writing in Tamil
Received: 05-12-2025 literature, Rajam Krishnan occupies a significant place. The vivid documentation of
Revised: 22-02-2026 social life, the labour, culture, belief systems, and the socio-economic oppression of
Accepted: 10-03-2026 communities through direct live experiences stands as the distinctive feature of her
Published: 17-03-2026 novels. This study examines the ethnographic elements found in Rajam Krishnan’s
\ novels as its primary area of investigation. The novels Manudaththin Magarandhangal,
m Karippu Manigal, Kurinchiththen, and Kootu Kunchugal are taken as the primary
sources for this research. The study aims to analyse the life of Devadasi women, the

P labour of salt-pan workers, the struggles of the Baduga tribal community, and the work
updates burdens of labourers employed in match factories are ethnographically recorded in
i these novels. Furthermore, this research explores how the ethnographic tradition of
Tamil literature, originating from Tholkappiyam, Sangam literature and other classical
works, continues in the modern period through Rajam Krishnan’s fieldwork-oriented

novels.

Keywords: Raajam Manudaththin Magarandhangal, Karippu Manigal, Kurinjiththen,
Koottu Kunjugal, Modern Literature.

(LTI

QU6 6T60TLG| 2 qusmenld GCHBHD M6y QFWLUTLIGL. HG puielsr GCeugns
aNeThIGeUG &em QYUIUTGLD. FesSHem o uNjliLeten eumpeilled OMID Healsr QevsEWisSHed
S HMIHSHMG BOTE  Udle| QFLG  6(PSSTATIHEHET NTRWD  S(HEQ6WIET  SlQUTSH6T
GNINL§5&656U]. UGS, &THL &HMHHEHLD GOU SHMHHEHD LIGHHE Q&M (HhHS
SMEUSLL §H60 CHIQUITS SaMSEHMEG CF6TM HH6UL HTL gL LSleThisemen eT(LpEILIo].

ST UL LLSET SMHLsneTullest Qeuafllum_me SieLeuMned eumpeled Chilg isBILIOIRISEm6rT
SLEUTTRIGATTS LS| QFUWISETENT]. AHMSG SHTIUILTS SMDAIFH 6] CLMESTEIIL. SLLOLDTES &6l
QU6 ILMISGCHT YGW. QHSH SHem ule] WmMGU! JeUTH BTULSEEHES @6ueUmyeailiied
SHOGHMSUID FCLPS BHLOUSHHETEMOMUILID QIPRISIIG. Q&S (K] JTRD S (HEQEUIET HEUTSHET
BTeleL&6aN6L STELLEGLD @estausmraiilcd Famisemner ylle| CHTEHH Y TTiISHDGI.

B ereusmrailulicv

Qeauenyalicd eTeTLG @ GOUNLL  wellgsd Fepsdder eumpailismned  laljseeo
QLHHDHCE Qaetm, SuTsCam(H euMDPHF, SleujsHeiledt uUmTeneuulled Q@BHEH 2 60m&L  Ufh
Qamewoi(h U6 QFWILID €@ Feps ML gylule] (WODUTGLD. Q&6 USHGHeuFFeL LTI
SUTEHET ‘@5 H6MESH FensSSHletr LU enL L1 uHM LoreflLeNweomenyseT HESePSSCHTEH HevorL

18R Int. Res. J. Tamil, 252-255 | 252
\P;RESS



mailto:bhuvanacwc@gmail.com

Vol. 8 Iss. 2 Year 2026 K. Bhuvaneswari/ 2026

MV  eeetTll  eUMDHG Spule] QFLG G (PSS e1(pdH MGG  GerNeuenre| BTG
@evreuenreiluled TeTlLGLD” (USSHUSF0 UMTE (2012) 'Ol eluled CHTLUTHS6T) 6TTHMIMF. JrgLd
H(He6uistl SaUT&HeT LLGeum &Fepd W&seiler eumpaillamey SHer opluiefe epeuld, @esralsnreilied
Crr&H&eL HOPHL I LHLLILSHeTNed o eu6urliLi(h & A M.

SO @evsHw e QHTL &S

SO QevsHwl Wwried Qemalmyaluisd AnhGHemeTullest QST GHD CFHTOSTIINL HTLSHHDGS
W N@EHCsH QSTLISHMG. QHTELSTUNLID Gev&&em HIeors Q@HBUINMID, U&HSHSH 06, LimsSHeneur,
Senerr ML, (PS5S CHTLUTHSET eUHWING FRSSTVS FHLOWNE FpsGHSHen Hleobd-ClGmLhlev-
QUMLPEILIEL 2 MEneN WMM(PSLONS LSe| QFULISMDE.

