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ABSTRACT

Philosophy encompasses enduring and fundamental ethical principles that are essential
for a meaningful human life. It seeks to understand the nature of reality, truth, and
existence. The people of the Sangam period are represented in literature as having
structured their lives according to such an understanding of reality and ethical truth.
Both their inner life (akam) and public life (puram) reflect a strong sense of moral
consciousness and authenticity. The people of the Sangam age are portrayed as living
with an awareness of wrongdoing, social censure, and moral responsibility. They
cultivated a spirit of helping others, while hospitality and generosity occupied
prominent positions among their social virtues. Hospitality was not regarded merely as
a social obligation; rather, there was a strong ethical conviction that no person should
remain hungry. Food was therefore offered generously to those who sought their help.
The Sangam people also recognized the impermanent nature of material possessions
and the human body. This awareness encouraged them to perform actions that would
benefit others and endure beyond their individual lives. Sangam literature records, for
example, the advice given by poets to rulers to establish and maintain water resources
that would benefit agriculture and sustain living beings. Such references demonstrate
an understanding of social responsibility and the importance of preserving natural
resources for the welfare of the community. Furthermore, Sangam literature highlights
the importance of friendship, generosity, courage, honour, and fame, portraying these
not merely as personal virtues but as values connected with social responsibility and
collective welfare. The ancient Tamils are represented as cultivating a spirit of living
not exclusively for themselves but also for the benefit of others. Thus, Sangam literature
reflects a distinctive philosophical outlook grounded in truth, ethical conduct,
hospitality, generosity, social responsibility, impermanence, friendship, courage, and
concern for the welfare of living beings. This study examines these philosophical ideas
and demonstrates how Sangam literature functions not merely as a record of ancient
Tamil life but also as an important source of ethical and philosophical thought

Keywords: Sangam Literature, Philosophy, Metaphysics, Ethics, Hospitality, Generosity.

(LP6OT D) ™)

FM& &SMLHHOL NDBEGS CsTEEHH eumpld were eufe| GLGMHE @QMbSEH. LDESET,
LDGOTEOTIT&HENT, GSMIBI6L LOETTEUTSH6T 6T6TM| LDGHSH6IT (LPFH6L B ML Y EHLD LDEIT6OT6 UM @6l il
LI6GoTL|  STEOTLILLL & HeLOMMIGEMET QFIISTEL Luwled HL (B 6T60IM) D&HSHET  BLOLTNGO. SIS 66D

aN(BHCHMDLUDL  QFIIIS],

QUITHETHemeT  QIThp  QUPRIGEIG  6T60Tm  LLGAIM|  HELEVMIRIGEMET

LD6TTEOITHEBLD  LD&HSHEHLD QFUIGHET. HGIOL (HLOGTN BHLemU 2 IWFUTHED CUFIGTHEILD  sT6vuT6wN6wI).
LD6OT6OTI] - LjeveNl] 6T60Tm BHLLN6L Gul Sieor Qeueliul (B HeTmgl. BLLIMSTE 6TmHUD CFIIUISEFalq I
gleweyd CGeommié Qhsms Fhse QeusHud GMHUNGHEHETDE.
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all(pHGCHTLOLIEL LI6sITL

