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p.soundarya8121@gmail.com Sangam literature represents one of the oldest and most significant bodies of classical

literature in the Tamil language. These literary works portray commerce not merely as
an occupation or means of earning wealth, but as an economic activity that should be
conducted in accordance with ethical principles and social responsibility. The pursuit of
material prosperity was recognized as an important aspect of life, reflected in the
traditional idea of seeking wealth even by travelling across the seas. Trade emerged as
an attractive and significant occupation in Sangam-age Tamil society. The presence of
foreign merchants and overseas traders in Tamil regions is suggested by references to
interactions between different peoples and communities. The well-known ideal
expressed through the concept of "Yadhum Ure, Yavarum Kelir"—"Every place is our
town; everyone is our kin"—also reflects an inclusive worldview that facilitated cultural
and commercial interactions beyond territorial boundaries. Sangam literature also
provides evidence of the barter system, through which goods were exchanged directly
between producers, traders, and consumers. In addition, the literary sources indicate
that imports and exports were actively carried out in Tamil regions. Maritime trade and
commercial networks connected Tamil society with wider regions, contributing to
economic prosperity and cultural exchange. This article examines the philosophy of
commerce reflected in Sangam literature, focusing on the ethical foundations of trade,
the pursuit of wealth, barter practices, foreign merchants, and import-export activities.
The study highlights the relationship between commerce, morality, social interaction,
and economic development in ancient Tamil society, demonstrating that Sangam
literature provides valuable insights into the commercial thought and economic culture
of the period.
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UeoTemL_LL SLOIPTSH6T QUTHATTHTIHMSUID 2 DLOLIMLUILD 2 WITQITS Q&M6EH UTLDHSTTSHeN
Seny &L eplqud Hralwid GCHE 6OIMOITM 2 MP&GESHE OFaTmeT]. 2 MG H 2 MHuSHlemuill
QAU SE6TT. HetTetNledmEL 60T QUMDHG CFLUSHMBL QLIHEH6. UmNES QSHTHID, SGH6ST CLHEVLD
Qamfled eumilsE@pd CQuUGBEH  FUPSGHH QFMHL ealeEH HPUUTE QHHHMS &Fhis
QeusEImIGET  cpeold SN WP EHME FhSE QSSRGS STLHL  UHNs 555615
Q&S (HemuileL SITETITEVITLD.

LIGSOTL_LOM M| (LP6DM

2 MusH Q&g CQUTHLSmen Fhsaned GgHemeul UisdH opem M@ WHIEhaDd QUTHL Semer
Mol wrHf SWEGH CHMEUWITET QUITIHETHMET 6UMRIE 2 6TaTeng &Fhis QELSHHUIMRISET LIL LD
Nig 655 SMHEDG Qemeu LGUIL LOMTHMI (POD 6TeTLLGEMDS).
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Fhis @ev&H&IWmsafleL eueuisLD

FRIGSHML &S SR, UGy, oy QendH Cureim QUITHL ST LI LOMHM)
WemMUNGeLGW CQUMMIS CISHTETIIL_ 63T 6TEITLIENS,

‘urGeon(y b FaQLOTE GULIHLD

S (HeL @emL LD&6T (GMIHCIS T &H-221)
6T60TMILD,

“@ Liemu rh Qeueirtlened &I @I

2 L] eNener &LP6T6&eTmevTern (GNIHES TN &-269)

6TTMID GMIHOSTNSHFGHL (HEMGI.

GLogylLb,

“HT6HT 2_6mM QUMDEHMS SHBHMTUL Call (Heewr

LOM6T G0 Q&FMHIHS 6ULIqUD QYU LDS6NT

Sy Qasr@k euhg S&U Henmw!

eJfledt eumpmy GUFleL iMemeuLly

GVEHL N6N6NHE HENSH6STeT

Q6u6TTCI6TITEL

W&SHH) QHTHLL 2 &hG6oT) CUWIBLD “(LMBITENTMI-33)

6T60TM)| LIMBTEOAMMI LML 60&6NT ULl SiMILIeOmLD.