‘BeneiGCHTMID Y Hemew HfhH QerssTH QUIBHE QUIEVID  6T6TL.(QGHTELSTLINLILD,
QUITGETHSTID, QETDLLJ6wT] 2 691, 2006 LOFLIILIEL 88)

Slemewt slig LML UNGL D&Gerlem UMpPeNUIeL, L, UGIUTE Q&M  euamsLILHSSHIL
QamevsmiNflest  umjsney, SLOLP6T  OIY  SlgliuemLulleomenr  @QetTeuemIaNulsd  &lhSen6uTeniL
QeuaNUUGSHHMG. FhE QeLSEWILDTET SYOMILILEL HIeLSHENID LTI, QUITBBY, FaddJ, Level]
GumesGomilest  eumpelied  SemOLIL, 2616  (PemD, QHMPL, eNBHCHTDLUDL Y &Hiisnel
§55MssUUL (Hetemsn.  AeoLLHsMIHH Lev @enr  W&Sefsir  eumpeluwenend HHSROIUSTS L6
QewiHsem  ude| QFELWILUL (Retemerr. @euaumm  QHTELSTUINWID  &Fepd  ampelin@ eNdaeamen
AUGHHHTL, &FhSG QUSSP  SHM6NTSH CHTLIHS @QeLHHWRSEID QUMD  L6NG
SIMILIRIGATTES STLHALULGSSHISDGI.

Q&5maW  Qemeusnrallwled It QSTLIFH [Helsor STeLHHL UYL & er6uuTenfleor
BTeUeL&eMeL S gy uieNer SglilemLuied QGTLFHMSI. LOTHIL SS6T &IHSMISET, SIFfILL LD,
G&MEEHCH60, Fal_(Hd GEhasen, GUTETD LHL LILSHeMeL SIDL&SaN6T eUTDEUTHITID, 2 ML, FCLPS
RGEHGUMM, UGIUTL(H BLONEMSSET PHIIIMENM 6U(HEIIINEIISETES HeLVMDD ChJlg JisDILIO
SLEUMIRIGATTSL LSHe| Q&FWISMITI.

Qo Hmeaganafledr s gyiasd oLy

QUKL H[HEQEIIET  JUTSHET SN  BIeuL&aTled  ellefiby  Hemev  D&HSemen
OLWLUGRSSHIHOMT. CHUSTHL QuUETISET, 2 LUeTd CQGTHleTaT&HET, GLPHMGSH CHTLHCOTETISST,
gemlp erafll &&HET CUTETCONT SIUTH HMGSHeeT MIDWIL LITSHNRISTTHETMET. 6T erlest
QUMD H&EHLSH6T, &Feps RESGWMMEET @uieoUrs H&SHH&HSILHREHETDET. QST TS
BIEUCLEET  &FCpS  Splieyd Seiemd  CUMIEETDeT. @QFHeITed Siu] CeumId h  (PSSTANS
DL (PLDGLELIIDED &ELPS QYUIUTOTITHEUD SHBSHLLGHDM]. QemhIGCHToUG ST H60T SHTLLINLISH MG LI6w
Il  QELISSmeT  peumlLBGSHUleTenT. SeudmieT GOUNL$55&56m6 LML VST  PGSLD.
(Bmered  euifl, Spmmieurdl, &miHGeuF, Hemewihleneveurdl, LWMEG Sencubencveul, Geul (Heusur).
S&&TLHHL  @liLguimsst  Qesteusmpeliwled QFHGsmenr L  QeMhICEHTEUG&ET  &HoT Ll
QFISHBHSS Ceouni(hld, JUFMHETET FMOIMIGET B LD @6eLenev. SeoTmed @UTRLD & EQ6uT6sT
SlusHeilert  &em  gylla|ll UMNGEG Slel] UMLSS e6uCleuT(h HIVID FTEIDMGD. eUFSHeTesr
L6DL LILGHEneNE  FMeiiDNs  SHSHOUMSS SMLIqed eugeomdHmIt QUL &WOME CUIHMISHEL HMLIL.
@b H(HeQ6mstT ST ‘@ quenid HHNFHNGaNT YHMID &I, eurpaier GUTSHESHeman|D
& FMIUSMETULLD  &HwNHg. HaaTl  LNiFFmeasameaiunms SHHOUGID, &L TILDTET
(WPIg6Y&HemaT SYIMUUGHID 6T601SH @QeVEHE CHTSSHLD 6T60TMMEL HEUMIELENED” (LDMEHIL SH6TT LDSIJHS M6
(1984), @UITRLD H(HEIQ6UI6) 6T60TMI FoDIL|EITENITI).