weNGerr 2 UMy aIMp Sglileml. CHMEUSEHET 660TM 2 6wi6)]. Q6le|esH HeL NMHG WMhHLD
uACWTH UMP&HFal TG 6TOILGH 2 065HHSHHIUDMGLD. @eue|@umsniouileilly Fhd L&SHHT LNDGHES
Qupmy o aualaNdg HNHSHE]. Fhis WHSHaT QUTDSHMSHUND aNBHCHTDLEL L6 GCGeommid
STEILILLL & eNGBHCHTDUD 6T60TLGH &GMMSSHTT 6LV QUPICUTESTHET WIMITE  @([HHSTeY|LD
werlest QHHWTG W&ESEHSHEG NBHGNILG WPGW. NBHCHTDOLENT HWUL WTIHLD LEIW|L 60T
B66550L_TG| 6TUSTGSD. LS eT61MML LUSHID UMHEH CUTGSD eT6Lg ULLPGOMA. L&UNeL eur(Rid
RMA] HHEG CHMmUWTET 2606 KL &H&6N6LMeVGIIETNIL 66 muenel  sTeleuTMTUNEDILD
QuOHMIGQSTeTeT GlgLiumesr. Fui eufluiled QFebev CHHIGD. S afluNed QFeLeLNE IMeUHIL(ES SIS
aNBHCHMDLEOT (5 CHTHSHLMGL. Fhis &TLHSHL o auedefllLg DTS SIHSLILILL ).
gL GlerN  welsChWpD  QaupmieT oL RiKujereng elereond. @reiled HIMIGD  (LP6ITL
QUAICUTSS] WMCHID BLbhGH UBSDIISHTS 6T6a1m UTISHSHION _(H F6SOL(H, CHLL L6 Wm(bHLD
aupallevemew 6160Tm 2 MISH QFUIGH Q&TEN(H HHOUMLSGD LPSSD Fhi& ESLLD STELILLL 0
GMIHOSTMS QeusHD allfl M (P HmE. heteije] CHrsHed HaTCUTEHLD, HLPFAGWIMEHLD
eNphdeneny 2 usfsHEH aNGhseMlLms,

“9I6060I6L QLUNEMILD N(BHG 6UFl6T 2 UHSLD

(LPELEMEL &M6TTM SMLNGIT (HHM6MIETOT, 142:9 - 10)

61601) Slig&HelT GMIUNGHeTmen. allemeoruest QUTEBLCLT Coum STHEIHSE@p&HHMS 60T 26T6mI
aL® sLh&H GCeouml e(p 261(H&HG CFLID CUTH alf&Hen LACWTE QHE55FaL MH 6T6TLISHIS 60T
@561 CHITEHSLMGLD.

SHEOTem6T  BMlg  UHS LIVAUTHEREHGD  QUaULISEHSGLD DTS,  GMIHeL  LDET6T&eT,
QUETEMEL&ET 2_cuuTalelSH G LD&HILDIHS 60T

F&HEL IMLD

On®EG QaTHSHSH euUMpaF FOSULTGD. Seiefld 2 6mem  QUITHeTHMeT  LNM(IH&HEGS
Qarhss 2561 CaumuBd. HTUG CQUTHET Q@HLUTSHET QUT[HET QLEVTHAITHEFHES CHTHLLS]
QBMEML.  LELG THL YGW. QuI@BeT QasTHLULGJ CUTHET euMRIGUIFILD Q@hbHE euals
LI THIUTTSSMO Hef&s Cousii(hd. NMFLD aHIUTTSHS QS&TELUUS QSTEDL TSI L6
&S QameL. efliug G S0EGSH TG QSTHULSDEG FLTGWD. @&Hemer,

“cT&G FGeumy NmisHG FGeury

OoisE rGeulmy &G L’ (UMBTENTMI,136:20 - 21)

6T60TD) SIIQHET 2 IS G H TR, QGHMeOIGUI QUeTEBAI(HLD CUOILMISHIOIMS,

‘THL QeMFLIL. QUMPHL GOV

safHluild @eLemeL LMMEUTES” (H (1SS Me:222)

61601  @MIg&eT el SiMwl (Wi dmG. Cid @eeNFHalfeErdd sTHLULMES HhiGHT
SLENLDWINS LD6GITEOTTHET &H(HS6oN). QUMImUNGD UTHLD &S HRIGEM6T BTl QUHSTEL EUTSHEHEHES
2_F6)6UG| 6UCUMHEUF6 SHL6MDWITS Henesisd C&FuI%HmS,

‘CQETMLSSL 60T @QMISHSH 66T QFHTELGELIT aUFeD” (LDeneVLI(H,86)

