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m.roopal982@gmail.com Rajam Krishnan occupies an important place in Tamil literature for her socially
Received: 09-12-2025 conscious writing and her sustained engagement with the lived realities of marginalized
Revised: 24-02-2026 communities. Her novel Mannagaththu Poondhuligal critically portrays several social
Accepted: 10-03-2026 problems that affected contemporary society, particularly those experienced by women

Published: 17-03-2026 and economically disadvantaged groups. This study adopts a sociological approach to

) examine the social realities represented in the novel, with particular attention to female
w infanticide, dowry-related violence, poverty, the vulnerability and lack of social
awareness among marginalized communities, and social conflicts. The novel presents
Check for these issues not merely as individual or familial problems but as manifestations of
updates wider social structures, cultural practices, economic inequalities, and gender-based
’ discrimination. Krishnan'’s portrayal of the struggles of impoverished and marginalized
people highlights the ways in which prevailing social conditions influence individual
lives and community relationships. The study also examines the social consequences of
these problems and the tensions they generate within the social order depicted in the
novel. By foregrounding the voices and experiences of vulnerable sections of society,
Mannagaththu Poondhuligal demonstrates the author’'s commitment to social
awareness and reform. Thus, this study argues that the novel functions as a significant
literary representation of social realities and provides critical insights into the gender,
economic, and social inequalities prevalent in its historical context.

Keywords: Rajam Krishnan, Mannagaththu Poondhuligal, Struggles, Contemporary
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gepsl NfEfomarsemer LUHW CHTEHOD Sgmid S 6(PSSTHMEOTEd FepssHled Quiflw
SM665mG gOHUBSHIHIO] [IRD H[HELEWIET UTHET. @eUHENL U  LIeLLILSET 626lCleUTaTMILD
NG  SIUMIGEMET  6IHMSHSMDEY ST  (praLTHSHemen  QeuaMiu@S D  QeausTafsnl LoeneouIns
2 elTeneT. QYLD H(HEQ6we eT(PAHIW LOTIOSSSH LUHIHIONEET 6TETID BHIeued CLHIHE CHMmemev,
QIS Fenel QEHT(HeMD, CUTHOMTSTT GOMESHTNESH6T, QuMenuilet CHMIEH SHTEILQID, L&Here
ST PHUI FepSHL LNTEFSMEBIHMETUD G60T allemenaSemeaTud aNaGGHMG, S ENSHILITEL
FeNHaNID JMIGUPMM CHTESHD QbBHTalsney WUIaICsH HBU1e| &S (HenTuile CHTHHD Y GLD.
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FW&HAIWE IIEDIG (LM

FePSHANUID SIENIG(PMM 616G 6N BHL SHMGHHET allemenalden UHMILID FeLpsd HHLDe ST
oG DIHMRIGET UDHMIULD Q16| QFWIL LWeTURD SpUIe|penm G, Fepd HmialeThisHamernL
umOiwl  WeTlUMRIEG Weflgl UNSESIPGSRIGaNT  (pemmL  UMMIL|D Cuaeug &FepsHaie.
(@UT.eEULTWSD, &ep&  BIeued, L. 25. HOIP FHMISHT Henevemwl MBI & Fhs
QeLSHEILIMIGEHT 2 Geeug CUTLSH SHMBHMVEF F(PSHMILIGSHET LDTHMHRIGENETLILD HEHEHLSMETLD HNbHE
QBTETen BITUCLSHET 2 FHEUKITM6N. FUNHMLISMS HIONISGHOMSL NTHUOILG L HLOTN  9ig6mest
LrHM  SHOWLEGSWD  UmNUNL UG CQuMIeugIL 6T  Siuuel  QeumHMQUMIEUSHGSHIL  LDTHDHIGHEn6T
QeusAIIL QUITBEMTS HiewNhGH gJHMIG CQ&TeTaUGID @QetTemml CHMEUWITGLD. 6T &. MGLTFLS
aNen&EIeTenT]. (& m&HeLMFLS, FepsHalled Qeus&KUI(WDLD) FWPSTULSHNGLD H6uiLnesNSHsnIsHELD
QenL_Cuiimest 2 mesemend (praETLTGSamenD unhms CGefeurss Famieus FepsHalle. (5.
WLHEsHEeT.  FUPSMUL  UTfemed. L. 120), @Q&55m&W  Fepsallied CHTsHL @Qhs  HTeusL
SQLTMULLL (heiTeng).