LT@ILSH6T L&IHSHGE Qeareumyaillsy ugle]

QU  HHELEWIEH JQUTSHET &6T YUleNener BIEULSHEFHE DL (HLDEVEVMDE  CUMLNEHEMES
eugeLMm| 1(PSHIUSHGL CLHASTEI(H6TeT]. Som gule] QFLG L QFWSHSDmeTS SHIIL g UeTenTi.
Sl sem gule| QFg Curg e CHusTEHL  Cueamement &FHHeHe ChIHSSH. UMTSHILIT]
LQUETEnEIE  FHHSHSH CuUTEH “BGRSEFH [ Qs eunpmey eNGsHH Chomear GHU  eumpey
QUMPGeusi(HLd” (LOMemIL SH6tT D&IHSMIS6NT(1984), QIMRD & (H6Q6uuI6w) 616N NQYDT QULDRKIGUIDS
JTRD  Hheeustt SalfHeT AN ChIhEH. Qhe HePGCeu SHetTanienl il LOTIL GHEH6 DSIHES S
61601 HTEUEVIEH &H(HEUTSH SIMLDS GIETENITI).
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Coaugné QesHMiledl HPMmeL, QUMDGMS (POMW LLIDINGSHIS ST (HeusTs @QbbHTeled
SIMDHGIETOTG.  OGIPTOUTEITS  6U(HLD  SHTHTWIEH  CHUGTEH  GLGHMEE  FMHGEUTEHELD,
a@smeoiGuITLL.  efffeny weauhg QeTanG Qranh GLHMSEERSH@ STl GCHeugsms
QUMDSGMSBEMIL 2 HMII QUG LUGHS el Lnfer Qsns&sE WM, SleumeLwl, Cusé
Gu pLeeid MM Hesfilom afCrmuilesr <48 eN@GLULD AUTRS ‘HeNLMRISDS biaSHMH 2 0&D. 3G
QUMUGUTELSTET.  TUGUTGHID 2 6uenwimT QG ANUSGSLD WLAHIUSSGWL H Wms UL ID”
(LDTEWIL_SS\60T LO&THSMIGET,(1984) QUMYLD Hl(HeQ6wI60N 6T60TM HMQ DT FaMIEMMT. FEPHD CHeuGHTH
Wonuled@Ghs oNGULL QuUENsES@® 20l WLIWTmS QIPHSTEH HenesE alIF6Inms
QbBIeed  JEDLHGIETENG  6TeoreNd.  CHUGTHET GMNHEH  SSHTLHLL  QeTeusmnyeiliicd
Qeuwursed @&  umfsEsSLUUEGEDS.  CQUAISET  YSEHHS  Slgmulrs  alamhi@ealsg
L (BLO6LELMDED QUGS EHSGD  SlgenWITS QHSGLD UHSHSHHMS MY  E(HEQETET  SEUTSH6N
ugley Q&IG|emenTiy.

&l wenflseafled Feps - UIOTMDM] FLO6D

QTR H(HEO6TUI6T EUTEHET SHILL LOWNSET BHTeUmED (PSIUSNG HLLGHSL L Qo
SLO(HS6IT ‘LIt EhGCEMeMEL 6D 6T60TM QL _HHL 2 LiLiens Qg,rrl@a)rrml']&,mﬂml_Gu_l Hhi), glo_lr'j&,aﬂsifr
QUMDEHEMS  (LPODEmU  SBIMBSH LSl Q&u'_lgde'nmmj @Lr,g, breusL Emhg (PSS TeT(HLD
Smemieumen(bld AW WLHUILSS W 5\@5 Sl (SHSHITTRE) eUFserileo Gmm@@&n@&,éﬂmm&)
QFHMLAISUIULL SI.(SHILL  OwN&ET  6LOMD UL 2005 QOUTQLD  H(HEIQ606) &6 Iplle)  6T6TLS),
Corquinsd CQ&Feam, &SGR &SNS &b o MuIHE CFULLSSIqU QUle| 6TeTeLmD. &ev
Qergemysailent  eugeomMenm  QEVSHIWIRIGET  udle]  QFwwmoCGeo el (pemermsnr. eNBULL
Sualearssmemy Colg Yumihgh Qe ude| QFlg aNgh @emiCsmeugsefsit euflLLITL s0&emern
PHIETANG].