6T60TH Silg. ULl SIMIWIGOMD. 6R(HeU6HT CFeLeUMIGEMET GLOETGLOEILD G&ljllluglei) @(r_r,uu_lggm
B6LEMBL. HFQFELEUMIGEM 6T mm@&,@ Qarhss 2 F6|aItCsH &rrm&aﬂm;r,g,g SGW. FHECL MTEHS

SO, BHILEOL  SHEHD  DeTeans  QOBHSTVID  ETHTE  DSSMMTE  QBHSTVID 2 Uil
QAMPAISMS gl CHemel 2 w6, 2 ML PG, heuUflLLd sTelauane] QUTIHET @BHSTEID
I 2 (h5H5EalqUl YL GV, SLPMML HGLD. 2 6TLGH GOUNLL HenGeuwim@Ld. QUIT(h e
QGHeTID GOUILL Sl6TesE GCLEL 2 6Hureml  (LIg.UImE). o LG, 2 (BUUG P& Q&L
Qe eID SITFEID LTIl U|D FLOID STEHT. JLEVML FHMD CUMM CFLAIGHTL CFIIL Caueu(helg)
Dh&6G FHCL HPGLD 6T60TM)| OGN SH6VuT&HTUIGITI],

“2_6uorLig| B 2 BUUsmer @resorGL
NmeyLd 6T6LeVMD 6 &6EGGLD
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QeeLeuSH G LWLIGET 86D

SUIIGULD 6TesllGear FLILBH LwGel (UMBTeImI, 189: 5 - 8)

616010 Sl &HaTleL FaMlijerarensd SO (PLEME. GHIDL HLOGTN TFHL ¢TI DSHMS
QFIHTeL  eumpaled QUDMLULIISHID OMIEHOLILWLIID  HOLSGSLD 6T6TLG UMD  Sl6ToresuiLd
QG 6TEILMSUID U MISSUleTenT]. Q&&HHMS iiguImmHMIGLL

‘2 6oL BITLA 2 (KLILG| BI6oT&LPLPLD” (HeLELH,28)

*SIHOTY SOLE ETSH 1-.QFM(B 66

QummmesT QUITIHET MEULILILA” (H(H&HESMET,226)

“‘GLO6L 2 & QLRI TFHGeL HeTmI (H(IHSHGMEN,222)

616010 g &HEHD GSMUNBHID6T. H([HSHGMmeNed eueTEneu] @LDEDLOLILILIGT @6LMeL 6TETMITEYILD
QaMHUUSISTE HELEVG| 616N FaMiUleTaTemSUlDd ML (DG HMGI.

aueTaneL&6eflelT HeTEMLD 316L6VL G LM 4 MpSHG CUTHMIHEL

pCaubSISHeT, GMIBleL LOETETTHET 6T60TM FHRIGEFEHCHETM (F UGHCW QB QFUISe6).
@euyseiled ImmSES 6TH &G STHITUMTLILILD [al2241) eumifl QILDRIGEUSH6L Gmiblev
LOGITEOTISHEM(SEML QI eueTeneL&e) Hmbg ellenmdleny. Cupyasemmesr G&ny, GO, LITemg W) 6Term)
WiguemL CaubsieeT @UBHSTEID LV, LMqeT, UTEII&SET, SadH) 66Im  6METTEUMTILD
S5HHUTSHT GMmIHlev LDetTeHEGaT 6.