BITEUEL 2 BUITHGHID FPSHEF Flp6L

Qs BHTauedled eUBLD SPSTUN, SieU6T SHeeleT CledsTemendamhl @HIBLD  G6TTSHST6L
HELELAITHET.  SLEUTEL  LIEWIGHHTEL euMLQUTSHeT. eumienouilest CHMISSHTOIL 0SS HEHEH Ghiser
QUMLDEEMGHEMIL QUOHSHEUTHET. HHIGHEHMLII €PN GG GLOHEMSHMETD EJLIMDEGLD 6] &HSHGLD
CuEgEGLD U0 QETHEHSHUTHET. 2 MEUPMMEETTS QHHSTVID LD @QUmbHSTL LLEGGCL Qb
FpBD  LHIGWL UM, “SBFLCUGT UL (HECFMEL G HPSHH  Hedpwil  Lee
LDITEM6V & EIHLD nGHlemmi 6U6MEITILIV & (E1hLD S\6utNH &) FaL_LD Blemmul SILIHE (& GSLD
Quetieil_R&&Myisemer 2 LFHSSHS Q&M (HHEHDOTC el @eausnen gOMESSHIL UTTHS eumil
BemoW QUTRIGIDIOT 616N  SEMLPGHANCVMEL.” (LDETIEWISSHS LhGHIaN&eT, L. 10) 61601  &(hSGHleot
aumuiieons eNenGGHMMY. Qeng &Ml [HLD (LPTCETTIHET “Uesoid UHHUNCeL @G6id GLemnLuNGev”
6160TM)| FaMUNIBSE DTSN

BLOPEML I 66)CeUT(H QFWISSLD FesLD 6T6oTent HemendH@GGLOT WM eT6oTenr CFTELEUMTHGETT
6160TMI  SEHACU LML  euMpHemsd UMPUUL(BU CUTEMS. SiPS&TUT ST6T &MV  SL[HG)
&([HeUOMBLILMS LDMHMEUTHET 6160681 CIFTLEUMTHCENT 616N HEHHFHMTEN. “YUGHST 26a1]& & 6FICILDELEVTLD
el Semment QUMEG @G 2 @ULMUN(H&SHSM6Ten  J&GOM? BT 6TesTenT  QFIICEU?  (LDETITETSS &)
L h&IeelT, L1.46) 6T60TM)| LIGODLGMMET. &60T OGN QULGCHTTTN)| STH6UILNG SHaum| CFUISHMmS 261(h&SE
LWhg Ww@HmHhE sTHSSH &HMmesHDTET. “‘9I(B&S Bbrem Geudiall (PmaT&GD (p6oT  &(hLbumuI
Q&TELEMEL  QIAWITEG 6@ SN  SDemfled SmGUID QEMEIH UGBS MMET.  JT&HGmel
SEUSMET PGS  Qaman(h GESF  QFWEMTET.  SH6UUI6ITLOL  6UTFeN6TU]L 63T  LITeLGUITEL
B®SAMAGETM NMEHG CFTOLHMTET. QUL Mbd BHTGeT L6V6HT.” (LOGIISSSH L bhGleMsen, L. 70,71)
oaiifllT JEHFHGLD UM QFTELVISHGSLD Y6l SHHL QLTI GeiTenest OMUSSHIS QSTETHMTE.
PEG... [THEG.. 260D FONFFL 6T6016H@G @Q6LEOIGIWI? QFHUIUDTHL  CUTENCW?..6TTM  SILPSHTUI
Heoby&mmern (oewniconisS Gl LUbhglelEen, L. 87) QRIRID &pss HPedld HEHS Halgs ipsmuil
upHO BUILPD NMESSADMT o EIflLf.

mgummu.ﬂgum Q&L 6mLD

JEMNGET  LITILOILELTINED  @Q@BHSTYID V6L  (GEWID  LDL GFHUTHTE  Q(HLILITTSH6N.
o _auenowing Chyemuwing @Q@h&s  Coucui(hd 6T6Tm  HEMEITLILITTHET. Y6IMED  UTHELHG HIT6oT
Congmeasel  SHGLOME 6U(HLD. &60T WEHEHHEG HLL QL GHHL SHeowmeuid QFULIG MEUSHS
W WImeLGUI 61601 YMHMTEMLD  SPSHTUT  OETNG CQeuGaITsd UTHSSS. gmmmdl  LNenLOLILIOUTSHET
616LEUMMD  BHETMTSHS ST QIHSHDMMIHET. 6T60TMH UMBHSHHD UEFSHE. “‘QL6L BFHCG... 6UELHEG S
Q&@meud. sieu Letamhss Qo  Curd SLigsGGSHSILLIT. BT euFHHSHCH. Qe L(HEF wevGLoew
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oaimey| eN$F FLOLMHET LGIEDIOTI. CUTEOH6L Lg&em Ehsd QsTHRHSHL(hE QasFlwmd eumym.
(OLBGE... BTWILDTETOIH.” (LDEIENISSSH LLHSHeMNSeT. L. 92) 6TeTm) APSTUN H6oT Hevoredesllenr BHeLEL
o GMENGHMS Famieuemnd WAFILT BWAPM  eensGHleTenmy. SPSTUN  SevalstT  QeueTeneanggmihl
Qeu6iTemeaT LDGUTLD LIGHL-GHEUETT. H60T HhIMSUNGT LDSHEM6T &H60T L&HEHHES &L lg MEUSHS CaL @@L
Curg shm&UNET CUITEME UTTHMSSHET EUT NS LGIILGSSHILG. “HSMT, LIOUI(HLD SHT&LD
Sedt  QUIfi&6oT6oIT  6T6dT6nTTEOIL|LD  FLOUMHSS (Pigu|d. SHeEhdm Uu@ U6toien  e&&He0md.  &(mLyY
QNWIMUMTLD, SeTend &ML  Uesotesoreond. CumsHwinm Foumfésm, @QeeaNsE allemevsuréley (b
ueles Fal U GUIL (PRQWTH. Fol) OGQFFTYID Seoewior LaFTLHEG NCITgLALeMLD
QM&SEYID..” 6160TM QUHSSLILLL M. (Loelanssg UbgHlanNsernu77) “‘@QmGs wengene Lo6wTIS 60
el 2 uNj eumpeug WL (HLOLMEL. SFMHEHELMD Gloeomen  &HECUTHRIGEMET  CHemersemern
SiBLUNGADTeT.” (Ceumeb@ B, L. 184) et JrRD H(hegeuust WeNgiaellsn g emasHemenil UMM
STPAWINGBLLG! QeueTemean&FMOuNeT ShMEEG CUTHHHIUSTS 2 6Teng).