2 Il SIOMRIGEMET  SIEWISITDIUTIT  JaTh, SIMGCE 2. 606D CHEHFRISHMET 2 UjhH,
Quimensullest FHOMSCHTE Qemwhg, gHORGmeT GuTHMIL UL SHGHSHDM) HAFWF. LS
CauLemaGuim(hy 6TLeUMI USSHMISGMELLD NHG C&TeTEpdLlg &Hm§ gmualsimé QFL&MG.
(HILLLD 256.1979, LDGOT6UT] LD6OTEOIEDN). SLOMILILIMLUNGD Fal HMELEHTHATNGT QUTDEHMS SMeoT L6y
QawwILL (herTeng). @ymegLd &\(I, 6106001607 Gumsttm (LRSS TETTSH6T, aNGuL (L Gumeor
QIIELTMIHEMETCUILELMD QeusHmiseiled L6 QFIgleTernear). GmDhs elsneouiled HemL &G o L
B 2 ewiedemer  &meuwl (B, 20y sMUEHD  Qgmpleomarjsellet  eUTDEMEMW UG
&remsngl'_m,u_lg,rras QxflweNeLmen. eUFSHeT SHEHW NLITEHEUU|LD 65016001 (HLD g,rra'ﬂ 2 LIN6TT FHMeUSHS
SMyeuGLom  6Teotm) CHTETMID  SleTIMG  SleUFSHeaTest mnlp&,m&, SIULRIGHENETE é]g,g,mg,gjmmm]
wgeomeilger Qg mpleomenjsener ChIlQUITE Fol FHH&HESETEH UIEHS CUSHLD, SMIGTEUNGET, SHEUIGHGLI
Mememensen eupwITg BHLSSUUGWL Hwmuomm Hyoursd. QsmiHeorefiseafest FOUOTHMS l6UTH6T
Qeud M M FUMSEHHES AUITHONS LNgSHHESQSTETERSHD, QLTINS EHHE@ LMoL [FHIs
gOUBD UTHILILSET 6T6or Lievaumenm @bprelcd CUEHME).

&MIErEHCS 607

Beo&flneneoued USEG UL &) @651 &S eUMDenelll LN6Tsmemlngs Q&me@enen (Lp&ed
SLODBTOIL GMIEHHSCH6. LIPMHIGIQCUIMH6ST LILPEOLOWITEN LOJL&SET WMHmID 1960 &afled @bl Fens
LIHORISET Q&H&HOHUIN6HT &FMILTS MOH6TMEST. GSMEhHHCHET BHreusd GMEhd Hev L&Seredn
UMDSMEEMIL MOWILTSS QaTan( eI(pSUULL Udlerd. QuiDems Qbg LaSemer eumpeasd b
UGHIITE SI6LVMDED IEUTSHATT ML ITOTDTSECE  MDHGIETONS 6TeTLENGWD, CH6T 6T(HSHESLD
QamMHedL, HPhEG GCoaHHHH, QUNMSBUIL 6T QeMEHS 26016 (PEDMSEET 61631 Sl6&Herlean
eumpeieney @Qbpreucd QeuaNlLGHSIHETMSE. HMITEHEFHES SH(HLOG LG QUG Uy &ML (Hé
GCaemuNedled QpHG SIRIG eUBLUATEHET QSTHEHGSD LML, UPLD WHMID STCET FMDGHSH 2 6uIenel
@@ Geusmer WL (KD o auamiHed Ceusu(Bd 61601 FLMIG UHe| QeuIUL (HeTengl. 2 (h6uusnL_&&e0
arsd Gumiiquiied QeupmM QUOIUAITHEEG QUG S(HLOGIID QFUILI (WPIGUID 66T FLMIGLD
udley QEwwtul(Rerengl. @relled QYLausE srauClenl 2ammMiul Nendh@ @eLenev 6T6TMMEL HeVLD
elenemuimgl, WIE LOlg SM&SSHTH 6T160IMH BLONGMS, LML &MHG Ul UmeneTuiled earmmid CUTE)
QuetiseT GMISECEH UIGHEL TG, &STL(HEHGSMIDUFET MULGHSTHMS HOLeUg, UNg CIb(HLImLS
STUUTHMILIONEHT QL DUY &HCUTERISEHHG QLD QaT(HEES Fal MH 66TMID CIHIHLMLS SHTLILIEIEST
@Cr  (Wemm  Fennggictuennr Geueui(Rd  6TeTUFHID FLligemwl G FrbgTen &aillpsHs Ceuesur(BLd
(TEOTLGID  SIeUTSHeN6T UMEFSHS (LPIQUITH BOLNGMSHTE WHATULT FaMéF QFLHDMM]. LDMELEITLD