SeoTemesT B UHHUTHEFHG UlESHEID QUTGBLSEHD Uil  apRIGUe]  Q&TemL
QUETTEMELEET  6T60TM)| FaMIed]. &FhG QEVSHIIGHE Leveu, UM, QUITIBBY, ENMEOILI, LIy,
Fad B 61601M)| LIV CUETETELSHEMETUILD LDGITESITHEMETUILD BTl CUT(HeT CQUmbmIeTenso. Sh,MHmILILIEHL UL
QuT@eBITOHMILLEMLUND SH&TH CEMpeT QUIIBBHNIUWLD, HMUTETTHMILILIENLUNCL  HELEOWIGCSHTL 65T
UTTTJ&Hemend  QUEGLUTEITOMILILMLUND — QGTEenLLOMeT @ eThSHleMFUITeT  LIT6U0T]&emeriL|Ld
D6MeLLI(GSLTLOIGL  [hedTeuTedT  G&UI  [HEIT6U6N  6T6ITLIEUGT  FaHSHMJUILD UTHISETEHS Q&L WiellsHHrs
USTHETMG]. 6UETATELSH6TEL HMELGUI(LD EUETaTELS6T, QML GUILD CUETATELS6T, HEMLGUI(LD CUETETEL &6
16T Q(BHSET]. F&HT6HT, S, henet, HHG LM, BB, QFLINWes, eNTML6oT YACWITT (LPHEL (LD
CUETTEITEL&6IT 6TEITLIT. DHSGT60T, AHHEHIDTET, SHi6uvIedt, FHEIDMe, FIGLTEVES, 6USHET60T, FH&6OT < HCUI]
QenLCuip eueeneL e eteotUy. UMfl, &mifl, epifl, SiHutest, Cussor, merell, Syt SPHCWITT HemLGul
QUETEMEL GO 6T60TM)| HHTN(H FomISMEI. @snﬂ')rf)lei) esam_(‘éu_l@ 6UETaTEL&EMETL UMM FMI& @eLSHEHUILD
&m@éﬂmmgﬂ @am_(zu_l@ QUETETEL&ATEL  SSGT6 61601  alemared UMM GO  UHHMILILSHeL
2 _6MTeNG)|. SHJ6uIe S&TUTISHSSL QL DCUMID FE@MEILIMDMD CUETETED )66,

umfluiledr Q& IT6mL& 5601600

QamenLweNiudled UMHUNET MEHEUTIENLOENIIS Samied] Leveuser. Uil &Neonmed HSSLOMELI
urLOul @Qetenmy. P&  eelUmbiU(GsS umflullear QesTaL &S 6Tennmis Famial]. gtlarsied
LDEMLOUWIMENTS| 2 60&HSG 2 UNT&HET 6T6LELM(HLD @eoTMIdLIG Ceustoriqul @I Ld, Ceuedolmg @IL_Ld 66T
geuasd aHumjiyd Qe QuUUWD.  SHemFLUCUTL  umflwd  umjul gL SHedTement  [HITlg
QUHHUTHEpHEG CLITEITEDID QUITIHEHLD CULPMHIGEUT6IT.

“SL6UEHT, LM 60& aUuenOGUY (MBI .,106:5)

“UMf €(HEUHILD SI6LEVEI:

wrflud o o, FaEund 2.60@ UILUuHGar UmBTeNmI., 107:3 - 4)
B &5 ([HGHMG 6U6IT(E,6(HLD

“O&LMM| Ceuetorm &L UUT@ Wwrflr @

sTeTEOITOMIMRI Q&BTLCELT 2 60" (H(HSHGMENT.211)

6T60TID GMENI.&H6Tl6L 6UEOIL|MIS S 6T
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SpUl 3|6v0TIq 60T C1&T6BIL_LILIGvOTL]

QYU SNETOTIQ 68T HEOLGLI(LD CUETATEOSEBET 62(HeU6HT. @66 BHTSHD QUPRIGW SNl QLemLemI
HaQUBLIIGES SlaNGS eusit. LML UDHOW  BHNGEmMS WwasefamL G sreriudkin
LOMIEHLOLILILIEST 6T60TLG @UINMeNuNeL SMEFQFUILSHT QFIIHTEL SiLiLewurerNuiD WwMINMmeNuNeL abH
GCe@md 6T6oTLIGH LstotenL SHLOpT&HeMN6HT BHLOLNGHMS. L6 S([hSH BHGFUIH QFUIU|D CQFWLL&MNED Fend
SILMISTH. eueurm LwleisHE UL efiug @ eumNsd YWEW. AGH AM eNemev 66uN&6
Qeweon@b. QHsl Lpelulled CsTmLWaNGSTL SiGH BO&HEG O HLELD 661 CHTHSH6L
LUf&ILSEMET QLU 66T CULPHIGEUSHELEMEV. @\ w6,

‘9 N6V EUNEHET U 1606060

o sTetCmmy QFeTm GBI 6168 (LMBTENTMI. 134:2 - 3)
6601 SIIq.&H6T QUGILMISSHIF6TM6T. QHen6d H([hSGSMEHLD
“UDILIMTSCSTETM FOUGCSH Femd DMEMELEVITLD
G&HAWSTumL BrsiemL 3" (SbSSMET. 221)

o.M Fl6oTM6TT.