6U6UIN& (LPLD- SHM(LPLD

UeTenL_ WS SLOIPTSHT aemissms AMSCHTH CmesTam(heresy. QFeaI%Hme TG U|LD
nggspmb 61601 CHIHCHTH S6LEVMDEL SMAULHUTNEL SHTeT CFeLHMEEF CFTHS Ceuctui(Hd 6T6oTM)
QUMLDIHSHE0S.

‘Qemng QFILSH LOMIMDEGSD LD 6TaID

SIMEN6N6L LTINS U SI6DEVET” (UMBTemmmI-134)

§his QeUSSILIMIGT gOMISLD QDEGLIILLD

§Mh& &MHHL 61HIG &HCrssbd Combd  WpHOW  BTHSEHL6T  eurgenesm Sy,
SHSRGMETLID (PHHSHMETD gOMIDG QFUGID ShSEHEGSS CHmUUITETIL  QUITHETSHmern
Qm&ELE Csgms,

‘Bilefsinid Heods ghmed

ReosHefnml B LD

SleMhH& SOWLIML LI6Y LI6BITLLD

QUIIDL SIOWIMEDLD 6UhHG [Feiorg” (UL Lq6oTLILIMEn6D -129_132)
UL_1q 60TLILITE6V W LD,

“6TEUEIN] HHG M6V LOIT6IN [HEL &6VLD

QumstiCeor(® eubHg SOCWITE QUUIHLD

61601 IBHTEHIM| LML 0&HET Ul Sl (LplgHmEI.

FhG &MVHHL UMD WSFHDULTES BOLAUDOMEMS MWD LS QU6 SHehL 6l
QeweLULLmG S (DIGHMG. (PSHGISHSET 2 e QUTIHL ST AMULTE NDHSLILLL 0,

‘Gamh CUITD SHMLEh@HLD H(HLO6ENG GUI6T(bHLD
GO'Mm HeTCUTeT &HLJ Q6nLp LIgNTH(HLD” (LDGIENTSHSTEHH -511-512)
GLogyiLb,
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“Qeueitenen o LITledT Q& meemen &M
QBeLCGeOM(H euhG eueLEUMI LMl (UL Iq6sTLILITEm6Y -29-30)
UL g eorliLmemeveull il (Wig Hm&).

@eueumml  UGULOTOM  (PODSE@HD  QIENSLD L QUDOTVID i SO FMIHS
BOLQUDOMS S (PIRHMG. BLOG LGITUTL DL D HOTFFTIHMSUID QUBMLE CFIHGLD
aNGLMEGeU SLOLDTHET CUMLDHSICTETEIT 6T6OTLISH HETUEOLD.

HersLed eurud fyellwn CH56H

QMPeUSMG @UAUT@RET GCeoueui(BdD  6T60TM  6T6WUIGWILD  BHID  SMETHH 2 6TenhiGHailgy|d
2 MaNGQASTEICL.  QH&GD. B 6UTDHMS QUITIHOTTL  S60&H, QUITIHET HedMbHSHH, HITL Lq.65T
QlaMf&FHUNDL QHMAL&GET AMUNLLD QUMIFMGH UFH6T STHEILTSECE Fhis QeLSHHUIRIGET UL LD
QuODIS HSPHDI!

6u6uofl & 17 & 6rfledT LOIT6vOTLY

uev Qamhlemev QFWILID &S CFIHG eUTLDHS6]. CQHTLAL (DU 2 W6 SHTLDE) 6T60TM
Caumiur(® @eLemev. BMLIg60T GUMMIFRNGGD, &ESHaNeT euTPNDGD FHhIGaNeT 2 mPULD H&E|D
WEHHWID 61601 2 wIfCeun(® CHIemOWITS QSTLHCL C&FUIS 6.

(Dlg &|en]

& Qe&HEWMSET LGSO euamiss Sl &S Qsefleurs udHe| QFUIGI6TeTs.
o2 eMBML(h euemN&H LD CeueNBTL (B eueN&HUPL SHMULEF QWL G UhSH6T @er6UmNSHD  6(h
SIMGHCHTH HOLQUDMG 6T6iTLMS CFeNeursd i (Pl HME).
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