1R Int. Res. J. Tamil, 252-255 | 254
VBESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 2 Year 2026 K. Bhuvaneswari/ 2026

D&&HeM6T  QUMDGMS  (LPMMEMUILD  eUTSHeiledl ST QINSGSRIGmETLD N&H &ELEOWILDTS
TG SEIMISEDE. QFHDUINMEG JIYLD &H(HEQ6wTsH Si6UTHeN6T &6 YUIGE SHTTEILTEGLD.

ol (S (§EhTFSH6IT

ol (0% GEh&HSH6T 6T60TLG HMieu] QAFHMHCLTETT &LOENEL EMDUILDTSHS QSHTEIIL. FCLNS [HITEU6D.
@dlev aumiemid HTLGHHL, efleusmud HermeN L WrEHRSHaND, GhHU 2 aad CHMUEEHTS
QUlWITSEHL 60T GLPHMSHEHLD FUQUL G WHMID ULLTE QFSTHAMHEFTmSHaNDL Calsmer CFLSIL
SIVINUILGHDMISET 660D  Hlenew H55N&SILGEDE. Gomhs B WOMID DL  STHEIONS
alleugmu QamMALsT SmLULE, Uy CQSTHDET®SE@SGEF QFOLQID HIHIHMS 6T(LSIUSDES
a@f{;,g,rrmlj FOUBSUIULL  FPSSHANGET QF6im &em  gyule] GCUMHASTEILTT. SUGLL 1q.86rfled
GF&Hmen SlmLLILmGL GUTEL GLPhemG&Heailen QIMDEHMEBEMILIS HeLalleml ML LILG Hulmuinmm
Qgwied 6160TM QSHHMBUNL UL N THIHEMMET. COID &ML 7.00 LO6WN (LPHL @6y 8.00
6w UMY GLPHEMGEHMET Calsned 6UTHIGD (PHOTaN&ET, NTHEEHSHE Slimer 2afluild Fal
SBauglvener Cuem QFISSET SIRGCSH HEHWPD SN6ULRISMET BLSEG STLAILGSSHEDS. ATy
Q&emHUNL B GPHOSHaM6T CHTHMSHHener 1(HHHISG FameneHUND “MIFFMNII FL6ML &6,
SN(PEG HNFLSET, CHTETUL ML H(PQUD HEiTSHe, LTeUTemL &6, NfhGIONIPLD (LPIg &6, 2 0&5IF
megly QrasHliumiset Uflhg oL GTed gmuULL Brew (PEHPLLSSMND SILBIGON L &ellge06e0m
WPEHGEHT, FH(HEHHHOUTRGMET S(P&HG Q&MTENEH SFFD WGBS HLEGWD FMICLSET, 6T6TM)
ueN&QEeTm  QHFWITG LD  eueuleuRIGeT. GCEMIOUD  JQILILOTEN  SJRSGEND  CHTHSILLL
2 uNFSGIeUD WHRHW Latelser. masmen SLRSHEGL Bl HIeEGser Hm SHILLNG6.”
(Tl (B& GEhEHSeT 1980 UMHL LSSHSHLI LIGToTeneoon) 6T60Tm)  ejewsiencst HEn&HME. LO6TENG 2 (h&HELD
aILILTG @616 (TN SMLDEGTDG).

(Dlg &|en]

QU  HHeQemuisiT  SlUHET G601  BTeUL&aNT  cpeuld  ULGeum @6 &HSeMedT
Qemauempailiiene HTEIF SIDOESaNET UMPEMS  (PemDUTlem6T  pelrliL(hSSlleTenmy. @iy
udle| GEwgener QFLISGeT Sleuaienr W&SHaNeT eugeorm 6Teim CUIDHOLILL &alql HMLUNeneorLl
Quomienengl. SGHHHTE  CQUETISEREG  e1Hlgmer  FopsE  Hessmen &S  Cgafleuns
STLALUGSSHWemenT]. Sleurg UmLLLST Qeusdll @QeTUGemds Seollg Fepd  yulaNmames
SBHMIRIGETS  aNeMhiGH6Tment.  eT6otGel, @UTRLD  H(Heeuustiledl BHTOILSHET  HLOLHLSHILIGFHleL
@sureuenyaiiled SiqLILEHL UL (LPSHEIL S, EUERISATTSHS & (1hSLILI(HSH 6T 60T,
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