Umreilsr eTLSMS SiS5S60
SN g6a70UT5H CEMD BTLIg6L HeiTemenT BTl UHSHEUTHEMET LTHGLD &60T6mLOU| 6L LIOUTSHET

QUETATEL QYEUM]. LD 6R63T6mM LIhHG 260TMI H60T Qensans HTHH aubHH. HSL Lmmeurerg Hii
FHEIUTHE  T6ITUMENLLD  FIEOINLbHEHSH. Heotenest [blg UHSHSH @b Sl.-Menewr 2 uNFlerons
QGHSTYID Semg QOLGSHSTLED SQIMeML LUTHSTHSHT6. GHIL (HLOl6TN 2 a6&HeMs Qb
UDEmeUGHGLD 2 cwie] &l &5 Ceoucui(Rld 6T6oTm)|  6T6toreneNl  HeoT 2 L 60l6L 2 61TeM  HMFLILIGEH6mLL
SUUOTNDHE@G FLT&S Q&THSST6 6T60TLIGH UFeOMM).

BIBHlenevsmeT 2 (IhH6UT & (GG 6L

BHTH SHDWITG 260G 6T6IM QUETEhHeU] eUTEAMA MG Bifleoi @elalevs 2 uNflemigern
QUMY  (PIQUITH.  sTTUNMMNHGL  SlgliLenL.  SYSMPONS  eneug BImG. @eleleusd
QUBLDLITEITENLD &L 6VMEL G LUILIL g (HUNDID Bileot &&6T 2 uNj eump (WPIguingl. By esilGHes eump
SGHWTeUHg CoHemeuseiled eeimMGWL. B CHmeuwns @QEhHFHTEL eelCeUT(H  261(hH&EEGLD
SIEWNLITS BTSH SIS NaTRISILIG. @Q\Feme6ot

“En gl U6 HEUHOLD HHI)

Geussiled oyufedt LO@MHMLD CST6IT(ErHLD

wirmisiewnh SHermiblesr 2arGry (RQMIGHIMITMI45:1 - 3)

6T60TMD Sl &6l L6V LILI(H'S GHIH6dTMm6TT.

Goguild, 2 uNj&en eump wenlphy, omIby, eammiby esiim beotetty Hiblenevs@pd Geustor(hib.
6T60TLIEMNS  LIeVOUTSH6T 2 6 hS(HHS60T. G0 NM(H&HE LWGTLUL &Falql Hbleneossner SemLD&HS
LD6OTEOTE0)I &G U MG S\6oTTT. @G 6m6nT,

“Blevstt QBN BRIHD BiHleney QUHESS

SLGLIM] SIDD @66 (LUMBTsHITMI,18:28 - 29)

6160T)  Sllg&erfled  UMeqUulesT  QB(HEOFNLMISS GLUevailem] Jamlujarateng Ml
WK HMmE. CLID, &ML NSH HiHenevssmer o (haumss Gousni(hd T6TLMS,

&M Q&merm HrE s
G QHML(h eueMbALHSE” (UL 1q.63TLILITEN6V:283 - 284)
61601 g &6 GMIULNG SHesTM60T.
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BL L