QILIGOOT 6TUTIq.6MLD G & 6OTLD

aleremd  QeLemeuGTDTL @ememou|d UmpUL(h CUIGL 6TELSMGS SIPSTUNUNET eSS
O&ET L6 QUTDEMS 6(h FTEIMMGLD. eUMIEHLOUTGT SMTEWILNS HeTsb@ Liig &HaT606M60CILIGTDTEYID
&6 QUOCOT(HHETE  SpHlevevns G6IleLEVTSH 6(heuemerT  S(HLOEIILD  CFUILI  FLOLDSSH M6
SP&EMUNGG LO6IID  62LINCLEMEL. "6THGH6M6T FLOMGMEOID FaMld CGMTEUILMEYILD LOEITID  62LILIOTNELEMEV.
Weyeumsl umjég GeueuiLmbd eT6otm| Q&FTELSIEUTET 6T60IM 62(h BLONGME QBHBHG, EVT6L 6T
OEICEFTUN  Sieumend HLigdbHCeT el Qendhg N LMer” (eauausdHg UbhoHeNssr, U 101)
QuU(BLDUGID  QELEMELAIIGTDTL  H(HLOGWID Fal.  BMD  HemerGHTHCUTEL  SMDWITG|.  SiLiLlg
S(HLOEID QFWIFID Q6T QUTDEHMS HeL6L (LPMMUTEL SiEOWINNELMED. “ M L& 6U(Ham&HUTL
33l Wb s QMEHDE. SMessaM0 QeausT HmFCUTH CUTLL Gl HNsEH Qedemev.”
(neTmeSS S UhleNaen, L. 107) Uealer &eamels 1Nnhe el g6 Ml &llgéd STilg
SUmats QsTHWLUILGS 6. “CHFMDTEHES MEUSHTD, HPHHT bl 60 UbHF WL L Curhm mrus
(LDGTUIETISHS S|  LLHSGIeN&S6T, L. 109) 6T6Im WOFWMeNG @6L6VMDED CUEHMTET. “LITIIS SIS HTHE LD
BEN&GSSHTHE|D D6UID QFIG C&MeTLaITSHeilem eumpe| 2 6uenouiled 6TLILlG HEDDSIID 60THS(LPLD
FlqWISTS QHSS (Plgud? « (CIMTRT QBLP&6N, L.172). JSHETL SHT6HT U QUTNEHMSBIID DS
@eveomned GuUMUSNL L &|. W@HLEMNS C&Tsam (b HnméGEF QFaImmeT Galstenerdgmbl. &eor
OG&ETHEM6T STUUTDHM 6ULfl QHHUIMDED 2 Me&HemeT BTgs CFTN HPSTUN ULDTEOTLILI(H &S LILL LT,
SRS  SIDTEGEG CHTHHTE| 616Tm Henersds NeTemender FhiGem 2 ulleny LOMUSSHS
QEBMETHETMEDI.  "6TRIGEUIEDIRIGETT  eT6oteorll  UTONMUTSAL (L GUTUIL lemi&eTT?”  6eim) 6o
eN(p&AmmeT Sipsmui.

(WPI3.6)60]

&CS  BIEULSET aumulleond &epsdsdlen sealeals @QLIUTHSmaT, gOMESHTDE|  SHever,
CumMIMLL mGemer  elaTé@Gealsem CLPULD FLOGMEL FCPEHEF GHPMOL 2 0GSHG CeualG&TL g UeTerTi
Qb Hhegemistt SleujsHer. Q& GuUTeTD BHTalL&6 WHsalenL Gl @@ alfililaumianel gouUhEHH
Fes MHMSHMS JHUGBSHID 6TOTLSHL FHMID LUILHELEMEV.
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