WwIr@sL6or BLL G&merter Geoueturi(Rd WIMHL 60T BLL| QEHTeTend Fal MH 6leoilems  CFMLP6DT
BEORIHSETET FaMIHGTONT. (LPUWMHEUNCLELMDED SHTSHE 6TeIM UMLPLD 2 6TaTLPeDLeUTSerlet HLemL
&l Geougu(Hbd. elLm (WWHHeowwd 2 wihs GSMECsTameTDd 2 smLwieuifler BHLenl QUMD
Geuetor(pLd et601m) 61601, LjeO! @eummiest Q&wIL&HCeMT(H UL B Famiujemenmy. 6160l auuIedled elenenhs
Qmevemev  GevtsmlemL il A WPWHAWTD CsfHEH, Seumsnm NDF  HILONSSTEILMLOED
UTHISTEHS MeUsGLD. @eleumml eleuuemid 2 L wieufsefleor BHLemu el Geusu(Bd. Ledl eTelelaTe)]
LGSV HMetT afpdHw Qeng QLLULSGSHD afphsHTed SeuhHenm 2 ueIng. N MPUIHEILL 65T
LOIBTERL  CQ&FSIm  Qeopeowl  Glg  eueLLSED  efpwiml  selihem  QsMETN 2 EuEyLD
SeTMLUML WG, QHHOSW 2 WIHS euedsnoulemnLwieuflest  BLenu QUM Geustuii(Rd  6TEOTM)
FaMI6UMS

“‘Uedl u&IGGettent Gnedley 6L 2 6Tens &)
o_gemlenL wimer Gaeaumsnnuim(
Qenhd MeUHEL 2 6T PHWCHT” (UMBTEHIMI, 190:11 - 12)

61601 Slg&6T 2 G GIA6TMerT. S IDL Hlsor umfl - &LNeoy, CHMLICILIIHEHCEMLH6
NATTHEDSIWITT 6T60TM)| LD6OT6RI60T LjguauaHaTlenlL_Gul o eiorenioulmest BL L Hevalwlengd &his Qe0sSHIILD
GOUNGHeImG. umfl @Qohselrer HnHsHwres @Q@omhe urfnselay &S W&eT&eT  GUTed
UTSISTSSTT  HLIVJ. SUJSHEHSHEG SH@GEUD  (WPILUUSDHSTS leusHellsst  Geuell]  @eurinmest
6tTeaTISHefL LD Q&soimy UMfl &eilen] 6u(LPlg&Hs Fafl CQFGIDSHTH QELSHEUID FaMmIH6TDHI.

Gumy SiMLDd

Umeump&enasuled afHnE (WwesHggaud QsrhdHs eumphge). GCumfed sal ADQBOG
MeTUOOLLLL 6.  UD(WPSHIG STLLSFal M. HPUWSHD Sleveongeuener QsmeoGeor  euGem(h
FuemLUNLGeumr Sl M, Cumy BLUUSMHEG (DT &SI  UMHSTEHS GCeoleuBLd  6T60Tm
AMABOCWTR  Curjyfibgerr). eeeu@eum@ oL eugmid  Gumfled  efipuyenr ul(®  @DUUMS
QUGS CUDTEHD S@HSHlery. LmLlean UGNl iHemer QLNaITs &([hd LTHms
QuAsTs Bemarss 2 uNj SIMHHMS LUDBTOMMI LoD FETHMISETDS).

(Plg 6601

Fhi& &MLHHL N(BHEHMDLEL U6, Q&ML WeNSHHEL, CUTETIMEMEN &hig &HIT6L LD&S 660
LULP&S QUN&GSMRIGEMEILID omeuenuUu]bd Qeueiu@GSHuNGBLUIN@ILD Qeneubulcveomd efls GChuldSHeor
QeueiumGL.  ¢T60TM)  Fameomd. B  (PeIGermysenest Qb  LOMEGUEHL  BHID  LN6TLMHMITLOGD
weaNHCHLSMSE CHTMeLSEEH N LGTL QFTHH CEJHHEL, Q&Temen, Qsmesmer Gumeim SibHSeT
BenL CQUMIHETM6ET.  6T6LCMBHSGID  6TeLELMUPD  HlML GG LML (FLOEYsHL6mLD)  Hlevaleumed
cT6ueNg @6ITETeID HEmL QLMITE.
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